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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

NOTE: Our WELCA monthly meeting has been changed to the second 
Wednesday, which is April 12th at 1:30 p.m. The program is “The 7-ups”. 
Hope to see  you there! 
 
We have been invited to Osseo Evangelical Lutheran WELCA’s salad 
luncheon on Wednesday, April 5th at 12:00 noon. Their program is “A 
Fairy Garden” featuring Arlena Schott. RSVP to OELC at 715-597-3213 
or Shirley Bagley at 715-597-3603 by April 1st. I have gone to their 
luncheon in the past and the tables of salads is a feast for the eyes. I 
have also heard Arlena Schott speak and do a demonstration, she does 
an excellent job. 
 
On Wednesday, April 19th we will be hosting the Dairyland Conference 
Morning of Renewal. Registration & Coffee at 8:30, Meeting & Program at 
9:30, followed by a Noon Lunch, COST is $8/person paid in advance by 
April 14th, or $10/person after April 14th. The program is “Anger is No Fun” 
featuring humorist Deb Gilbertson. Registrations need to be sent in so 
please give one of your WELCA officers a call if you are interested. We 
need to know how many will attend to plan the meal. Groups 4, 5, and 6 
are serving.  
 
We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help this 
year, we are currently two officers short for 2017. We are looking for a 
President, Vice President, or Co-Chairpersons. Please prayfully consider 
accepting a position on your WELCA team. We also need two serving 
group chairpersons, serving groups 4 & 8 still need someone for their 
groups to step forward and volunteer to serve as chairperson. 
 
 DUTIES OF A SERVING GROUP CHAIRPERSON: 
1. You will be called by one of the serving coordinators 
2. Then you would call all members of your group and ask each to 

provide an item needed; or, if you have already filled the request, ask 
for a $5 donation. The coordinator will tell you what is needed., 

3. Ask for workers to help the day of the event. The coordinator will let 
you know how many workers are needed, but everyone in your group 
should be asked because it is better to have too much help than not 
enough. Unforeseen circumstances can prevent someone who plans 
to work from doing so. 

4. Collected money goes to Jean Herman. Money can be left at Robbe’s 
or the church office, in an envelope  marked clearly whom it’s from 
and what was the event. Jean checks regularly at both places. 

 
Please remember your WELCA plays an active role in the life of our 
church. 
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Easter Message from Bishop Hoyme 

Dear Saints of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
 
By the time you read this, one major event in our synod will 
have been completed and the next one will be just around 
the corner. The completed one will be “Walking Together” 
when 400+ folks will have gathered to learn, to laugh and 
to walk together toward a new future. The “around the 
corner" event will be our annual Synod Assembly in April. 
But, both events will be tied together by the theme: 
“BOLDLY Invite…ONE More! With the symbol of a big 
RED door, emblazoned with Luther’s seal, we will be 
challenged to get the word out about Jesus! 
 
But, here’s the Easter connection.  When we were picking 
a theme verse for the events the verse we chose was from 
Mark 16:15. In this verse, Jesus says "Go into all the world.." And, seemingly, the women and 
even some men did just that!  
 
As we were picking this verse, we also were laughing, because it comes from what is called “The 
Longer Ending of Mark.”  The ending of Mark that is from the oldest manuscripts says this, “So 
they (the women) went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” 
 
 I often refer to this last verse as the “Lutheran Ending” of the gospel of Mark. “They said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid.” 
 
We are Lutheran, and we need no longer be afraid! We live in a culture where our neighbors are 
hungry for good news, they are hungry for life, and they are hungry for love. Our churches can 
give them all of those things. The day is over when we can silently leave the empty tomb at Easter 
and tell no one. So this is my Easter challenge to every one of you who takes the time to read 
these words: “BOLDY invite…ONE more! 
 
This year, before Easter, you, and everyone in your family, invite one person to come and worship 
with you. If you have family who live somewhere else, but who do not have a church, encourage 
them…”I sure hope you can find a church for this Sunday!”  Be BOLD. What’s the worst that can 
happen? Let the amazement overcome the fear.  
 
We have the amazing privilege of getting up on that Sunday morning and worshipping the God of 
Easter!  I for one will make sure I share that with not just one person, but I commit to sharing it 
with everyone that will give me the opportunity. What’s the worst that can happen???? 
BOLDLY, Invite…ONE More! 
 
Bishop Rick Hoyme 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin-ELCA 
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Financial Report - February 2017 

Feb 1 - Feb 4 
General Fund Contributions ............. $285.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($933.42) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($648.42) 
 

Feb 5 - Feb 11 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,723.70 
Expenses ........................................... ($0.00) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $3,723.70 
 

Feb 12 - Feb 18 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,836.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($242.59) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $3,593.41 
 

Feb 19 - Feb 25 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,499.00 
Expenses ........................................... ($0.00) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $2,499.00 
 

Feb 26 - Feb 28 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,562.00 
Expenses ......................................... ($15.00) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $1,187.00 
 

Total Contributions ....................... $11,975.00 
Total Expenses ........................... ($1,191.01) 
Net Income (Loss) ...................... $10,783.99 
 

Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, Jan 31 ............................ $6,500.00 
Loan Payments ....................................... 0.00 
Balance, Feb 28 ............................ $6,500.00 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

February 
     2015     2016     2017   
Contributions 16,986.11 15,882.06 15,991.66 
Expenses 16,460.08 15,613.47 17,457.68 
 

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ........................... 72.69% 
Other Contributions .......................................... 73.0% 
Benevolences..................................................... 0.0% 
General Operating Expenses ......................... 144.0% 
Ministry ............................................................. 91.0% 
Office .............................................................. 128.0% 
Pastor ............................................................... 54.0% 
Payroll .............................................................. 90.0% 
Property ............................................................ 47.0% 
Utilities ............................................................ 112.0% 

 
Condensed P&L for February 2017 

General Fund Contributions $11,975.00 
Benevolences 0.00 
General 1,191.01 
Ministry 285.87 
Office 799.35 
Pastor 3,849.88 
Payroll 5,036.84 
Property 154.40 
Utilities 2,281.97 
Total Expenses  13,599.32 
Net Income (Loss)  ($1,624.32) 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, Feb1 $3,387.32 
Receipts $10.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00)  
Ending Balance, Feb 28 $3,397.32 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, Feb 1 $56.79 
Receipts $737.00 
Disbursements  ($451.00) 
Ending Balance, Feb 28 $342.79 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, Feb 1 $241.01 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Feb 28 $241.01 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, Feb 1 $1,212.54 
Receipts $10.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Feb 28 $1,222.54 
 

 
 
Organ Fund 
Beginning Balance, Feb 1 $0.00 
Receipts $1,221.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Feb 28 $1,221.00 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, Feb 1 $583.06 
Receipts $70.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Feb 28 $653.06 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, Feb 1 $118.89  
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($82.50) 
Ending Balance, Feb 28 $36.39 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, Feb 1 $1,484.81 
Receipts $120.00 
Disbursements  ($600.00) 
Ending Balance, Feb 28 $1,004.81 
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February 14, 2017 
7:00 pm 
 

Council members in attendance: Pastor Paul Tobiason, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Char Myers, Camille 
Skoug, and Howard Hanson. 
Absent: Jim Tocko.  
 

Council Minutes:  Approved by Howard Hanson and second by Camille Skoug. 
Annual Meeting Minutes: Approved by Howard Hanson and second by Camille Skoug. 
Treasurer’s report: Approved by Kate Back and second by Camille Skoug. 
 

New Business: 
 We are looking for someone to be a volunteer coordinator for the distribution day at the community 

cupboard, please contact Michelle if interested. 
 We will be closing window fund and transferring it to building fund. Motion made by Camille Skoug 

and second by Pastor Paul Tobiason. 
 Approval of changes to the ELCA Constitution: Approved by Camille Skoug and second by Howard 

Hanson. 
 

Tom Wagner: 
 Tom spoke about the condition of the organ and what repairs need to be done. Tom agreed to lead a 

fundraiser that will start March 5, 2017. Our goal is to raise $9,000 (the cost of all repairs and tune 
up) by Easter Sunday. Motion made by Howard Hanson and second by Char Myers. 

 

Council will be hosting the first Lenten supper on March 8, 2017. 
 

Pastor Report: 
 Baptism on February 19, 2017. 
 Round Robin will start March 8, 2017 through April 5, 2017 during Lent. 
 First Communion is on Maundy Thursday, April 13, 2017. 
 Monday, February 27, 2017 Elk Creek Lutheran Church will host a Parish Agreement meeting 

starting at 6:30pm. 
  

Closing prayer 
Adjournment: 8:30pm 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 

Council Minutes - February 
By Kate Back 

Birthdays - April 



SALAD LUNCHEON  
OSSEO EVANGELICAL LUTHERAL CHURCH 
 
WELCA Ladies have been invited to a Salad 
Luncheon on Wednesday, April 5th at 12:00 noon 
by the Ladies of Osseo Evangelical Lutheran. 
The program is “A Fairy Garden” featuring Arlena 
Schott.. Please RSVP to OELC at 715-597-3213 
or to Shirley Bagley at 715-597-3603 by April 1st. 

ELECTION DINNER 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF 
PLEASANTVILLE 
TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 2017 
11:30 AM - 1 PM 
 
Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Peas & 
Carrots, Rolls, Salads and Desserts, Coffee, Milk. 
Cost: $10. Country Store & Raffle 

Page 5 T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

Announcements 

 Who:  All Women of the ELCA 
 
 When: Wednesday, April 19 
  8:30 a.m.  Registration & Coffee 
  9:30 a.m.  Meeting & Program 
  Noon  Lunch 
 
 Where: Immanuel Lutheran Church 
  109 Elm St.; Strum, WI 54770 
 
 Cost: $8.00 per person paid in advance by April 14 
  $10.00 after April 14 or paid at the door 
 
 Directions: Strum is located along Hwy 10, 9.5 miles west of Osseo and 14.7 miles east of  
  Mondovi. Turn south off from Hwy 10 onto 5th Ave. Turn left onto Elm St. 
 
Please arrange for a delegate from your unit, as elections will be held for a co-coordinator, treasurer, and 
stewardship, but all women are encourage to attend. Your conference board encourages each unit to send 
an offering payable to “Women of the ELCA” along with your registration. This will be used to help pay 
WELCA expenses for this event and the remaining balance will be divided between SWO, area food 
pantries and other charities. Please bring love gifts of packaged/canned goods and paper products for the 
area food pantries. Quilts may also be brought. Our program titles “Anger is No Fun” features Deb 
Gilbertson, who will entertain and enlighten us with her message. Please plan to join us for the 
Morning of Renewal. 
 
Only one registration form for your church is required. Please contact the leader of your WELCA 
organization. For Immanuel members, please contact Karen Franson. 

Dairyland Conference - Morning of Renewal 2017 

***IMPORTANT MEETING NOTICE*** 
 
PARISH AGREEMENT INFORMATIONAL MEETING 
Please join us for an informational meeting on Monday, April 3 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the details and address 
questions/concerns regarding the Shared Ministry Agreement between Elk Creek Lutheran and Immanuel.  Coffee 
and refreshments provided. A congregational vote will take place after Worship on Sunday, April 23, 2017. All 
voting members are encouraged to attend. 
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR RUTH CHAPTER DOK & REBEKAH & ESTHER CHAPTER JDOK 
@ ILC, 
 

Wow! What a busy month we had in March! First, the senior DOK held a lovely Mini-Retreat on the 
first Saturday. We had all our current members in attendance, plus our 2 incoming members, as 
well as a visitor! Our Bible Study was from the 9th chapter from Creating a Life with God: Walking 
Toward God by Daniel Wolpert. We learned how to do a 'walking prayer.' We also finished up the 
National DOK Study Guide, and then had a business meeting, so we could discuss the current 
Prayer List, the April Retreat, and other things as needed. Meeting in the Fireside Room worked 
out well for those who needed to bring their children. Our next meeting/retreat will be Saturday, 
June 3, from NOON to 4pm, in the Fireside Room. If you are interested, please call Sara Heck 
(715) 695-3229 or the church office (715) 695-3511. The DOK/JDOK is a Christian ecumenical 
religious Order for Prayer, Service, and Evangelism. If you would like us to help you focus your 
passion for God, please join us. 
 

The Junior Daughters finally had their Snow-
Date Lock-In Fri, Mar 10-Sat Mar 11. There 
were 14 girls this year & they had a blast! The 
theme was The Lost Sheep/23rd Psalm/Good 
Shepherd. We had a theme-based scavenger 
hunt, made our own themed snacks, 
pantomimed a life-sized 'Parable of the Good 
Shepherd'; and had themed songs and Minute-
To-Win-It Games; watched the movie 'Secret 
Garden' (with popcorn, of course), and more. A 
big Thank You to Sarah Qureshi, for helping; 
to Janet Cole, for her wonderful Science 
Experiments and breakfast muffins; and to 
Tracie Bilse McSorely, who bravely stayed 
overnight as our other chaperone! I can hardly 
wait 'til next year! 
 

On Sunday, March 19, Madisyn Balk a & Kallie Walz were Admitted as Junior Daughters, and 
Michelle Peaslee & Amanda Mora Bates were Admitted as senior Daughters to the Order of the 
Daughters of the King. Lela Joscelyn, our Province 5 President, drove all the way from Milwaukee 
to help us with the Service, and Pastor Tobiason did a fine job of blessing the crosses and leading 
the Service of Admission. Congratulations and welcome to our newest Members! And thank you to 
the JDOK families who helped with the coffee hour afterwards. 
 

Our next big project, is when six of us go to Adrian, Michigan in April for the Province 5 Retreat. I 
will be giving a workshop for the Juniors, based on 'The Parble of The Lost Coin', as well as one 
on how to start a Junior Chapter. Please pray for us, as 3 adults & 4 Juniors drive together to 
Michigan, Fri Apr 21-Sun Apr 23.  
 

fHs 
 

Sara Heck 
President, Ruth Chapter DOK 
Directress, Rebekah and Esther JDOK 
Prov 5 JDOK Chair 

Daughters of the King 
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Community Outreach & Food Programs 

GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 April 2 Jon & Amy Olson April 2 Colleen Berge  
 April 9 Ron & Char Myhers April 13 Delores Sather (Maundy Thursday) 
 April 16 Ronnette & Matthew Nelson April 16 Gloria Wagener/Barb Adams(Easter) 
 April 23 Brian & Candace Scadrie Flowers Ruth Gilbertson/Ruth Gullicksrud 
 April 30 Scott & Mary Bjorgo Robes  Wyliss Olson  
 
READERS  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  

 April 2 Gracie Schadrie April 2 Jon & Amy Olson 
 April 9 Craig Semingson April 16 Craig & Jodie Semingson 
 April 16 Matthew Nelson  
 April 23 Tom Wagener USHERS    
 April 30 Rosario Mora Bates *Peter & Connor Koxlien, Terry Koxlien,  
   Gabe Koxlien, Jeff Koxlien, Rick, Cade & Kyle 
   McSorley 
ACOLYTES  COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 April 2 Juan Mora Bates  April 2 Karen Franson Family  
 April 9 Gracie Hering April 9 Palm Sunday Brunch  
 April 16 Madisyn Balk & Luke Birdsill April 16  No Coffee Hour 
 April 23 Riley Cegielski April 23 Host(s) Needed 
 April 30 Juan Mora Bates April 30 Host(s) Needed 

Worship Assistants 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, April 4, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School 
District 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY 
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, April 15, 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on 
Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use 
the office entrance on Elm Street and bring 
baskets or totes with you to carry your 
items. Volunteers are welcome, and 
appreciated, to help unload the trucks and 
stock shelves and/or to help distribute the 
food and clean up. Handicapped accessible. 
Located downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please contact Michelle Peaslee for more 
information or to volunteer: 715-695-3511.  

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER 
Sunday, April  2 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
50553 South 2nd St 
Eleva, WI 54738 

Build Your 
Own 

 
TACO BAR 
 
 
COMMUNITY 
DINNER 
Sunday, April 23 
4:30 - 6:30 PM 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
109 Elm St 
Strum, WI 54770 
 
Menu: Tamales - Pork (red sauce) & 

Chicken (green sauce) 
Build your own taco: Choose from mildly 
seasoned ground beef, shredded beef 
(Barbacoa), shredded pork (Carnitas), 
and/or grilled veggies. Choice of hard shell 
or soft shell (corn or flour), Add choice of 
toppings and homemade salsa. 
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Easter Lilies - Altar Guild 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

IN MEMORY OF: 

GERALD THURSTON 
General Fund 
Hensel & Betty Vold 
Organ Fund 
Ron & Char Myhers 
GEORGE HEINEMANN 
General Fund 
Joan Brenengen 
Music Fund 
Lenore Heinemann 
Organ Fund 
Dean & Carolyn Boehne 
David & Colleen Berge 
Hensel & Betty Vold 
West Side Tractor Sales Co. 
CORRINE OTTESTAD 
Organ Fund 
Joan Brenengen 

ALBIN STERRY 
Hamlin Cemetery 
Hensel & Betty Vold 

 
IN HONOR OF: 

THE 100TH BIRTHDAY OF TOM 
WAGENER’S MOTHER 
Organ Fund 
Tom & Gloria Wagener 
 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Funds: 
Building Fund 
Creative Beginnings 
Daughters of the King/Jr. DOK 
Endowment Fund 
General Fund 
Library 
Music Fund / Organ Repair Fund 
Social Concerns 
Strum Area Food Pantry 
Sunday School 
Tremp. Co. Community Cupboard 
Youth Fund 
WELCA 

 
When writing a check, please 
make the check payable to the 
individual memorial fund. 

Memorials & Honorariums 

E
as

te
r 

P
la

n
t 

O
rd

er
 F

o
rm

 
The Altar Guild presents this opportunity for you to purchase an Easter plant in 
thanksgiving for, or in memory of, a loved one. The plant would be for placement in 
the Church on April 16. 

To order a plant, complete the form below and return it to the Church office by April 1  
along with full payment. Please make checks payable to Robbe’s.  

(check one below) 

□  I will contribute a plant 

□   I will give a monetary contribution to the General Fund 

(check one below) 

□   In memory of ____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

□  In thanksgiving for ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

From: _____________________________________________________________ 

Plants will be available for pick-up following the Easter Worship Service or the follow-
ing Monday. Easter Lilies and Mums will be available again this year. Cost per plant: 
Lilies - $8.00; Mums - $8.50. 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Interim Pastor ................................................................... Rev. Paul Tobiason 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Directors ............................. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
Lead Teacher - Monkey Room .................................................... Dusti Bolgrin 
Lead Teacher - Lily Pad Room ........................................................................  
Lead Teacher - Busy Bees Room ...................................................................  
Lead Teacher - Forest Friends Room ................................... Keshia Coleman 
Floater .............................................................................................................  
 
Council Members 
President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ..................................................................... Howard Hanson 
Member-at-large .......................................................................... Char Myhers 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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