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WELCA News

By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer

Our WELCA monthly meeting is Wednesday, April 4th at 1:30 p.m.,
the program is “The 7-ups.” Hope to see you there!

Osseo Evangelical Lutheran WELCA'’s salad luncheon has been
moved to May 9th at 12:00 noon. Their program is called “Hats off to
Music” featuring two retired music teachers from Eau Claire,
Wisconsin.

Our Ladies Day Out was scheduled for May 9th, | will look into
changing the date. We are planning on visiting The Center, it is
nestled between the highways of Eau Claire. It is a place of quiet
tranquility, a place where people can nurture their minds, bodies,
souls, and creative impulses.

We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help this
year. We are currently two officers fshort for 2018. We are looking for
a President, Vice President, or Co-Chairpersons. Please prayerfully
consider accepting a position on your WELCA team. We also need
three serving group chairpersons, serving groups 4, 5, and 8 still need
someone from their groups to step forward and volunteer to serve as
chairperson.

DUTIES OF A SERVING GROUP CHAIRPERSON

1. You will be called by one of the serving coordinators.

2. Then you would call all members of your group and ask each to
provide an item needed or if you have already filled the request,
ask for a $5.00 donation. The coordinator will tell you what is
needed.

3. Ask for workers to help the day of the event, the coordinator will let

you know how many workers are needed, but everyone in your

group should be asked because it is better to have too much help
than not enough. Unforeseen circumstances can prevent someone
who plans to work from doing so.

Collected money goes to Jean Herman, money can be left at

Robbe’s or the church office. Put in an envelope and mark clearly

whom it is from and what was the event. Jean checks regularly at

both places.

s

Please remember your WELCA plays an active role in the life of our
church.



Easter Peace - Easter Wounds
By Pastor Valerian J Ahles

In both the gospels of Luke and John, Jesus appears to his disciples on Easter and says, “Peace
be with you.” Then he shows them his wounds; his hands, his feet and his side saying to them,
“Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see, for a ghost does
not have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” Then he asked them for something to eat
and they give Jesus a piece of broiled fish which he ate in their presence.

The Risen Christ returns to them on Easter day and says, “peace be with you”. Not “Hi!”, not “I'm
back!”, just, “Peace be with you!” Then, Jesus shows them his wounds. Somehow, showing
them his wounds, begins in them the joy and wonderment of Easter. While they still don’t fully
understand until Jesus opens their minds to the scripture and sends his Holy Spirit upon them,
they have in them that spark of joy and wonder of Easter.

Peace and wounds — they seem to go together. Suddenly, out of the darkness of the grave, Jesus
steps with the Light of grace and salvation so that they can set aside quarrelling and conflict to
enjoy the peace that only Christ can give. This is a deep abiding peace and harmony that heals
divisions, roots out violence, and brings the fullness of life with God.

The last two months have been a whirl wind of anxiety, stress, emotional upheaval and grief as
my family faced once again the return of cancer within Ben that has now claimed his breath and
life from us. We were hoping for at least a couple more months and maybe more, but on Sunday,
March 4th, God called him home and we feel wounded and broken from his presence and love
among us.

Yet, there is comfort; not only from so many of you who have held us in your thoughts and
prayers, but also from the joy and wonder that comes from hearing the story of Holy Week that
conveys God’s great love for us through the beloved son Jesus. From his triumphant entry into
Jerusalem, to his promise to be with us when we eat the bread and drink the wine, to his sacrifice
on the cross so that we are freed from sin, brokenness and death, to the stone rolled away from
the tomb that is empty, Jesus Christ brings healing and new life for all who believe in him as the
savior of the world. We have peace and hope for the life that will come when we join the great
cloud of witnesses which now includes our son, Ben.

The peace that only Christ can give is more than surrendering ourselves to suffering and loss.
The peace of Christ helps us to actively unite our wounds to the wounds of Christ’s hands and
feet, and side. The crucified Christ brings healing and wholeness. Although it can be difficult to
remain at peace while we are suffering, it is through our woundedness that we appreciate the
healing peace of Christ.

We all need the Easter peace that comes through the presence of the Risen Christ; this
Eastertime peace that calls for healing amidst all despair and woundedness; for a grace that heals
even after death steals a loved one away.

Of course, this healing peace has come at a cost. There is no Easter without Good Friday, no
Resurrection without the cross, no healing but for the wounding. Easter peace is costly. It cost
Jesus his life.
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Easter Peace - Easter Wounds (continued)
By Pastor Valerian J Ahles

Yet, even after he has paid the ultimate price for our salvation, Christ does not hold this debt over
our heads. Rather, he shows us his wounds and offers us his peace. He does not force us to
accept him, but he offers forgiveness and mercy and sends us out to extend that same forgiveness
and mercy to others.

Pr. Ahles

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is
to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. (Lk.24:46-48)

Easter Message
By Bishop Rick Hoyme

Dear Saints of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,

This week | was honored to preach at the funeral of a 37 year old pastor who |
died too young and left behind a wife and a two year old daughter. It was an hon- S RISEN!
or, but also just plain hard work. Not just for me, but everyone who sat in the
overflowing sanctuary. But what would have been inestimably harder would have been doing that
work without Easter...doing that work without Jesus. But | was able to stand in that pulpit and pro-
claim as clearly, and with as much certainty as | could muster, that death does not have the final
say. | said these words: “Jesus died, and Jesus rose again, for a day just like this.” Yes he did.

| often tell pastors, deacons and Synodically Authorized Ministers: "There are three high holy days
in the year - Christmas, Easter and Mothers’ Day. And don’t ever forget Mother’s day!” All three of
these days celebrate the gift of new life. Each, in its own way, celebrates Jesus bringing new life
into a world that can be dragged down by the fear and the reality of death.

So, what about Easter? First of all, | hope that everyone who reads these words takes/makes the
time to go to church on Easter. Secondly, as you sit there in the lily scented church, surrounded by
light and the sound of beautiful hymns, try to imagine your most difficult collision with death with-
out the belief that Jesus really did rise from that tomb. Imagine burying a parent, or a child, or a
spouse or a friend without that promise. Imagine. | cannot.

| cannot imagine, because | don’t remember a day in my entire life when | didn’t have that promise
folded into me. It has strengthened me on days when it was all | had. The promise that “Jesus
died, and Jesus rose again, for a day just like this.” It is an awesome gift and one for which | am
grateful.

This Easter, go to church. But don’t just go there. Imagine someone who hasn’t received the gift of
that promise. If you can’t think of anyone, well, you may need to get out and make some new
friends! Because what you have been given, is too precious to hang onto by yourself. All of us, if
we live long enough, will experience a “day just like this.” It is inevitable. And we have a promise
that will make a difference to someone who just cannot do that plain hard work by themselves.

They need Jesus. They need the promise of Jesus. They need the hope of Jesus. They need what
you have been given. Please...share it. It is an honor.

Bishop Rick Hoyme
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin-ELCA
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Announcements

THRIVENT
FINANCIAL

Connecting faith & finances for good

74

HOW TO DIRECT
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS®

By phone:

1. Call 800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent
Choice.”

2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear Thrivent
Choice program Terms and Conditions. If prompted,
say or enter your phone number and date of birth.

3. A representative will work with you to direct Choice
Dollars.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF HUMAN RELATIONS

1. SPEAK TO PEOPLE - There is nothing as nice as a
cheerful word of greeting.

2. SMILE AT PEOPLE - It takes 72 muscles o frown and
only 14 to smile.

3. CALL PEOPLE BY NAME - The sweetest music to
many ears is the sound of one’s own name.

4. BE FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL - If you would have
friends, be friendly.

5. BE CORDIAL - Speak and act as though everything
you do is a genuine pleasure.

HAVE A GENUINE INTEREST IN PEOPLE.

BE GENEROUS WITH PRAISE - Cautious with
criticism.

8. BE CONSIDERATE OF THE FEELINGS OF OTHERS
- There are three sides to a controversy - yours, the
other side, and the right side.

9. BE THOUGHTFUL OF THE OPINION OF OTHERS.

. BE ALERT TO GIVE SERVICE. What counts most in
life is what we do.

(Submitted by Ruth Gullicksrud)

Online:

o

Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

In the Direct Choice Dollars section on the right, click
“Get started now.”

Log in by entering your user ID and password. If you
haven’t yet registered on Thrivent.com, click “Register
for account access.”

Find the number of Choice Dollars available to direct.

Locate the organization to which you want to direct
Choice Dollars:

To direct to a previous organization, click “Direct
Now” next to the organization’s name or click on the
“View activity history” link, scroll down and click on
the name of the desired organization.

To direct to a new organization, enter keyword like
name, ZIP code, etc. Click “Search.”

Choose “Direct All” or enter a specific number and
click “Direct Now.” Follow the prompts on the
confirmation page to direct Choice Dollars.

Can’t make it to church?
LIVE STREAM NOW AVAILABLE

Watch our broadcast using your smartphone,
tablet, or computer. All you need is an internet or
Wi-Fi connection.

www.immanuel-strum.com/live.html|

To make an online contribution, one-
time or recurring, click on

Give

Online contributions may be made by credit or
debit card, or by automatic transfer using your
savings or checking account.

DONATIONS POWERED BY O Pushpay

APRIL 2018
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Announcements

Jubilate Deo )

Church Choir Festival ./5

4"‘:

Agape in Concert
April 11, 2018

6:30 PM
St. John’s Lutheran Church
1804 Highland Ave
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

April 15, 2018
6 PM
Eleva Lutheran Church
50533 2nd St South
Eleva, Wisconsin

Refreshments and treats will be served in the

church fellowship hall following the service. , ,
Free will donation

CL“OO’lW

WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Saturday morning keynote speakers - Deacon Amy

WomenELCA 2=

2018 Synod Women’s Convention
April 20 - 21, 2018
7 PM, Friday - Business Meeting
Saturday - Speakers & Awareness sessions
Bethany Lutheran Church
35 W Messenger St
Rice Lake, Wisconsin

Hartman, founding director of Cherish All Children and
Rev Laurie Skow-Anderson, assistant to the Synod
Bishop, “180 Degrees.”

Awareness sessions - Doctrine of Discovery, Water
Quality, Human Trafficking, Domestic Violence, Benjamin
House, Conversation with Bishop Hoyme, Bishop of the
NW Synod of WI

Faith in Action Tables - Bring In-kind gifts for Benjamin
House, Test your water kits, Hotline for trafficking and
domestic violence, Bold Generosity brochures, letter to
legislatiors to ratify UN Ban against corporal punishment
of children

Registration fee: $35 (includes lunch) until April
7. Late registration - $40.

REGISTER EARLY FOR LUTHER PARK!

Have you taken time to look at the summer camp programs offered at Luther Park and Luther
Woods? While June and July may seem a long way away, the staff at Luther Park is already
gearing up for another exciting summer filled with fun and growing in faith. Luther Park offers a
variety of programs for campers who have completed Kindergarten-12th grades. Whether you are
a first-time camper or a veteran senior high, there is something for everyone at Luther Park! If you
register and pay in full before May 1st you will receive the Early Bird Discount. To sign up for camp,
pick up a brochure and send in your registration today or visit www.lutherpark.org to register
online. Make your plans now to have camp be a part of your summer. Camp brochures can be
found at the church or contact the Luther Park office at info@lutherpark.org or (715) 859-2215.
Scholarships available through Immanuel Lutheran Church and Luther Park for those in need of
financial assistance.
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Financial Report - February 2018

Weekly Contributions & Expenses

Contributions & Expenses Comparison
Average per month

Feb1-Feb 3
General Fund Contributions............. $235.00 January - February
EXPENnses ......ccovveeeeiiiiiiiii (399.60) 2016 2017 2018
Net INCOME (LOSS) ..rvvrreerreerrrenns ($164.60) Contributions 16,023.60 12,755.90 11,858.07
Feb 4 - Feb 10 Expenses 17,152.17 14,537.69 14,386.60
e -
General Fund Contributions.......... $3,546.00 Percent of Budget Allowance
EXDENSES wovoooooeeeeceeeererrren (1,686.30) Monthly
Net Income (LoSS).....cccccevuuen.ee. $1,859.70 Feb StB"SLgh:t"": fz
Feb11-Feb17 General Contributions 81.0% 15,442.17
General Fund Contributions.......... $3,837.95 Benevolences 100.0% 500.00
EXPEenses .......coecceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiens (5,873.47) Building / Property 72.4% 487.50
Net Income (LOSS)......cccuvvuuerenne ($2,035.52) General Operating 6.1% 1,137.50
Feb 18 - Feb 24 Ministry 78.4% 416.67
General Fund Contributions.......... $2,116.09 Office 65.4% 429.17
EXDENSES ovoveieieieeeriieiirererenn, (540.00) Pastor 78.9% 5,183.34
Net Income (LOSS) ...c.cereeererrennen. $1,576.09 Payroll 102.3% 5,434.06
Feb 25 - Feb 28 Utilities 144.7% 1,883.34
General Fund Contributions.......... $2,763.69
EXDENSES oo (5,395.32) Condensed P&L for February 2018
Net Income (LOSS).....c.ceervurennee. ($2,631.63) General Fund Contributions $12,498.73
Benevolences (500.00)
Total Contributions............cc......... $12,498.73 Building / Property (352.85)
Total EXpenses ..........cccevveeeennn.. (13,894.69) General (68.76)
Net Income (L0OSS)....cccccrrrrrnneee ($1,395.96) Ministry (326.61)
Office (280.35)
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) Pastor (4,086.68)
Balance, February 28......................... $0.00 Payroll (5,555.19)
Utilities (2,724.25)
Total Expenses (13,894.69)
Net Income (Loss) ($1,395.96)
Restricted Fund Accounts
Building Fund Parsonage Fund
Beginning Balance, February 1 $3,881.14 Beginning Balance, February 1 $0.00
Receipts 1,055.01 Receipts 4,400.00
Disbursements (2,800.00) Disbursements (0.00)
Ending Balance, February 28 $2,136.15 Ending Balance, February 28 $4,400.00
Daughters of the King Social Concerns
Beginning Balance, February 1 $227.30 Beginning Balance, February 1 $999.88
Receipts 36.60 Receipts 59.75
Disbursements (0.00) Disbursements (0.00)
Ending Balance, February 28 $263.90 Ending Balance, February 28 $1,059.63
Library Fund Sunday School
Beginning Balance, February 1 $241.26 Beginning Balance, February 1 $818.39
Receipts 0.00 Receipts 0.00
Disbursements (0.00) Disbursements (0.00)
Ending Balance, February 28 $241.26 Ending Balance, February 28 818.39
Music / Organ Fund Youth Fund
Beginning Balance, February 1 $5,367.31 Beginning Balance, February 1 $8,059.24
Receipts 140.00 Receipts 1,545.00
Disbursements (0.00) Disbursements (0.00)
Ending Balance, February 28 $5,507.31 Ending Balance, February 28 $9,604.24
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Worship Assistants

GREETERS
Apr 1 Matt & Ronnette Nelson
Apr 8 Ron & Char Myhers
Apr15  Jon & Amy Olson

Apr 22  Deloris Sather & Mary Salava

Apr 29 Brian & Candace Schadrie
READERS

Apr 1 Josh Stendahl

Apr 8 Jim Tocko

Apr 15  Tom Wagener

Apr 22  Virginia Anderson

Apr29  Colleen Berge
ACOLYTES

Apr 1 Grace Clark & Annika Gullicksrud

Apr 8 Ethan Gunderson
Apr 15 Laney Windjue
Apr22  Tessa Hazelton
Apr29  Antony Hanson

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Apr 1 No Coffee Hour - Easter
Apr 8 Host(s) Needed
Apr 15  Host(s) Needed
Apr22  Host(s) Needed
Apr29  Host(s) Needed

ALTAR GUILD
Apr 1 Gloria Wagener & Barb Adams
(Trays)
Apr 15  Colleen Berge
Flowers
Robes  Wyllis Olson
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
Apr 1 Kevin & Camille Skoug
Apr 15  Peter & Rita Berge

USHERS
*Peter & Connor Koxlien, Jeff Koxlien,
Gabe Koxlien, and Terry Koxlien

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS BRIGHTEN OUR DAY!
THANKS FOR SERVING!

Community Outreach Food Programs

COMMUNITY DINNER (ELC)
Sunday, April 1 (First Sunday)
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Eleva Lutheran Church

50553 South 2nd St - Eleva

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY
Tuesday, April 3 (First Tuesday)
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum -
Fireside Room

Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School
District

RUBY’S PANTRY (UCC - OSSEO)
Tuesday, April 10 (Second Tuesday) 4:30
p-m. -6:00 p.m.

United Church of Christ

Corner of HWY 10 and Main St. - Osseo

$20 Cash Donation. Bring two plastic totes
or boxes for food. No income requirements
or limitations. Anyone may come.

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):

Saturday, April 21 (Third Saturday)

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - Fellowship
Hall

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on Elm
Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the office
entrance on EIm Street and bring baskets or totes
with you to carry your items. Volunteers are
welcome, and appreciated, to help unload the
trucks and stock shelves and/or to help distribute
the food and clean up. Handicapped accessible.
Located downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Please
contact Michelle Peaslee for more information or to
volunteer: 715-695-3511.
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Sunday School

Sunday, April 1
Sunday, April 29
Sunday, May 6

ILC Sunday School 2017-18

Please mark your calendars for these special dates for
Immanuel Lutheran Sunday School

EASTER SUNDAY — NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Last Day of Sunday School Class
KIDS SING during Worship

PLANENG
B

FAI

If you haven'’t already, please join the ILC Sunday School Facebook Group and/or the Immanuel
Lutheran, Strum, WI Facebook Group for reminders, updates and additional information.

If you have any questions, please email ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com or leave a message with Michelle

in the Church office.

Memorials

Nels Norheim
General Fund

Clarice Bergerson

Ron & Char Myhers

Joe & Mary Rindal

Mark & Cindy Olson
Mary & Duke Berg
Steve & Karen Hanson
Joyce Schmidt

Gary & Corinne Hanson
West Beef River Cemetery
David Maug

Sunday School

Jon & Amy Olson

Gary & Debra Ottestad
Daneen & Lynn Norheim
Music Fund

Jeanette Berg

Library Fund

Mary Larson

Birthdays - April

Building Fund

David & Jean Herman
St. Paul’s Cemetery
David Fischer

Rev Ben Ahles-lverson
Luther Park Bible Camp
Gary & Corinne Hanson
Building Fund

Eric & Karen Franson
David & Jean Herman
General Fund

Dean & Carolyn Boehne
Ardell & Wyllis Olson
Florine Koxlien
Endowment Fund
Marie Murrell

Beulah Hollister

St Paul’s Cemetery
Barbara Armstrong
Creative Beginnings
Barbara Armstrong

MEMORIAL FUNDS:
Immanuel Lutheran Church:
Building Fund, Daughters of the
King/dr. DOK, General Fund,
Library, Music Fund / Organ Repair
Fund, Social Concerns, Sunday
School, Youth Fund

When writing a check to the
following funds, please make the
check payable to the individual
fund _or organization, not to
Immanuel Lutheran Church.

Creative Beginnings Early Learning
Center (CBELC), Endowment Fund,
Strum Area Food Pantry, Tremp.
Co. Community Cupboard, WELCA

Cemetery Funds:

Hamlin Cemetery

St. Paul's Cemetery (Strum)
West Beef River Cemetery

Bennett Bauer..........ccccccceeee.
Vickie Shermo........cccccvvvvcenennns
Wyatt Nelson..........cccceviiiennnns
Ramona Hanson...........ccccc.......
Virginia Howard...........cc....coee.
Kelsey Underwood.....................
Mildred Finstad ..........cccccceeeee.
Larry Nelson..........ccocccvvieeeeeeennn.
Nicole Rindal.............cccceeniienn.
Joanne Brion.........ccccoeiieinnnn.
George Brown.......c.occoceeeeeenn.
Joyce Russell.......cccceeevinnneennn.
Gary Ottestad...........cccceeevenreennn.
Myles Segerstrom............cc........
Helen Toft.......cccoooviiiiiie,
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Carmen Ellifson........ccccoeeeeeeeenen. 11
Brad Kensmoe ........ccccceevvvunnnennn. 11
Melissa Anderson ...................... 12
Grace Anderson...........ccc........... 13
Wayne Guenther.........ccc........... 14
ValHerman .......ccccoeoevvveiiiinnnnnnnn. 14
Sue Larson.........cccvvvvvviieeeeeenes 14
Esther Yarrington....................... 14
Doris Anderson ...........ccoeuvveeenn... 15
Ruth Engen .......ccccoooviieiiiiieenn. 15
Lilly Glenz........cccooeiiiiieiiee, 16
Parker Glasspoole ..................... 17
Steven Gullicksrud..................... 17
Ander SKOUg ......ccoevcvieeeiiciieeenns 17
Diane Davidson...........ccccuvvuuen.... 18

Rick McSorley ........cccoveiennnneen. 18
Wyllis OISON ...oooeeiiiiiiiieeee 18
Michael Zingsheim..................... 18
Irene Brian........ccoeeeeevvieiiiinnnnnn 20
Matt Nelson ......ccceeeevvveiiiivennnnnnen. 20
Robert Toft.......ceeeeiiiiiiiiiiin. 21
David Erickson ..........ccoovvvvunnnnn... 22
Linda Franson .........ccccoevvvvuunnnn... 24
Gracie Schadrie ......................... 24
Barrey Austin .......cccooooiiiiieen. 25
ANN KiSOr.......oovvvieeeiiiiiiiii, 25
Debra Petersen.........cccccuvuuuen.... 25
Gregory Kruger .....c.ccccoceveevnnennn. 26
Savannah Glasspoole................ 28
Drew Salava...........ccccceeveennn.. 28
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Immanuel Lutheran Church

A .
a }“ Evangel.lcal Luﬂ!eran L K (o O Rev. Valerian J Ahles
“&3 ?;0 Church in America Parish AAMINISIrator .............ccuiviveeiieiiiieesiessieasie e asieeanns Michelle Peaslee
) CUSEOQIAN ... Ronnette Nelson
God's work. Our hands. Organist/MUSIC DIr€CEOr .............coueeeieeeiiieaaaee e Jeanette Tobiason
Sunday SCHOOI DIr€CION ............cceeeiiiiiiiie et Sherry Bjerke
This is Christ’s _ o _
Chur ch Cre'at:ve' Beginnings Early Learning Center (CBELC) . .
J ACHNG DIFECION ........cceiiiieiesie et Dusti Bolgrin
There is a place for you here. Lead TEACKEr - INFANS .............cccoeveeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeres e Dusti
Lead TeaCher - AQES 1 = 2......uueeeeeeee e ee st e e Kalleigh
We are the church that shares a Leaq TEACREr - AQES 3+ ... et Roxie
|iving, daring confidence in ASSISTANT ...ttt
God’s grace. Liberated by our .

faith, we embrace you as a Council Members
whole person — questions, P(eSIdent.. .................................................................................... Chgr Myhers
complexities and all. Join us as VICE-PreSIdeNt ............ccocuiviiiiii ettt Vickie Hanson
we do God's work in Christ's SECTEIAIY ..ottt Kat?I Bfack
name for the life of the world. A7;lreasurer ................................................................................ Jenny Tollefson
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Live Stream available at www.immanuel-strum.com
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