
In an attempt to rectify the pollution of waterways in Minnesota, a law 
was passed this summer which requires a 16.5-foot grass buffer zone 
along ditches and 50 foot buffer zone along public waterways.  Hopefully 
this will help reduce soil erosion, improve water quality and create wildlife 
habitat.  This law will probably have only a modest impact at first, but it is 
the first step in addressing the problem 0f pollution. 
 
Many of Minnesota’s southwestern waterways are unsafe for swimming 
and fishing.  This not unique to just Minnesota rural communities.  Many 
communities are coping with the dilemma of pollution by chemicals.  
Many waterways are losing aquatic life and shallow aquifers, which are a 
source of drinking water, are showing heightened levels of nitrates from 
fertilizers.  It is a double edge sword for agricultural communities.  It is a 
delicate balance where farming has become a major polluter and is a 
financial anchor.  Communities are forced to drill deeper wells and add 
additional filtering systems at a considerable cost.  High nitrate levels 
may be accompanied by pesticides and other contaminants.  Excessive 
nitrates in drinking water reduces the body’s ability to carry oxygen to 
vital tissues.  Cooperative efforts will result in a fair solution. 
 
Live life to the fullest. 

Stewardship of God’s Earth 
By Jim Tocko 

Message from Pastor Ken 2 

Council Minutes 3 

Financials 5 

Memorials 7 

Birthdays 8 

Calendar 9 

Worship Assistant Schedule 10 

Daughters of the King 11 

WELCA 13 

Inside this issue: 

T
h

e
 C

h
u

r
c

h
 M

e
s

s
e

n
g

e
r

 

I
M

M
A

N
U

E
L

 
L

U
T

H
E

R
A

N
 

C
H

U
R

C
H

 
-

 
S

T
R

U
M

,
 

W
I

S
C

O
N

S
I

N
 

August 2015 

To make an 
online donation, 

scan this QR 

code with your 
smartphone to 

be taken to our 

secure donation 

page. 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 
9 AM : Worship 
10 AM: Coffee Hour 
11:15 AM: Acoustic Service 
 (Music by Gabe Koxlien) 
 
*If you would like to host or 
sponsor a coffee hour, please call 
Michelle in the office at: 
(715) 695-3511. 

Immanuel Lutheran WELCA  
Chanhassen Bus Trip 

 
Wednesday, September 9 

Cost: $87.00 
 

Includes bus, lunch & show, tip, and treats. 
Reservations must be paid by August 12 
 

For more information and/or to make a 
reservation, please call: 
 

Jeanette Berg 715-635-3946 
Sara Heck 715-635-3229 
Church office 715-635-3511 

 

A sign-up sheet is also located in the 
Narthex. 
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A Message from Pastor Ken 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

…”BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR MINDS, AND TO CLOTHE 
YOURSELVES WITH THE NEW SELF, CREATED ACCORDING TO THE 
LIKENESS OF GOD IN TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS.” EPHESIANS 
4:23-24 
 
Newness. Sometimes as humans we resist new things and cling to the familiar. In today’s age, 
with change happening at warp speed, having the old familiar can be comforting.  
I agree.  
 
However, what happens when the familiar is rooted in ways that hold us back from becoming 
what may be better for us, and for people in our lives and community? 
 
Many of you may know that I am in the process of reordering my life, and the latest is the process 
of addressing my health. I have been trying to exercise more, which has included the need to 
wake several hours before I am accustomed. Ugh. Yet, thanks to my friends, I have been held 
accountable to this new way of life. I am now better for it. Thanks Brian and Camille, Candace and 
Terry, you guys are true friends and model Gospel living.  
 
I have recently seen a dietician, to address the high levels of cholesterol in my blood and my 
overweightness. Bottom line: if I am to improve my levels and to lose weight, I need to make 
better choices in the amounts and types of foods I choose to eat. Not fun, yet I realize that this is 
better for my chances for being a better person, husband, father, and pastor.  
 
Our natural tendency when confronted with a shortcoming, or an opportunity for a better way, is to 
dig in, and refuse to change, even demonizing the source of the challenge.  
 
Of course, just because it is a new way, doesn’t always mean it is a better way. Change for the 
sake of change doesn’t make any sense to me. But most of the time, if we are honest with 
ourselves, the old ways could be improved because life is changing around us.  
 
Our culture is changing. Our society is changing. I believe that we as a church would benefit from 
asking ourselves some challenging questions about how to reach and to serve our changing 
community and culture. One way to reach and serve our community is to open our church doors 
to the community in a variety of new ways. Exercise classes, spiritual direction, Bible studies, 
support groups, music lessons, and coffee clubs. Who knows? 
 
What might it mean as a community of faith to be renewed by the Spirit in a new likeness?  
 
May God guide and direct us. May God grant us new hearts to seek renewing ways to reach, 
connect and to serve our community and the changing world we live in today.  
 
Pax et bonum. (Peace and all good)  Pastor Ken 
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Council Minutes - May 2015 

May 12, 2015 
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm 
 
Members present: Pastor Ken, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Jim Tocko, Camille Skoug, Dan Bjerke, and 
Howard Hanson 
 
Approval of April 14, 2015 council minutes: Motion made to approve by Dan Bjerke, second by Howard 
Hanson. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Treasure’s Report for April: Motion made to approve by Camille Skoug, second by Kate Back. 
Motion carried. 
 
Old Business:  

 Window project will be starting in late June or early July. Goal is to have it all done before our 100th 
year celebration. 

 Roof needs to be replaced. At this time we have one bid that we are looking at. 
 
New Business:  

 We will be replacing the sidewalk in front of church down to the neighbor’s house. The cost will be 
$900.00 dollars and the neighbor will be helping with the cost. 

 
Pastor’s Report: 

 The last Sunday in June we will be having a canoe outing, combined with our community dinner. 
 There are eight kids getting confirmed this year. Motion made to approve by Jim Tocko, second by 

Camille Skoug. Motion carried.  
 Pastor will be attending Assembly synod at UW Eau Claire campus on May 30th and 31st. 

 
Adjournment: 8:45pm 
 
Warmest Regards,  
Kate Back  

 
As a kid growing up in St. Paul, there was always plenty of things to do. If we didn’t generate our own 
activities there was always something to do at the playgrounds or churches. The churches seemed to be 
the focal point for activities, whether it be adult or child oriented. It appears that it is coming back around. 
In case you haven’t noticed the Feed My People Food Distribution, now known as The Community 
Cupboard, is now located at the church. It, coupled with the Food Pantry, provides needy families with a 
free source of food. A free exercise class is happening on Thursday evenings with an additional class 
being planned for the fall along with a yoga group and a weight loss support group. The third Sunday of 
the month, after the 9 a.m. service, a brunch is served. If you haven’t shared in this delight as of yet, don’t 
miss it in the future. On the fourth Sunday of the month, we host a Community Dinner from 4:30 p.m. until 
6:30 p.m. This is available to all people in the community. A series of informational presentations on 
pertinent topics will be initiated this fall by our new Parish nurse, Charlene Anderson. Each presentation 
will be given by community medical personnel. The first topic of discussion will focus on dementia. People 
can once again look to the church for leadership in addressing community needs. (See page 4, 11 and 12 
for a list of current and upcoming activities at the church.) 
 
Looking forward to seeing you there! 
Jim Tocko 
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Council Minutes - June 2015 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

June 9, 2015 
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm 
 
Members present: Pastor Ken, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Jim Tocko, Camille Skoug, Dan Bjerke, and 
Howard Hanson 
 
Approval of May 12, 2015 council minutes: Motion made to approve by Dan Bjerke, second by Michelle 
Peaslee. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Treasure’s Report for May: Motion made to approve by Howard Hanson, second by Camille 
Skoug. Motion carried. 
 
Old Business:  

 The panels for the windows will be ordered in mid-June. 
 The carpet will be installed at the end of June.  
 The canoe trip will be on June 28, 2015. It will start and end at Tom Wagner’s house, with our 

community dinner to follow. 
 
New Business:  

 “Feed my people” (now known as The Community Cupboard Food Distribution) will now be held at 
the church on the second Tuesday from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. and the Strum Area Food Pantry on third 
Tuesday from 9 a.m. till 11:00 a.m. of every month. 

 The pastor and others have been getting together for a walking group at 5:45 a.m., Monday through 
Friday in front of the church. Everyone is welcome to join. 

 CBLC would like to get some bids on taking a wall down, to make a room bigger. Motion made to 
approve by Camille Skoug, second by Kate Back. Motion carried. 

 The church will be hosting a blood drive on July 25, 2015. 
 
Pastor Report: 

 The second service is working on getting through Galatians. 
 We are still in need of people for the decorating committee. 

 
Adjournment: 8:05pm 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back  

Activities, Services, and 
Opportunities to Serve 
 Sunday morning worship 

 9 a.m. Traditional service (in need of 
Worship Assistants) 

 10 a.m. Coffee hour 
 10 a.m. Brunch on the 3rd Sunday 
 11:15 a.m. Acoustic service  

 Music by Gabe Koxlien 
 Babysitter(s) available for children 

under 4 
 Exercise with Pati Fassino (Tue & Thu at 6 p.m.) 

 Morning Walking Club (Mon - Fri at 5:45 a.m.) 
 Coffee Club (Kaffee with Katie – last Wednesday 

of each month at 10 a.m.) 
 Community Cupboard Food Distribution (2nd Tue 

4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.) 
 Community Dinner (4th Sunday each month 4:30 

p.m. – 6:30 p.m.) 
 Strum Area Food Pantry (fourth Tue 9 - 11 a.m.) 
 Opportunities to serve in WELCA 
 Women’s Bible Studies 
 Daughters of the King 
 Junior Daughters of the King 
 Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
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Financial Report - May 2015 

May 1 - May 2 
General  Fund Contributions ............ $375.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($173.57) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $201.43 
 
May 3 - May 9 
General Fund Contributions .......... $5,899.41 
Expenses .................................... ($3,679.92) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $2,219.49 
 
May 10 - May 16 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,401.00 
Expenses .................................... ($6,239.35) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($2,838.35) 
 
May 17 - May 23 
General Fund Contributions .......... $4,192.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($504.74) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $3,687.26 
 
May 24 - May 30 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,747.00 
Expenses ......................................... ($37.86) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,709.14 
 
May 31 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,587.50 
Expenses .................................... ($5,068.89) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,461.39) 
 
Total Contributions ...................... $17,202.91 
Total Expenses ......................... ($15,704.33) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,498.58 
 
Liabilities 
Loan Balance Due ....................... $9,679.00 
 
Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions .............. 121.3% 
Other Contributions ........................... 120.0% 
Benevolences .................................... 100.0% 
General Expense .................................. 0.0% 
Ministry Expenses ............................... 94.0% 
Office Expenses ................................ 106.3% 
Pastor Expenses ................................. 98.1% 
Payroll Expenses .............................. 100.0% 
Property Expenses ............................ 147.6% 
Utilities Expense .................................. 61.1% 
 
Actual May Expenses ............... $15,704.33 
Budgeted May Expenses .......... $17,304.95 
Percent of Budget Used ................... 90.8% 
 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, May 1 $1,053.12 
Receipts $105.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00)  
Ending Balance, May 31 $1,158.12 
Chapel Fund 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $743.07 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $743.07 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $157.96 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($75.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $82.96 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $284.00 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $284.00 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $504.77 
Receipts $30.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $534.77 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $1,559.48 
Receipts $57.75 
Disbursements  ($168.30) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $1,448.93 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $1,071.22  
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($97.22) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $974.00 
Window Fund 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $12,096.53 
Receipts $90.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $12,186.53 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, May 1 $1,286.34 
Receipts $735.79 
Disbursements  ($547.48) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $1,474.65 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

January - June 
    2013    2014    2015   
Contributions 14,977.32 14,898.83 15,225.73 
Expenses 16,594.21 16,482.00 16,103.24 



Jun 1 - Jun 6 
General  Fund Contributions ................. $1,920.00 
Expenses ............................................ ($4,606.10) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................ ($2,686.10) 
 
Jun 7 - Jun 13 
General Fund Contributions .................. $4,201.00 
Expenses ............................................ ($1,418.44) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................... $2,782.56 
 
Jun 14 - Jun 20 
General Fund Contributions .................. $3,709.00 
Expenses ............................................ ($5,801.23) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................ ($2,092.23) 
 
Jun 21 - Jun 27 
General Fund Contributions .................. $1,893.00 
Expenses ............................................... ($130.54) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................... $1,762.46 
 
Jun 28 - Jun 30 
General Fund Contributions .................. $2,156.00 
Expenses ............................................ ($4,764.25) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................ ($2,608.25) 
 
Total Contributions .............................. $13,879.00 
Total Expenses ................................. ($16,720.56) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................ ($2,841.56) 
 

Liabilities 
Loan Balance Due ............................... $9,679.00 
 

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ....................... 96.8% 
Other Contributions .................................. 154.4% 
Benevolences ........................................... 100.0% 
General Expense ........................................ 95.7% 
Ministry Expenses .................................... 235.3% 
Office Expenses ......................................... 61.6% 
Pastor Expenses ...................................... 106.0% 
Payroll Expenses ...................................... 101.0% 
Property Expenses ..................................... 59.5% 
Utilities Expense ......................................... 66.1% 
 

Actual June Expenses ...................... $16,720.56 
Budgeted June Expenses ................. $17,237.36 
Percent of Budget Used ........................... 97.1% 

 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, June 1 $1,158.12 
Receipts $65.48 
Disbursements  ($0.00)  
Ending Balance, June 30 $1,223.60 
Chapel Fund 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $743.07 
Receipts $0.22 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $743.29 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $82.96 
Receipts $68.05 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $151.01 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $284.00 
Receipts $65.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $319.00 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $534.77 
Receipts $75.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $609.77 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $1,448.93 
Receipts $88.90 
Disbursements  ($991.97) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $545.86 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $974.00  
Receipts $60.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $1,034.00 
Window Fund 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $12,186.53 
Receipts $170.43 
Disbursements  ($6,297.76) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $6,059.20 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, April1 $1,474.65 
Receipts $971.59 
Disbursements  ($981.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $1,465.24 
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Memorials 

IN MEMORY OF ALTON GUNEM 
General Fund 
Arlan & Diane Davidson 
Charlene Anderson 
Clarice Bergerson 
Dale & Charlene Olsen 
David & Jean Herman 
Don & Harriet Gilbertson 
Donna Hanson 
Janet Skoug 
Jim Tocko 
Joan Brenengen 
Paul & Ruth Eide 
Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
Wilmer & Edna Dahl 

Window Fund 
Jeanette Berg 

IN MEMORY OF ARLAN 
DAVIDSON SR., PHIL & DEB 
ROGERS, MICHAEL DAVIDSON 

(my Husband, Son and Daughter, and 
Stepson) 

General Fund 
Connie Davidson 

IN MEMORY OF BOBBY BERG 
General Fund 
Joanne Brion 

IN MEMORY OF BOBBY D BACK 
Building Fund 
Jim & Judy Foss 

General Fund 
Deloris Sather 
Francis Eide 
Greg Sather 
Mildred Finstad 
Shirley Myren 

IN MEMORY OF BUD BRION 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Joanne Brion 
Peggy & Cal Balthazor & Family 
Cindy Petersen & Family 
Terry & Kari Brion & Family 

IN MEMORY OF DEAN BRIAN 
General Fund 
Clarice Bergerson 
Joanne Brion 
Phyllis Olson 

IN MEMORY OF DOUGLAS 
RUNKEL WHOSE BIRTHDAY 
WAS JUNE 28 
General Fund 
Jean, Cindy, Julie & Stacy Runkel 

IN MEMORY OF LOUISE & STAN 
HAGENESS 
Building Fund 
Corrine Hoff 

Creative Beginnings 
James, Vickie & Jeremy Shermo 

General Fund 
Albert & Anne Becker 
Ardell & Wyllis Olson 
Clarice Bergerson 
Clark & Yvonne Williams 
Curtis & Edith Julson 
Dale & Mary Pederson 
David & Colleen Berge 
Deloris Sather 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Dorothy , Al, Jake & Isaac Hulberg 
Florine Koxlien 
Frances Eide 
Gary & Debra Ottestad 
George & Lois Johnson 
Gerald & Roxie Fenske 
Howard & Ramona Hanson 
Inez Abraham 
Java & Jane Bergerson 
Jewel & Norma Berge 
Joanne Brion 
John & Mary Stendahl 
Junior & Janet Skoug 
Karen & Eric Franson 
Karin, Kelsey, Kye & Koby Back 
Karloy & Carol Galstad 
Lois Hulberg 
Mark & Vickie Hanson 
Mildred Finstad 
Myrtle Franson 
Paul & Mary Gullicksrud 
Paul & Ruth Eide 
Phyllis Semingson 
Ron & Marlene Onstad 
Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
Shirley Brown 
Tom & Debra Petersen 
Vonnie Olson 
Wayne & Jennifer Larson 
Wes & Jean Nelson 

Ladies Quilting 
Matthew & Ronnette Nelson 
Richard & Darlene Pederson 

Library Fund 
Dennis & Maxine Ulberg 
Jeanette Berg 
Tom & Gloria Wagener 

Music Fund 
Dale & Charlene Olsen 

St. Paul’s Cemetery 
Chip & Phyllis Skovbroten 
Doris Anderson 
Spencer Bradison 

Sunday School 
Bob & Evelyn Klopp 
Jarvis & Roxie Holstad 
Lyle & Ellen Heck 

West Beef River Cemetery 
Jean Runkel 

MEMORIAL FUNDS 
Immanuel Lutheran Church funds:  

 Building 

 Chapel 

 Community Dinners (Village 
Café) 

 Creative Beginnings 

 Daughters of the King/Jr. 
Daughters 

 Endowment 

 Strum Area Food Pantry 
 General 

 Library 

 Music 

 Sunday School 
 Window 

 Youth 

 WELCA 
Cemetery Funds:  

 Hamlin Cemetery 

 St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 

 West Beef River Cemetery 

When writing a check, please make 
the check payable to the individual 
memorial fund. 

Marian Thronson 
Susan & Junior Larson 

Window Fund 
Dale & Linda Franson 
LaVerne & Ruth Gullicksrud 
Ronald & Patricia Runkel 
Scott & Mary Bjorgo 

IN MEMORY OF LUTHER 
MONSON 
General Fund 
Ardell & Wyllis Olson 
Charlene Anderson 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Joanne Brion 
Mildred Finstad 
Paul & Mary Gullicksrud 
Paul & Ruth Eide 
Thomas & Debra Petersen 

SPARC 
Clarice Bergerson 
Gerald & Jane Bergerson 

Window Fund 
Florine Koxlien 
 

(Memorials Continued on Page 8) 
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Music Fund 
Lyle & Ellen Heck 
Ron & Marlene Onstad 

Sunday School 
Carolyn Enger 

West Beef River Cemetery 
Edith Olson 
Greg & Kay Kruger 
Mary Salava 

Window Fund 
Dave & Colleen Berge 
LaVerne & Ruth Gullicksrud 
IN HONOR OF ORVILLE MYREN’S 
80TH BIRTHDAY WHICH WOULD 
HAVE BEEN ON JULY 28 

General Fund 
Shirley Myren, Dale Myren, Heidi & 
Tony Becker 

IN MEMORY OF RON KAISER 
General Fund 
Georgia Leahy 
Roger & Kathy Tollefson 

West Beef River Cemetery 
Mary Salava 

IN MEMORY OF RON KNUDTSON 
Building Fund 
Ardell & Wyllis Olson 

Creative Beginnings 
Peter & Rita Berge 
Scott & Mary Bjorgo 
Terry & Kari Brion 

General Fund 
Al, Missi & Dorothy Hulberg 
Chip & Phyllis Olson-Skovbroten 
Clarice Bergerson 
Clark & Yvonne Williams 
Dale & Charlene Olsen 
Dale & Mary Pederson 
David & Colleen Berge 
David & Jean Herman 
Deloris Sather 
Dennis & Maxine Ulberg 
Frances Eide 
George & Lois Johnson 
Greg & Kaye Kruger 
Jean Amundson 
Jim, Vickie & Jeremy Shermo 
Joanne Brion 
Karloy & Carol Galstad 
Paul & Ruth Eide 

Hamlin Cemetery 
DeLaine Nyseth 

St. Paul's Cemetery 
Jean Runkel 
Spencer Bradison 

Window Fund 
LaVerne & Ruth Gullicksrud 

IN MEMORY OF ROSEMARY 
SCHMIDT 
Youth Fund 
Robert Indrebo 

IN HONOR OF WES & JEAN 
NELSON’S ANNIVERSARY 
General Fund 
Wes & Jean Nelson 

IN MEMORY OF ORVILLE MYREN 
Creative Beginnings 
Ed & Judy Olson 

General Fund 
Bobby Bach 
Clarice Bergerson 
Dale & Charlene Olsen 
Deloris Sather 
Don & Harriet Gilbertson 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Dorothy Hulberg 
Gary & Debra Ottestad 
Glenn & Sandi Kolb 
Howard & Ramona Hanson 
Jean Amundson 
Jeanette Berg 
Jewel & Norma Berge 
Joanne Brion 
Kurt & Joan Tonn 
Lois Hulberg 
Mike Brott 
Mildred Finstad 
Paul & Ruth Eide 
Peter & Rita Berge 
Robert & Ann Traaseth 
Ruth Engen 
Shirley Mahlum 
Wayne & Jennifer Larson 
Wes & Jean Nelson 
Wilmer Dahl 

Memorials - (continued from page 7) 

“May you have all the joy your heart 
can hold, all the smiles a day can bring, 
all the blessings a life can unfold. May 
you have God’s best in everything.” 

ASHTON HANSON, son of 
Jenny Tollefson baptized June 
28, 2015. 

ANTONY HANSON, son of 
Jenny Tollefson baptized June 
29, 2015 

ANDREW HANSON, son of 
Jenny Tollefson, baptized June 
28, 2015. 

TAYLYN MCILQUHAM, daughter 
of Thane McIlquham and Baily 
Giebel, baptized July 19, 2015. 

Tocko, James .............................. 01 
Guenther, Edwin .......................... 02 
Olson, Deborah ........................... 02 
Davidson, Arlan ........................... 04 
Hulberg, Dorothy.......................... 04 
Koxlien, Terrance......................... 04 
Anderson, Suzanne ..................... 06 
Gunderson, Jean ......................... 06 
Kunes, Judy ................................. 06 
Anderson, Rachael ...................... 08 
Olson, Wayne .............................. 08 
Austin, Grant ................................ 09 
Back, Fredrick .............................. 11 
Franzwa, Kacie ............................ 11 
Rindal, Marie................................ 11 
Koxlien, Pamela ........................... 12 
Larson, Shane ............................. 12 
Windjue, Jeanine ......................... 12 
Anderson, Helen .......................... 13 
Olson, Jonathan .......................... 13 
Boehne, Dean .............................. 14 
Koxlien, Rowan ............................ 15 
Rindal, Jaxon ............................... 15 

McLean, Cole ............................... 16 
Franson, Karen ............................ 17 
Thurston, Gerald .......................... 17 
Larson, Alex ................................. 18 
Peaslee, Michelle ......................... 18 
Hering, Brian ................................ 21 
Sather, Carol ................................ 21 
Gullicksrud, Ruth ......................... 23 
Olson, Hannah ............................. 25 
Franson, Eric ............................... 27 
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 Greeters 
 Aug 2 Curt & Lois Bloom 
Aug 9 David & Dawn Erickson 
Aug 16 Jim & Judy Foss 
Aug 23 Don & Judy Haukeness 
Aug 30 Dorothy Hulberg & 

  Edith Olson 
 

 Readers 
 Aug 2 Sara Heck 
Aug 9 Tera Gullicksrud 
Aug 16 Jodie Semingson 
Aug 23 Ruth Eide 
Aug 30 Ann Kisor 
 

 Communion Assistants 
 Aug 2 Kevin & Camille Skoug 
 Aug 16 Robert & Joyce Schmidt 
 

 Acolytes 

 Aug 2 Jordan Schadrie 
 Aug 9 Mark Tonn 
 Aug 16 Olivia Windjue 
 Aug 23 Jayden Ellifson 
 Aug 30 Zoe Gullicksrud 

 

Worship Assistant Schedule - August 

Ushers 
 
*Ralph Kisor, Wayne Larson, Alex Larson, Shane Larson, Dale Olson, David Bjorklund 

The Community Cupboard Food Distribution  
 

The Community Cupboard food distribution will be held on August 10, from 4:30 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Last month we served 43 families (106 people). Doors will open at  
4:30 p.m., no earlier. Parking is available on Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. 
Please use the Main entrance on Elm Street and bring a basket or tote with you to 
carry your items. 
 

Strum Area Food Pantry 
 

The Strum Area Food Pantry distribution hours have changed. The pantry will be 
open on the fourth Sunday of each month, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room of Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

 Altar Guild 
 Aug 2 Phyllis Olson-Skovbroten 
 Aug 16 Kris Husby 
 
 Flowers Phyllis Olson-Skovbroten 
 Robes Wyllis Olson 

 

A Message from Your 
Congregational President... 
 
It is a pleasure and honor to serve you as 
president, but the Council and I need your help. 
 
At the beginning of the summer we had a loan 
balance of $9,679, of which $1,800 was carried 
over from 2013, $5,029 added in 2014, and $1,850 
added in January and February of 2015. We had 
to borrow $1,500 on the fifteenth of July and 
another $2,400 on July 29 just meet our bills. Our 
loan would be even higher had the Village Café 
not donated over $2,000 this winter to help cover 
the church’s expenses.  
 
We need suggestions as to how to stop this 
downward spiral. If you would like more 
information on the church’s finances, please 
contact Michelle in the office. 
 
Jim Tocko 



Greetings from your ILC Daughters and Junior Daughters of the King! 
  
Well, in June, I returned safely from an incredible DOK 
Triennial Convention in the mountains of Utah. Over 500 
Daughters were there to share faith, ideas, and prayer! There 
were two awe-inspiring speakers! Canon Andrew White is 
known as the "Vicar of Baghdad". He has helped to broker 
peace talks among Muslims, Jews, and Christians in the Middle 
East and has a church that ministers to Iraqi Christian 
refugees. I was able to hand-deliver to Canon White, the 50 
friendship bracelets our Junior daughters made for the Iraqi 
refugee schoolgirls. Rev. Becca Stevens has a ministry to 
human-trafficked and addicted women, called Magdalene 
Ministries, self-funded by Thistle Farms, which makes candles, 
essential oils, teas and paper.   

  
While I was there I got to meet one of the other Lutheran Daughters. She lives in Texas. I also got to usher 
at the Opening Eucharist Service, carry a flag/pennant that escorted the Processional Cross at the Outdoor 
Sunday Eucharist, be a voting delegate, a Chapel Hostess, and attend workshops for ideas for the new 
school year. I hope that all our Daughters and Junior Daughters will be able to go with me to the next 
Triennial in Houston, Texas, in 2018!  
  
On Tuesday, June 30, the Junior Daughters went to hear the 
Schadrie girls & Gabe Koxlien @ Schultz Barn. In June & July, we 
made bookmarks for the Church Library for a service project & 
watched a video about Corrie ten Boom, a Christian evangelist who 
saved Jews in WW II & survived a concentration camp, yet went on 
to forgive her torturers. 
  
In September I will give you a full report on the results of the toiletry 
Collection, "Little Things Make a Big Difference". We are still 
working on a Village Prayer Walk and a field trip to Eau Claire to 
look for Prayer Labyrinths. 
  
If you are interested in a life of Prayer, Service, and Evangelism, 
please contact the Church Office (715-695-35110 or  
Sara Heck (715-695-3229) 
  
for His sake 
Sara Heck 
President Ruth Chapter, DOK 

Daughters of the King News 
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Junior Daughters at Schultz’s Barn 

Resuming in September… 
Confirmation (Wednesdays: 4 – 5:30 p.m.) 
Quilters 
Sunday School 

 Directors 
Tera Gullicksrud 
Sherry Bjerke 

 
 
 Teachers 

 Ronnette Nelson & Mandy Kensmoe 
Erica Wiedrich (PK-K) 

 Mandi Taylor & Kaela Stendahl (1-2) 
 Sara Heck (3-4) 
 Josh & Katie Skoug (5-6) 
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Registration Fees 
 

Members - $15 

Nonmembers - $25 

New This Fall 

Weight Loss Support Group (September 1 – weekly, time yet to be determined) 
The Community Closet (currently accepting donations) 
Possible return of Latino Ministry 
 
Parish Nurse program (led by Charlene Anderson) 

 1st presentation – Dementia Awareness 
 enhancement of building to be dementia friendly 
 various presentations to be offered by other area nurses 
 free health screenings 

 
Luther League (one Wednesday per month – 5:30 – 8 p.m.) 
 
Spiritual Direction with Julie Garber* (see page 13) 
Yoga with Julie Garber* 
  

* Julie Garber is a graduate of Spiritual Direction Program; Shalem Institute, Washington, DC; Licensed 
United Church of Christ Pastor; Registered Nurse; Certified Personal Trainer, Yoga Instructor, and Group 
Exercise leader 

Rally Day 

September 1
3 
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Dear Friends in Christ,  
   
On Saturday, July 25th, WELCA sponsored a Blood Drive with the American Red Cross. I want to thank all 
who volunteered to help out on that VERY busy weekend: baking cookies, unloading the Red Cross truck, 
working at the registration & refreshment tables, and especially giving their blood! By the way, thank you 
too, to Michelle Peaslee, for quietly co-chairing this endeavor. Because of all these people, not only will 
lives be saved, but we have shown the community that ILC cares for them.   
  
On Wednesday, August 5th at 1:30pm, WELCA will have their General Meeting in the basement Parish 
Hall. The Program is "Inviting Colors of Fall" led by Jeanette Tobiason. We will also be discussing Election 
of Officers for 2016. Refreshments will be served. All women are welcome. 
   
Please consider registering for the 2-day Dairyland Conference Retreat this year. It will be held from 3pm 
to 3pm, August 27th-28th @ Luther Park Bible Camp, Chetek, WI. The theme is "To Change or Not To 
Change; That is the Question!" It's only $60, including food & lodging & a midnight swim! Join me for an 
inspirational 2 days of sharing, learning & enjoyment. The birthday cake is on me!   
   
Chanhassen bus reservations are available NOW on the table inside the Church Main Entrance doors. 
Come & have a delicious dinner & see the live musical "Mary Poppins" on Wednesday September 9, 2015. 
Jeanette Berg is the coordinator. Cost is $87. Paid reservations must be received by August 12. 
   
Finally, a big thank you to Serving Groups 1-6; 8-10; and 12 & 13! All but 2 groups served at the funerals in 
June & July. Please know that your loving service to grieving families, in Christ's name, is a great comfort 
to them.  
   
Yours in Christ,  
Sara Heck  
co-president ILC WELCA  

WELCA News 

 Spiritual Direction 

 I am a Spiritual Director. One of the greatest challenges in my vocation is defining and articulating 
what it is and what I do. The word “Director” sounds like a person who tells other people what to do and the 
word “Spiritual” can be defined in many ways. In reality, we do not tell people what to do and spiritual is 
defined in many ways.  
 Spiritual Direction is Holy Listening.  In individual or small group sessions it is a time to pay 
attention to where God is in our lives. My best definition: “helping people open their hearts to God”.  I 
believe we all have a yearning or longing for something beyond ourselves; to have meaning and purpose 
in our lives.  This can be described as our “soul”, or our “spirit”. One of my favorite quotes is: “We are not 
human beings on a spiritual journey, we are spiritual beings on a human journey”. (Tielhard Chardin) 
 In Christianity, Spiritual Direction is an ancient practice of listening together for the presence and 
influence of God. The purpose is to recognize where God is in our lives and to nurture that journey. The 
true “director” is the Holy Spirit. 
  I am very pleased to be asked to introduce you to Spiritual Direction and to offer it, in my “growing 
up church”, Strum Immanuel Lutheran. Your church has been an important part of my faith journey. I was 
baptized, confirmed, and married there. I said good-bye to my Grandmother, Brother, Mom and Dad there. 
Your heritage is a part of me. My commitment to and love of church is because of those who guided me, 
from and early age, in the ways of God. I look forward to talking with you and “listening” with you. 
 

Blessings in your journey, 
Julie Garber (garberj0@gmail.com) 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Pastor ..................................................................................... Rev. K D Taylor 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Directors ............................. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
 
Director ...................................................................................... Keri Whitwam 
Lead Teacher—Forest Friends Room .............................. Keshia Zimmerman 
Lead Teacher—Lily Pad Room .................................................... Dusti Miland 
Lead Teacher—Monkey Room ................................................. Teresa Owens 
Assistant Teacher .......................................................................... Mary Lewis 
 
Council Members 
 
President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ............................................................................. Dan Bjerke 
Member-at-large ..................................................................... Howard Hanson 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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