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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, August 2nd; this is our 
annual Ladies Day Out. It was moved to August so we could visit 
the Wegner Grotto in the town of Cataract, north of Sparta. The 
Grotto includes an American flag, a giant cake, a glass encrusted 
birdhouse, and a glass church, as well as a variety of larger 
sculptures made out of stones and glass. One of the largest 
sculptures gracing the property is a 12-foot concrete replica of a 
German ocean liner. The Grotto was started in 1929. They began 
to create masterpieces using whatever fragments of glass they 
could find. As word of the Grotto spread, people began to bring the 
Wegners glass to use in their various pieces. Over its long history 
the grounds of the Grotto has served many purposes, including a 
place for family picnics and community gatherings; more than 70 
weddings have been celebrated at the Grotto since it was built. We 
will meet at the church and leave at 9:00 a.m. sharp. There are 
several eating establishments in Sparta, including a pizzeria, 
Mexican, fast food, and family restaurants to choose from. We will 
discuss and pick one at a later date. 
 
Our annual Chanhassen Bus trip is coming up on September 13th. 
They will be performing the musical “GREASE.” Experience the 
friendship, romance, and adventures of a group of high school kids 
in the 1950s. Come join us for a day and watch a spectacular group 
of dancers and singers bring one of the most successful movie 
musicals of all time to life. We are planning to stop at Bachmans as 
requested before the show, and will stop at Culvers on the way 
home. If you are interested, leave your name and number with 
Jeanette Berg at 715-695-3946, or with one of the other officers. 
We are taking names and filling the bus NOW! COST is $88.00.  
 
The annual Apple Pie Project is approaching fast, it is scheduled to 
start on Monday, October 2nd, at 9:00 a.m. to assemble boxes. We 
will also start at 9:00 a.m. on both Tuesday and Wednesday to 
make the pies. Everyone is welcome: We need peelers, rollers, 
crimpers, crust makers, and sugar and cinnamon mixers. All help is 
greatly appreciated. Come for a day or two, or just a few hours; any 
amount of time will help make this fundraiser a success. Dinner is 
served on both Tuesday and Wednesday, with Apple Pie for 
dessert. Taking orders soon! 



Page 2 A U GU ST  201 7  

As the Call Committee is interviewing candidates for the 
position of installed pastor, I offer the following devotions from 
the Call Process Booklet of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. 
 

In Calling a Pastor, We Consider Our Own Calling, Part 1 
Writing to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul encouraged 
believers there to consider their own call. As we begin our 
work as a Call Committee, we may consider the call we all 
have from God by exploring a few of the following scriptures: 
 

Acts 2:39, Ephesians 4:4–6, Colossians 3:15, I Timothy 
6:12, 1 Peter 3.9 and 1 John 3:1 

 

What a calling—to hope, peace, eternal life! In these verses, 
all of us are called children of God. Clearly, this is on account 
of God’s power and wisdom, not our own. 
 

This powerful call is the one that comes to all believers through 
God’s Word in Holy Baptism. That is why Martin Luther was 
bold to insist that “the ministry of the Word belongs to all.” And 
again, “There is no other Word of God than that which is given 
all Christians to proclaim” (from Luther’s Concerning the 
Ministry, 1523). Just as all Christians share the promise, so too 
do we share the task of proclamation. Most of us take up the 
task in the ministry of daily life. Others we ask to do so publicly 
for the community so faith can be created and sustained in us. 
So, we see that in the economy of God’s grace the ministry of 
those called and ordained follows from the call which has 
come to all who believe. 
 

How do we sense God’s call most clearly? In which aspect of 
life do we find God’s Word (the promise, the hope, the peace) 
being “proclaimed” in the strongest way? The Bible even 
speaks of us as “holy partners in a heavenly calling” (Hebrews 
3:1). What do you think that might mean for daily living? 
 

Gracious calling God, call on us with your grace again and 
again. Renew us daily in the peace, hope, and eternal life we 
have been promised and which we have been called to 
proclaim. As we work to call a pastor to our congregation may 
we count on the prayers of all members of this community of 
faith to uphold us, just as we trust your spirit to guide us. We 
remember God, you are the One who called us first. Amen. 
 

Call Process Booklet 
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/53432941/call-process-booklet  

 

From the Pastor 
By Pastor Lowell Bolstad 

“Come to meetin’” to sing gospel music on August 13 
Our church is known as a place with a love of music and eager voices. Besides, Lutherans are 
known as singing people. So, now that we are in the middle of the summer, we want to set us 
aside one Sunday for singing some of those good old gospel songs. Spread the word. 

For the promise is for you, for your 
children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to him.”  

ACTS 2:39 

EPHESIANS 4:4-6 
There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you were called to the one 
hope of your calling, 

5 
one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, 
6 
one God 

and Father of all, who is above all 
and through all and in all.  

And let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And 
be thankful.  

COLOSSIANS 3:15 

1 TIMOTHY 6:12 

1 JOHN 3:1 

1 PETER 3:9 

Fight the good fight of the faith; 
take hold of the eternal life, to 
which you were called and for 
which you made the good 
confession in the presence of 
many witnesses.  

Do not repay evil for evil or abuse 
for abuse; but, on the contrary, 
repay with a blessing. It is for this 
that you were called—that you 
might inherit a blessing.  

See what love the Father has 
given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what 
we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not 
know him.  

https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/53432941/call-process-booklet
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/53432941/call-process-booklet
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From the Pastor (continued…) 

What We Believe 

The Bible 
 

We believe the Bible is the written Word of God, inspired by God’s Spirit speaking through its 
authors. We believe that people meet God in Scripture, where God’s heart, mind, relationship to 
– and intention for – humankind are revealed. Through an ongoing dialogue with the God 
revealed in the Bible, people in every age are called to a living faith.  
 
We Are Connected in Faith 
 

The congregations of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin believe we are called to model Jesus’ 
call to unity (John 17). We do that by accompanying each other in this synod; sharing our 
resources, ideas, and questions. We also believe that our mission and ministry are strengthened 
when we walk together with the other 64 synods of the ELCA and Lutherans around the world. 
http://nwswi.org/about-us/what-we-believe  
 
 

This is Christ’s Church. 
There is a place for you here. 
 

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. Liberated by our faith, 
we embrace you as a whole person – questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do God’s 
work in Christ’s name for the life of the world. 
http://www.elca.org/ 

Council Minutes - June 2017 

June 13, 2017 
7:00pm 
 

Opening prayer  
Council member’s in attendance: Pastor Gail, Jim Tocko, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Char 
Myers, Camille Skoug and Howard Hanson. 
 

Approval of April and May Council minutes: Approved by Camille Skoug and second by Michelle 
Peaslee. 
 

Approval of April and May Treasurer’s report: Approved by Camille Skoug and second by Kate 
Back. 
 

Closing prayer 
Adjournment: 7:30pm 
 

Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 

Bless the Years: Honoring Older Adults on August 27 
Bless the Years: Honoring Older Adults will be observed in the endeavor to help all worshipers to 
recognize each day as a day of grace and each year as a gift from God. Using the resources of 
The Association of Lutheran Older Adults, the worship will affirm the worth of older adults and 
seek to challenge our seasoned folk for service to God, neighbors, and the community. 

http://nwswi.org/about-us/what-we-believe
http://www.elca.org/
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 Financial Report - June 2017 
June 1 - June 3 
General Fund Contributions ............. $365.00 
Expenses ...................................... (2,545.36) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($2,180.36) 
 

June 4 - June 10 
General Fund Contributions .......... $4,405.00 
Expenses ...................................... (2,838.95) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,566.05 
 

June 11 - June 17 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,603.00 
Expenses ...................................... (3,240.47) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($637.47) 
 

June 18 - June 24 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,196.00 
Expenses ...................................... (1,505.37) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $690.63 
 

June 25 - June 30 
General Fund Contributions ............. $939.91 
Expenses ...................................... (4,809.59) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,869.68) 
 

Total Contributions ...................... $10,508.91 
Total Expenses ........................... (14,939.74) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($4,430.83) 
 

Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, June 1 ........................... $6,500.00 
Loan Advance ................................. 2,750.00 
Balance, June 30 ......................... $9,250.00 
 

 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

January - June 
   2015   2016   2017  
Contributions 15,166.63 15,489.61 13,655.80 
Expenses 16,127.38 16,735.45 13,566.48 
 

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ............................ 63.8% 
Benevolences .................................................. 0.00% 
General Operating Expenses

1
 ..................... 312.60% 

Ministry ............................................................ 71.8% 
Office ............................................................... 20.0% 
Pastor .............................................................. 77.2% 
Payroll .............................................................. 87.8% 
Property ......................................................... 109.4% 
Utilities ............................................................. 56.8% 
1
Quarterly property ins and workers’ comp. premium  

 
Condensed P&L for June 2017 

General Fund Contributions $10,508.91 
Benevolences 0.00 
General 2,589.43 
Ministry 227.30 
Office 125.34 
Pastor 5,551.77 
Payroll 4,916.61 
Property 364.47 
Utilities 1,164.82 
Total Expenses  14,939.74 
Net Income (Loss)  ($4,430.83) 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, June 1 $3,423.65 
Receipts 6.34 
Disbursements  (160.68) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $3,269.31 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $65.50 
Receipts 0.10 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $65.60 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $241.01 
Receipts 0.12 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $241.13 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $1,342.19 
Receipts 31.92 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $1,374.11 

 
 
 

Organ Fund 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $2,368.20 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $2,368.20 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $1,085.74 
Receipts 139.93 
Disbursements  (358.80) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $866.87 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, June 1 $1,687.14 
Receipts .49 
Disbursements  (109.93) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $1,577.70 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, June 1 $6,049.81 
Receipts 1.46 
Disbursements  (95.10) 
Ending Balance, June 30 $5,956.17 
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Worship assistants brighten our day! 

Thanks for serving! 

COMMUNITY DINNER (ELC) 
Sunday, August  6 (First Sunday) 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
50553 South 2nd St - Eleva 
 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, August  2 (First Tuesday) 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - 
Fireside Room 
Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School 
District 
 

 

RUBY’S PANTRY (UCC - OSSEO) 
Tuesday, August 8 (Second Tuesday) 
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
United Church of Christ 
Corner of HWY 10 and Main St. - Osseo 
 

$20 Cash Donation. Bring two plastic totes 
or boxes for food. No income requirements 
or limitations. Anyone may come. 
 
 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY 
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, August 19 
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Third Saturday) 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - Fellowship 
Hall 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on 
Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the 
office entrance on Elm Street and bring baskets 
or totes with you to carry your items. Volunteers 
are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload 
the trucks and stock shelves and/or to help 
distribute the food and clean up. Handicapped 
accessible. Located downstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please contact Michelle 
Peaslee for more information or to volunteer: 
715-695-3511.  

COMMUNITY DINNER (ILC) 
Sunday, August 27 (Fourth Sunday) 
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall 
109 Elm St - Strum 
 
 

Community Outreach Food Programs 

GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 Aug 6 Rick & Tracie McSorley Aug 6 Phyllis Olson-Skovbroten 
 Aug 13 Ron & Char Myhers Aug 20 Kris Husby 
 Aug 20 Jon & Amy Olson Robes  Wyllis Olson 
 Aug 27 Deloris Sather & Mary Salava Flowers Phyllis Olson-Skovbroten 
  
READERS  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
 Aug 6 Ron Myhers  Aug 6 Jim Tocko & Rosario Mora Bates 
 Aug 13 Craig Semingson Aug 20 Jim & Judy Foss 
 Aug 20 Jim Tocko 
 Aug 27 Tom Wagener USHERS    
   *Ralph Kisor, Wayne, Alex & Shane Larson 
ACOLYTES  Dale Olsen, and David Bjorklund 
 Aug 6 Bradley Hoch 
 Aug 13 Cayden Lasher  
 Aug 20 Katelynn Anderson   
 Aug 27 Ethan Gunderson  
  
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 Aug 6 Host(s) Needed 
 Aug 13 Reserved for Baptism Reception 
 Aug 20  Host(s) Needed 
 Aug 27 Host(s) Needed 
  

Worship Assistants 
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DELLA SKOUG 
General Fund 
Clarice Bergerson 

NORMA BERGE 
Building - Dial-up Upgrade 
Friends & Family 

PAUL EIDE 
General Fund 
Friends & Family 
 
 

 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Funds: 
Building Fund 
Creative Beginnings 
Daughters of the King/Jr. DOK  
Endowment Fund 
General Fund 

Library 
Music Fund / Organ Repair Fund 
Social Concerns 
Strum Area Food Pantry 
Sunday School 
Tremp. Co. Community Cupboard 
Youth Fund 
WELCA 
 
When writing a check, please 
make the check payable to the 
individual memorial fund. 

Jim Tocko .......................................  1 
Edwin Guenther ..............................  2 
Debbie Olson .................................  2 
Arlan Davidson ...............................  4 
Dorothy Hulberg .............................  4 
Terry Koxlien ..................................  4 
Sue Anderson.................................  6 
Jean Gunderson .............................  6 
Judy Kunes .....................................  6 
Rachael Anderson ..........................  8 
Wayne Olson ..................................  8 
Grant Austin .....................................  9 
Fredric Back .................................  11 
Kacie Franzwa .............................  11 
Marie Rindal .....................................  11 

Pam Koxlien.................................  12 
Shane Larson ..............................  12 
Linda Windjue ..............................  12 
Jeanine Windjue ..........................  12 
Helen Anderson .............................  13 
Jon Olson.....................................  13 
Dean Boehne ...............................  14 
Rowan Koxlien .............................  15 
Jaxon Rindal ..................................  15 
Karen Franson .............................  17 
Alex Larson ....................................  18 
Michelle Peaslee ..........................  18 
Brian Hering ...................................  21 
Carol Sather.................................  21 
Ruth Gullicksrud ..........................  23 

Hannah Olson ..............................  25 
Eric Franson .................................  27 
Sara Heck ....................................  27 
Melissa Semingson ......................  27 
Janet Higley .....................................  28 
David Salava ................................  28 
Timothy Schiefelbein ....................  31 

Birthdays - August 

2018 ELCA  
YOUTH GATHERING 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
JUNE 27 - JULY 1 2018 
 
 
This event is open to youth, grades 8 - 12 for the 2017 - 2018 school year and 1 adult leader 
over the age of 21 is required for every 7 kids attending at a minimum. Please contact Candace 
Schadrie or Tera Gullicksrud for more information. Early registration deadline is Nov. 15.  

Memorials 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
August 6 - 10 
3 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

For more information or to register, please contact 
Sherry Bjerke at ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com. 

Financial aid available from the ELCA on a first-come, first-
serve basis. Fundraisers begin in September to cover 
remaining costs. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMoSvSunN9MINs7n6
nTJ_aRrOidXdF1sa3mMu64L3F0B0WCA/viewform 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMoSvSunN9MINs7n6nTJ_aRrOidXdF1sa3mMu64L3F0B0WCA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMoSvSunN9MINs7n6nTJ_aRrOidXdF1sa3mMu64L3F0B0WCA/viewform


Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Interim Pastor ................................................................... Rev. Lowell Bolstad 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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