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December 2015 

To make an 
online donation, 
scan this QR 
code with your 
smartphone to 
be taken to our 
secure donation 
page. 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 
9 AM : Worship 
10 AM: Coffee Hour 
10:15 AM: Sunday School 
11:15 AM: Acoustic Service 

Wednesday 
4 PM: Confirmation 
 
*If you would like to host or 
sponsor a coffee hour, please call 
Michelle in the office at: 
(715) 695-3511. 

As we think over the past year, can we remember what resolutions we made?  
Resolutions are commitments we make to ourselves in regards to some need in 
our lives.  Being “old fashioned”, I always think of something that I hope will 
improve my or other peoples quality of life.  Hopefully our efforts will have a 
positive influence on our environment.  Small changes collectively result in a big 
impact.  Reuse, recycle, repair, and rot (compost)  are  good starting points.  
Immanuel is doing its part by replacing the old light bulbs with LEDs. The LED 
bulbs use forty percent less electricity than the old bulbs.  Side note:  If you 
replace an old light fixture which is on a dimmer switch, you have to replace the 
switch with a switch which is compatible with LED bulbs.  
 

The next few months are the time to prune bushes and trees.  You can leave the 
pruned branches on the ground for the rabbits to chew on.  Now that the cold 
weather is upon us, the number of birds at the feeders and suet has multiplied 
exponentially.  You can use the fat from your cooking by smearing it on pine 
cones and hanging them from your feeders.  Some people smear it or peanut 
butter on the side of the trees.  It is enjoyable to watch the nuthatch climb 
down the side the tree enjoying the treat you have provided.  If you have a 
natural Christmas tree, don’t discard it in the brush pile, but stick in the snow 
bank close to your feeders.  It provides a refuge for them from predators. 
 

Enjoy Christmas with family and friends. 

Community Outreach & Food Programs 
 

COMMUNITY CUPBOARD FOOD DISTRIBUTION: 
Tuesday, December 8, 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

Last month we served 63 families (175 people). Doors will open at  4:30 p.m., no 
earlier. Parking is available on Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the 
Main entrance on Elm Street and bring a basket or tote with you to carry your 
items. Volunteers are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload the truck and set 
up tables at 9 a.m. and/or to help distribute the food and clean up. 

FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH: Sunday, December 20, 10 a.m. 

COMMUNITY DINNER: No dinner in December. Will resume Sunday, 

January 24, 2016; 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY: Tuesday, December 22, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

COMMUNITY CLOSET: Open Monday - Friday during office hours or by 

appointment; (715) 695-3511 or (608) 863-3580. 
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A Message from Pastor Ken 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

“Be in awe and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10 International Standard Version 
 
I’d like to take this moment to share a moment of peace with you.  
 
Be still. Be in awe. Take a break from striving.  
 
Disconnect from the screens. Put down your coat. Sit in a comfy chair.  
 
Now breathe. Relax. And listen…. 
 
You may ask, ‘Now what am I listening for?’  
 
First, listen to the thoughts racing in your mind. Let them go.  

They know how to get back.  
 
Then, let go of the straggler thoughts… 
 
Are we there yet?  
 
Oh yeah, the gift lists, the party planning, the cleaning, the organizing, the cards,  
 The menus, the shopping, the errands…yep, they’ll still be there.  
 
Now breathe. Relax. And listen…. 
 
I would bet that God might have something to say to you.  
It will be different for each of us, but there are some things in common.  
 
You are a child of God. Galatians 3:26 
 
There is nothing you can do that will ever separate you from God’s love. Romans 8:38-39 
 
God loves you. John 3:16 
 
Now, what else might God be saying to you? 
 
May God richly bless you and your family.  
May you know deeply of God’s love for you.  
May you find time every day to be still, and know of the love of God.  
And may you share this love with all you encounter in this Christmas season.  
 
Peace and blessings in Christ.  
br. ken  



Page 3 T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

Council Minutes - October 2015 

October 14, 2015 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm 
Opening prayer with Pastor Ken 
 
Members present: Pastor Ken, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Camille Skoug, and Dan Bjerke. 
Members absent: Jim Tocko and Howard Hanson 
 
Approval of September council minutes: Approved by Camille Skoug and second by Dan Bjerke. 
 
Approval of August and September Treasure’s report: Approved by Dan Bjerke and second by 
Camille Skoug. 
 

 The Chapel fund and Building fund will be consolidated into one fund.  Approved by Camille 
Skoug and second by Pastor Ken Taylor. 

 Village café account will be changed from a savings account to a checking account. 
Approved signers are to be Michelle Peaslee and Jim Tocko. Approved by Dan Bjerke and 
second by Kate Back. 

 Congregational Consultant Services looked in back taxes for 2012 and 2013 and found we 
were eligible for health care tax credits for those years. The church will get back, in total 
$5,759.00. Approved by Dan Bjerke and second by Camille Skoug. 

 Portico Benefits for Pastor and family for 2016. Approved by Camille Skoug and second by 
Kate Back. 

 
Pastor’s Report:  

 Pastor is busy putting lots of time in with funerals, confirmation, first and second service 
and the 100

th
 year celebration coming up this next weekend.  

 December 16
th
 the church will have a Christmas concert/ Christmas dinner. Hoping to invite 

many musician’s from the area. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Adjournment: 8:20pm 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 

Dinner Menu: 
Pasta with Assorted Sauces, Caesar Salad, Bread 
Sticks, Dessert, Beverage 
 

Free Will Donation 
 

Attendance prizes by the Ladies (quilters): Quilts, 
tree skirts, Christmas baskets, microwave cozies, 
table runners. Must be present to win. 

Wednesday, December 16th 
Dinner served from 5:30 - 6:30 PM 

Concert begins at 7:00 PM  
 

Start your holiday season with an evening of food, 
fun and fellowship. Dinner will be Italian style and 
the music will put you in the Christmas mood. 
Please mark your calendar now and join the fun! 

Christmas Dinner and Concert 
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Financial Report - October 2015 

Oct 1 - Oct 3 
General  Fund Contributions ............ $375.00 
Expenses ..................................... ($1,111.82) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($736.82) 
 
Oct 4 - Oct 10 
General Fund Contributions .......... $5,147.00 
Expenses ..................................... ($1,836.47) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $3,310.53 
 
Oct 11 - Oct 17 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,194.00 
Expenses ..................................... ($5,040.64) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($1,846.64) 
 
Oct 18 - Oct 24 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,414.01 
Expenses ..................................... ($4,193.81) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($779.80) 
 
Oct 25 - Oct 31 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,435.43 
Expenses ..................................... ($5,075.27) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,639.84) 
 
Total Contributions ...................... $13,565.44 
Total Expenses .......................... ($17,258.01) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,772.57) 
 
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Beginning Balance .................... $13,279.00 
Amount Borrowed Oct 27 .............. $2,900.00 
New Balance Due ...................... $16,179.00 
 
Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ................ 97.7% 
Other Contributions ............................. 78.6% 
Benevolences .................................... 100.0% 
General Expense

1
 ............................. 183.5% 

Ministry Expenses
2
 ............................ 162.0% 

Office Expenses .................................. 91.4% 
Pastor Expenses ............................... 100.9% 
Payroll Expenses................................. 97.8% 
Property Expenses .............................. 96.7% 
Utilities Expense

3
 .............................. 102.1% 

1 Paid 1/2 Congregational Consultant Services Fee
 

2 Purchased oil for candles 
3 Electric expenses higher than anticipated 
 

Actual Oct Expenses ................ $17,258.01 
Budgeted Oct Expenses ........... $16,567.37 
Percent of Budget Used ................. 104.2% 
 
 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, October 1 $244.63 
Receipts $1,616.56 
Disbursements  ($520.00)  
Ending Balance, October 31 $1,341.19 
Chapel Fund 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $70.00 
Receipts $0.06 
Disbursements (to building fund) ($70.06) 
Ending Balance, October 31 (closed) $0.00 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $164.01 
Receipts $47.50 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $211.51 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $319.14 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $319.14 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $790.24 
Receipts $10.00 
Disbursements  ($343.85) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $456.39 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $685.59 
Receipts $450.39 
Disbursements  ($813.39) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $322.59 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $641.97  
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($62.95) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $579.02 
Window Fund 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $6,254.20 
Receipts $25.00 
Disbursements  ($1,797.89) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $4,481.31 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, October 1 $1,650.06 
Receipts $80.00 
Disbursements  ($186.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $1,544.06 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

January - September 
    2013    2014    2015   
Contributions 14,367.43 14,669.57 14,940.78 
Expenses 16,034.88 15,998.19 16,175.25 
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Birthdays - December 
Ellifson, Casey ................................................................. 02 
Baynton, Thomas ............................................................. 03 
Schadrie, Candace ........................................................... 05 
Wiedrich, Erica ................................................................ 05 
Windjue, Connor ............................................................. 05 
Nelson, Kent .................................................................... 07 
Becker, Heidi ................................................................... 09 
Bauer, Lucas .................................................................... 10 
Giebel, Baily .................................................................... 10 
Dregney, Joel ................................................................... 12 
Olson, Rachel .................................................................. 14 
Balk, Jessica .................................................................... 15 
Windjue, Olivia ............................................................... 16 
Austin, Savannah ............................................................. 17 
Baynton, John .................................................................. 17 
Wagener, Gloria .............................................................. 18 
Olsen, Charlene ............................................................... 19 
Nicolet, Jonathan ............................................................. 20 
Salava, Brynn .................................................................. 20 
Yule, Amanda .................................................................. 20 
Bjorklund, David ............................................................. 21 
McLean, Scott ................................................................. 21 
McLean, Brooklyn ........................................................... 21 
Dregney, Patti .................................................................. 22 
Windjue, Linda ................................................................ 23 
Salava, Tina ..................................................................... 24 
Bates, Samuel .................................................................. 25 
Kensmoe, Michael ........................................................... 25 
Rogness, Mark ................................................................. 25 
Runkel, Yvonne ............................................................... 26 
Tonn, Joan ....................................................................... 26 
Westphal, Ronald ............................................................ 26 
Kensmoe, Gracey ............................................................ 28 
Hazelton, Tessa ............................................................... 30 
Myren, Richard ................................................................ 30  

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD OLSON 
General Fund 
Lyle & Ellen Heck 
Ron & Marlene Onstad 

IN MEMORY OF MAVIS FAHRMAN 
General Fund 
Lois Hulberg 
Mildred Finstad 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Clarice Bergerson 
Irene Brian 

IN MEMORY OF JEWEL BERGE 
General Fund 
Kenneth & Kay Kistler 

IN MEMORY OF KARL NED HAHN 
Daughters of the King 
Janet Cole 
Ed & Judy Olson 

IN MEMORY OF ORLIN & VIVIAN RONGSTAD 
General Fund 
Carol & Kay and families 

MEMORIAL FUNDS 
Immanuel Lutheran Church funds: Building, Chapel, 
Community Dinners (Village Café), Creative Beginnings, Daughters 
of the King/Jr. Daughters, Endowment, Social Concerns, Strum 
Area Food Pantry, General, Library, Music, Sunday School, 
Window, Youth, WELCA 
 
Cemetery Funds: Hamlin Cemetery, St. Paul’s Cemetery 
(Strum), West Beef River Cemetery 

When writing a check, please make the check 
payable to the individual memorial fund. 

Tis the Season 

Ho - Ho - Ho - Hosanna! 
Ha - Ha - Hal - leluia! 
 

We have the joy of the Lord! Choirs and Chimers, 
organ and instruments, congregation and Pastor, raise 
the anthems and scriptures in celebration of a new 
church year and in remembrance of our Lord’s human 
birth. God is with us! Emmanuel! 
 

As our Advent song states: 
“Lift up your eyes 
 and see the light surround you! 
Lift up your eyes  
 and see the everlasting light.” 
 

Bask in the glow! 
Jeanette T. 

Do you have a plan for your money? 
Everyone needs a plan, but managing 
finances is not just about the numbers. It’s 
about how we relate to our money. It’s about 
our behavior. We would like to offer a 
Personal Financial Management course 
utilizing videos, class discussions, and group 
activities that will show you how to get rid of 
debt, manage your money wisely, and much 
more.  

For more information, please contact Michelle 
in the church office at (715) 695-3511, or at 
(608) 863-3580. 

Personal Financial Management 
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Daughters of the King 

GREETINGS FROM YOUR DAUGHTERS OF THE KING AND JUNIOR DAUGHTERS OF THE 
KING AT ILC 
  
Last month, the Junior Daughters were able to serve 28 
children and several accompanying adults at the All Saint's 
Eve/el Dia de los Muertos Party. In November, they made 
Thank You cards for our Veterans at the Family Circle, sang 
with the Senior Choir at Eleva Lutheran Church for the 
Community Thanksgiving Service, helped decorate the 
Advent Tree in the church Sanctuary, and continued working 
on their National Studies, which will lead to the Admission 
Service for 6 new members in January! They will be getting 
a 'secret sister' soon, to be revealed on the Service of 
Admission day.  
  
In December, we will go to the Nursing Home to deliver 
Christmas ornaments they made, along 
with Christmas carols. The Junior Daughters will also be 
offering a Saint Nicholas Babysitting Service for tired 
Christmas shoppers! Your child will be entertained for 5 
hours, while you do your shopping (or wrapping) on Friday, 
December 11, 2015, from 5pm-10pm. Children must be at least age 2 1/2yrs through age 6; potty-
trained; pre-registered; and not sick. You can get a registration form from the Church Office (715-
695-3511), or the front church table, or from the Preschool. The deadline is December 10. The 
limit is 20 children. There will also be adult supervision(3), (2 of whom have degrees in Child 
Development) along with the Junior Daughters. The children will be taken care of in the Fireside 
Room in the church basement. There is no charge for this service, since DOK & JDOK cannot 
raise funds for themselves. Donations are always gratefully accepted.  
  
In the meantime, the Senior Daughters have been hosting church Coffee Hours, continuing their 
Bible Study at their monthly meeting, and have decided that early next year they will be holding 2 
mini-retreats at the church, for interested members, to help them write their National Studies 
together, create Community, and help grow the Chapter. Look for details in upcoming months, as 
they will be held 3 months apart. Please pray and consider and listen with your heart, to see if God 
is Calling you to be a part of this Great Adventure of Prayer, Service, and Evangelism.( We 
don't require you to help sponsor the Junior Daughters with us. We will help you find where you 
are Called and help you nurture that.) 
  
Christmas Blessings to you all 
  
for His sake, 
SaraHeck 
President, Ruth Chapter DOK 
Co-Directress Rebekah and Esther JDOK 
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Worship Assistants 
GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 Dec 6 Dan & Sherry Bjerke Dec 6 Lois Johnson 
 Dec 13 Scott & Mary Bjorgo Dec 20 Carol Sather 
 Dec 20 Curt & Lois Bloom Dec 24 Ronnette Nelson (Trays) 

 Dec 24 Brian & Candace Schadrie (5 pm) Dec 25 Ronnette Nelson & 
  Brian & Tera Gullicksrud (9 pm-tentative) Samantha Nelson (Trays) 
 Dec 25 TBD Robes Ruth Eide 
 Dec 27 David & Dawn Erickson Flowers Diane Davidson & Debra Ellifson 
READERS  ACOLYTES 
 Dec 6 Colleen  Berge Dec 6 Olivia Windjue 
 Dec 13 Tera Gullicksrud Dec 13 Riley Cegielski 
 Dec 20 Matthew Nelson Dec 20 Jayden Ellifson 
 Dec 24 McKenna Taylor (5 pm) Dec 24 Jordan Schadrie (5 pm) 

  Skylar Gullickrud (9 pm-tentative)   Zoe Gullicksrud (9 pm-tentative) 
 Dec 25 Jeanette Berg (tentative) Dec 25 TBD 
 Dec 27 Ruth Eide Dec 27 Ethan Karlstad 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS USHERS 
 Dec 6 Howard & Ramona Hanson Matt Nelson*, Zach Nelson, Adam Nelson,  
 Dec 20 Jon & Amy Olson Wyatt Nelson, & Kent Nelson 
 Dec 24 Jim Tocko & Marie Murrell (5 pm) 
  Dennis & Maxine Ulberg (9 pm) 
 Dec 25 Kevin & Camille Skoug 
 

Endowment Fund News 
 

The purpose of the Immanuel Lutheran Endowment Fund is to provide money for outreach ministries of 
this congregation which are not included in the current operating budget. No portion of the income 
generated by the I.L.E.F. shall be used for current operating or budgeted benevolence expenses. In 
January the Endowment Fund will again be distributing five percent of the assets according to the funds 
bylaws.  Endowment Funds may be requested for: 
 

 The purpose of attending a post-high school Lutheran education program 
 Church related camp or leadership conference 
 Training enabling members of the congregation to grow in their faith and service to God’s 

people 
 Church youth outreach programs outside the current operating budget 
 Social service agencies/institutions/programs designed for people in our community who are in 

spiritual or economic need 
 ELCA educational institutions and ministries 
 Synod ministry requests 
 World Hunger, World Missions, Mission outreach and other partnership ministries through the 

ELCA. 
 
Request forms are available in the church narthex.  All forms are due back to the church office by 
December 25, 2015.  Questions in regards to the Endowment Funds may be directed to the 
members of the committee: Tom Wagener, Vickie Hanson, Craig Cegielski, Karin Back, Dan Myren 
 
The Endowment Committee 

Coffee Hour Hosts are needed for the 
month of December and January. Please 
contact the office at (715) 695-3511 if you 

would like to volunteer. Thank you! 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
Congratulations to the 2016 elected ELCA Officers. They are:  
  
President: Sara Heck 
Secretary: Carolyn Boehne 
Treasurer: Jean Herman 
Discipleship: Karen Franson 
Stewardship: Carolyn Boehne 
  
Doris Anderson: Usher 
  
We still have vacancies for the Offices of Vice President and Justice. We are also looking for women who would be 
willing to work on the Apple Pie Committee for 2016. Please talk to any officer or call the church office if you are 
interested. 
  
If you are interested in forming a new Circle Bible Study Group, please call the church office (715-695-3511) or talk to 
any WELCA officer and we can help you get started. The core of our Circle Groups is Bible reading and the study of 
God's Word, along with stewardship activities. We use the WELCA Gather Magazine Bible Study insert, which has led 
to some very good discussions and insights. Right now, we have 3 groups, Martha (morning) and Hope and Rebecca 
(afternoon). Maybe you would like to meet on a weekend or evening? Each Circle has a chairperson and/or co-chair. 
Their duties are: select hostess and Bible Study Leader for each meeting, collect offering and any other money and 
get it to the treasurer. In addition, each Circle is sometimes asked to provide a devotion and offering meditation at a 
General Meeting. The Bible says, 'Where ever 2 or 3 are gathered in my Name....', so all you really need is 3 or more 
to start a Circle. Plus, you can choose your own name and time and day!  
  
In January, we will be meeting to assemble the new WELCA yearbook/directory. You will notice that we will now have 
only 12 Serving Groups. One of our Group Chairs could no longer serve and it was decided to reorganize her group. 
Some of the Group numbers will be different now (10-12), but only one group has been reorganized. Hopefully, this 
will streamline our whole organization. You can call Sara if you have any questions.  
  
As I write this, I am giving thanks for Serving Group 8, who will be serving at the funeral on Wednesday. I am 
reminded that sometimes we, the servers become a loving support for grieving families, especially those from out of 
town, or who are elderly, or from nursing homes. You just never know who you are going to be a little Christ to on any 
given day.  
  
And I am also thankful for an amazing Executive Board this year. Thank you Board! 
  
Finally, I hope you have all made your reservations for the WELCA Christmas Luncheon, back by popular demand! 
On Wednesday, December 2, 2015 at 11am, WELCA is pleased to present Dave Kiral from Dodge, Wisconsin, who 
plays music for all occasions on the accordion. Although he says he's not a kid anymore (he turned 74 in August) 
Dave started accordion lessons at the age of 9. By his 3rd year of high school, he started playing in a 6-piece band. In 
1965 he was drafted, and served in the US Navy for 4 years. While in the Service, he played in the Drum and Bugle 
Corps and, in Brunswick, played in the Enlisted Men's Club.Lately, he has been playing his music all over South 
Central WI. 
  
After his program, a delicious lunch will be served in the basement Parish Hall, with meatballs, mashed potatoes, and 
gravy, lefse, a vegetable, pumpkin pie cake, and coffee and milk. A Free-Will donation is suggested. Please let us 
know if you are coming, so we know how many meatballs to make. Sign-up sheets are located at all church 
entrances. You can also call the Church Office (715) 695-3511. If you forget, come anyway. All are welcome! Bring a 
friend! 
  
Merry Christmas Everyone! 
  
Yours in Christ,  
Sara Heck 
co-president WELCA 
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Pastor ..................................................................................... Rev. K D Taylor 
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Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
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Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ............................................................................. Dan Bjerke 
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Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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