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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

Our annual Christmas dinner and program will be December 6
th
 at 

11:00 am. Eleanor Nelson from Brackett will be joining us for the 
program. She is blind but still enjoys singing and performing on her 
accordion and entertaining audiences. Eleanor was ten when she 
began playing the accordion. At first she hated the instrument, but 
learned to love playing it, and is very thankful for her gift today. 
Eleanor and her husband, Bruce, have written several songs 
together, and she has over twenty-two Christmas songs in her 
repertoire. Serving groups 11, 12, and 13 are scheduled to work: 
Chairpersons - Kris Husby, Rita Berge, and Mandy Kensmoe. 
 
As one year ends another begins. Our first meeting for the new 
year will be on January 3rd at 1:30 pm. We will have a short 
business meeting and discussion about upcoming events. We will 
then be assembling the 2018 WELCA yearbooks. 
 
We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help 
this year. We are currently two officers short for 2018. We are 
looking for a President, Vice President, or Co-Chairpersons. Please 
prayerfully consider accepting a position on your WELCA team. We 
also need two serving group chairpersons. 

Stewardship of God’s Earth 
By Jim Tocko 

In a few short decades the United States could eliminate their de-
pendency on fossil fuel and rely 100% on clean, renewable energy.  
The pessimists will say, “That’s not possible!”  We heard those 
words echoed  when the Apollo Project, the interstate system, or 
any number of other “wild” ideas were proposed.  There is always 
opposition to new ideas.  Wind farms are risky to birds; energy com-
panies establish higher fees for home owners/businesses who in-
stall solar; coal is king and big oil is essential to some states econo-
my.  Opposing views are a given and from different views often 
comes better solutions.  You and I may not see the final outcome, 
but we can do our little bit to conserve our energy usage. 
 

Fall is trying to hold on, but we know that winter will be upon us 
soon. 

Merry Christmas! 
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Advent: A Journey to Emmanuel – God Is With Us 
By Pastor Valerian J Ahles 

    
 

Happy New Year!  

Time to make your New Year’s resolutions!  
 

Hey! Wait a minute pastor. You’re getting ahead of things! We just finished “Happy 
Thanksgiving” and the “Merry Christmas” celebration will soon be upon us. Why are 
you jumping ahead to the New Year before it is time? Next month’s newsletter 
article should address the New Year. 
 

 Actually, I should make myself clear:  
 

Happy New Church Year!  

Time to make your New Church Year resolutions!  
 

Every year at the end of November we say goodbye to the end of the Church Year 
with the Festival Celebration of Christ our King. Then, with the first Sunday of 
Advent we start a new Church Year with the season of Advent; a time of preparation 
for the celebration of the Birth of Jesus Christ our Lord. So, go ahead, make those 
resolutions concerning your commitment and involvement with Christ’s church 
before you make resolutions for 2018. 
 

The Advent season is like going on a journey where there is a lot of bus-i-ness of 
going here and going there to shop and party or attend a concert or Christmas 
program where children reenact the Christmas story. This Advent journey is meant 
to move us toward the manger, where we encounter Emmanuel – God Is With Us 
in the Christ Child born long ago in a stable in Bethlehem. Jesus Christ is God’s 
anointed one who comes to move us out of the darkness of sin and death into the 
light of God’s grace, love and forgiveness; salvation for the whole world with all its 
peoples and creatures.  
 

Therefore, embark on a journey to the manger by reading scripture, going to 
worship as a family, making preparations for family and church celebrations as we 
recount and retell the story of our savior’s birth. Ponder and reflect on the Word 
made flesh dwelling with us first on a bed of straw. Then, like the shepherds of old, 
return to your homes and every day lives glorifying and praising God for all you 
have heard and seen on your Advent journey to the manger where you will 
rediscover the miracle of Emmanuel – God Is With Us!   

Pr. Ahles 
715-694-2427 (parsonage) 

715-533-0939 (cell) 
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October 10, 2017 
Opening prayer 
 
Council member’s present: Pastor Lowell, Char Myhers, Kate Back, Vickie Hanson, Peter Berge, 
Mark Rogness and Jenny Tollesfson. 
 
Approval of September council minutes: Motion to approve by Mark Rogness and second by Peter 
Berge. Motion passed. 
 
Approval of September Treasurer’s report: Motion to approve by Kate Back and second by Mark 
Rogness. Motion passed. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 

 Finishing the changes to the Constitution. 
 

Old Business: 
 November 5, 2017 at 11:30 am - Elk Creek will be hosting a farewell brunch for Pastor 

Lowell. 
 November 26, 2017 at 2 pm - ILC will be hosting an installation service for Pastor 

Valerian Joseph Ahles. Dinner following the service hosted by Immanuel’s Women of 
the ELCA. 

 
New Business: 

 Josh and Kaela Stendahl will be renting the parsonage December through March 
(longer if need be) while their house is being built. Rent will be $800.00 per month plus 
utilities. Motion to approve by Mark Rogness and second by Peter Berge. Motion 
passed. 

 Reverting our current constitution to the model constitution provided by the ELCA as 
recommended by Pastor Lowell. Motion made to present the changes to the 
congregation at the Annual Meeting in January 2018 by Vickie Hanson and second by 
Mark Rogness. Motion passed. 

 Estimated moving expenses for Pastor Ahles presented by Tom Wagener, president of 
the Parish Council: North American - $6,089.00, United - $11,000.00, missing one bid. 
We will be choosing the lowest of the three bids and Immanuel will have to cover 65% 
of the cost. 

 Posting an ad in the Ad Delite for October Worship Fest on October 22, 2017 and for 
Youth brunch on October 29, 2017. Motion made to approve by Mark Rogness and 
second by Peter Berge. Motion passed. 

 
Adjournment: 8:15 pm 
Closing prayer 
 

Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 
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Dear Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
 

The year was 1986 and it was a beautiful December morning in our new home in Minnesota. We 
had recently moved and I was preparing my Christmas Eve message for my new congregation. 
But I was having difficulty focusing on the task at hand. Each time I attempted to pen relevant and 
impressive thoughts, my eyes were diverted to a photo on my desk; a photo of a baby with thick 
dark hair and deep brown eyes. Although we had never met, she had been named and she was 
loved.  
 

Her name was Laura and Lutheran Social Services had assured us that she would soon be on a 
plane that would fly her from Seoul, South Korea to the Minneapolis airport and then into our 
arms. But for now, she was in a crib in an orphanage in a faraway land. And that made me sad… 
 

I was sad because this little one would spend her first Christmas alone… or as alone as one can 
be in a room filled with cribs. But she would not be held in the arms of loving parents and 
surrounded with gifts. And that was sad. And it made me feel alone. 
 

But I had a sermon to write… so back to the words in my Bible and back to the story they told.  
 

“Immanuel” - God with us. This word is first written in the book of Isaiah and then again in the 
Gospel of Matthew. Both times it is written as a promise that God will be with us, and God will 
never leave us. It is a promise that a baby will one day be born and that baby will fulfill the 
promise of God’s presence with God’s people. 
 

Oh my goodness…could this be true? Could God’s promise not be an ancient one, but one that 
was being fulfilled, even as I attempted to write a message of hope to my new people? Is God 
really with us? 
 

Her first Christmas; wrapped in cloths and lying in a hard bottomed crib in the center of a faraway 
orphanage. And God is with her. God had knit her together in her mother’s womb, and God would 
never leave her. And her name was Laura. And she was a child of God. 
 

I remember this beautiful December morning often. I remember it when I am feeling alone. I 
remember it because I need to believe that God is with me. And that God will never leave me. 
And I believe it. 
 

This will be my last Christmas message to you as your bishop. Next year at this time, you will 
read words from a new bishop but the promise will not change. God is with you. His name is 
Immanuel and the promise is real. 
 

Have a blessed Christmas and… go to church! God will be there! 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.  Isaiah 7:14b 

A Christmas Message from Bishop Hoyme 
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Memorials 

RACHEL OLSON 
ELCA World Hunger 
Al & Kay Hardy 
ELLEN HECK 
General Fund 
Jean Amundson 
Bernie & Sally Krause 
Helen Goplerud 
LaVonne Nelson & Deann Berges 
Benita Parker 
Connie Pedersen 
Jon & Susan Nymo 
Jerry Kjentvet 
Doug, Jill & Loftyn Awe 
Jim Tocko 
Java & Jane Bergerson 
Organ Fund 
Carolyn Sorge 
Dan & Barb Adams 
Randy & Mary Carlson 
Sonja Gilbertson 
Laverne & Ruth Gullicksrud 
Paul & Mary Gullicksrud 
Jim & Lynn Gullicksrud 
Gary & Corinne Hanson 
Al & Lana Heck 
Dan & Caroline Mason 
Florine Koxline 
Janice Matson 
Mark & Cindy Nymo 
Carol Olson 
Cathy & Jeff Reitz 
Jim & Marilyn Reppe 
Carole Veness 
Phyllis Johnson 
Susan Solli 
LeeAnn Heck 
Karen Heck 
Music Fund 
Ron & Char Myhers 
Jeanette Berg 
Matt & Ronnette Nelson 
Dale & Charlene Olsen 
Chancel Choir 

General Fund 
Eric & Karen Franson 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Luther Park 
Greg & Mari Lunderville 
Daughters of the King 
Dennis & Maxine Ulberg 
Janet Cole 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Jim & Judy Foss 
Joan Brenengen 
Clarice Bergerson 
Mark, Diana & Megan Gullicksrud 
Steve & Karen Hanson 
Lois Hulberg 
Tom & Gloria Wagener 
Colleen Tucker 
Joyce Schmidt 
Ed & Judy Olson 
Duke & Mary Berg 
ELLEN HALVERSON 
General Fund 
Judy Owens 
Jim, Vickie & Jeremy Shermo 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Curtis & Edith Julson 
Tony & Tamara Monson 
Dale & Shirley Amundson 
Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
ROGER LARSON 
General Fund 
Dave & Marlys Bjorklund 
 

LENORE HEINEMANN 
General Fund 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Duke & Mary Berg 
Mark & Cindy Olson 
Bob & Martha Solfest 
Jean Amundson 
John & Mary Stendahl 
Rita Kaiser 
Randy & Kay Sands 
Arthur & Vicki Peuse 
Florine Koxlien 
Deloris Sather 
Timothy, Georgia & Kelly Jo Leahy 
Randall Crank & Barbara Wright 
Mark & Vickie Hanson 
Betsy Larson 
Marjorie Rice 
Josie Pace 
Cindy Brenner 

Lisa Palm 
Jim & Judy Foss 
Ronald & Valerie Boeser 
Jim, Vickie, and Jeremy Shermo 
Steve Anderson & Jeannie 
 McClellan 
Dorothy Hulberg 
Donald & Cheryl Solfest 
Ardell & Wyllis Olson 
Tom & Debra Petersen 
Java & Jane Bergerson 
John & Mary Stendahl 
Clarice Bergerson 
Craig & Gail Carlson 
Karin Back 
Dennis & Maxine Ulberg 
Ruth Eide 
Anita Haugland 
Darlene Insteness 
Lois Hulberg 
Carmen Ellifson 
Donald & Julie Christ 
Al & Kay Hardy 
West Side Tractor Sales 
Hensel & Betty Vold 
Gregory Fjelstad 
 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Immanuel Lutheran Church: 
Building Fund, Daughters of the 
King/Jr. DOK, General Fund, 
Library, Music Fund / Organ Repair 
Fund, Social Concerns, Sunday 
School, Youth Fund 
 

When writing a check to the 
following funds, please make the 
check payable to the individual 
fund or organization, not to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
 

Creative Beginnings Early  Learning 
Center (CBELC), Endowment Fund, 
Strum Area Food Pantry, Tremp. Co. 
Community Cupboard, WELCA 
 

Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 

Lenore 
Heinemann 

Rachel Olson Ellen Heck 
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 Financial Report - October 2017 
Weekly Contributions & Expenses 
 
Oct 1 - Oct 7 
General Fund Contributions .......... $4,378.00 
Expenses ......................................... (233.10) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $4,144.90 
 

Oct 8 - Oct 14 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,282.01 
Expenses ...................................... (2,203.82) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,078.19 
 

Oct 15 - Oct 21 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,091.50 
Expenses ...................................... (3,930.00) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($1,838.50) 
 

Oct 22 - Oct 28 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,214.00 
Expenses ......................................... (567.64) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $2,646.36 
 

Oct 29 - Oct 31 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,209.00 
Expenses ...................................... (4,724.95) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,515.95) 
 

Total Contributions ...................... $14,174.51 
Total Expenses ........................... (11,659.51) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $2,515.00 
 
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, October 31.................... $6,500.00 
 

 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 
January - October 

   2015   2016   2017  
Contributions 14,940.78 15,578.22 13,238.09 
Expenses 16,183.25 16,152.85 13,225.39 
 

Percent of Budget Allowance 
 Oct Jan - Oct 
General Contributions 90.5% 81.7% 
Benevolences 65.8% 49.4% 
General Operating 0.0% 138.3% 
Ministry 79.5% 102.9% 
Office 113.2% 57.7% 
Pastor 44.9% 55.6% 
Payroll 97.9% 94.8% 
Property 85.6% 94.7% 
Utilities 69.8% 74.8% 
 

Condensed P&L for October 2017 
General Fund Contributions $14,174.51 
Benevolences 329.00 
General (59.80) 
Ministry 251.69 
Office 709.22 
Pastor 3,231.43 
Payroll 5,480.99 
Property 285.12 
Utilities 1,431.86 
Total Expenses  11,659.51 
Net Income (Loss)  $2,515.00 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, October 1 $4,593.82 
Receipts 378.00 
Disbursements  (433.33) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $4,538.49 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $95.60 
Receipts 15.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $110.60 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $241.13 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $241.13 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $1,818.00 
Receipts 146.11 
Disbursements  (86.95) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $1,877.16 

 
 
 

Organ Fund 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $2,403.20 
Receipts 210.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $2,613.20 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $910.12 
Receipts 352.15 
Disbursements  (209.15) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $1048.12 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $912.61 
Receipts 60.00 
Disbursements  (109.21) 
Ending Balance, October 31 863.40 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, October 1 $5,277.15 
Receipts 1,806.35 
Disbursements  (300.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $6,783.50 
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Worship assistants brighten our day! 

Thanks for serving! 

COMMUNITY DINNER (ELC) 
Sunday, December 3 (First Sunday) 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
50553 South 2nd St - Eleva 
 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, December 5 (First Tuesday) 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - 
Fireside Room 
 

Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School 
District 
 

RUBY’S PANTRY (UCC - OSSEO) 
Tuesday, December 12 (Second 
Tuesday) 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
United Church of Christ 
Corner of HWY 10 and Main St. - Osseo 
 

$20 Cash Donation. Bring two plastic totes 
or boxes for food. No income requirements 
or limitations. Anyone may come. 
 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY 
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, December 16 (Third Saturday) 
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - Fellowship 
Hall 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on Elm 
Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the office 
entrance on Elm Street and bring baskets or totes 
with you to carry your items. Volunteers are 
welcome, and appreciated, to help unload the 
trucks and stock shelves and/or to help distribute 
the food and clean up. Handicapped accessible. 
Located downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Please 
contact Michelle Peaslee for more information or to 
volunteer: 715-695-3511.  
 

Number of Individuals served in November: 272 
Seniors: 92 (33.2%) 
Adults: 103 (37.2%) 
Children: 82 (29.6%) 

Community Outreach Food Programs 

GREETERS  
 Dec 3 Scott & Mary Bjorgo 
 Dec 10 Jon & Amy Olson 
 Dec 17 Ron & Char Myhers 
 Dec 24 Dan & Sherry Bjerke (5 PM) 
 Dec 31 Deloris Sather & Mary Salava 
READERS  
 Dec 3 Jodie Semingson 
 Dec 10 Tom Wagener 
 Dec 17 Virginia Anderson 
 Dec 24 Ron Myhers (5 PM) 
 Dec 31 Dale Olsen 
ACOLYTES  
 Dec 3 Caden Lasher 
 Dec 10 Laney Windjue 
 Dec 17 Katelynn Anderson 
 Dec 24 Annika Gullicksrud (5 PM) 
 Dec 31 Ethan Gunderson 
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 Dec 3 Women of the ELCA 
 Dec 10 Glasspoole Family 
 Dec 17 Youth Christmas Breakfast 
 Dec 24 No Coffee Hour 
 Dec 31 Host(s) Needed 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 Dec 3 Lois Johnson 
 Dec 17 Carol Sather 
 Dec 24/25 Ronnette Nelson & Samantha  
  Nelson (5PM - Dec 24; 9 AM - Dec 25) 
 Flowers Diane Davison & Debra Ellifson 
 Robes  Ruth Eide 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
 Dec 3 Scott & Mary Bjorgo  
 Dec 17 Jim & Judy Foss 
 Dec 24 Dennis & Maxine Ulberg (5PM) 
 Dec 25 Kevin & Camille Skoug 
USHERS   
 *Matt Nelson, Adam Nelson, Kent Nelson,  
 Wyatt Nelson, and Zach Nelson 

Worship Assistants 
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Casey Ellifson......................  2 
Abigail Guenther ....................  2 
Eli Underwood .....................  2 
Candace Schadrie ...............  5 
Erica Wiedrich .....................  5 
Connor Windjue ...................  5 
Kent Nelson .........................  7 
Tim Engen ...........................  8 
Heidi Becker ........................  9 
Lucas Bauer ......................  10 
Baily Giebel ..........................  10 
Joel Dregney .....................  12 

Olivia Windjue ...................  16 
Savannah Austin .................  17 
Gloria Wagener .................  18 
Charlene Olsen .................  19 
Jon Nicolet ..........................  20 
Brynn Salava .....................  20 
Amanda Yule ......................  20 
Dave Bjorklund ..................  21 
Brooke McLean...................  21 
Patti Dregney ....................  22 
Sam Bates ........................  25 
Michael Kensmoe ..............  25 

Mark Rogness ...................  25 
Yvonne Runkel ....................  26 
Joan Tonn ...........................  26 
Ron Westphal ...................  26 
Gracey Kensmoe ..............  28 
Tessa Hazelton .................  30 
Richard Myren ...................  30 

Birthdays - December 

Sunday School 

ILC Sunday School 2017-18 
Please mark your calendars for these special dates for 

Immanuel Lutheran Sunday School 
 

Sunday, December 3 Christmas Program Practice - 10 AM  
Sunday, December 10 Christmas Program Practice - 10 AM 
Sunday, December 17 Sunday School Christmas Program during Worship 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday, December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday, December 31 NEW YEAR’S EVE – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday, March 25 KIDS SING during Worship, Palm Sunday 

Sunday School to follow 
Thursday, March 29 Maundy Thursday  (Third Graders’ First Communion*) 
Sunday, April 1  EASTER SUNDAY – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday, April 29 Last Day of Sunday School Class 
Sunday, May 6 KIDS SING during Worship 
 

If you haven’t already, please join the ILC Sunday School Facebook Group and/or the Immanuel 
Lutheran, Strum, WI Facebook Group for reminders, updates and additional information. 
 

If you have any questions, please email ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com or leave a message with Michelle in 
the Church office. 

Volunteers are the unsung heroes of our church and the lifeblood of our ministry. They give their energy, 
skills, and time to the missions of the church.  

Thank you for standing in the Narthex on Sunday mornings, smiling and welcoming people as they enter 
for worship. Thank you for having the courage to stand up in front of the congregation to share the wisdom 
of the Gospel. Thank you for lighting the candles and assisting in worship. Thank you for leading us with 
beautiful music and choir anthems. Thank you for planting the seeds of faith in our youth. Thank you for 
leading and participating in bible studies, quilting groups, committees, and outreach programs. Thank you 
for responding to the needs of those in crisis without hesitation. The list goes on and on. Most of all, thank 
you for believing in the Church. You are an integral part of this community of faith. When mailings don’t 
matter and formal church invites fail, you are the ones who represent who we are and share the love of 
Christ wherever you are and in whatever you do. Thank you for being part of this Church family. We 
cannot do what we do without you. 

mailto:ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com
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Announcements 

Endowment Fund - The mission of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Fund is to 
encourage Christian Stewardship and to enhance the outreach ministry of the Congregation; “As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another” John 13:34 
 

Requests are invited in December of each year and awards are made at the January annual 
congregational meeting.  A minimum of five percent of the value is given out in four categories: 
 

Scholarships to members of the congregation attending a Lutheran college or seminary 
Local social service agencies administering to the needs of people in the community 
To ELCA education and outdoor ministries 
To ELCA and Northwest WI Synod  sponsored outreach programs and partner ministries 
 

The Endowment Fund, being an important part of our congregation’s ministry, encourages you 
to consider gifts or memorials and to consider a bequest in your estate planning. 
 

Applications are being accepted now through December 24 and are available in the 
church office or online on the church’s website www.immanuel-strum.com. 
 
Calling all musicians, instrumental and vocal, Christmas is coming!  We are seeking local 
singers and instrumentalists to perform at Immanuel’s Annual Christmas Concert scheduled for 
Wednesday, December 20. Dinner to begin at 5 pm, concert at 6:30 pm. If you are interested in 
volunteering your time and talents in joyful celebration of Christmas, please contact Jeanette 
Tobiason or Michelle Peaslee in the church office, 715-695-3511 or ilc@triwest.net. 

Christmas Dinner & Concert 
Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Dinner served from 5 - 6 PM 
Concert begins at 6:30 PM  

 
Start your holiday season with an evening of food, fun and fellowship. Dinner will be Italian style 
and the music will put you in the Christmas mood. Please mark your calendar now and join the 
fun! 

WELCA  
Christmas Luncheon 
11 AM Wednesday, 
December 6, 2017 

 

Featuring accordionist, 
Eleanor Nelson 

 

Traditional Meatball Dinner  
Desserts included 
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Announcements (continued) 

The Altar Guild presents this opportunity for you to purchase a Poinsettia in thanksgiving for, or in 
memory of, a loved one. The plant would be for placement in the Church on December 24th. 

To order a plant(s), complete the form below and return it to the Church office by Friday, December 15th 
along with $8.00 for each plant ordered. Please make checks payable to Robbe’s.  

If you wish recognition in the Christmas Service bulletin, please be sure that the information given below 
is exactly as you wish it to appear. 

(check one below) 

___I will contribute a plant 

___I will give a monetary contribution to the General Fund 

 

(check one below) 

___In memory of 

___In thanksgiving for 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to pick up your plant, you may do so after the 9 am Christmas Day Service. 

Remember Christmas 
by Valerie L Plowman 

Red reminds of the blood He spilt  
to wash away and cleanse all of our guilt. 

White is for His actions most pure.  
Through sinless perfection, he did endure. 

Green is for the life eternal 
we can obtain through our Lord supernal. 

the star shines like the one so bright 
that twinkled above that first Christmas night. 

The fir tree is for many things: 
the tree of Jesse – the father of kings,  

and for the needle pointing to the Lord –  
that little babe we all adored. 

The wreath shows one eternal round; 
the begin’ of the Lord cannot be found. 

the lights remind us that this babe 
is the light of the world, and born to save. 

The candy cane is for the crook; 
not one sheep or lamb the shepherd forsook. 

The Christmas bells we love to ring 
proclaim joy, the birth of a newborn king. 

These symbols remind us that we, 
more like the three wise men all now should be. 

Earnestly seeking to find the new babe 
who humbly in a manger laid. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank You! 
It was a wonderful celebration for my installation on Sunday, 
November 26. I greatly appreciated the choirs’ singing from 
both congregations. “Praise to the Lord” has special 
meaning because that was one of the hymns that was at our 
wedding 41+ years ago. “Jesus Is My Lord” emphasized why 
we all are here: because of His grace and love in our lives. 
Thank you, Ding-a-lings (Immanuel’s bell choir), for playing 
during communion. 
 

Thank you also to the pastors from the area who 
participated, the children who came forward to lay their 
hands on me, and the wonderful meatball dinner with lefse 
and cake. My family was impressed with the efforts the 
congregations put forward for this special day of installation 
as your pastor. 
 

Thank you also to Michelle Peaslee and Ronnette Nelson for 
all their work in preparing for this day. And finally, thank you 
to Pastor Greg Kaufmann for preaching and setting the 
stage for our ministry together. Now we move forward with 
the Holy Spirit leading us. 

Pr. Ahles 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Pastor ............................................................................ Rev. Valerian J Ahles 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Director .............................................................. Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center (CBELC) 
Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
Lead Teacher - Infants ............................................................................ Dusti 
Lead Teacher - Ages 1 - 2 ...................................................................Kalleigh 
Lead Teacher - Ages 3+ ......................................................................... Roxie 
Assistant ................................................................................................Jordyn 
 
Council Members 
President ..................................................................................... Char Myhers 
Vice-President .......................................................................... Vickie Hanson 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer ................................................................................ Jenny Tollefson 
Member-at-large ........................................................................... Peter Berge 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Mark Rogness 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

This is Christ’s 
Church. 

There is a place for you here. 

 
We are the church that shares a 
living, daring confidence in 
God’s grace. Liberated by our 
faith, we embrace you as a 
whole person – questions, 
complexities and all. Join us as 
we do God’s work in Christ’s 
name for the life of the world. 
 

http://www.elca.org/ 
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