Immanuel Lutheran Church February 2015

The Church Messenger

STEWARDSHIP OF GOD’S EARTH
By Jim Tocko

During the cold season many people set their thermostat a
little warmer than necessary. Home heating accounts for
over a quarter of your home heating bill. You can turn your
thermostat down and still be quite comfortable. During the
day when people are home, set the thermostat at ‘sweater”
temperature: between 65 and 68 degrees. When you retire
for the evening, set the thermostat at “blanket” temperature:
55-58 degrees. Installing a programmable thermostat can
reduce your heating bill by 20%.

The majority of fuel for home heating is from natural gas,
propane, and oil. Less than 1% of home heating comes from
solar, geothermal, wind or wood. Oil is the overwhelming
fuel of choice which contributes more than 40% of our energy
needs. More than half of America’s electricity-generating
plants burn coal. Ninety percent of future electricity
generating plants of the future will burn natural gas. The
reserves of coal can handle the nation’s needs for the next
200 to 300 years. Coal is a huge source of potential energy
for the nation, which is why it is so important to find and
implement ways to burn it more cleanly.

Many new home constructions are implementing non-
renewable (such as geothermal) sources of energy. Although
the original investment is considerably higher, it pays for
itself in a relatively short time. It doesn’t require a large
expanse of land to install and requires very minimal
electricity to operate.

I think one of the most important things in life is to be in a
good mood and enjoy what you have, where ever you are.

Jim Tocko
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‘Worship Schedule
Sunday
9AM: Worship
10 AM:  Coffee Hour*
10:15 AM: Sunday School
11:15 AM: Acoustic Service

Wednesday
6:30 PM: Confirmation

*If you would like to host or
sponsor a coffee hour, please call
Michelle in the office at:

(715) 695-3511.
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Greetings in Christ!

Believe it or not, we are just weeks away from beginning the contemplative and
penitential season known as Lent.

It is a time that we begin our journey with Christ Jesus towards the cross on Calvary.

It is a time to remember the waters of our baptism, that we are claimed and known by
God.

It is a time to reflect on the message of Christ, to take up our cross, and to follow him.

What do these words mean? How are we to shape our lives by these words?

This year, during the five weeks of Lent, between Ash Wednesday and Holy Week, our
congregation will participate in the Round Robin series based upon these very words.

Here is the schedule for Wednesday services beginning at 6:30PM:

On February 25t we will welcome Pastor Terry Lorenz Elk Creek and Independence.
On March 4t we will welcome Pastor Dave Christianson from Upper Pigeon Creek.
On March 11th we will welcome Pastor Mara Ahles-Iverson from Hixton/ Northfield
On March 18t we will welcome Pastor Tom Bryan from Pleasantville/ Chimney Rock.
On March 25t we will welcome Pastor Linda Marlett from King’s Valley/South Beef.
The services will be preceded by a soup supper beginning at 5:30PM.

Please come and hear these wonderful and amazing preachers that are in our
conference!

May God’s peace and blessings be with you as you journey with Christ towards the
Cross...

Pastor Ken



November 11, 2014
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm
Opening prayer: Pastor Ken

Members present: Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Pastor Ken, Jim Tocko, Camille Skoug, and Dan
Bjerke

Members absent: Howard Hanson

Approval of November 14, 2014 council minutes: motion made to approve by Michelle Peaslee,
second by Camille Skoug. Motion carried.

We were approved for a $5,000 grant for the Village Café. November 1, 2014 through February 28,
2015 we will be taking part in a challenge grant. They will match fifty cents to every dollar
donated to Village Cafe. In October we made 76.00 dollars in donations and in September we
made 106.00 dollars in donations.

Community Dinner will be serving Chili this month on November 23, 2014 from 4:30pm-6:30pm.
It will be displayed in the Ad-Delite the week of November 11, 2014.

Approval of Treasurer’s Report for October: motion made to approve by Dan Bjerke, second by
Kate Back. Motion carried.

Need approval to open a bank account for the Village Café funds. Motion made to approve by Dan
Bjerke, second by Pastor Ken. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report:

*  We will be having a five congregation service the night before Thanksgiving. November 26,

2014 at 7 pm.

On November 27, 2014 we will be providing a Community Thanksgiving dinner at 5 pm.

Chili Feed on November 23, 2014 at 4:30-6:30pm at Strum Village Hall.

December 17, 2014 having a Christmas dinner at 5 pm with Christmas concert to follow.

Christmas Eve service will be at 5 pm (family service) and 9 pm (candlelight service);

Christmas Day service at 9 am.

Sunday after Christmas it will go back to lessons and carols.

* November 19, 2014 Confirmation will be doing worship at the Strum Nursing Home.

+ Confirmation is going well, they meet every Wednesday and it is recommended that they
are in attendance for worship on Sundays.

+ Pastor was doing more of a bible study at second service and will be revising that to
lessons/RCL

*  Pastor has noticed not a lot of interest in bible study in the last couple of weeks.

+ Pastor’s trip went well. He did a service and dedication in honor of his father’s passing a
year and a half ago. He did a service with his cousin honoring his late Aunt that passed
away.

+ Pastor came home with many books from his late father and donated many books to the
church that his mother attends, goodwill and the local library.

* 0% % ¥
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Closing prayer: Pastor Ken
Adjournment: 7:48 pm

December 9, 2014
Meeting Called to order at 7:00pm
Opening prayer: Pastor Ken

Members present: Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Pastor Ken, Jim Tocko, Camille Skoug, Dan
Bjerke, and Howard Hanson

Approval of November 11, 2014 council minutes: Motion made to approve by Dan Bjerke,
second by Camille Skoug. Motion carried.

Approval of Treasure’s Report for November: Motion made to approve by Camille Skoug,
and second by Dan Bjerke. Motion carried.

Old Business: 2015 Budget has gone up by an estimated $2,762.01 more than last year due
to cost of living payroll increase and the increase in utility expenses. Motion made to approve
by Howard Hanson, and second by Kate Back.

New Business: Looking for families to be on the decorating committee for the church. If
interested please contact Michelle at the church office. Village Café on the fourth Sunday of
every month from 4:30 till 6:30pm will be moved to the Church (ILC) effective immediately.
We will be providing Christmas gifts to church staff, same amount as last year. Motion to
approve by Camille Skoug, second by Dan Bjerke.

Pastor’s Report:

+ December 17, 2014 we will be having a Christmas dinner at 5 pm with Christmas
concert to follow.

* Christmas Eve service will be 5 pm (family service) and 9 pm (candlelight service);
Christmas Day service at 9 am.

* Sunday after Christmas it will go back to lessons and carols.

* In reference to bible study, Pastor will be exploring different opportunities.

+* We would like the congregations feedback on if we provided Nursery time during
service, would anyone be interested in utilizing that. If interested or interested in
helping please contact Michelle at the church office.

+ Annual meeting will be held the last Sunday in January right after service.

Closing prayer: Pastor Ken
Adjournment: 8:05pm

Warmest Regards,
Kate Back



FINANCIALS - DECEMBER 2014

Dec1-Dec6 Restricted Fund Accounts
General Fund Contributions $1,187.00 Building Fund
Expenses ($1,165.37) Beginning Balance, December 1 $547.83
Net Income (Loss) $21.63 Receipts $185.29
Disbursements ($0.00)
Dec7-Dec13 Ending Balance, December 31 $733.12
General Fund Contributions $4,642.00 Chapel Fund
Expenses ($3.671.38) Beginning Balance, December 1 $770.29
Net Income (Loss) $970.62 Receipts $0.39
Disbursements ($0.00)
Dec 14 - Dec 20 Ending Balance, December 31 $770.68
General Fund Contributions $3,371.44 Daughters of the King
Expenses ($5,498.62) Beginning Balance, December 1 $120.57
Net Income (Loss) ($2,127.18) Receipts $0.00
Disbursements ($26.67)
Dec 21 - Dec 27 Ending Balance, December 31 $93.96
General Fund Contributions $8,599.00 Library Fund
Expenses ($994.86) Beginning Balance, December 1 $263.87
Net Income (Loss) $7,604.14 Receipts $0.13
Disbursements ($0.00)
Dec 28 - Dec 31 Ending Balance, December 31 $264.00
General Fund Contributions $1,794.38 Music Fund
Expenses ($7.636.94) Beginning Balance, December 1 $484.57
Net Income (Loss) ($5,842.56) Receipts $165.20
Disbursements ($63.15)
Total Contributions $19,593.82 Ending Balance, December 31 $586.62
Total Expenses ($18,967.17) Social Concerns
Net Income (Loss) $626.65 Beginning Balance, December 1 $417.58
Receipts $251.93
Liabilities Disbursements ($294.48)
Loan Balance Due $6,829.00 Ending Balance, December 31 $375.03
Sunday School
Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance Beginning Balance, December 1 $616.32
General Fund Contributions 72.9% Receipts $0.34
Other Contributions 77.7% Disbursements ($261.94)
Ministry Expenses 68.3% Ending Balance, December 31 $354.72
Benevolences 100.0% Window Fund
Office Expenses! 166.6% Beginning Balance, October1 $8,970.61
Property Expenses 49.5% Receipts $411.92
General Expense? 107.0% Disbursements ($0.00)
Utilities Expense 73.4% Ending Balance, December 31 $9,382.53
Pastor Expenses3 132.4% Youth Fund
Payroll Expenses4 112.9% Beginning Balance, December 1 $1,272.11
‘Bulk mail fee of $220; 2 RISO payments of $289; Stock up on masters Receipts $105.66
and toner to save on shipping for $281.28 Disbursements ($17.44)

2CBELC did not pay their monthly portion of liability insurance - $113.
3Extra payment to Portico Benefits - $2,208.34.
4Additional staff member to provide music for second Sunday service.

Ending Balance, December 31 $1,360.33
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MEMORIALS

IN MEMORY OF DEAN ANDERSON

General Fund

Clark & Yvonne Williams

Dave & Colleen Berge

Ethel Dahl

Paul & Ruth Eide

Don & Harriet Gilbertson

Kurt & Joan Tonn

Clarice Bergerson

Dorothy Hulberg

James , Vickie & Jeremy Shermo

West Beef River Cemetery
Doris Anderson

Edith, Eric, David, Allen & Cloe Olson
Mike & Rachel Olson

Tom & Gloria Wagener
Joanne Brion

Ron & Julie Westphal

Joan Brenengen

David & Diane Thronson

Curt & Edith Julson

Myrtle Franson

Window Fund

Doris Anderson
Howard & Ramona Hanson
Don & Judy Haukeness
Lois Hulberg

George & Lois Johnson
Eric & Karen Franson
Ardell & Wyllis Olson
Tom & Debbie Peterson
Phyllis Olson

Jeanette Berg

IN MEMORY OF OLGA BRIAN

General Fund

Jean Amundson

Clarice Bergerson

Dwayne & Eleanor Peterson
Paul & Amber Moltzau

Kurt Jacobson & Susan Schettle
Irene Brian

Mildred Finstad

Dorothy Hulberg

Music Fund
Ron & Pat Runkel
Judy Foss

West Beef River Cemetery
Joanne Brion

Window Fund
Dave & Colleen Berge
Jeanette Berg

Joan Brenengen

Dale & Linda Franson

IN MEMORY OF DELMAR “BUD” LORENZ

General Fund
Paul & Mary Gullicksrud

IN MEMORY OF MIKE BOLLING

General Fund
Clarice Bergerson

IN MEMORY OF REV RICHARD MATSON
General Fund

Clarice Bergerson

Music Fund
James & Carol Matson

West Beef River Cemetery
Joanne Brion

IN MEMORY OF KATHLEEN MUELLER

Window Fund
Marlys Bjorklund

IN MEMORY OF TOM KIEFFER

Music Fund
Lyle & Ellen Heck
Laurel Kieffer
[
MEMORIAL FUNDS
Immanuel Lutheran Church funds:
¢ Building
¢ Chapel
¢  Creative Beginnings
¢ Daughters of the King
¢ Endowment
¢ General
¢ Library
¢ Music
¢ Sunday School
¢  Window
¢ Youth
¢ WELCA

Cemetery Funds:
¢ Hamlin
¢ St Paul’s
¢  West Beef River

When writing a check, please make the
check payable to the individual memorial

Jund.




Ruth Chapter DOK met January 21, 2015 and reviewed our personal goals for the new
year, as Daughters and as a Chapter. We also made plans for the new Junior Daughters
Chapter. We will meet again Wednesday, February 18th at 2pm, in Room 12. Until then,
we will continue to work with the Village Cafe and the Junior Daughters. We are also
working on a project for the 100th Anniversary of the Brick Church building.

Speaking of Junior Daughters, after several months of preparation, the Senior Daughters
are proud to announce the Service of Institution of a Chapter and Admission of Members
for an Immanuel Lutheran Junior Daughters of the King Chapter! It will be held Sunday,
March 15, 2015, at the 9:00am Service. Cake will be served after the Service, during the
Fellowship Brunch. At this Service, each girl will be making a promise of daily prayer and
service to Our Lord Jesus Christ. She will be given a special cross, which will be dedicated
at the Service, to wear daily to remind her of her promise. It is similar to the crosses that
the Senior Daughters wear. We would ask the Congregation to keep these young people in
your prayers. They do not take these promises lightly and it is a very special thing,
indeed, to find those willing to listen to God's Call and serve at any age.

On February 20, the Junior Daughters are going to have an Overnight Lock-In! It will be
at the church, from Friday night to Saturday morning. At the Lock-In, they will be testing
games to take home to their families for Family Prayer Game Bags; as well as watch a
movie, with popcorn & butter; walk a Prayer Labyrinth; have a scavenger hunt; (plus
some surprises); and make special crafts to take home. Each Junior Daughter will be
allowed to invite 2 guests. Please pray for the chaperones!

Once again, you are always welcome to join us in our adventures in prayer, service, and
evangelism for Christ. You will never be behind. There is always a place for you. Call Sara
Heck for more information. (715) 695-3229 or the Church Office (715) 695-3511.

for His sake
Sara Heck
President Ruth Chapter DOK

On March 11, at 9:30am, WELCA is pleased to present the 2015 Prayer Breakfast
speaker, Pati Kachel. The Program is titled, "Ya Sure, I'm a Norvegin Luteran."
Pati shares captivating stories honoring her heritage as a Norwegian Lutheran. With
songs, humor and historical information she tells tales of her pioneer ancestor's
immigration from Norway to their Minnesota homestead by Paynesville. She has
performed this show at the Mindekirken, numerous Sons of Norway lodges, and
countless Lutheran churches around the Midwest. Pati is a founding member of the
Pauline Fjelde Daughters of Norway Lodge #51 of Minneapolis. Do even Norwegian
bachelor farmers love this show? Ya sure, you betcha!



This is sure to be one of our best programs ever. Don't miss it! And bring your friends
and spouses -- yes, even the menfolk are welcome. Why, I'll bet they could come and
enjoy it even if they were bachelor farmers! Please RSVP by March 4 to the Church
Office (715) 695-3511; Karen Franson (715) 695-3533; or Sara Heck (715) 695-3229.

An Installation of Officers was held on Sunday, Jan. 25, at the 9gam Service, where
Jeanette Berge was honored with a silver WELCA logo pin, to celebrate her 20th and
final year as President.

WELCA Officers installed this year are:

Co-Presidents: Jeanette Berg and Sara Heck
Secretary and Mission/Community: Carolyn Boehne
Treasurer: Jean Hermon

Mission/Growth: Karen Franson

This year WELCA is looking for a few good women to review the Constitution, which
hasn't been updated since 2009! Please contact Sara Heck if you are interested. (715)
695-3229 We will probably need to meet only once or twice.

Finally, after MUCH discussion, this year is the year we need to look at and re-evaluate
our model of serving funeral and special luncheons. The present model is getting more
and more difficult to use. Please call the Office (715) 695-3511 or Sara Heck (715) 695-
3229 if you would like to work on this very important, problem-solving team. We will
need at least 5 concerned people. Possible answers so far are:

Keep the present model

Eliminate present model and change to catering only

Change to catering for food, with present model for serving groups

Use Eleva Church model, where all ILC is involved, with specialized
groups available for food prep and serving, using both men and women of
ILC

oowp

All of this will take at least a year to explore, including surveys, voting, and setting up of
work groups.

Well, that's it for this month. Thank you for allowing me to serve you.
Yours in Christ,

Sara Heck
Co-President WELCA
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DECEMBER SCHEDULE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
i Greeters
® &, Feb 1 Kevin & Camille Skoug
WE Feb 8 Dennis & Maxine Ulberg
. Feb 15 Tom & Gloria Wagener
TOGETHER Feb 22 Dave & Colleen Berge
Readers
Feb 1 Jodie Semingson
Feb 8 Brian Schadrie
Feb 15 Colleen Berge
Feb 22 Jim Tocko
Acolytes
: Feb 1 Connor Windjue
| Feb 8 Josie Zingsheim
Amlgics Feb 15 Black Cegielski
Feb 22 Jayden Ellifson
Communion Helpers
Feb 1 Scott & Mary Bjorgo
Feb 15 Carolyn & Dean Boehne
Feb 18
Altar Guild
Altar7Guild ~ Feb1 Car-olyI.le Boehne
L 1 ,] Feb 15 Julia Bjorgo
xd Z Feb 18 Mary Bjorgo
o Flowers
Robes Ruth Eide
Ushers
/ *Brian Schadrie, Jared Schadrie, Dan Myren, Thomas
R Rﬁs Myren, John Windjue, Brad Windjue, Connor

Windjue, Lucas Bauer

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, please contact a
substitute and let the church office know by the Wednesday prior.

o hank YO for assisting with Worship I Februa!y



Foss, Judy 02/13 Semingson, Jodie 02/23

Anderson, Chad 02/01 ﬁcgor%ey, Eaiie 02/13 SDIEZ}[‘Z&J%‘;E;“ 82;22
Thronson, David 02/01 cooriey, nye 02/13 Nicolet, Barbara 02/26
. . Sather, Deloris 02/13 ’ .
Bjorgo, Julia 02/03 B N 02/1 Franson, Emily 02/27
Hulberg, Lois 02/03 izrge, orIrlla 4 Olson, Ardell 02/27
Maki, Jackson 02/04 Olson, C‘?‘rﬁ 1 02/15 Taylor, Mason 02/28
Heinemann, George 02/05 Eorlln, Méch ae 02/ 12
Helland, Sheryl 02/06 elson, Lhert 02/1
Olson. Mark 02/05 Anderson, Brandon  02/17 . :
, . . < D)

Gullicksrud, Conrad ~ 02/07 ~ Breien, Louise 02/18 &
Haukeness, Timothy 02/07 Bluem, Tamissa 02/18 =, .

. . o Haukeness, Lauren 02/18 \. . "May you have all the joy your
Cegielski, Riley 02/08 ; o) h hol

Sather, Dennis 02/18 eart can hold,
Myhers, Ronald 02/08 Guenther, Tamara 02/19 (5 All the smiles a day can bring,
N{lyhers, Nzgllcy 02/09 Halverson, Alyssa 02/20 All 1tv}I1e bleSSI}II’lgS aélfg,cei)n utn_fold.
E r(l)'nso?l"ll ex 02// 09 McSorley, Isabel 02/21 ay ymé e?';ihir?g Sbestin
oxlien, Ji 02/10 Semingson, Colin 02/21 Vi :

Austin, Jade 02/11 Hageness, Louise 02/22 . \
Maki, Cameron 02/11 Hanson, Shawn 02/22 Happy Birthday!
Bjorgo, Ronnie 02/12 McSorley, Tracie 02/22
Traaseth, Ruth 02/12 Rykoski, Mark 02/22

Schiefelbein, Connor 02/22

The Village Café is held on the fourth Sunday of each month. This month it will be held on Sunday,
February 22 in the Fellowship Hall from 4:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. There is no charge for this meal;
however, free-will donations are accepted. February’s meal will be Tacos and Tamales.

The Village Café is participating in the Challenge Grant through Thrivent Financial. For every dollar
donated through February 28, Thrivent will contribute an additional fifty cents. We will be holding
another raffle during the Fellowship brunch on February 15 at 10:30 a.m. to help raise funds for this
grant opportunity. The Grand Prize is $250; additional $50 prizes may be drawn depending on the
number of raffle tickets sold (a minimum of 50% of ticket proceeds will be awarded as prizes). Ticket
sellers are also eligible for a $50 prize drawing. Tickets are $5 each or 6 for $25.

To sign up to have your regular offering automatically withdrawn from your checking or savings
account, please visit our website and click on the “Donate” tab. If you do not have access to a computer
or would like assistance (or more information), please contact Michelle in the office. She will be more
than happy to help you.

The Elk Creek Lutheran Church of Hale will be hosting a Lutefisk Dinner on Saturday, February 21.
There will be four settings this year: 12:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 3:30 p.m., and 5:00 p.m. The menu includes:
Lutefisk and Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Rutabagas, Cole Slaw, Cranberry Chutney, Lefse
and Rolls, Desserts and Beverages. The cost is $14 per person. Reserved tickets are available by
calling Becky Rongstad at (715) 694-2181.
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We
are a church family of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America,
who as disciples of Christ, are gath-
ered together to embrace, encour-
age, and extend faith, hope, and
love in Christ. Embrace, encourage,
and extend: these three descriptive
words sum up the mission of our
congregation in following the com-
mand of Christ to love one another.
Through worship, education, fel-
lowship, and service, we share that
love for each other and our com-
munity so that lives may be en-
riched and faith strengthened.
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a
congregation that is steeped in
history while also engaging the
context of the village of Strum, the
community as a whole, and the
world. Come and see! There is a
place for you!

T 0N LIIN3d
IM NEIS
arvd
IOHVISOd S0
HY0 L1I08Ed NON

Immanuel Lutheran Church

PASTOT ettt sttt ettt st Rev. K D Taylor
Parish Administrator.......c.cocceveeveeverienienenrenneneneeeeeeeeeann Michelle Peaslee
CUSEOAIAN ..ttt ae et ae e e e eaeeaaeas Ronnette Nelson
Organist/Music DIr€CtOr ....ccccevuerevereenerrieeieneesreeeeseesaeeeens Jeanette Tobiason
Sunday School Directors .......c.ceceevererernennene Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke

Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center

DATECLOT ..ttt ettt ettt sttt Keri Whitwam
Lead Teacher—Forest Friends RoOm.........ccceccevervveneenuennnen. Samantha Tetzlaff
Lead Teacher—Lily Pad ROOM .......cocevivirirerieririneeeeeeeeene Nicole Kummer
Lead Teacher—Monkey ROOM ......cccceeeevierienieriieneeneeieneeniennens Teresa Owens

Council Members

PrESIAENT ..cuivuieiieiieieeeteeete ettt ettt ettt ene Jim Tocko
SECTELATY .evevvrerrieieeieriteitertesetestestesseesseetesseeseseesseesesseessesssesseensesnsens Kate Back
TIEASUTET «.uveuveverereersereesessesseseeeeesseesesseesesseeseesesseesassessesnssnenns Michelle Peaslee
Member-at-1arge. .....coeeeevereerirerieinieeneeeereeenteeeee et Dan Bjerke
MeMDbEr-at-large.......cccveeveeveeeeerieeieniecieeieeeesreeee e seeeee e enas Howard Hanson
Member-at-1arge. .....c.ccocvevererirerieirieireeeerteeree e Camille Skoug
TLC OffiCE cuveeureeeteecteeceeeeee et e e eeee e e e eereeeseeeaeeeseeeeneeenneennns (715) 695-3511
CBELC OffICE veevviiteeivieeeecetee ettt eee e ceaeeeeneeeneeeaeeeseeens (715) 695-3954

Dial-up Service......cccceeevcrrerececeeess (715) 695-3906

www.immanuel-strum.com
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