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Scan with your smartphone 
to visit our secure donation 
webpage where you may set 
up a one-time payment, or 
recurring payments, using 
your checking or savings 
account. Credit cards are 
also accepted. 

 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 
9 AM : Worship 
10 AM: Coffee Hour 
10:15 AM: Sunday School 
11:15 AM: Acoustic 
 Service 
Wednesday 
4 PM: Confirmation 

Instead of the usual three R’s, we now have 5 R’s: Refuse, reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle, and Rot.  Refuse means to refuse what you don’t need, try to 
reduce what you do need, reuse by avoiding throw-aways, and all of us try 
to recycle, but how many of us rot (my favorite—compost for the gardens).  
The easiest of the R’s is recycling.  Do you often wonder if it is worth it?  
Although the price for some recycled materials is very low at this time, 
others have maintained their value.  Consider that every ton of recycled 
paper saves about 165 gallons of fuel, which is enough energy to power 
the average home for six months.  Recycling paper reduces water pollution 
by thirty-five percent and air pollution by seventy-four percent in 
comparison to making paper from raw material.  Recycled paper supplies 
about 1/3  of the materials used to make paper products.  Paper can be 
recycled five or more times before the fibers become to short.  We can 
reduce our use of paper products in several ways such as using washable 
rags to clean surfaces, borrowing books from the library or buying used 
books instead of new, purchasing recycled paper for home and office and 
printing on both sides of a page, subscribing to magazines and 
newspapers on line, etc.  The list is endless. 
 
I wish you health so that you can enjoy each day. 

Community Outreach & Food Programs 
 
 

COMMUNITY CUPBOARD FOOD DISTRIBUTION:  
Tuesday, February 2, 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Last month we served 59 families (149 people). Doors will open at  4:30 
p.m., no earlier. Parking is available on Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. 
Please use the Main entrance on Elm Street and bring a basket or tote 
with you to carry your items. Volunteers are welcome, and appreciated, to 
help unload the truck and set up tables at 9:00 a.m. and/or to help 
distribute the food and clean up. 

FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH:  
Sunday, February 21, 10 a.m. 

COMMUNITY DINNER:  
Sunday, February 28, 2016; 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY:  
Tuesday, February 23, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
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A Message from Pastor Ken 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

Where is another God like you, who pardons the sins of the survivors among his people? You cannot stay 
angry with your people, for you love to be merciful. Once again you will have compassion on us.  Micah 
7:18-19a  
 
What might it be like to receive mercy? 
 
 From your family? 
 From your co-workers? 
 From your neighbors? 

From God? 
 
Ever have a bad day? 
And did that day ever influence how you might have spoken to / treated people in your life? 
 
Want a do-over? 
Would you like your family, your co-workers, and your neighbors to be understanding? 
 
For many of us, we have an image that God is just waiting to pounce on our mistakes.  
 Just waiting for a reason… 
 
  To reprimand us. To punish us. 
  To give us what we really deserve! Separation. Pain. Hell-fire.  
But is this true? 
 
For many though, this is enough of a reason to just check out.  
To. Be. Done.  
To live life without having to answer to this parental, authoritarian, and punitive God.  
 
Is this how we see God? 
What if God is really just wanting, and waiting to receive us, in mercy?  
 
What if, all that God really wants, is to be reconciled to us? with us? between us? 
 
What if we lived our lives as if we are loved? Truly. Loved.  
 
Might that inspire us to offer mercy toward others? 
 
 to our family? 
 to our co-workers? 
 to our neighbors? 
 
God offers us undeserved and unlimited mercy.  
Can we receive it? Can you receive it? 
Then, can you offer it? 
 
May you be able to believe and receive the Lord our God  

as we enter this Lenten season of reflection and transformation.  
 
God’s peace~ brother ken 
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Council Minutes - December 2015 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

January 13, 2016 

Meeting called to order at 7:00pm 

Opening prayer with Pastor Ken 

Members present: Pastor Ken, Jim Tocko, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Camille Skoug, Dan Bjerke and 
Howard Hanson 

Approval of December council minutes: Approved by Camille Skoug and second by Howard Hanson. 

Approval of December Treasurer’s report: Approved by Dan Bjerke and second by Camille Skoug. 

Approval of the 2016 Budget: Camille Skoug and second by Howard Hanson. 

Pastor’s Report: Starting in February, council will be holding their meetings on the second 
Tuesday of the month. 

First communion service will be on Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016 

Confirmation will be held on May 15, 2016 at 9am service 

Pastor Ken will be participating in round robin this year during lent. 

Ash Wednesday/Lent services will be held this year at 7 p.m., with a soup supper being held before Lenten 
services from 6 p.m. till 7 p.m. 

February 17, 2016 council will be preparing the meal for Ash Wednesday. We are in need of help for the 
weeks to come, during lent. Please contact Michelle if interested in preparing a meal. 

Many wonderful events coming up: February 13, 2016 “Tubes and Tunes” held from 5pm till 10pm. Tickets 
are 10.00 piece or 30.00 for a family. Coulee Boys will be preforming. 

Winter Fest will be held February 27, 2016, from 1pm till 6pm at Luther Park. 

Recharge will be held on March 4, 2016 at Luther Park. 

Closing Prayer  

Adjournment: 7:50pm 

Warmest Regards, 

Kate Back 

What’s New at Luther Park?  
Plan now for 2016 
 

 February 27: Winterfest 
 March 4-7: Recharge-Youth Retreat 
 March 12: Quilt Retreat 
 June 4: Way Club 
 August 13: Heart for Luther Park 

 
REMINDER - now is the time to sign up for 
summer camp. The schedule is listed online and  
you can register at: www.lutherpark.org 

SIGN UP NOW FOR ADULT MINISTRY EVENTS: 
 

 February 13: Tea time place mats  
 March 15: Palestine Today presentation  
 April 16: Barn quilts – contact Jacquie at camp 

for more information and/or look for brochures at 
church. jacquie@lutherpark.org 

 

We wish you a Blessed New Year from your Luther 
Park Board of Directors and we thank all of you for 
your donations of time and money as well as for your 
prayers for the ministry at Luther Park. 
 

Kay Moen-Urseth 
Member of the Board of Directors 

http://www.lutherpark.org/
http://www.lutherpark.org/
mailto:jacquie@lutherpark.org


Page 4 

Financial Report - December 2015 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

Dec 1 - Dec 5 
General  Fund Contributions ............ $610.00 
Expenses ........................................ ($981.97) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($371.97) 
 
Dec 6 - Dec 12 
General Fund Contributions .......... $7,972.00 
Expenses ....................................... $1,096.65 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $6,875.35 
 
Dec 13 - Dec 19 
General Fund Contributions .......... $7,219.30 
Expenses ..................................... ($4,960.36) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $2,258.94 
 
Dec 20 - Dec 26 
General Fund Contributions .......... $5,414.00 
Expenses ..................................... ($4,527.44) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $886.56 
 
Dec 27 - Dec 31 
General Fund Contributions .......... $7,828.00 
Expenses ..................................... ($8,106.20) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($278.20) 
 
Total Contributions ...................... $29,043.30 
Total Expenses .......................... ($19,672.62) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $9,370.68 
 
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance ....................................... $16,179.00 
Amount Paid Dec 14.................... ($6,774.63) 
New Balance Due......................... $9,404.37 
 
Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions .............. 113.1% 
Other Contributions ......................... 1730.4% 
Benevolences

1
 ................................... 275.0% 

General Expense ................................. 99.9% 
Ministry Expenses ............................... 48.9% 
Office Expenses .................................. 83.0% 
Pastor Expenses

2
 .............................. 137.3% 

Payroll Expenses ............................... 101.3% 
Property Expenses

3
 ........................... 123.2% 

Utilities Expense .................................. 60.5% 
1
Payments made to catch up on Benevolences 

2
Extra payment to catch up on Portico Benefits 

3
Janitorial supplies - will be receiving credit 

Actual Dec Expenses ................ $19,672.62 
Budgeted Dec Expenses .......... $18,639.09 
Percent of Budget Used .................. 117.6% 
 
 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, December 1 $2,034.39 
Receipts $55.44 
Disbursements  ($0.00)  
Ending Balance, December 31 $2,089.83 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, December 1 $442.21 
Receipts $81.08 
Disbursements  ($382.00) 
Ending Balance, December 31 $141.29 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, December 1 $319.14 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, December 31 $319.14 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, December 1 $768.19 
Receipts $80.00 
Disbursements  ($148.50) 
Ending Balance, December 31 $699.69 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, December 1 $428.59 
Receipts $76.50 
Disbursements  ($175.00) 
Ending Balance, December 31 $330.09 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, December 1 $559.61  
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, December 31 $559.61 
Window Fund 
Beginning Balance, December 1 $4,411.31 
Receipts $55.00 
Disbursements  ($460.18) 
Ending Balance, December 31 $4,006.13 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, December 1 $1,652.14 
Receipts $10.82 
Disbursements  ($78.31) 
Ending Balance, December 31 $1,584.65 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 
January - December 

    2013    2014    2015   
Contributions 15,499.93 15,157.20 16,986.11 
Expenses 15,966.13 16,162.28 16,460.08 
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Daughters of the King 

Greetings from your Ruth Chapter DOK and Rebekah and Esther Chapter JDOK at ILC: 
  

On January 10, Pastor Ken Taylor, Rev. Laurie 
Skow-Anderson, Division of Evangelism and 
Missions, ELCA, and Lela Joscelyn, Province 5 
DOK President administered the Admission 
Service for our 6 newest Junior Daughters. We 
welcome Abigail Birdsill, Skylar Gullicksrud, 
Isabel McSorley, Callen Skoug, Katiera Walz, 
and Laney Windjue. So now, our Chapter has 
grown to 10 members in 10 months!  
  

Since then, our Junior Daughters have made 
Valentines for the Veterans at the Family 
Circle, and learned about Sacred Spaces at 
ILC. They are also getting ready for the 2nd Annual Lock-In overnite at the church. It will be from 
Friday to Saturday, Feb. 19-20. This year's theme is 'Fruits of the Spirit'. 
  

Meanwhile, the Senior Daughters are going to have a Mini-Retreat on Saturday, March 5, from 12-
4pm, at the Super8 in Osseo. There, we will have time to learn more about the daughters of the 
King, get to know each other better, work on the National Study Chapters, share snacks, laughter 
and prayer, and even take time out for the pool and hot tub! Coffee and cinnamon rolls are 
included.  
  

Your cost is free. Bring a Bible and maybe a snack to share. Now is your chance to answer, if the 
Holy Spirit is Calling you to Prayer, Service, and Evangelism. Sign-up sheets will be at all church 
entrances, or just come and see. 
  
for His sake, 
Sara Heck 

Upcoming Youth/Family Events 

Tubes & Tunes 
Bruce Mound Winter Sports Area  
N 791 Bruce Mound Ave, Merrillan, WI  
Saturday, February 13, 2016 
Tubing Runs Open 5 – 8 PM 
Live Music from 6 – 9 PM 
 

Luther Park Winterfest 
Luther Park Bible Camp 
944 24 1/4 St, Chetek, WI   
Saturday, February 27, 2016 

Recharge Youth Retreat 
Luther Park Bible Camp 
944 24 1/4 St, Chetek, WI   
March 4 - 5, 2016 
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WELCA News 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
  

Well, it has been a relatively quiet January, which is nice after all the hustle and bustle of the Christmas 
Season. By now, all  women at ILC should have received their yellow 2016 WELCA Yearbook Directory. If 
you haven't, please let the Michelle at the church Office know & we'll make sure you get one.  
  

On Sunday, Jan. 31, the 2016 Officers were Installed at the 9am Worship Service. We really do appreciate 
your prayers during the year, as well as your input about how we can best serve you. 
  

The next General Meeting is Wednesday, Feb 3 @ 1:30pm, in the basement Parish Hall. Karen Franson 
will be presenting a program: "Life in the Holy Land." We will also be discussing our local ILC/WELCA 
Constitution at the Business Meeting. 
  

I want to let you know about an important calendar change. This year's Chanhassen Bus Trip will be Wed., 
November 2, instead of September, because the program doesn't change until then. That means we will 
switch the planned November Business Meeting to Sept. 4 @ 1:30pm. This year the Chanhassen Musical 
is 'Camelot, which should be worth the wait! 
  

Finally, I want to officially invite you all to the Annual Prayer Breakfast on March 9 @ 9:30am. Last year I 
think we broke a World Record for Attendance! There were very few seats left, so be sure to sign up early! 
The weather is pretty good this year, too, which  could mean an even better turnout! This year's speaker is 
Natalie Peterson, seasoned entertainer and author, speaking on, "I'm Not the Pastor's Wife, I'm Just 
Married to Him." 
  

Natalia Peterson was born and raised on the east side of St. Paul, MN. She is a graduate of St. Olaf 
Collage with a Bachelor of Music Degree in Voice and Piano. She is married with three children and 
currently resides in the greater Twin Cities metro area. 
  

Ms. Peterson's career includes experience in many areas of the creative arts. She is a singer and 
songwriter, a stage and commercial actress, playwright, and fine arts educator. Ms. Peterson has written 
two full stage productions in Minnesota. 'A Surrender to Love' starred Ms Peterson and was performed at 
the acclaimed History Theater in St. Paul, and 'once upon a Time' was written and produced for the Twin 
Cities-based Youth Performance Company. Ms. Peterson has also created two full-length studio albums: 
'Completely Me,' a musical for children, and 'A Spirit's Fire,'a compilation of original spiritual songs. she 
also wrote, performed, and produced 'Talespinner's,' a children's storytelling production that toured the 
United States. 
  

Ms. Peterson has also enjoyed work as a musical director and conductor throughout Minnesota for many 
professional, community and scholastic organizations. 
  

In November 2013, Ms. Peterson published her first literary work; "I'm Not The Pastor's Wife (I'm just 
married to him)." The book is a charming memoir of quirky observations and candid stories that show us 
what it takes to find the strength to live an authentic life. 
  

When not working, Natalia is a mental health speaker and advocate. She loves to travel, and enjoys 
spending time in other countries, attempting to communicating in languages she does not know. 
  

Look for Sign-Up Sheets at all Church entrances. Cost: Free-Will Donation 
  

Yours in Christ, 
Sara Heck 
WELCA President 
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Worship Assistants 
GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 Feb 7 Lois Hulberg & Jim Tocko Feb 7 Carolyn Boehne 
 Feb 10 Confirmation Students Feb 10 Deloris Sather 
 Feb 14 Jeff & Jill Koxlien Feb 21 Julia Bjorgo 
 Feb 21 Rick & Tracie McSorley Robes Ruth Eide 

 Feb 28 Tom & Gloria Wagener Flowers To be determined 
  
READERS  ACOLYTES 
 Feb 7 Matt Nelson Feb 7 Zoe Gullicksrud 
 Feb 10 Jeanette Berg Feb 10 Mark Tonn 
 Feb 14 Mary Bjorgo Feb 14 Gracie Hering 

 Feb 21 Tera Gullicksrud Feb 21 Kari Herman 
 Feb 28 Gracie Schadrie Feb 28 Ethan Karlstad 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS USHERS 
 Feb 7 Matt & Ronnette Nelson *Brian Schadrie, Jared Schadrie, Dan Myren, 
 Feb 10 Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo Tom Myren, John Windjue, Brad Windjue, 
 Feb 21 Dean & Carolyn Boehne Connor Windjue, Lucas Bauer 
 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 Feb 7   
 Feb 14   
 Feb 21 Fellowship Brunch: Michelle Peaslee 

 Feb 28  

WANTED: Coffee Hour Hosts! Please 
contact the office at (715) 695-3511 if you 
would like to volunteer. Thank you! 

Miscellaneous Announcements 
 

Lent is fast approaching this year. We are in need of hosts for  the Lenten Soup Suppers. Dinner service 
will begin at 6 p.m. every Wednesday during Lent, starting February 17. The Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Council will be kicking off the season by hosting on Wednesday, February 17. The Lenten services will 
follow at 7 p.m. 
 
Confirmation students are required to attend the Soup Suppers (6 p.m.) and all Lenten Worship services  
(7 p.m.), including Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. The students will be assisting with worship 
throughout. Sign-up sheets for greeting, acolyting, and ushering will be in the Chapel during Confirmation. 
There will be no Confirmation classes after school during Lent. We are asking parents to please attend 
with their children. 
 
Planning to send your children to Luther Park Bible Camp this summer? Registration is open. Spots fill 
quickly so please register as soon as possible. Immanuel Lutheran will have scholarship money available 
again this year thanks to the Immanuel Lutheran Endowment Fund’s generosity. The amount available to 
each child will depend on the number of children who register. Luther Park also has camperships available 
for families experiencing financial hardship. For more information on registration or camperships, please 
contact Luther Park (www.lutherpark.org). 
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IN MEMORY OF PALMER & ANN INDREBO 
Debt Retirement 
Robert Indrebo 

IN MEMORY OF FLORENCE GULLICKSRUD 
Music Fund 
Donna Hanson 

IN MEMORY OF TERRY FENSKE 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Lyle & Ellen Heck 

IN MEMORY OF MYRTLE FRANSON 
Sunday School Fund 
Lyle & Ellen Heck 

IN MEMORY OF: 
FORREST C SPANGBERG - HUSBAND 
CHRISTIAN SPANGBERG - SON 
SANDRA LANG SPANGBERG - INFANT DAUGHTER 
General Fund 
Ruby Spangberg 

 

MEMORIAL FUNDS 
Immanuel Lutheran Church funds: Building, Community 
Dinners (Village Café), Creative Beginnings, Daughters 
of the King/Jr. Daughters, Endowment, Social Concerns, 
Strum Area Food Pantry, General, Library, Music, 
Sunday School, Window, Youth, WELCA 

 

Cemetery Funds: Hamlin Cemetery, St. Paul’s Cemetery 
(Strum), West Beef River Cemetery 

When writing a check, please make the check 
payable to the individual memorial fund. 

Memorials Birthdays - February 

Anderson, Chad ..................................................... 01 
Thronson, David ..................................................... 01 
Bjorgo, Julia ........................................................... 03 
Hulberg, Lois .......................................................... 03 
Maki, Jackson ........................................................ 04 
Heinemann, George ............................................... 05 
Gullicksrud, Conrad ................................................ 07 
Haukeness, Tim ..................................................... 07 
Cegielski, Riley ....................................................... 08 
Myhers, Ronald ...................................................... 08 
Thronson, Alex ....................................................... 09 
Koxlien, Jill ............................................................. 10 
Austin, Jade ........................................................... 11 
Maki, Cameron ....................................................... 11 
Bjorgo, Ronnie ....................................................... 12 
Traaseth, Ruth ....................................................... 12 
Foss, Judy .............................................................. 13 
McSorley, Kyle ....................................................... 13 
McSorley, Cade ...................................................... 13 
Sather, Deloris ....................................................... 13 
Berge, Norma ......................................................... 14 
Olson, Carol ........................................................... 15 
Tonn, Michael ......................................................... 15 
Ellifson, Paige ........................................................ 16 
Nelson, Cheri ......................................................... 16 
Larson, Patrick ....................................................... 17 
Breien, Louise ........................................................ 18 
Haukeness, Lauren ................................................ 18 
Bluem, Tamissa ..................................................... 18 
Sather, Dennis ....................................................... 18 
Guenther, Tamara .................................................. 19 
McSorley, Isabel ..................................................... 21 
Semingson, Colin ................................................... 21 
Ward, Derrick ......................................................... 21 
Belmore, Bruce ...................................................... 22 
McSorley, Tracie .................................................... 22 
Rykoski, Mark ......................................................... 22 
Schiefelbein, Connor .............................................. 22 
Semingson, Jodie ................................................... 23 
Skoug, Callan ......................................................... 23 
Deetz, Jerry ............................................................ 24 
Nicolet, Barbara ..................................................... 26 
Olson, Ardell ........................................................... 27 
Taylor, Mason ........................................................ 28 

“May you have all the joy your heart can 
hold, all the smiles a day can bring, all the 
blessings a life can unfold. May you have 
God’s best in everything.” 

The Broken Chain  
by Ron Tranmer 

 

We little knew that morning that 
God was going to call your name. 

In life we loved you dearly 
In death we do the same. 

It broke our hearts to lose you, 
You did not go alone; 

For part of us went with you, 
The day God called you home. 
You left us peaceful memories, 

Your love is still our guide, 
And though we cannot see you, 

You are always at our side. 
 

Our family chain is broken, 
And nothing seems the same, 

But as God calls us one by one, 
The chain will link again. 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Pastor ..................................................................................... Rev. K D Taylor 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Directors ............................. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
Lead Teacher—Monkey Room ................................................... Kayla Sauers 
Lead Teacher—Lily Pad Room ................................................... Dusti Bolgrin 
Lead Teacher - Busy Bees Room ............................................... Mandi Taylor 
Lead Teacher—Forest Friends Room .............................. Keshia Zimmerman 
Assistant Teacher .......................................................................... Mary Lewis 
 
Council Members 
President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ............................................................................. Dan Bjerke 
Member-at-large ..................................................................... Howard Hanson 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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