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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

On Wednesday, February 1st at 1:30 p.m. we will have our general 
meeting and continue our journey Where Jesus Walked. This seies 
was filmed on location in Lebanon, Jordan, and Israel. It explored 
the actual hills, valleys, and villages where Jesus walked and lived 
during his ministry on earth. 
 
We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help 
this year, we are currently two officers short for 2017. We are 
looking for a President, Vice President, or Co-Chairpersons, please 
prayfully consider accepting a position on your WELCA team. We 
also need two serving group chairpersons. 
 
Due to lack of a President we have decided to split the duties of the 
serving coordinators. The funeral serving coordinators are Carolyn 
Boehne and Jeanette Berg. The Special events serving 
coordinators are Karen Franson and Jean Herman. Each group will 
have a separate list for serving groups. This year there will be five 
special events: Prayer Breakfast - groups 1, 2, and 3; Dairyland 
Morning of Renewal - groups 4, 5, and 6; Confirmation Banquet - 
groups 7 and 8; Apple Pie Project - groups 9 and 10; Christmas 
Dinner - groups 11, 12, and 13. If necessary and extra group will be 
pulled from the funeral serving list due to the fact that we have five 
events this year instead of four. 
 
*****Our first SPECIAL EVENT will be our Annual Prayer Breakfast, 
March 8th at 9:30 a.m. Groups 1, 2, and 3 will be serving. Our 
guest speakers are Ole and Lena, the program is entitles “Time 
and Talent.” Michael and Julie Bateson have been performing as 
Ole and Lena for over 10 years for a wide variety of groups and 
theatre audiences across the Midwest. They bring Ole and Lena to 
life in one of their wonderfully interactive plays or hilarious 
sketches. Mark your calendars and get your reservations in early. 
 
A last note . . . we hope everyone received their WELCA Booklet in 
good condition. Please read them. If there are any questions or 
concerns, please let an officer know; they are listed in the front of 
your book. 



Page 2 

Council Minutes - December 

December 13, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Council members in attendance: Pastor Paul Tobiason, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Camille 
Skoug, Char Myhers and Howard Hanson. 
Absent: Jim Tocko 
 
Opening prayer: Pastor Paul 
 
Council Minutes: Approved by Camille Skoug and second by Howard Hanson 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Approved by Kate Back and second by Camille Skoug 
 
New Business: 

There is approximately $500.00 left in the “SPARC” account which was opened under the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church umbrella.  Council makes a recommendation to the remaining 
SPARC board members that the account be closed and the money returned to the 
Community Foundation. 

 
Pastor’s minutes:    

January 9, 2017 at 7pm, we will be having a meeting/coffee hour with Elk Creek Lutheran 
Church to discuss being a two point parish. 

 
Closing prayer 
Adjournment: 8:00pm 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 
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The annual meeting was held on Jan. 28.  It was powerfully exciting.   
 
Good news followed good news.  The camp is in the black!  They ended the year 26000 to the 
good!  There was a presentation from Dr. Jake Sorenson who did research on the benefits of 
Bible camp and showed that there are even more long lasting benefits in growth of faith, getting 
along with others, and leadership.  The camp program has been greatly expanded with many 
programs including a basketball camp, a music and drama camp, and a night owl camp.  Director 
Keith Newman can be credited with making the camp financially stable.  Also camperships have 
grown over the last few years.  
 
Brochures for Summer 2017 are available in the Narthex. Church scholarships are available in 
addition to the camperships offered by Luther Park to help offset the costs of attendance. Please 
see Michelle in the church office for more information. 

Luther Park News 
By Pastor Paul Tobiason 
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Financial Report - December 2016 

Dec 1 - Dec 3 
General Fund Contributions ............. $365.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($930.62) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($565.62) 
 

Dec 4 - Dec 10 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,351.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($989.06) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $2,361.94 
 

Dec 11 - Dec 17 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,519.40 
Expenses .................................... ($4,721.00) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($1,201.60) 
 

Dec 18 - Dec 24 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,518.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($860.61) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................... $657.39 
 

Dec 25 - Dec 31 
General Fund Contributions ........ $15,613.75 
Expenses .................................... ($6,985.56) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $8,628.19 
 

Total Contributions ....................... $24,367.15 
Total Expenses ......................... ($14,486.85) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $9,880.30 
 

Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, Dec 1 ........................... $13,900.00 
Loan Payments ................................ 7,400.00 
Balance, Dec 31 ........................... $6,500.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 
January - December 

   2014   2015   2016   
Contributions 14,753.87 15,102.68 15,882.06 
Expenses 15,907.29 16,168.03 15,694.36 
 

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ........................... 153.3% 
Other Contributions .......................................... 72.5% 
Benevolences................................................. 407.8% 
General Operating Expenses ......................... 107.6% 
Ministry ........................................................... 166.0% 
Office ................................................................ 18.4% 
Pastor ............................................................... 57.7% 
Payroll .............................................................. 96.9% 
Property ............................................................ 93.2% 
Utilities .............................................................. 50.5% 

 
Condensed P&L for December 2016 

General Fund Contributions $24,367.15 
Benevolences 2,039.04 
General 890.56 
Ministry 525.47 
Office 115.16 
Pastor 4,147.30 
Payroll 5,423.32 
Property 310.62 
Utilities 1,035.38 
Total Expenses  14,486.85 
Net Income (Loss)  9,880.30 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, Dec 1 $757.84 
Receipts $20.53 
Disbursements  ($0.00)  
Ending Balance, Dec 31 $778.37 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, Dec 1 $181.74 
Receipts $0.05 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Dec 31 $181.79 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, Dec 1 $240.89 
Receipts $0.12 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Dec 31 $241.01 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, Dec 1 $1,002.54 
Receipts $10.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Dec 31 $1,012.54 
 

 
 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, Dec 1 $436.54 
Receipts $202.46 
Disbursements  ($522.04) 
Ending Balance, Dec 31 $116.96 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, Dec 1 $653.55  
Receipts $0.28 
Disbursements  ($84.94) 
Ending Balance, Dec 31 $568.89 
Window Fund 
Beginning Balance, Dec 1 $4,379.30 
Receipts $12.20 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Dec 31 $4,391.50 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, Dec 1 $1,398.98 
Receipts $91.02 
Disbursements  ($5.19) 
Ending Balance, Dec 31 $1,484.81 
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Looking for help paying for heating costs? We can help. There is still time to apply for Energy Assistance 
(WHEAP) before the May 15, 2017 deadline. Trempealeau County Department of Human Services offers 
financial assistance to help with covering heating costs to Trempealeau County residents that meet the 
income guidelines. 
 
Appointments should be scheduled in advance by calling Human Services at 715.538.1768. Application 
appointments must be scheduled and occur by May 15. Applicants must bring several pieces of information 
regarding income, energy costs, and identification information which will be explained when calling for the 
appointment. 
 
King’s Valley Lutheran Church is offering a scholarship to members of a Lutheran congregation who are 
pursuing further education in theology, counseling, social services or a community service based field. The 
scholarship is worth $500 and will be paid out at the end of a successful first semester. The deadline for 
application is March 31, 2017. Application requirements are available in the church office. If you have any 
questions, please call the King’s Valley church office at 715.597.3733 and leave a message. 
 
World Day of Prayer: March 3, 2017 
Trinity of Norden Church, S367 CTY RD Y Mondovi,  will be open to anyone who would like to come to the 
church to pray. Our doors will be open from 3 PM to 6 PM and you can feel free to come and go as you 
would like. If you would like, stop in the parish hall for coffee, a treat, and fellowship. For more information, or 
if you have any questions, please contact Karen Deetz, W/ELCA President 715.287.3156. 
 
WANTED: 
2 or 3 women ages 21 or older, to help chaperone the Junior Daughters' Lock-In; beginning Friday Feb. 24 
and ending Saturday Feb. 25 at 10am. Please call Sara Heck (715-695-3229) or Church Office (715-695-
3511) for details. Thank you. 
 
Looking for a summer job? Apply to work at camp! Spend an unforgettable summer at Luther Park Bible 
Camp in Chetek, Wisconsin where FAITH is nurtured through holy play. Visit www.lutherpark.org for an 
online application and more information. 

Announcements 

Birthdays - February 

Chad Anderson ........................ 1 
David Thronson ........................ 1 
Scott Anderson ......................... 2 
Julia Bjorgo .............................. 3 
Lois Hulberg ............................. 3 
Jackson Maki ........................... 4 
George Heinemann .................. 5 
LaVerne Gullicksrud ................. 7 
Riley Cegielski .......................... 8 
Ron Myhers .............................. 8 
Alex Thronson .......................... 9 
Jill Koxlien .............................. 10 
Jade Austin ............................ 11 
Cameron Maki ........................ 11 
Ronnie Bjorgo ........................ 12 
Judy Foss ............................... 13 

Cade McSorley .......................13 
Kyle McSorley .........................13 
Deloris Sather .........................13 
Norma Berge ...........................14 
Carol Olson .............................15 
Michael Tonn ..........................15 
Cheri Nelson ...........................16 
Brandon Anderson ..................17 
Louise Breien ..........................18 
Dennis Sather .........................18 
Nikki Ellifson............................19 
Tamara Guenther ....................19 
Isabel McSorley ......................21 
Colin Semingson .....................21 
Tracie McSorley ......................22 
Mark Ryskoski .........................22 

Connor Schiefelbein................ 22 
Jodie Semingson  ................... 23 
Callan Skoug .......................... 23 
Jerry Deetz ............................. 24 
Robert Indrebo ........................ 25 
Barbara Nicolet ....................... 26 
Ardell Olson ............................ 27 
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FREE COMMUNITY 
DINNER - SPAGHETTI 
Sunday, February 5 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
 50553 South 2nd St 

 Eleva, WI 54738 
 
CHICKEN & BISCUIT LUNCHEON 
Sunday, February 12, 2017 
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM 
Cost: $8 Carry Outs Available  
Peace Lutheran of Pigeon Falls 
13083 Main Street    
Pigeon Falls, WI 54760 
 

ELK CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
LUTEFISK & MEATBALL SUPPER $15.00 
Saturday, February 18 
Tickets on sale now! Only 100 tickets sold for each 
setting.  
For tickets, contact Becky Rongstad 694-2181 
Setting 1: 12:30 PM; Setting 2: 2:00 PM; Setting 3: 
3:30 PM; Setting 4: 5:00 PM 
 
SOUPER FRIENDS SUPPER 
Tuesday, February 21, 2017 
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Free will donation - proceeds go for loan payment 
Strum Public Library 
114 5th Ave S 

GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 Feb 5 Lois & Scott Bloom Feb 5 Carolyn Boehne 
 Feb 12 David & Dawn Erickson Feb 19 Deloris Sather 
 Feb 19 Jim & Judy Foss Robes Ruth Eide 
 Feb 26 Don & Judy Haukeness Flowers  
    
READERS  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  

 Feb 5 Ruth Eide Feb 5 Howard & Ramona Hanson 
 Feb 12 Ron Myhers Feb 19 Lois Hulberg & Sara Heck 
 Feb 19 Sara Heck  
 Feb 26 Char Myhers USHERS    
   *Brian & Jared Schadrie, Dan & Tom Myren, Brad,  
   Connor, and John Windjue 
 
ACOLYTES  COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 Feb 5 Riley Cegielski Feb 5 The Schadrie Family  
 Feb 12 Quinton Schiefelbein Feb 12 Host(s) Needed 
 Feb 19 Luke Birdsill Feb 19 Host(s) Needed 
 Feb 26 Juan Mora Bates Feb 26 Host(s) Needed 

Worship Assistants 

Community Outreach & Food Programs 
 
STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, February 7, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School District 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, February 18, 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the office entrance on Elm 
Street and bring baskets or totes with you to carry your items. Volunteers are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload 
the truck and stock shelves and/or to help distribute the food and clean up. Handicapped accessible. Located 
downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Michelle Peaslee for more information or to volunteer: 715-695-3511.  

COMMUNITY DINNER: 
Sunday, February 26, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  Potato Soup and Sandwiches 
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NW Synod of WI - Walking Together 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NG ER 

The purpose of Walking Together is to equip God’s people to do ministry and build up the churches in the 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. 
 
Walking Together is like the sports equipment room at the high school gym. There you can find the balls, 
nets, bats, pads, uniforms, skis, poles, and any-thing else you might need for a sports team or gym class.  
 
At Walking Together you will be EQUIPED with new ideas, inspiration, re-sources, and materials you can 
actually take home and use in your congregation. This is a very practical event taught by experts and 
practitioners who and excited to share what works in their congregation.  
 

Join others from throughout Northwestern Wisconsin for a day of learning, sharing, renewing and 
connecting at UW-Eau Claire, Davies Center. 

 
Saturday, March 18 

9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Registration: $20 per person 

 
Here’s a list of just a few of the over 40 workshops that are being offered this year!  
 

Worship and Music  
Tangled Blue  
Lectionary? Common? Narrative? Revised?  

Faith Formation  
For Shy Lutherans: A “how to” guide in getting acquainted with your neighbors  
Feeling Called? The Way to Rostered Ministry  
Our Synod Lay School of Ministry-It’s for You  
PR For the Reformation 500-Pictures and Resources  

Youth and Family  
Youth Gathering Information  
Where are the Youth  
Generations in Generosity  

PATRICIA VREDEVELD 
General Fund 
Eric & Karen Franson 
Dean & Carolyn Boehne 
Dave & Colleen Berge 
David & Jean Herman 
Tremp Co Community 
Cupboard 
Jim & Diane Anderson 
VIOLA LAUTERBACH 
General Fund 
Darlene Insteness 
KERRY KRUGER 
General Fund 
Hensel & Betty Vold 
 
 

MARJORIE WALKER 
Hamlin Cemetery 
Hensel & Betty Vold 
KIM NELSON 
Building Fund 
David & Claudia Sather 
Music Fund 
David & Claudia Sather 
 
 
 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Funds: 
Building Fund 
Creative Beginnings 
Daughters of the King/Jr. DOK 
Endowment Fund 
General Fund 
Library 
Music Fund 
Social Concerns 
Strum Area Food Pantry 
Sunday School 
Tremp. Co. Community Cupboard 
Youth Fund 
WELCA 

 
When writing a check, please 
make checks payable to the 
individual memorial fund. 

Memorials 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Interim Pastor ................................................................... Rev. Paul Tobiason 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Directors ............................. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
Lead Teacher - Monkey Room .................................................... Dusti Bolgrin 
Lead Teacher - Lily Pad Room ........................................................................  
Lead Teacher - Busy Bees Room ......................................... Keisha Coleman 
Lead Teacher - Forest Friends Room .............................................................  
Floater .......................................................................................... Jordan Sieg 
 
Council Members 
President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ..................................................................... Howard Hanson 
Member-at-large .......................................................................... Char Myhers 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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