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Stewardship of God’s Earth 
By Jim Tocko 

There are our plans and God's plans. Sometimes our plans and God's 
plan for us are alike and sometimes not. Our plans may push up against 
political winds, personal fortunes. and plain old reality. As we enter a new 
year, we wonder what will come of us. I skirted death a year and a half 
ago. I have been thinking about what it would be like not to see those I 
love nor the land I love. What will that paradise God promises be like. Will 
I see mom and dad and others who have gone before me? And then I am 
plunged into enjoying what is now probably more than ever before. And 
the church! Nothing politicians can ruin can erase the strong power of 
being a member of the church. That will go on into eternity. We cannot 
see all of God's plan in particular.  

But we do know that God plan s for God's children a tomorrow beyond 
anything this earth can give or take away. I am so excited for you who 
live in God's hope that cannot be taken away from you. Jer 29:11 For I 
know the plans I have for you - plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and future. 

Call process. Our congregational profile is done thanks to an excellent 
transition committee. On the 9th all are encouraged to gather with mem-
bers of Elk Creek to talk over our partnership. A parish council is being 
formed who will work on the agreement which will recommend service 
times, housing, proportionate financing, amongst other things. These rec-
ommendations will be presented to the congregations for up or down 
votes. Pray God's help and will. 

For some 2016 was a year of disasters with floods, wild fires, earth 
quacks, etc. while the midwest enjoyed good weather and bumper crops. 
Around the world, several countries are struggling with water shortages.  
China and Saudi Arabia are just two countries taking steps to limit daily 
use of water. Three out of four Americans drink bottled water, and one 
out of five drink only bottled water because it is the only non-polluted 
water available. The next generation might grow up thinking that water 
only comes from a vending machine.  While scientists continue to work 
on such problems as climate change, decline of the bee population, 
energy generation (the first off- shore wind turbine farm off the coast of 
Rhode Island went into production in December), the skeptics argue as to 
the cause of many environmental concerns. We should be concerned 
enough to do our small part. 
 

May your days on earth be many and may your life be free from strife and 
may God walk beside you everyday of your life. God bless your new year. 
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Council Minutes - November 

November 9, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 

Council members in attendance: Pastor Paul Tobiason, Jim Tocko, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, 
Camille Skoug, Char Myhers, Howard Hanson 

Opening prayer: Pastor Paul 

Treasurer’s Report: Approved by Kate Back and second by Camille Skoug 

Pastor’s housing allowance (for tax purposes) will be 100% of his salary. Approved by Camille 
Skoug and Second by Kate Back. 

Transition Committee will be looking more into the logistics around us and our mission as a 
church. 

January 8, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. we will be inviting Elk Creek Lutheran Church for a meeting / coffee 
hour to talk about being a two point parish.  

Starting in December we will be a commodity site through Western Dairyland and the Emergency 
Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) called The Trempealeau County Community Cupboard. This 
Government/Faith based sight will be available the third Saturday of the month between 2:00 p.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. and is replacing the current Feed My People food distribution. 

Pastors report: 

Christmas Dinner will be held on December 14, 2016. Dinner will be at 5:30 p.m. with service to 
follow at 7 p.m. 

Pastor has been enjoying visiting the shut-ins from our congregation. 

Pastor would like to look into some safety concerns with doors and fire alarms.  

Closing Prayer 

Adjournment: 8:30 p.m. 

Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 

CURT MATUSKA (NOV 18) 
General Fund 
Jeanette Berg 
Marlene Onstad 
Michael & Judith Berg 
Building Fund 
Gerard & Corrine Hanson 
Window Fund 
LaVerne & Ruth Gullicksrud 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Funds: 
Building Fund 
Creative Beginnings 
Daughters of the King/Jr. DOK 
Endowment Fund 
General Fund 
Library 
Music Fund 

Social Concerns 
Strum Area Food Pantry 
Sunday School 
Tremp. Co. Community Cupboard 
Window Fund 
Youth Fund 
WELCA 

 
When writing a check, please 
make checks payable to the 
individual memorial fund. 
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Financial Report - November 2016 

Nov 1 - Nov 5 
General Fund Contributions ............. $385.00 
Expenses .................................... ($1,048.79) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($663.79) 
 

Nov 6 - Nov 12 
General Fund Contributions .......... $4,206.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($927.64) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $3,278.36 
 

Nov 13 - Nov 19 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,723.00 
Expenses .................................... ($4,459.68) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($736.68) 
 

Nov 20 - Nov 26 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,129.00 
Expenses .................................... ($1,529.47) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($400.47) 
 

Nov 27 - Nov 30 
General Fund Contributions ............. $992.34 
Expenses .................................... ($4,875.99) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,883.65) 
 

Total Contributions ....................... $10,435.34 
Total Expenses ......................... ($12,841.57) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($2,406.23) 
 

Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, Nov 30 ......................... $13,900.00 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 
January - November 

   2014   2015   2016   
Contributions 14,753.87 15,102.68 15,110.68 
Expenses 15,907.29 16,168.03 15,907.50 
 

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ............................. 66.6% 
Other Contributions ............................................ 0.0% 
Benevolences................................................. 119.2% 
General Operating Expenses ......................... 132.2% 
Ministry ............................................................. 47.4% 
Office .............................................................. 120.9% 
Pastor ............................................................... 49.4% 
Payroll .............................................................. 93.6% 
Property ............................................................ 78.1% 
Utilities .............................................................. 57.9% 

 
Condensed P&L for November 2016 

General Fund Contributions $10,435.34 
Benevolences 595.55 
General 1,095.03 
Ministry 149.93 
Office 757.50 
Pastor 3,552.42 
Payroll 5,242.52 
Property 260.19 
Utilities 1,188.43 
Total Expenses  12,841.57 
Net Income (Loss)  ($2,406.23) 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, Nov 1 $757.84 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00)  
Ending Balance, Nov 30 $757.84 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, Nov 1 $114.45 
Receipts $67.29 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Nov 30 $181.74 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, Nov 1 $240.89 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Nov 30 $240.89 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, Nov 1 $978.90 
Receipts $108.00 
Disbursements  ($84.95) 
Ending Balance, Nov 30 $1,001.95 
 

 
 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, Nov 1 $465.79 
Receipts $129.45 
Disbursements  ($158.70) 
Ending Balance, Nov 30 $436.54 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, Nov 1 $667.42  
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($13.87) 
Ending Balance, Nov 30 $653.55 
Window Fund 
Beginning Balance, Nov 1 $4,379.30 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Nov 30 $4,379.30 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, Nov 1 $1,320.58 
Receipts $78.40 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Nov 30 $1,398.98 
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WELCA 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Happy New year! The Christmas Luncheon was a delight! 
We enjoyed Christmas carols and music from two members 
of the Overall Kampa Band, Gert Wilzciek, on the 
Concertina, and Dave Galewski, on the Tuba. Thank you to 
everyone who helped to make it a success. 
 
Thank you also to Serving Groups 2 and 6, who served at 
the end of November; and to Groups 1, 4, 5, and 8, who 
served at the Christmas Luncheon. Once again, your 
service was a gift that linked God to others through you. It is 
truly appreciated. 
 
In January 2017, we will meet the 1st Wednesday, Jan. 4 @ 
1:30pm, in the Parish Hall, for our General Meeting. We will 
be assembling the 2017 ILC WELCA Yearbook. Later in the month, on Sunday Jan. 30 @ the 9am Worship 
Service, we will recognize and Install the 2017 WELCA Officers. 
 
Well, this is my last newsletter as President! Thank you for allowing me to serve you these last two years 
as your ILC WELCA President. I have learned so many things, and God has given me so many blessings 
through this experience. Now I have been Called to serve God in other ways. I will continue to be an active 
WELCA member, and encourage others to do the same, since I know that the more one puts into 
something, the more one will get out of it. I want to thank the Board, who has supported me and given me 
advice and guidance during my term, and all the Serving Group Chairs and Workers/Contributors, who 
made me a believer in the Communion of Saints! I truly believe that WELCA has a viable place at ILC and 
in the ELCA.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Sara Heck 
President, ILC WELCA 

 

Birthdays - January 

Aaron Anderson  ...................... 1 
Vincent Runkel  ........................ 2 
Jim Husby  ............................... 3 
Kurt Tonn  ................................ 3 
Java Bergerson  ....................... 5 
Deanna Austin  ......................... 6 
Louise Halverson ..................... 6 
David Herman  ......................... 6 
Anna Cuddy  ............................ 7 
Tera Gullicksrud  ...................... 7 
Rita Berge  ............................... 8 
Kay Schorbahn  ........................ 8 
Kari Herman  ............................ 9 
Quinn Kensmoe  ...................... 9 
Nels Norheim  ........................ 12 
Kevin Rivard  .......................... 12 

Ruby Spangberg  ....................12 
Scott Bloom ............................14 
Tom Petersen  ........................14 
Bonnie Andrus  .......................15 
Spencer Andrus  .....................15 
Chip Skovbroten  ....................15 
Tyler Back  ..............................17 
Mason Cuddy  .........................17 
Mark Tonn  ..............................19 
Roger Clark  ............................20 
John Windjue  .........................20 
Jennifer Myren  .......................21 
Madisyn Balk  ..........................22 
Jim Shermo  ............................24 
Becky Runkel  .........................25 
Christopher Franson  ..............26 

Diana Gullicksrud  ................... 26 
Jean Herman  ......................... 26 
Harriet Gilbertson  ................... 27 
Hensel Vold  ........................... 28 
Josie Zingsheim  ..................... 29 

Martha Circle meets at the Cardinal Cafe for 
their December Bible Study  
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GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 Jan 1 Tom & Gloria Wagener Jan 1 Jane Bergerson 
 Jan 8 Brad & Lisa Windjue Jan 15 Judy Haukeness 
 Jan 15 Dave & Colleen Berge Robes Carolyn Boehne 
 Jan 22 Dan & Sherry Bjerke Flowers Mary Salava & Jean Amundson 
 Jan 29 Scott & Mary Bjorgo  
     
READERS  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  

 Jan 1 N/A Jan 1 Jim Tocko 
 Jan 8 Jeanette Berg Jan 15 Jim & Judy Foss 
 Jan 15 Colleen Berge  
 Jan 22 Rita Berge USHERS    
 Jan 29 Mary Bjorgo *Barrey Austin, Grant Austin, Mark, Hunter & Aspen  
   Ryskoski, David Salava 
ACOLYTES  COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 Jan 1 Ethan Karlstad Jan 1 No Coffee Hour  
 Jan 8 Tessa Hazelton Jan 8 Host(s) Needed 
 Jan 15 Katelynn Anderson Jan 15 Host(s) Needed 
 Jan 22 Cayden Lasher Jan 22 Host(s) Needed  
 Jan 29 Skylar Gullicksrud Jan 29 Host(s) Needed 

Worship Assistants 

What’s New at Luther Park...Executive 

Ministry Director, Keith Newman, attended the 
national Lutheran Outdoor Ministries conference in 
Nebraska where one of the highlights was a 
presentation by Dr. Jake Sorenson and Dr. Paul Hill 
discussing their initial findings of their survey entitled 
Effective Camp Ministry. Luther Park was one of six 
camps included in the survey. Keith plans to invite 
Dr. Sorenson to meet with us on Saturday, January 
28th at our Annual Meeting beginning at 9:30 a.m. at 
Luther Park Bible Camp. 
 

Registration for summer camp began November 1st 
at 6 a.m. and the first of many registrations came in    

at 6:03 a.m. Our camp is growing and we are 
blessed!! 
 

Upcoming events: 
January 6 & 7 – Recharge 
Adult Ministry: 
January 28 – Annual Meeting at camp beginning 
at 9:30 a.m.  
January 29 – WinterFest at camp  
 

From all of us on the Luther Park Bible Camp 
Board: We wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Blessed New Year and thank you for 
your continued prayers and support! 

Community Outreach & Food Programs 
 
STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, January 6, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School District 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, January 17, 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the office entrance on Elm 
Street and bring baskets or totes with you to carry your items. Volunteers are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload 
the truck and stock shelves and/or to help distribute the food and clean up. Handicapped accessible. Located 
downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Michelle Peaslee for more information or to volunteer: 715-695-3511.  

COMMUNITY DINNER: 
Sunday, January 22, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. Roast Beef w/Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
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Daughters of the King 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

GREETINGS FROM YOUR RUTH CHAPTER DOK AND REBEKAH AND ESTHER JDOK: 
 
We finished the Angels! On December 14, we delivered 11 Angels 
made from old Sunday School Hymnals and lace, to our parishioners 
at the Nursing Home across the street. Even the workers were 
impressed! Thank you so much Char Meyers, for finding this craft and 
sharing it with us! Not only did she tell us about us, but then she 
brought us all the books and lace and styrofoam and beads to make 
them! Thank you, also, to her ward Sarah Qureshi, who returned 
again and again, to help us finish and distribute them. Maiya 
McSorley, an honor student at ESHS has also been helping us. 
 
On Wednesday, December 14, our Junior Daughters sang with the 
Senior Choir at the Christmas Concert. We had been practicing for 
two months! All this after visiting the Nursing Home! 
 
Now we get ready for a new year. We will be working on the Good 
Shepherd Unit, preparing for going to Michigan, and preparing to add 
two new members in March. 
 
The senior Daughters visited 4 families at the end of November. I was 
able to substitute at the Preschool for a donation to the DOK/JDOK, 
which will be used to help us go to the Michigan Retreat. We are 
working to prepare to add two new senior members in March.  
 
for His sake 
Sara Heck 
President, Ruth Chapter DOK 
Directress, Rebekah and Esther JDOK 

Junior Daughters delivering book angels to 
members at the nursing home. 

Singing with the choir at the Christmas 
Concert 

OOPS! 

The light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the crosswalk, even though 
he could have beaten the red light by accelerating through the intersection. The tailgating woman was furi-
ous and honked her horn, screaming in frustration, as she missed her chance to get through the intersec-
tion, dropping her cell phone and makeup. 

As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face of a very serious 
police officer. The officer ordered her to exit her car with her hands up. He took her to the police station 
where she was searched, fingerprinted, photographed, and placed in a holding cell.  

After a couple of hours, a policeman approached the cell and opened the door. She was escorted back to 
the booking desk where the arresting officer was waiting with her personal effects. He said, ''I'm very sorry 
for the mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn, making lewd ges-
tures to the guy in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at him. I noticed the 'What Would Jesus Do' 
bumper sticker, the 'Choose Life' license plate holder, the 'Follow Me to Sunday-School' bumper sticker, 
and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk, so naturally . . . I assumed you had stolen the 
vehicle.'' 

Humor 
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Interim Pastor ................................................................... Rev. Paul Tobiason 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
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Sunday School Directors ............................. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke 
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President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
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www.immanuel-strum.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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