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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

Our first meeting for the new year will be on January 3 at 1:30 p.m. We 
will have a short business meeting and discussion about upcoming 
events, we will then be assembling the 2018 WELCA yearbooks. Come 
and join us and see what your WELCA has planned for the new year! 
 

We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help this 
year, we care currently two officers short for 2018. We are looking for a 
President, Vice President, or Co-Chairpersons. Please  prayerfully 
consider accepting position on your WELCA team. We also need two 
serving group chairpersons. 
 

Since we are still lacking a President the split duties of the serving 
coordinators will stay in effect. Funeral serving coordinators are Caolyn 
Boehne and Barb Adams. Special events serving coordinators are Karen 
Franson and Jean Herman. Each group will have a separate list for 
serving groups. This year there will be four special events: Prayer 
breakfast - groups 4, 5, 6, 7; Confirmation Banquet - groups 11, 12; Apple 
Pie Project - groups 8, 13; Christmas Dinner - groups 9, 10, 1. The 
serving groups are not in order for the special events this year, because 
we went back to four events and if left in order several groups would has 
been serving for the same event as last year. Groups 2 & 3 will be on 
standby for unforeseen events. If needed, extra groups will be pulled from 
the funeral serving list rotation. 

Stewardship of God’s Earth 
By Jim Tocko 

We take for granted that we will always have electricity.  As the cost of 
generating electricity rises, industry is pursuing greener options to try to 
reduce the cost.  Making use of what nature provides us offers the 
greenest alternatives.  But people object to the options for various and 
sundry reasons.  People desire restful sleep without the whoosh, whoosh 
and red flashing lights, coupled with the "shadow flickers”, low frequency 
sound and interference with their view of the sunset when considering 
wind turbines.  Sometimes the $10,000 agreement allows some to ignore 
any objections they have initially.  Placing wind turbines in the western 
states would require very expensive transmission lines.  Although 
requiring a substantial initial expenditure, solar panels are viable.  “Wave” 
generation is another “free” possibility if you live near the oceans or the 
Great Lakes. 
 

I don’t remember who said it but there is a lot of truth in “The shortest 
distance between two people is a smile” 
 

Have a Happy New Year! 
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Epiphany - Making Christ Known 
By Pastor Valerian J Ahles 

In our world today, when we hear the word Epiphany at this time 
of the year, we think immediately of the three Magi that come 
from the East bearing gifts for the newborn king of the Jews. 
Led by a star in the East, these three outsiders are drawn to the 
newborn baby who may already be two years old by the time 

they get there to worship him. We know this because when the Magi tricked Herod he was furious and 
sent his soldiers to kill all male children in Bethlehem who were two years and under. But in our day, 
we don’t think about how long it took them to get there or the story told about how they avoided Herod 
by going another way home. What we focus on is the gifts they bring of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
It reinforces our desire for the giving of gifts to each other on Christmas day.  The Magi gave gifts, so 
we give gifts.  
 

Now don’t get me wrong, I’m not trying to put gift-giving in a bad light. But there is so much more to 
Epiphany than the Magi coming to bring baby Jesus gifts. I say more because this is already the 
second time that Jesus Christ is made known to outsiders. This is what Epiphany means: Making 
Christ Known.  
 

I said this is the SECOND time because earlier Jesus Christ was made known to the shepherds in the 
fields, the outsiders who often were looked down upon and thought of as lowly peasants in that day. 
God sent an angel to them to make known to them the good news of Christ’s birth. At first they are 
terrified with fear, but the angel quickly says to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.”  Notice here that the “good news” is for ALL people, the insiders and 
outsiders. “To You” is born a Savior who is Christ the Lord, the Messiah, the Son of God!  The 
shepherds are moved from fear to good news to praise. “The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God.” 
 

Therefore, as we begin a New Year with parties and celebrations and resolutions of every sort, know 
that God is doing Epiphany with you.  God is Making Christ Known to you. So let your lives reflect that 
which the shepherds and the Magi before you did. They were filled with the glory of the Lord and went 
rejoicing, glorifying, and praising God who makes Christ known.     
 

Let your journey through this new year reflect the love of God made known to you through Jesus 
Christ. The season of Epiphany is for Making Christ Known for all the people you meet each day. Let 
your rejoicing and praising God shine brightly before you as you Make Christ Known. Happy 
Epiphany!  

Pastor Ahles 
 

To The Sunday Schools of Immanuel and Elk Creek United 
Lutheran Congregations 
 

I am taking the liberty of being your new pastor to say how much you have warmed my heart with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ through the Christmas Program presentations of Sunday, Dec. 17th. Through songs 
and telling the story of Jesus’ birth you have reminded me that though I am missing and grieving a special 
group of Sunday School Students of Peace Lutheran Parish of Shelly, MN., you have enlightened my heart 
with the message of God’s good news and helped me to trust that God is taking care of the children back 
in the Red River Valley of Northwest Minnesota. Thank you to all the children and parents and teachers 
and staff that have worked so hard in the last month to tell the story of the birth of Jesus. Thank you for 
your gift of God’s love for my grieving heart.  See you all in worship this Christmas and throughout the new 
year.  
 

Pr. Ahles 
P.S. I will eventually get to know your names! 
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November 14, 2017 
 

Opening prayer 
 

Council member’s present: Pastor Ahles, Char Myers, Vickie Hanson, Kate Back, Jenny 
Tollesfson, Peter Berge and Mark Rogness. 
 

Approval of October minutes: Motion made to approve by Mark Rogness and second by Vickie 
Hanson. Motion passed. 
 

Approval of October Treasurer’s report: Motion made to approve by Kate Back and second by  
Peter Berge. Motion passed. 
 

Pastor’s Report: 
Introduction 

 

Old Business: 
 Mark Rogness volunteered to act as landlord for parsonage on behalf of Immanuel. 
 Constitution changes will be tabled until December council meeting. Motion made by Mark 

Rogness and second by Kate Back. Motion passed. 
 

New Business: 
 Immanuel will have to borrow $4,680.00 to pay its share (65%) of the moving expenses for 

Pastor Ahles. 
 Council will meet on December 5, 2017 at 7pm to discuss 2018 budget. Motion made by 

Mark Rogness and second by Kate Back. Motion passed. 
 Posting Installation service in the Ad Delite. Approved. 

 

Adjournment: 9pm 
 

Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 

X Tom Wagener X Pastor Ahles X Mike Nelson 

X Camille Skoug X Steve Ebert X Vickie Hanson 

X Clarissa Clark X Charlotte Myhers X Barb Fischer 

Parish Council Minutes* 

Joint Parish meeting November 28, 2017 at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 

Meeting was called to order by President Tom Wagener.  Devotions and Prayer by Pastor Ahles. 
Minutes of 10/17/17 meeting were reviewed.  Motion by Mike, 2

nd
 by Camille to approve, motion 

passed. 
 

Pastor’s report:    Pastor feels that things are going well.  Expressed how wonderful he and 
Christine felt the Installation celebration was.  He really enjoyed the music.   They are appreciative 
of the help as it has been needed at the parsonage with sewer and a few other minor things.  Chair 
lift is working, and new faucets coming. Pastor has been visiting shut-in’s, and went to Dove 
Nursing Home. Had one funeral and another death. 

NOTE: These minutes have not been approved 
by the Parish Council and are, therefore, subject 

to change. Approved changes, if any, will be 
published in the newsletter. 
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Parish Council Minutes (continued) 

Weekly schedule will be as follows:  Pastor will get into the bulletin. Off on Monday, Tuesday in 
Strum by 8 am, Text study and visits afternoon.  Wednesday Elk Creek office am with visits and 
confirmation at both churches in the late afternoon 4pm Immanuel, 5:15 Elk Creek. Thursday Strum 
office am, visits pm.  Friday will vary between churches, time for sermon prep.  Saturday is open to 
finish sermon, weddings, etc.  Sunday services both churches, and nursing homes as scheduled. 
 

Old Business: Advent/Christmas worship schedule discussed: No services at either church 
the morning of Christmas Eve Sunday 12/24/17. Services at both Immanuel and Elk Creek 
Christmas Eve.  Service only at Immanuel Christmas morning. 

12/17 Sunday School programs at both churches during the Service. 
12/24 Immanuel 5 pm 
12/24 Elk Creek 7 pm 
12/25 Immanuel 9 am 

Communion will be served at Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Altar 
guilds to be notified of this. 

12/31/17 Regular services at both churches. 
 

Mileage reimbursement: Mileage will be submitted to Michelle and Brandi monthly with a 65/35 split 
of the total. 
 

New Business: Discussed purchase of a lap top for the Pastor ’s use. Would be better than a 
desktop model.  Brandi had researched and found an HP Laptop for $350.00. Motion by Steve 
second by Charlotte to purchase. Motion passed.  
 

Worship Committee was discussed, they would assist with choosing hymns and give others a voice 
in the service.  Pastor believes worship service is a work of the people.  Would explore changes 
that would benefit different ages.  Should include Pastor, Organist, Choir Director, and lay people.   
Suggestion to possibly do a joint service when there is a 5

th
 Sunday of the month. 

 

Annual meeting for both churches is scheduled for 1/28/17. Immanuel has 2 annual meetings a 
year, Elk Creek only the one in January.  Respective councils to discuss these dates. Discussed 
the need for a supply Pastor at Elk Creek for the date of Immanuel’s meeting. Pastor will check 
with his wife if it would be a possibility for her to do the Elk Creek service. 
 

Discussed youth group activities. Nothing scheduled for Elk Creek at this time Strum has youth 
preparing to go to convention in Houston. Work to get youth (Confirmation age and older) from the 
2 congregations together for activities. Brian and Candace Schadrie are active with Strum youth.   
Luther Park registration will be coming soon. 
 

Discussed releasing the minutes from the Parish council meeting before being approved at the next 
meeting since we are meeting only quarterly. Decision that minutes could be shared as long as it 
was stated they were unapproved. 
 

Upcoming Activities: 
12/4 Help needed at Immanuel unloading food truck 
12/6 Senior meal at Immanuel at 1 pm 
12/10 Elk Creek Choir caroling, and delivery of cookies to shut-in’s. 
12/13 Meal and Christmas Sing Along at Elk Creek 
12/16 Food Distribution (always 3

rd
 Sat of month) 1-5 pm Help is needed. 

12/17 Sunday School Christmas Programs both churches (during service) 
12/20 Christmas Dinner (5PM)  and Concert (6:30 PM) at Immanuel, all are welcome. 

 

Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer. 
Next meeting January 16, 2018 
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Memorials 

EDWARD BRIXEN 
General Fund 
John & Mary Stendahl 
Allerd & Phyllis Olson-Skovbroten 
Roger & Darlene Honadel 
Susan Solli 
Jim, Vickie & Jeremy Shermo 
Ron & Marlene Onstad 
Gerard & Corinne Hanson 
Tom & Gloria Wagener 
Jean Amundson 
Wes & Jean Nelson 
Ruth Eide 
Son & Cheryl Solfest 
Dan & Barb Adams 
David Back 
Karin Back 
Sonja Dole 
Sheldon & Marilyn Ivers 
Keith & Nancy Edison 
Music Fund 
Jeanette Berge 
Creative Beginnings 
Keith & Nancy Edison 
GARY MONSON 
General Fund 

Jarvis & Roxie Holstad 
Florine Koxlien 
Darlene Insteness 
Allerd & Phyllis Olson-Skovbroten 
CLARENCE MAUG 
General Fund 
Clarice Bergerson 
Strum Area Food Pantry 
Rachael Herman 
ELLEN HECK 
Music Fund 
Susan & Kenneth Peters 
Organ Fund 
Jean Glanzman 
 

LENORE HEINEMANN 
General Fund 
Joyce Fielder 
Sandra Warter 
SUNG TAO (PAK) 
KNUDTSON 
St Paul’s Cemetery 
Ed & Judy Olson 
Lois Hulberg 
General Fund 
Friends & Family 

THOMAS MILAND 
General Fund 
Violet Miland 
MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Immanuel Lutheran Church: 
Building Fund, Daughters of the 
King/Jr. DOK, General Fund, 
Library, Music Fund / Organ Repair 
Fund, Social Concerns, Sunday 
School, Youth Fund 
 

When writing a check to the 
following funds, please make the 
check payable to the individual 
fund or organization, not to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
 

Creative Beginnings Early  Learning 
Center (CBELC), Endowment Fund, 
Strum Area Food Pantry, Tremp. Co. 
Community Cupboard, WELCA 
 

Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 

Announcements 

The annual meeting for Immanuel 
Lutheran will be held on February 4

th 

immediately after worship. Main topics to 
be discussed:  

 Annual Budget 
 Constitution Changes 
 Endowment Fund 

 
 

 
Friends of the Strum Public Library 

Soup Supper 
Strum Public Library - Program Room 

January 16, 2018 
4 - 6 PM 
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 Financial Report - November 2017 
Weekly Contributions & Expenses 
 
Nov 1 - Nov 4 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,190.00 
Expenses ......................................... (388.69) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $801.31 
 

Nov 5 - Nov 11 
General Fund Contributions .......... $4,416.05 
Expenses ......................................... (339.64) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $4,076.41 
 

Nov 12 - Nov 18 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,426.00 
Expenses ...................................... (5,780.09) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,354.09) 
 

Nov 19 - Nov 25 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,631.00 
Expenses ........................................... (75.58) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $2,555.42 
 

Nov 26 - Nov 30 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,306.00 
Expenses .................................... (10,054.83) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($7,748.83) 
 

Total Contributions ...................... $12,969.05 
Total Expenses ........................... (16,638.83) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,669.78) 
 
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, November 30 ................ $6,500.00 
 

 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 
January - November 

   2015   2016   2017  
Contributions 15,102.68 15,110.68 13,213.63 
Expenses 16,168.03 15,851.82 13,535.70 
 

Percent of Budget Allowance 
 Nov Jan - Nov 
General Contributions 78.7% 73.5% 
Benevolences 87.8% 48.5% 
General Operating 5.9% 115.7% 
Ministry 127.5% 96.3% 
Office 70.2% 54.0% 
Pastor 123.3% 56.6% 
Payroll 94.0% 86.7% 
Property 47.5% 82.9% 
Utilities 49.6% 66.4% 
 

Condensed P&L for November 2017 
General Fund Contributions $12,969.05 
Benevolences (439.00) 
General (48.65) 
Ministry (403.53) 
Office (439.68) 
Pastor (8,870.31) 
Payroll (5,262.50) 
Property (158.35) 
Utilities (1,016.81) 
Total Expenses  (16,638.83) 
Net Income (Loss)  ($3,669.78) 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, November 1 $4,538.49 
Receipts 430.00 
Disbursements  (95.75) 
Ending Balance, November 30 $4,872.74 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, November 1 $110.60 
Receipts 116.65 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, November 30 $227.25 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, November 1 $241.13 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, November 30 $241.13 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, November 1 $1,877.16 
Receipts 105.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, November 30 $1,982.16 

 
 
 

Organ Fund 
Beginning Balance, November 1 $2,613.20 
Receipts 660.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, November 30 $3.273.20 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, November 1 $1,048.12 
Receipts 339.05 
Disbursements  (1,012.82) 
Ending Balance, November 30 $374.35 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, November 1 $863.40 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (25.64) 
Ending Balance, November 30 837.76 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, November 1 $6,783.50 
Receipts 1,561.00 
Disbursements  (1,641.71) 
Ending Balance, November 30 $6,702.79 
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Worship assistants brighten our day! 

Thanks for serving! 

COMMUNITY DINNER (ELC) 
Sunday, January 7 (First Sunday) 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
50553 South 2nd St - Eleva 
 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, January 2 (First Tuesday) 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - 
Fireside Room 
 

Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School 
District 
 

RUBY’S PANTRY (UCC - OSSEO) 
Tuesday, January 9 (Second Tuesday) 
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
United Church of Christ 
Corner of HWY 10 and Main St. - Osseo 
 

$20 Cash Donation. Bring two plastic totes 
or boxes for food. No income requirements 
or limitations. Anyone may come. 
 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY 
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, January 20 (Third Saturday) 
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - Fellowship 
Hall 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on Elm 
Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the office 
entrance on Elm Street and bring baskets or totes 
with you to carry your items. Volunteers are 
welcome, and appreciated, to help unload the 
trucks and stock shelves and/or to help distribute 
the food and clean up. Handicapped accessible. 
Located downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Please 
contact Michelle Peaslee for more information or to 
volunteer: 715-695-3511.  
 

Community Outreach Food Programs 

GREETERS  
 Jan 7 Brian & Candace Schadrie 
 Jan 14 Kevin & Camille Skoug 
 Jan 21 Dennis & Maxine Ulberg 
 Jan 28 Tom & Gloria Wagener 
   
READERS  
 Jan 7 Colleen Berge 
 Jan 14 Rita Berge 
 Jan 21 Virginia Anderson 
 Jan 28 Mary Bjorgo 
  
ACOLYTES  
 Jan 7 Grace Clark 
 Jan 14 Antony Hanson 
 Jan 21 Tessa Hazelton 
 Jan 28 Annika Gullicksrud 
  
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 Jan 7 Host(s) Needed 
 Jan 14 Host(s) Needed 
 Jan 21 Host(s) Needed 
 Jan 28 Host(s) Needed 
   
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 Jan 7 Lois Johnson 
 Jan 21 Carol Sather 
 Flowers Mary Salava & Jean Amundson 
 Robes  Carolyn Boehne 
  
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
 Jan 7 Howard & Ramona Hanson 
 Jan 21  Matt & Ronnette Nelson 
  
  
USHERS   
 *Barry Austin, Grant Austin, David Salava,  
 Mark, Hunter, & Aspen Ryskoski 

Worship Assistants 
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Aaron Anderson ........................  1 
Vincent Runkel .........................  2 
Jim Husby ................................  3 
Kurt Tonn .................................  3 
Java Bergerson ........................  5 
Deanna Austin..........................  6 
Louise Halverson .....................  6 
David Herman ..........................  6 
Anna Cuddy ..............................  7 
Tera Gullicksrud .......................  7 
Rita Berge ................................  8 
Kay Schorbahn ........................  8 
Kari Herman .............................  9 
Quinn Kensmoe .......................  9 

Nels Norheim .........................  12 
Kevin Rivard ..........................  12 
Ruby Spangberg ....................  12 
Scott Bloom ...........................  14 
Tom Petersen ........................  14 
Bonnie Andrus .......................  15 
Spencer Andrus .....................  15 
Chip Skovbroten ....................  15 
Tyler Back ..............................  17 
Mason Cuddy ..........................  17 
Mark Tonn ................................. 19 
Roger Clark............................  20 
John Windjue .........................  20 
Jennifer Myren .......................... 21 

Madisyn Balk ...........................  22 
Jim Shermo ...........................  24 
Becky Runkel .........................  25 
Christopher Franson ..............  26 
Diana Gullicksrud ...................  26 
Jean Herman .........................  26 
Harriet Gilbertson ...................  27 
Hensel Vold .............................  28 
Josie Zingsheim .....................  29 

Birthdays - January 

Sunday School 

ILC Sunday School 2017-18 
Please mark your calendars for these special dates for 

Immanuel Lutheran Sunday School 
 

Sunday, March 25 KIDS SING during Worship, Palm Sunday 
Sunday School to follow 

Thursday, March 29 Maundy Thursday  (Third Graders’ First Communion*) 
Sunday, April 1  EASTER SUNDAY – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday, April 29 Last Day of Sunday School Class 
Sunday, May 6 KIDS SING during Worship 
 

If you haven’t already, please join the ILC Sunday School Facebook Group and/
or the Immanuel Lutheran, Strum, WI Facebook Group for reminders, updates 
and additional information. 
 

If you have any questions, please email ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com or leave a message with Michelle in 
the Church office. 

mailto:ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com


Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Pastor ............................................................................ Rev. Valerian J Ahles 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Director .............................................................. Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center (CBELC) 
Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
Lead Teacher - Infants ............................................................................ Dusti 
Lead Teacher - Ages 1 - 2 ...................................................................Kalleigh 
Lead Teacher - Ages 3+ ......................................................................... Roxie 
Assistant ................................................................................................Jordyn 
 
Council Members 
President ..................................................................................... Char Myhers 
Vice-President .......................................................................... Vickie Hanson 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer ................................................................................ Jenny Tollefson 
Member-at-large ........................................................................... Peter Berge 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Mark Rogness 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

This is Christ’s 
Church. 

There is a place for you here. 

 
We are the church that shares a 
living, daring confidence in 
God’s grace. Liberated by our 
faith, we embrace you as a 
whole person – questions, 
complexities and all. Join us as 
we do God’s work in Christ’s 
name for the life of the world. 
 

http://www.elca.org/ 
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