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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

Our WELCA does not meet in the month of July. Our next meeting 
will be on Wednesday, August 2nd; this is our annual Ladies Day 
Out. It was moved to August so we could visit the Wegner Grotto in 
the town of Cataract, north of Sparta. The Grotto includes an 
American flag, a giant cake, a glass encrusted birdhouse, and a 
glass church, as well as a variety of larger sculptures made out of 
stones and glass. One of the largest sculptures gracing the 
property is a 12-foot concrete replica of a German ocean liner. The 
Grotto was started in 1929. They began to create masterpieces 
using whatever fragments of glass they could find. As word of the 
Grotto spread, people began to bring the Wegners glass to use in 
their various pieces. Over its long history the grounds of the Grotto 
has served many purposes, including a place for family picnics and 
community gatherings; more than 70 weddings have been 
celebrated at the Grotto since it was built. We will meet at the 
church and leave at 9:00 a.m. sharp. There are several eating 
establishments in Sparta, including a pizzeria, Mexican, fast food, 
and family restaurants to choose from. We will discuss and pick 
one at a later date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our annual Chanhassen Bus trip is coming up on September 13th. 
They will be performing the musical ñGREASE.ò Experience the 
friendship, romance, and adventures of a group of high school kids 
in the 1950s. Come join us for a day and watch a spectacular group 
of dancers and singers bring one of the most successful movie 
musicals of all time to life. We are planning to stop at Bachmans as 
requested before the show, and will stop at Culvers on the way 
home. If you are interested, leave your name and number with 
Jeanette Berg at 715-695-3946, or with one of the other officers. 
We are taking names and filling the bus NOW! COST is $88.00.  
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I thank you for the invitation to serve in the partnership of Gospel as your pastor during this period 
of transition in a shared ministry agreement. I am serving under the appointment of the bishop 
with the concurrence of the Congregation Council on May 24. I will start July 1. 
 

The writer of 1Peter speaks of you as a ñchosen race, a royal priesthood, Godôs own people.ò 
With this exalted language, the biblical writer lifts up the ministry of all the baptized. I look forward 
to walking together in carrying out Godôs mission in this congregation.  
 

My work as an interim pastor will be in two areas: pastoral ministry and the shared ministry 
agreement.  
 

According to the Letter of Agreement 
The Bridge Pastor will:  
A. Preach and teach the Word of God.  
B. Preside at worship and administer the sacraments according the practice of the ELCA.  
C. Provide pastoral care to all members of the parish according to their needs, visit as 
necessary, officiate at weddings, baptisms, confirmation, funerals, and uphold the 
members in prayer.  

D. Give pastoral leadership for the meetings, activities, and organizations of the 
congregation.  

E. Encourage support of the total ministry of the ELCA.  
F. Be responsible for the recording of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, funerals, 
attendance at Holy Communion, and the maintenance of the membership rosters; and 
report the statistics of the parish promptly and fully, as requested by the ELCA.  

G. Agree under no circumstances to be available for regular call to this congregation.  
H. Agree not to be involved in the congregationôs call process except when the synod 
bishop requests such participation.  

 

The congregation will:  
A. Commit to the Gospel by faithful participation in worship, learning, and fellowship 
activities.  

B. Support the ministry of the congregation through service and gifts.  
C. Accept the bridge pastor, uphold him/her in prayer, and accord him/her love, respect, 
and good will.  

D. Expect the bridge pastor to preside at baptisms, celebrations of Holy Communion, and 
other rites of the church.  

E. Agree that the bridge pastor will not be considered for regular call to this congregation.  
F. Provide for a review and evaluation of the bridge ministry on a quarterly basis and at 
the conclusion of the transition period by key leadership of the congregation with the 
bridge pastor and the appointed synodical staff person.  

G. Compensate the bridge pastoré(as stated in the agreement) 
 

I will be working to assist these two congregations to live into the shared ministry agreement. 
 

 

ρ 0%4%2 ςȡω 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, Godôs own people that you 
may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.    
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From the Pastor (continuedé) 
Pastor and people can best carry out the work of the congregation when both enter into a 
partnership so that, as a people of God, we can ñdeclare the wonderful deeds of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light.ò 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor Lowell Bolstad 
715.226.0163 
pstrbolstad@gmail.com  

 
 

Meet our New Interim Pastor 
Pastor Lowell Bolstad was born in Plentywood, Montana where his parents 
owned a small farm and where his father worked in carpentry. When he was 
five, his family moved to Story City, Iowa where he grew up and graduated 
from high school. Post-secondary education took him to Waldorf Junior 
College in Forest City, Iowa; Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota; 
and Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. 
 

He served an open country two-point parish near Prairie Farm 1980-90. He took training from the 
Interim Ministry Network in 1990-91 and from 1990 to the present he has served in 32 interim 
assignments including Elk Creek and Chimney Rock in 1991-92. He has served a total of 44 
congregations since 1980. His most recent assignment has been at Holway and Unity.  
 

He served as convener of the Interim Ministry Gathering 1993-2013 and has served as synod 
reviewer for congregation constitutions since 2009. He lives alone and has no dependents. He 
owns a house in Rice Lake. He will be staying in the parsonage at Strum. 
     

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 
The Northwest Synod of Wisconsin is one of 65 synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. We are comprised of 198 congregations, over 93,000 members, and over 300 clergy and 
rostered leaders. 
 

Synod means walking together, which describes our interdependent ministry relationship as we 
support mission partners, carry out synodical and churchwide initiatives, provide for education 
events and leadership training, respond to disaster and emergency needs, and heed the call to be 
a church engaged in all the world. 
 

The Transition and Call Process in the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin  
Congregations in transition are in a partnership with the synod, supporting one another and 
holding one another accountable to be who God is creating each to be: the Body of Christ. In the 
midst of a transition, the synod staff and the congregation work closely toward the goal of finding 
the right pastor for the next phase of the congregationôs life.  
 

Prayer: Loving God, be with us and guide us during this time of discernment. Fill our leaders with 
your wisdom. Keep us mindful of the work you would have us do. Lead us and guide us, O Lord, 
to be about the work of your kingdom, even as the search for a new pastor continues. Bless all 
who have taken on extra responsibilities, and fill them with a sense of your love and presence. 
We pray in your Sonôs name, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/0a/0a854394-3a19-4d9f-b1ae-f93021508921/
documents/Call_Process_Booklet_2016.pdf  

mailto:pstrbolstad@gmail.com
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/0a/0a854394-3a19-4d9f-b1ae-f93021508921/documents/Call_Process_Booklet_2016.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/0a/0a854394-3a19-4d9f-b1ae-f93021508921/documents/Call_Process_Booklet_2016.pdf
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03!,- ρςςȡρ 
I was glad when they said unto me, let us go up to the house of the Lord. 

Meeting or the Joint Parish Council of Immanuel-Elk Creek Churches                      6/1/2017 

 
 
Members of the joint Parish Council, Presidents of both church councils, and Pastor Gail George met at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church at 6:30 pm on June 1, 2017. 
 
The need to have an interim chairman to lead the group in election of officers was brought forward.  
Mike Nelson nominated Jim Tocko as Chair, 2nd by Tom Wagener, motion carried.   
 
Election of Officers proceeded as follows: 

Jim made a motion to nominate Tom Wagener for President, motion 2nd by Mike.  Motion carried. 
Tom made a motion to nominate Steve as Vice President, this was 2ndby Jim. Motion carried. 
Motion by Tom to nominate Barb as Secretary, 2nd by Mike, motion carried. 

 
Cover letter prepared by the call committee was reviewed.  A suggestion to change the wording of the 
availability of the parsonage to state that our Parish has a parsonage available for the individual taking 
the call was suggested and sent back to the call committee for revision.  Call Committee meets on June 
6th. 
 
Bridge Pastor Letter of agreement (items 9 through 12) were discussed with the following actions: 
IX. Expenses  

Mileage: Concern was expressed that the annual amount of $2,500.00 may not be realistic in 
mileage. 

Housing: Questions regarding Allowance vs Equity- Tom to follow up with Liz for clarification. 
Rental Cost estimate will be needed on Strum Parsonage to provide dollar amount 

X Jim Tocko X Tom Wagener X Mike Nelson X Pastor Gail 

X Camille Skoug X Steve Ebert   Vicki Hanson X Barb Fischer 

X Clarissa Clark             

Parish Council Minutes - June 2017 

Come to worship! 
 

This is Christôs Church. 
There is a place for you here. 
 

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in Godôs grace. Liberated by our faith, 
we embrace you as a whole person ï questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do Godôs 
work in Christôs name for the life of the world. 
 

Take time for worship 
Out of 168 hours in the week, you are invited to take 1 hour for worship! 
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Parish Council Minutes (continued) 
needed for Elk Creek to pay Strum for 35% of housing cost for Bridge Pastor. Tom 
will contact a local realtor for input on the market value of a rental unit similar to the 
Parsonage.   Utilities have been included (Electric, Water/Sewer, and Heat) in the 
past. Telephone (land line) and Internet included.  Pastor to pay own garbage.  
Lawn Care included, will need to check on snow removal. 

Telephone:  Question on if cell phone was provided, concern if Pastor had own but provider. 
Service could be poor in our area. 

Office Supplies used for parish expenses and Pastor:  Each church will take care of their own. 
XI.  Parish Council Responsibilities 

Election of Officers:  As above; Tom Wagener- President, Steve Ebert- Vice President, Barb 
Fischer-Secretary. 

Worship Service:  Elk Creek at 10:30, Immanuel at 9:00 if that allows that pastor enough time 
to travel between churches on Sunday morning.  Will switch times June 3, 2018. 

Supervision of pastoral staff:  n/a at this time ï only for shared staff 
Annual Budget for shared expenses:  n/a at this time 

XIV. Inclusion/Termination of Congregations in the Parish 
           4 month notification if Joint parish were to separate, or 3rd party join. 
 
Compensation of the bridge pastor: 
            Annual salary paid in 26 equal installments on the 1st and 15th of the month. 
            2 days per week off will be granted. 
            Remainder of compensation as listed in Bridge letter agreement. 
 
Church schedule next 3 months  June - August 

¶ Immanuel church secretary will prepare bulletins for both churches at this time   
¶ Pastor will decide how best to utilize the wonderful resources the organists of each 
church can provide.  (weekly hymns, etc.) 

¶ Supply Pastor will be needed for Pastor Gailôs scheduled vacation June 18th.  Brandy 
Berg is looking into this. 

¶ Community Dinner 4th Sunday of the month at Immanuel. 
¶ July 2nd, No Church at Elk Creek; Community service held at Pleasantville annually  
¶ Vacation Bible School 5 evenings beginning Sunday Aug 6th.  Program put on by Luther 
Park Camp staff.    Evening meal provided/donated by group or families.   Tricia Lyngen 
and Lindsey Nelsonôs names given as education contacts for Elk Creek. 

¶ Church in the Barn August 13th, pot luck to follow. 
 
Minutes of meeting to be sent to Tom Wagener, he will send to the group.  Approved minutes will al-
so be sent to Michelle and Brandi to make them available for congregation members. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Steve, 2nd by Jim. 
Meeting adjourned 8:25 pm 6/1/17 
Respectfully,  
Barb Fischer, Sec. 
 
 

Invite others to church  
Do you know someone in your relation, friendship, neighborhood, or work settings who may be 
looking for a church home? Why not bring them to church with you? Also, if you see somebody 
moving into the neighborhood, mention the church to them. You could be doing somebody a big 
favor! 



JULY 2017 Page 6 

 Financial Report - May 2017 
May 1 - May 6 
General Fund Contributions ............. $470.00 
Expenses ......................................... (339.89) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $130.11 
 

May 7 - May 13 
General Fund Contributions .......... $5,958.00 
Expenses ........................................... 228.00 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $6,186.00 
 

May 14 - May 20 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,020.20 
Expenses ...................................... (5,407.01) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($2,386.81) 
 

May 21 - May 27 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,920.00 
Expenses ......................................... (692.93) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $2,227.07 
 

May 28 - May 31 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,937.04 
Expenses ...................................... (4,982.72) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,045.68) 
 

Total Contributions ...................... $14,305.24 
Total Expenses ........................... (11,194.55) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $3,110.69 
 

Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, May 1 ............................ $6,500.00 
 

 
 
 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 
January - May 

   2015   2016   2017  
Contributions 15,424.15 16,093.68 14,285.18 
Expenses 16,008.74 17,204.73 13,291.83 
 

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ............................ 86.8% 
Benevolences .................................................. 0.00% 
General Operating Expenses ......................... -19.0% 
Ministry ............................................................ 48.7% 
Office ............................................................. 144.3% 
Pastor .............................................................. 53.5% 
Payroll .............................................................. 97.1% 
Property ............................................................. 8.2% 
Utilities ............................................................. 75.6% 

 
Condensed P&L for May 2017 

General Fund Contributions $14,305.24 
Benevolences 0.00 
General -181.95 
Ministry 146.05 
Office 663.78 
Pastor 3849.88 
Payroll 5,131.10 
Property 34.48 
Utilities 1,551.21 
Total Expenses  11,194.55 
Net Income (Loss)  $3,110.69 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, May 1 $3,407.32 
Receipts 200.00 
Disbursements  (193.67) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $3,423.65 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $65.50 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (572.79) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $65.50 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $241.01 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $241.01 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $1,282.79 
Receipts 322.00 
Disbursements  (262.60) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $1,342.19 

 
 
 

Organ Fund 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $3,478.20 
Receipts 15.00 
Disbursements  (1,125.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $2,368.20 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $993.54 
Receipts 92.20 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $1,085.74 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, May 1 $1,537.14 
Receipts 150.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $1,687.14 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, May 1 $5,884.81 
Receipts 210.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, May 31 $6,049.81 
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Worship assistants brighten our day! 

Thanks for serving!  

COMMUNITY DINNER 
Sunday, July 2 (First Sunday) 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
50553 South 2nd St - Eleva 
 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
*Tuesday, July 11 (Second Tuesday) 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - 
Fireside Room 
Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School 
District 
 

*Please note: date change is for July 
only due to the Fourth of July falling on 
the first Tuesday. 
 

RUBYôS PANTRY 
Tuesday, July 11 (Second Tuesday) 
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
United Church of Christ 
Corner of HWY 10 and Main St. - Osseo 
 

$20 Cash Donation. Bring two plastic totes 
or boxes for food. No income requirements 
or limitations. Anyone may come. 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY 
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, July 15 
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - Fellowship 
Hall 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on 
Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the 
office entrance on Elm Street and bring baskets 
or totes with you to carry your items. Volunteers 
are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload 
the trucks and stock shelves and/or to help 
distribute the food and clean up. Handicapped 
accessible. Located downstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please contact Michelle 
Peaslee for more information or to volunteer: 
715-695-3511.  

COMMUNITY DINNER 
Sunday, July 23 (Fourth Sunday) 
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall 
109 Elm St - Strum 
 
 

Community Outreach Food Programs 

GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 July 2 Don & Judy Haukeness July 2 Joan Brenengen 
 July 9 Jim & Judy Foss July 16 Marlys Bjorklund 
 July 16 Dorothy Hulberg & Edith Olson Robes  Joan Brenengen 
 July 23 Lois Hulberg & Jim Tocko Flowers Mary Gullicksrud & Judy Foss 
 July 30 Jeff & Jill Koxlien 
READERS  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
 July 2 Ann Kisor  July 2 Ralph & Ann Kisor 
 July 9 Colleen Berge July 16 Peter & Rita Berge 
 July 16 Char Myhers 
 July 23 Dale Olsen USHERS    
 July 30 Brian Schadrie *Jon Olson, Jim Husby, Robert & Barrent 
ACOLYTES  Herman, Tyler Back 
 July 2 Katelynn Anderson 
 July 9 Ethan Gunderson  
 July 16 Grace Clark   
 July 23 Tessa Hazelton  
 July 30 Bradley Hoch 
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 July 2 Host(s) Needed 
 July 9 Host(s) Needed 
 July 16  Host(s) Needed 
 July 23 Host(s) Needed 
 July 30  Host(s) Needed 

Worship Assistants 
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ARDIS PRESTON 
Music Fund 
Paul & Mary Gullicksrud 
Lyle & Ellen Heck 

 
LARRY LIRES 
General Fund 
Dave & Marlys Bjorklund 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paulôs Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Funds: 
Building Fund 
Creative Beginnings 
Daughters of the King/Jr. DOK  
Endowment Fund 
General Fund 

Library 
Music Fund / Organ Repair Fund 
Social Concerns 
Strum Area Food Pantry 
Sunday School 
Tremp. Co. Community Cupboard 
Youth Fund 
WELCA 
 
When writing a check, please 
make the check payable to the 
individual memorial fund. 

Clarice Bergerson ................. 1 
Wendy Glenz ........................ 6 
Charlene Anderson ............... 7 
Cloe Olson ............................ 8 
John Runkel .......................... 9 
Margaret Severson ................ 9 
Sherry Bjerke ...................... 10 
Jean Amundson .................. 11 
Dawn Erickson .................... 11 
Dawn Hering ....................... 11 
Patricia Runkel .................... 11 
Tom Wagener ..................... 11 

Denise Boehne ................... 12 
Florine Koxlien ...................... 12 
Ashlyn Bates ....................... 13 
Char Myhers ....................... 13 
Allen Olson ......................... 14 
Owen Dregney .................... 15 
Tonya Tonn .......................... 15 
Amy Olson .......................... 18 
Jean Nelson ......................... 19 
Xadon Franzwa ................... 20 
Scott Bjorgo ........................ 23 
Calvin Barneson ................. 25 

Dan Myren ............................ 25 
Chris Cuddy ........................ 27 
Paula Gullicksrud ................ 28 
Frederick Rindal ................. 29 
Scott Thronson ................... 29 
Clark Williams ..................... 31 

Birthdays - July 

2018 ELCA  
YOUTH GATHERING 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
JUNE 27 - JULY 1 2018 
 
This event is open to youth, grades 8 -12 for the 2017 - 2018 school year and 1 adult leader 
over the age of 21 is required for every 7 kids attending at a minimum. Please contact Candace 
Schadrie, Tera Gullicksrud for more information. We need to start planning ASAP.  

Memorials 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
August 6 - 10 
3 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

For more information or to register, please contact 
Sherry Bjerke at ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com. 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Interim Pastor ................................................................... Rev. Lowell Bolstad 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Director .............................................................. Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
Lead Teacher - Monkey Room ................................................................ Dusti 
Lead Teacher - Lily Pad Room ................................................................ Jade 
Lead Teacher - Forest Friends Room .................................................... Roxie 
Assistant ..............................................................................................Kalleigh 
 
Council Members 
President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ..................................................................... Howard Hanson 
Member-at-large .......................................................................... Char Myhers 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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