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Stewardship of God’s Earth

By Jim Tocko

using

Water crisis! The water situation in Flint Michigan has brought to
our attention how critical water is. This crisis won't be resolved for
several years. Nearly a decade ago the eight governors of the
states bordering the Great Lakes came to an extraordinary
agreement, to keep the valuable water right where it is for the forty
million people who rely on it for their jobs, recreation, etc. The
Great Lakes if the largest source of fresh water on earth -twenty
percent of the world’s fresh water. The city of Waukesha has
asked for the right to remove drinking water from Lake Michigan.
Expect other cities to follow suit. The decision to share or not to
share this water source lies with the governors, none of whom were
involved in the original agreement.

People have to learn to conserve our natural resources. Once the
price of the natural resource escalates to the point that it impacts
people’s pocketbooks, then we will become serious about
conservation. We can take one small step in our efforts to
conserve water in our gardens by mulching with organic materials.
In addition to water conservation, it suppresses weeds, slows
evaporation, insulates the solil, retards erosion, adds compost to
the soil, and provides habitat for a medley of beneficial microbes
and other soil organisms which reduce the need for fertilizers. So
mulch on!

“The earth provides enough for everyman’s needs, but not enough
for everyman’s greed.” Ghandi

Thrivent Action Team Project

Through Trivent Financial, | was able to get $250.00 to purchase supplies
to make children's quilts for the Bolton Refuge House. | want to thank
Lois Hulberg, Jean Amundson, Jane Bergerson, Judy Haukeness, Ruth
Eide, Janet Cole, and Lyn Schlink for helping me put together 12
children's quilts. Lyn Schlink and | delivered them this week to the Bolton
Refuge House in Eau Claire. They were very pleased to get them. We
also delivered 8 (60X80 - single bed) quilts to Bolton Refuge House, but
they were not a part of the Thrivent event.

BE THE REASON SOMEONE SMILES TODAY!
Carolyn Boehne, Stewardship Coordinator



A Message from Pastor Ken

“For freedom Christ has set us free...” Galatians 5:1
Faith. Who gets it? Who doesn’t? And why?

The Christian faith is being challenged and stressed on many and new levels.
We might be able to identify those who would want to kill us, those who would do us harm, those
who ridicule us~

but what about the challenge and stress from the inside of the Christian church?
What is the point of faith, salvation, and life in Christ?

What do we have to do? Who do we have to be?
Is our faith inherited from our parents and ancestors?

What is the promise of God? And, again, who is that promise for?

If you have asked yourself any of these questions, then maybe the next several weeks might be
interesting for you. We will be covering the letter of Paul to the Galatians, which addresses many
of these questions.

So join us. It's just an hour every Sunday morning. Just. One. Hour. | promise. ©
May God’s peace be with you as we enter into this beautiful summer in Strum.

brother ken

Memorials

KEVIN SKAHAUG (MAR 3) MEMORIAL FUNDS:
Creative Beginnings
Ron & Char Myhers

Immanuel Lutheran Church funds: Building,
Community Dinners (Village Café), Community
Cupboard Food Distribution, Creative
Beginnings, Daughters of the King/Jr.
Daughters, Endowment, Social Concerns, Strum
Area Food Pantry, General, Library, Music,
Sunday School, Window, Youth, WELCA

GILMEN MONSON (MAR 23)
Creative Beginnings
Ron & Char Myhers

RICHARD OWENS (MAR 25)
Creative Beginnings

Ron & Char Myhers

Sunday School

Lyle & Ellen Heck

Cemetery Funds: Hamlin Cemetery, St. Paul’s
Cemetery (Strum), West Beef River Cemetery

When writing a check, please make the check

SARA SESSIONS (APR 17) payable to the individual memorial fund.

General Fund
Jean Amundson

JOANNE WENAAS (APR 29)
General Fund
Carmen Ellifson
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Council Minutes - April 2016
April 12, 2016

Meeting called to order at 7:00pm
Opening prayer with Pastor Ken

Members present: Pastor Ken, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Camille Skoug, Dan Bjerke and Howard
Hanson.

Absent: Jim Tocko

Approval of Treasurer’s report: Approved by Dan Bjerke and second by Camille Skoug.

Pastor’s Report:

e Confirmation will be held on May 15, 2016

o Time of services will be placed in the marquee out front.

o We will be taking a poll on May 8, 2016 (Mother’s Day weekend) just to get an idea on putting a TV
in sanctuary.

¢ Milwaukee youth service trip will be held June 12 — 17 2016.

e We are encouraging kids of Immanuel to attend Luther Bible Camp the second and third week in
July. Pastor will be in attendance a couple days, both weeks.

o VBS will be held August 7 — 11, 2016

e Pastor and family will be making a small garden in front of parsonage.

e Howard and Ramona Hanson will be celebrating their 60" anniversary with live music during
church and coffee hour after church on April 24, 2016.

Closing Prayer
Adjournment: 7:50pm

Warmest Regards,
Kate Back

Birthdays - June

Brenley Bauer........................ 1 Mary Stendahl...................... 13
Blake CegielsKi............ccccoc.. 1 Roxanne Anderson.............. 16
June Grant..........ccccceiineeeen. 1 Kathy Degenhardt ............... 16
Meghan Hering...................... 1 Matthew Tonn ..................... 16
Skylar Gullicksrud.................. 2 Brian Anderson ................... 17
GraceClark.......coeveuvvineeennnenn. 3 Karin Back........occovvvuvvennnenn. 17 “Mav vou have all the iov vour
Landyn Windjue..................... 3 Judy Haukeness.................. 17 hea?{[ Zan hold. all the an¥ilgs a
Samantha Nelson.................. 5 Dan Bjerke .........cccevvvvvnnnnnnn. 18 , ’ .

. . day can bring, all the blessings a
Mary Bjorgo........ccoeveeeniveennnnns 7 Joan Higley ......ccccoeeeeeiiinnn, 18 life can unfold. May you have
Kristen Ellifson....................... 8 Helen Beebe ...........c.coueee... 19 God's best in ev'er hina.”
Jeff Koxlien.........ccccceeiinen. 8 Jake Bjerke .......ccccoveieiiiiens 20 yiing.
Kate Back........ccccceeevveeeeneeenns 9 Peter Koxlien...........cccc....... 20
George Johnson................ee.. 9 Roberta ROSS ..........ccccveeee. 20 Wayne Larson..................... 26
Paul Tobiason ...............ce.... 9 Katie Koxlien .........ccccceeeee. 21 Jane Bergerson................... 30
Ellen Heck ..., 10 Aubrey Lasher..................... 21 Ryan Knudtson ................... 30
Dale Franson....................... 12 Janice Back..............coooeees 23 Grace Olson........ccccceeeeeeenn. 30
Mary Rindal ................cco. 12 Adam Nelson....................... 24
Molly Anderson.................... 13 Jeremy Shermo................... 24
Joanne Robertson............... 13 David Berge ........ccccoeevvennnnn. 25
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Financial Report - April 2016

April 1 - April 2

General Fund Contributions............. $545.00
EXDENSES ..ivvvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeees ($822.82)
Net Income (LOSS).....ccuvrmrrrsunrssuens ($277.82)
April 3 - April 9

General Fund Contributions.......... $4,548.00
EXDPENSES ....iiiveiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieis ($788.55)
Net Income (LOSS).....counsurrssanninuns $3,759.45
April 10 - April 16

General Fund Contributions.......... $4,751.00
EXDPENSES ....iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeae, ($5,473.34)
Net Income (LOSS).....ccuururrrsunessuens ($722.34)
April 17 - April 23

General Fund Contributions.......... $3,117.80
EXDENSES ...iiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieees ($841.68)
Net Income (LOSS).....ccccevecnerrnnnns $2,276.12
April 24 - April 30

General Fund Contributions.......... $1,811.55
EXDENSES ..ivvvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaies ($8,015.54)
Net Income (LOSS).....ccccerreunneenn. ($6,203.99)
Total Contributions..........ccceeeue.... $14,773.35
Total EXPENSEeS .....viviiiivvernnnnnnn. ($15,941.93)
Net Income (LOSS)....cccccerrennenn. ($1,168.58)
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit)

Balance, April 1......cccccmrvcnernnee $5,869.37
Payment......occeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiciieeeeen, (351.00)
Balance, April 30......cccccvrvcneennnns $5,518.37

Restricted Fund Accounts
Building Fund

Beginning Balance, April 1 $2,016.83
Receipts $6.00
Disbursements ($150.00)
Ending Balance, April 30 $1,916.83
Daughters of the King

Beginning Balance, April 1 $747.29
Receipts $60.00
Disbursements ($550.00)
Ending Balance, April 30 $257.29
Library Fund

Beginning Balance, April 1 $240.76
Receipts $0.00
Disbursements ($0.00)
Ending Balance, April 30 $240.76
Music Fund

Beginning Balance, April 1 $1,038.73
Receipts $300.00
Disbursements ($133.68)
Ending Balance, April 30 $1,205.05
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Contributions & Expenses Comparison
Average per month
January - April
2014 2015 2016
Contributions 15,799.64 14,979.47 16,206.60

Expenses 16,789.09 16,084.85 17,312.08

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance

General Fund Contributions ............ccoccvvveeeeenn. 91.7%

Other Contributions ..........cccccvveeeeiieiiiiiiiieen, 82.8%

Benevolences.........oocvvveeeiiei i 100.0%

General Operating EXpenses..........ccccocvveennen. 91.7%

MINISEIY o 11.4%

OffiCe e 90.4%

Pastor ... 98.4%

Payroll........ccccoe 95.4%

Property ....coouuviiiii i 100.1%

ULIHHES e 62.6%
Condensed P&L for April 2016

General Fund Contributions 14,773.35

Benevolences 500.00

General 759.83

Ministry 36.05

Office 566.60

Pastor 7,084.13

Payroll 5,377.13

Property 333.71

Utilities 1,284.48

Total Expenses 15,941.93

Net Income (Loss) (1,168.58)

Social Concerns

Beginning Balance, April 1 $1,048.36

Receipts $64.90

Disbursements ($0.00)

Ending Balance, April 30 $1,113.26

Sunday School

Beginning Balance, April 1 $493.17

Receipts $50.00

Disbursements ($49.84)

Ending Balance, April 30 $493.33

Window Fund

Beginning Balance, April 1 $4,253.90

Receipts $60.00

Disbursements ($0.00)

Ending Balance, April 30 $4,313.90

Youth Fund

Beginning Balance, April 1 $5,121.15

Receipts $0.00

Disbursements ($10.72)

Ending Balance, April 30 $5,110.43
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Women of the ELCA

Dear Friends in Christ,

On May 4, the Ladies of Immanuel Lutheran went on our
annual Ladies' Day Out up to Chippewa Falls. We began by
scouting out a mysterious building that turned out to be
Central Lutheran Church. It was none other than Bishop
Hoyme's last church before becoming Bishop of the Northwest
Wisconsin Synod! We were graciously given a tour and then
went on to discover the local confectionary store filled to the
brim with all our favorite old time candies. Then we stopped at
a wonderful store-with-everything, another exotic store with
everything else; and then had lunch at a lovely sandwich
shoppe/bridal store. Our last two stops were back to the candy
store to actually buy the candy we had picked out, and then
across the street to Olson's Ice Cream Store for their famous home made ice cream! You just
never know what you're going to find on our Ladies' Day Out Adventure!

Next month is June and there is no General meeting planned, although there are still some Circle
Bible Study Groups meeting. Check your Sunday Bulletins for times and dates. Also, since we will
be having Election of Officers in August, please be thinking about whether you are called to be an
Officer in WELCA. We especially need people to think about being President and Vice President
for next year, otherwise there won't be anyone. Please be aware that next year the Serving Group
Chair positions are due to rotate, too. These positions were only meant to last 2 years. Somehow
they got stuck, but now we are going to get them rotating again. Don't be alarmed. If you have a
hardship, of course you won't need to do it. But if we all take a turn for 2 years, it will be very
doable. (Of course, if you are an officer, | think you get a reprieve from being a Serving Group
Chair. So now everyone has something to pray about.

Thank you to Serving Groups 1 and 3 for serving at the Confirmation Banquet; and to Marlys
Bjorklund, Marie Murrell, Tom Wagener, and Gloria Wagener for working at the Baccalaureate
reception. Once again, your willingness to serve shows a dedication and faithfulness to God's
Spirit and Love.

Yours in Christ,
Sara Heck

Parish Nurse News - Dementia Presentation - June 28

Paula Gibson, Regional Director of Communications and Engagement at Azura Memory Care in
Eau Claire will be presenting on dementia friendly environments at our coffee hour on June
28th. Paula is a certified dementia practitioner and certified cognitive stimulation provider. She
has been involved in many projects promoting education about dementia and helping the
community to recognize and embrace those with dementia. Please help us welcome Paula for this
special presentation.

I
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Daughters of the King

GREETINGS FROM YOUR RUTH DOK AND REBEKAH &
ESTHER JDOK CHAPTERS AT ILC

Over Mother's Day Weekend, 3 of our Juniors
(McKenna Taylor, Laney Windjue, and Rizzo Mora Bates) left
for a Province 5 Assembly/Retreat with Directress Sara Heck
and chaperone Amanda Mora Bates. They went to Frankfort,
IL, near Chicago. Once there, they met with 40 other senior
Daughters of the King: sharing meals, songs, 2 Holy Eucharists
(with Rizzo as acolyte), walked a large outdoor Prayer
Labyrinth, made Anglican Prayer Beads, swam in the hotel
pool/Jacuzzi, got sheep keychains, and more. They even got to
meet and talk with the National DOK President, Susan
O'Brien and JDOK Chair, Anna Stevenson. All the Senior
DOKs were very impressed with our girls and | was very proud
of them. Next Spring, the Retreat will be in Ann Arbor, Ml and |
think even more girls will be able to go, since it will be in April.

On May 22, the Juniors sang with the Chancel Choir once
again in our own Sanctuary. They sang "This Little Light of
Mine." The occasion was Senior Sunday, when High School
graduates are honored. By now, the girls have received the
charm bracelets they have been working for all year. Each
charm represents something special, like the 206 Bible verses
they read, or the $1. they donated to buy a flock of chicks for a
Third World country. The blue bead is for attendance and the
floral bead is for the Service Projects they did. The Angel bead
is only for those who brought in new members; and only 3
people got the sheep bead, for attending the Retreat (themed
on the Lost Sheep Parable)

This summer we are only meeting for optional outings. if you
have a daughter/granddaughter age 7-21, and you see one of
these outings that they may want to join, please notify the office
or give me a call. Then, in August/September you are also
welcome to join us for our Fall Schedule.

Meanwhile, all women ages 21 or more are welcome to join the
senior Daughters of the King. Let us help you fulfill your

Spiritual Calling. Currently we meet the 3rd Saturday of the month at 1pm, in Room 12. This may change.
Our next meeting is scheduled for June 18. If you have questions please call Sara @ (715) 695-3229 or

the church office (715) 695-3511

Page 6
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Worship Assistants

GREETERS ALTAR GUILD
June 5 David & Dawn Erickson June 5 Mary Stendabhl
June 12 Jim & Judy Foss June 19  Ruth Eide
June 19 Don & Judy Haukeness Robes Betty Vold
June 26 Lois Hulberg Flowers = Ronnette Nelson
READERS USHERS
June 5 Greg Maki *Dave Berge, Tom & Gloria Wagener,
June 12 Char Myhers Paul Gullicksrud, Brian Gullicksrud
June 19 Rosario Mora Bates
June 26 Dale Olsen *Denotes Team Captain
ACOLYTES COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 5 Gracie Hering June 5 Chancel Chimers
June 12 Andrew Hoch June 12  The Schadries & Dan Myren
June 19 Luke Birdsill June 19  Father’'s Day Pancake Breakfast
June 26 Ethan Karlstad June 26  Host(s) Needed

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

June 5 Ron & Char Myhers WANTED: Coffee Hour Hosts! Please

June 19 Ralph & Ann Kisor contact the office at (715) 695-3511 if you
would like to volunteer. Thank you!

Community Outreach & Food Programs

COMMUNITY CUPBOARD FOOD DISTRIBUTION (FIRST TUESDAY):
Tuesday, June 7, 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Doors open at 4:30 p.m. Parking is available on EIm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the Main
entrance on EIm Street and bring a basket or tote with you to carry your items. Volunteers are welcome,
and appreciated, to help unload the truck and set up tables at 9:00 a.m. and/or to help distribute the food
and clean up.

FATHER’S DAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST:
Sunday, June 19, 10 a.m.

COMMUNITY DINNER (FOURTH SUNDAY):
Sunday, June 26, 2016; 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY (FOURTH TUESDAY):
Tuesday, June 28, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. in the Fireside Room

COMMUNITY CLOSET:
Gently used clothing of all sizes; children through adult; available to the public free of charge
Open during normal office hours: Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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Luther Park

What's New at Luther Park?

Right now, 130 more campers are registered for summer camp compared with last year at the same time.
As of May 16th, 828 campers are registered. That is awesome!! Please continue to register your campers
— check out the website for programs that will work for you or your child. First-time campers get a
discount!! Scholarships are also available.

Luther Park is sponsoring a raffle, and tickets are available for purchase. Those selling from our
congregation are: Sandy & Carol Anderson at Sand Creek and Kay Moen-Urseth at Pine Creek. Three
prizes are available: a beautiful quilt valued at $1,000, two week-long camperships for 2017, and a two-
foot-tall bear. All proceeds will go toward the ministry at Luther Park Bible Camp. The lucky tickets will be

drawn at our fundraising event, Heart for Luther Park, on August 13th. More news about this event will be
forthcoming.

We are so thankful for the ministry at Luther Park, for the camp staff, volunteers, and summer staff, for
parents/churches who send their children to camp, for WAY Club members and all donors, for the lives

that have been changed and will be changed after attending Luther Park Bible Camp. Thank you for your
continued prayers.

Kay Moen-Urseth
Member of the Board of Directors

Miscellaneous Announcements

Family Night at Trinity of Norden
Please join Trinity of Norden (S367 CTY RD Y, Mondovi) for Pie, Ice Cream & Entertainment with Dave

Kiral's One Man Band on Sunday, June 12, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome to Family Night. For
more information, please call (715) 287-3156.

Faithfully Refurbished Sale & Auction at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 36197 Main Street, Whitehall.
Saturday, June 11 at 11 a.m. Cash & Carry Sale and Auction Preview begin at 11 a.m. Live Auction
begins at noon. Unigue, one-of-a-kind items! The perfect combination of elbow grease, love, and
creativity is infused into each piece! Larger pieces will be sold to the highest bidder in a live auction.
Smaller items will be available at marked prices. Gather your friends and come find some new pieces to
freshen up your home décor! Parking at Melby Park (corner of Park Street and Hobson Street). Lunch
and snacks available. Credit cards, cash, and local checks accepted. All proceeds from the sale benefit

the capital fundraiser for Our Savior's Lutheran Church, Whitehall, WI and Grace Lutheran Church,
Pleasantville, WI.

Immanuel Lutheran’s Acoustic Sunday Service has been suspended for the summer. More
information to come. Questions? Please contact Pastor Ken.

Dunn County Barbershop Church Singers
The Dunn County Barbershop Church Singers will be performing at the following churches on June 12,
2016:

9:00 AM Gilmanton United Methodist Church

9:30 AM Modena Lutheran Church

10:20 AM Lyster Lutheran Church

11:00 AM Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Mondovi

11:40 AM Trinity Lutheran Church, Gilmanton
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We
are a church family of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, who as disciples of Christ,
are gathered together to embrace,
encourage, and extend faith, hope,
and love in Christ. Embrace,
encourage, and extend: these three
descriptive words sum up the
mission of our congregation in
following the command of Christ to
love one another. Through worship,
education, fellowship, and service,
we share that love for each other
and our community so that lives
may be enriched and faith
strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran
Church is a congregation that is
steeped in history while also
engaging the context of the village
of Strum, the community as a
whole, and the world. Come and
see! There is a place for you!
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Immanuel Lutheran Church

..................................................................................... Rev. K D Taylor
Parish AdMINISIIAtOr ...........c.ovcuiiiiiiiie e Michelle Peaslee
CUSEOQIAN ... Ronnette Nelson
Organist/MUSIC Dir€ClOr ...............ccoeeivireeenciiiisie e Jeanette Tobiason
Sunday School Directors............cccccecvenee.. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center
D]/ =Tor (o ] SRR Keri Solberg
Lead Teacher—Monkey ROOM.............cccoveeeeeeisiiiiieiieesessiirannn, Dusti Bolgrin
Lead Teacher—Lily Pad ROOM ...........ccccceeveeeesciiiniaiaaecsiiiinenn Kayla Sauers
Lead Teacher - Busy BEES ROOM ........ccccccvcreeevciiiiniiiieiireees Mandi Taylor
Lead Teacher—Forest Friends ROOM ............c.ccccccccuuveneaen.n. Keshia Coleman
Council Members
PreSItent ..........ccoiiuieeeeiie et Jim Tocko
SECIEIAIY ...ttt e e e st a e e e e e Kate Back
TIQASUIEN ...ttt Michelle Peaslee
MEMDBEr-at-Iarge.............ccoveeeiieiiie e et e sscaaa e Dan Bjerke
MeMBEr-at-Iarge...........ccccoveemieieiiee et Howard Hanson
MeEMBEr-t-Iarge...........ccccveiieiieieiie e Camille Skoug
R ON @ o= (715) 695-3511
(0127 = K O @ o= R (715) 695-3954
Dial-up Service.........cccoevvvvvvvrviiisssssisissnns (715) 695-3906

www.immanuel-strum.com
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