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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

Our WELCA does not meet in the months of June and July. Our next 
meeting will be on Wednesday, August 1st. Our program will be “The 
Voice of the Martyrs - Solitary Prayer.” Pastor Richard Wurmbrand 
spent three years in solitary confinement, but he was not alone. ***We 
also elect our officers in August. Please consider stepping up and 
taking an active roll in your WELCA.*** 
 
Our annual Chanhassen Bus Trip is planned for Wednesday, 
September 12th. We will be seeing the musical NEWSIES. This 
musical is based on the 1992 film, NEWSIES, which in turn, was 
inspired by the real life newsboys strike in 1899 in New York City. 
More information next month. We are taking reservations now! If you 
would like to sign up you may call Jeanette Berg at 715-695-3946. 
 
Jeanette is also planning a second bus trip on November 1st to the 
Ames Center in Burnsville, Minnesota. We will be seeing The Church 
Basement Ladies perform a new show called YOU SMELL BARN. We 
need to pay for the tickets of both shows in advance. We will have a 
price soon as we are waiting for the cost of the buses. You can get on 
the list by calling Jeanette Berg. Both men and women are invited to 
go to one or both of these excellent performances. Call now! 
 
***I would like to remind everyone that there are many bowls and cake 
pans left in the church kitchen. Please come and check them out if you 
are missing some. Thank you. 
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CHANGE?! A Normal Part of Life! 
By Pastor Valerian J Ahles 

Isn’t it amazing how quickly in just a month’s time, the strong hold that winter had on us has 
vanished.  The landscape has been transformed from a foot and half on snow of mid-April to the 
lush green of Spring. The fields are being planted with various crops, gardens beginning to grow, 
and the hillside trees break out with leaves and flowers and the buzzing of birds and bees. How 
quickly the earth accepts, receives and surrenders to the change of the seasons; and it happens 
year after year after year.  Change is a normal part of life around us. 
 
Except when it’s NOT! What do you mean the worship schedule is going to change on the first 
Sunday of June?  Some of you are not happy moving from 9a.m. to 10:30a.m.(Immanuel) or 
10:30a.m. to 8:30a.m.(Elk Creek). Will you continue to come? Will you go somewhere else for a 
year?  Will you just not attend at all?  OR, maybe you will give it a try; see what it feels like. Sort of 
like the Dr. Seuss Book, “Green Eggs and Ham.” Throughout the book we read, “I do not like 
them green eggs and ham, I do not like them, Sam I am!  But at the end, when he tries those 
green eggs and ham, Sam ends up liking them. So, why not give the worship time change a try, 
because change is a normal part of life around us. 
 
There always seems to be a guarantee in life that change will happen. Change brings fear and 
anxious moments because we do not feel in control of life. Yet the Good News is that God gives 
us hope for a future where change brings growth as we become more like Jesus Christ in how we 
respond and act to the changes around us. The words of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane help 
us to grow into God’s future for all of us: Jesus said to his disciples, “I am deeply grieved, even to 
death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground 
and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you 
all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.”   (Mark 
14:34-36) 
 
Many of you perhaps know of Reinhold Niebuhr’s “Serenity Prayer.”God, give us grace to 
accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed, Courage to change the 
things which should be changed, and the Wisdom to distinguish the one from the other. 
 
Living one day at a time, Enjoying one moment at a time, Accepting hardship as a 
pathway to peace, Taking, as Jesus did, This sinful world as it is, Not as I would have it, 
Trusting that You will make all things right, If I surrender to Your will, So that I may be 
reasonably happy in this life, And supremely happy with You forever in the next. Amen.  
                                                                                                                                             Pr. Ahles 
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April 10, 2018 
Meeting called to order at 8:10pm 
 

Opening prayer 
 

Council members present: Char Myhers, Pastor Ahles, Vickie Hanson, Kate Back, Peter Berge 
and Mark Rogness 
 

Council members absent: Jenny Tollefson 
 

Approval of March council minutes: Motion made to approve by Mark Rogness and second by 
Char Myhers. 
 

Approval of March executive meeting minutes with administrator: Motion made to approve by 
Mark Rogness and second by Char Myhers. 
 

Approval of Treasurer’s report: Motion made by Vickie Hanson and second by Mark Rogness 
 

Pastor’s Report: 
 Pastor will be on vacation from April 25-May 1

st
 2018 

 Joint service with Elk Creek will be held at Immanuel on April 29, 2018 
 Attended NWWI synod “Walking Together Event” on March 17, 2018  
 Still looking for a Sunday school director and VBS is set for the week of Aug 5

th
 2018 

 Pastor has been busy with many funerals, baptisms, home and hospitals visits, first 
communion and confirmation classes. 

 

Old Business: 
 Approval to purchase a drop safe, counting team members and treasurer will have custody 

of key and combination. Motion made to approve by Kate Back and second by Peter Berge 
 Approval to form counting team (5) to rotate regularly-two will be signed daily. Motion made 

to approve by Vickie Hanson and second by Peter Berge. 
 

New Business: 
 Approval to purchase a new printer that will replace the three printers that are in the 

administrative office at this time. Motion made to approve by Peter Berge and second by 
Vickie Hanson 

 Michelle has put her notice in to Western Dairy land (Community Cupboard) food 
distribution will not be taking place at Immanuel after May 19

th
 2018. 

 Immanuel Lutheran Council appoints Vickie Hanson to join CBELC council team. Motion 
made to approve by Mark Rogness and second by Kate Back 

 ILC releasing a copy of the insurance rider to CBELC 
 Dusti Bolgrin to be authorized signer for checks and a credit card, with a $1,000.00 limit 

from United Bank for the sole purpose of CBELC, not a debit card. Motion made to 
approve by Mark Rogness and second by Peter Berge. 

 When ILC and CBELC agree on the wording for releasing the information regarding 
CBELC, it will be put in the ILC newsletter. Motion made to approve by Mark Rogness and 
second by Peter Berge. 

 

Closing prayer 
Adjourned at 9:30pm 
 

Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back   
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 Financial Report - April 2018 
Weekly Contributions & Expenses 
 

Apr 1 - Apr 7 
General Fund Contributions .......... $6,132.34 
Expenses ......................................... (849.42) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $5,282.92 
 

Apr 8 - Apr 14 
General Fund Contributions .......... $4,627.00 
Expenses ...................................... (3,182.20) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,444.80 
 

Apr 15 - Apr 21 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,385.18 
Expenses ...................................... (4,783.71) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,398.53) 
 

Apr 22 - Apr 28 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,781.84 
Expenses ......................................... (244.72) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,537.12 
 

Apr 29 - Apr 30 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,141.42 
Expenses ...................................... (4,731.81) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($2,590.39) 
 
 

Total Contributions ...................... $16,067.78 
Total Expenses ........................... (13,791.86) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $2,275.92 
 
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, April 30 ................................ $0.00 
 

Average Sunday Attendance: 113.8 
(W1-252, W2-86, W3-0, W4-125, W5-106) 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

January - April 
  2016  2017  2018  
Contributions 16,206.60 14,280.16 13,707.70 
Expenses 17,312.08 13,816.15 14,950.74 
 

Percent of Budget Allowance 
  Monthly 
  Straightline 
 April Budget ($) 
General Contributions 104.1% 15,442.17 
Benevolences 0.00% 500.00 
Building / Property

1
 53.8% 487.50 

General Operating 7.5% 1,137.50 
Ministry2 86.3% 416.67 
Office 100.2% 429.17 
Pastor

3
 106.9% 5,183.34 

Payroll
4
 99.3% 5,434.06 

Utilities 91.2% 1,883.34 
 
 

Condensed P&L for April 2018 
General Fund Contributions $16,067.78 
Benevolences (0.00) 
Building / Property (262.04) 
General (84.95) 
Ministry (359.67) 
Office (429.85) 
Pastor (5,540.36) 
Payroll (5,398.20) 
Utilities (1,716.79) 
Total Expenses  (13,791.86) 
Net Income (Loss)  $2,275.92 

Restricted Savings Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, April 1 $2,934.15 
Receipts 61.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, April 30 $2,995.15 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, April 1 $358.90 
Receipts 1,411.00 
Disbursements

1
  (0.00)

 

Ending Balance, April 30 $1,769.90 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, April 1 $251.26 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, April 30 $251.26 
Music / Organ Fund 
Beginning Balance, April 1 $5,704.31 
Receipts 95.00 
Disbursements  (375.85) 
Ending Balance, April 30 $5,423.46 
 

Parsonage Fund 
Beginning Balance, April 1 $5,115.00 
Receipts 800.00 
Disbursements

2
  (0.00) 

Ending Balance, April 30 $5,915.00 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, April 1 $1,324.57 
Receipts 221.70 
Disbursements

3
  (0.00) 

Ending Balance, April 30 $1,546.27 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, April 1 $978.14 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements4  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, April 30 $978.14 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, April 1 $14,319.24 
Receipts 630.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, April 30 $14,949.24 
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Worship assistants brighten our day! 

Thanks for serving! 

COMMUNITY DINNER (ELC) 
Sunday, June 3 (First Sunday) 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
50553 South 2nd St - Eleva 
 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, June 5 (First Tuesday) 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - 
Fireside Room 
 

Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School 
District 
 

RUBY’S PANTRY (UCC - OSSEO) 
Tuesday, June 12 (Second Tuesday) 4:30 
p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
United Church of Christ 
Corner of HWY 10 and Main St. - Osseo 
 

$20 Cash Donation. Bring two plastic totes 
or boxes for food. No income requirements 
or limitations. Anyone may come. 
 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY 
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, June 9 (Second Saturday) 
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - Fellowship 
Hall 

Parking is available on Elm Street and along 5th 
Ave N. Please use the office entrance on Elm 
Street and bring baskets or totes with you to carry 
your items. Volunteers are welcome, and 
appreciated, to help unload the trucks and stock 
shelves and/or to help distribute the food and clean 
up. Handicapped accessible. Located downstairs in 
the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Michelle 
Peaslee for more information or to volunteer: 715-
695-3511.  
 
This is the final TEFAP distribution at Immanuel as 
it is moving to the old Trempealeau County Health 
Care Center in Whitehall in July on the third 
Saturday from 2-5 pm. 
 

Community Outreach Food Programs 

GREETERS  
 June 3 Jeff & Jill Koxlien 
 June 10 Curt & Lois Bloom 
 June 17 Jim & Judy Foss 
 June 24 Dorothy Hulberg & Edith Olson 
   
READERS  
 June 3 Ann Kisor 
 June 10 Marie Murrell 
 June 17 Dale Olsen 
 June 24 Brian Schadrie 
 
ACOLYTES  
 June 3 Laney Windjue 
 June 10 Annika Gullicksrud 
 June 17 Antony Hanson 
 June 24 Laney Windjue 
   
  

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 June 3 Host(s) Needed 
 June 10 Host(s) Needed 
 June 17 Host(s) Needed 
 June 24 Host(s) Needed 
   
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 June 10 Mary Stendahl 
 June 17 Gloria Wagener 
 Flowers Ronnette Nelson 
 Robes Betty Vold 
  
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
 June 10 Howard & Ramona Hanson 
 June 17 Ralph & Ann Kisor 
  
USHERS   
 * Jon Olson, Jim Husby, Tyler Back, 
 Robert & Barrent Herman 

Worship Assistants 
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Blake Cegielski .........................1 
June Grant ................................1 
Meghan Hering .........................1 
Skylar Gullicksrud .....................2 
Grace Clark ...............................3 
Landyn Windjue ........................3 
Samantha Nelson .....................5 
Mary Bjorgo ..............................7 
Kristen Ellifson ..........................8 
Jeff Koxlien ...............................8 
Kate Back .................................9 
George Johnson .......................9 
Paul Tobiason ...........................9 
Mabel Walling ...........................9 
Dale Franson .......................... 12 
Mary Rindal ............................. 12 

Joanne Robertson .................. 13 
Mary Stendahl ........................ 13 
Roxanne Anderson ................. 16 
Kathy Degenhardt ................... 16 
Matthew Tonn ......................... 16 
Karin Back .............................. 17 
Judy Haukeness ..................... 17 
Dan Bjerke .............................. 18 
Joan Higley ............................. 18 
Helen Beebe ........................... 19 
Jake Bjerke ............................. 20 
Peter Koxlien .......................... 20 
Roberta Ross .......................... 20 
Katie Koxlien ........................... 21 
Aubrey Lasher ........................ 21 
Janice Back ............................ 23 

Adam Nelson .......................... 24 
Jeremy Shermo ...................... 24 
David Berge ........................... 25 
Wayne Larson ........................ 26 
Jane Bergerson ...................... 30 
Ryan Knudtson ....................... 30 
Grace Olson ........................... 30 

Gene Pulvermacher 
General Fund 
Jim, Vickie, & Jeremy Shermo 
Ardell & Wyllis Olson 
Friends & Family 
Organ Fund 
Hensel & Betty Vold 
Kenneth Neperud 
General Fund 
Jarvis & Roxie Holstad 
Rev. Ben Ahles-Iverson 
General Fund 
Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
Ellen Heck 
Daughters of the King 
Ruby Spangberg & Corliss Sharf 
 
 

Forrest C Spangberg 
General Fund 
Ruby Spangberg & Corliss Sharf 
Peter Grant 
General Fund 
Ruth Eide 
Clark & Yvonne Williams 
Dan & Barb Adams 
June Grant 
Music Fund 
Jeanette Berg 
Building Fund 
Laverne & Ruth Gullicksrud 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Immanuel Lutheran Church: 
Building Fund, Daughters of the 
King/Jr. DOK, General Fund, 
Library, Music Fund / Organ Repair 
Fund, Social Concerns, Sunday 
School, Youth Fund 
 

When writing a check to the 
following funds, please make the 
check payable to the individual 
fund or organization, not to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
 

Creative Beginnings Early  Learning 
Center (CBELC), Endowment Fund, 
Strum Area Food Pantry, WELCA 
 

Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 

Birthdays - June 

Memorials 

Can’t make it to church? 
LIVE STREAM NOW 

AVAILABLE 
Watch our broadcast using your 

smartphone, tablet, or computer. All you 
need is an internet or Wi-Fi connection.  

 

www.immanuel-strum.com/live.html 

 

To make an online contribution, 
one-time or recurring, click on 

 
 
 
 
 

Online contributions may be made by credit 
or debit card, or by automatic transfer using 

your savings or checking account. 

http://www.immanuel-strum.com/live.html


Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Pastor ............................................................................ Rev. Valerian J Ahles 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Director .............................................................. Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center (CBELC) 
Director ........................................................................................ Dusti Bolgrin 
Lead Teacher - Infants ............................................................................ Dusti 
Lead Teacher - Ages 1 - 2 .................................................................... Audrey 
Lead Teacher - Ages 2 - 3 ...................................................................Kalleigh 
Lead Teacher - Ages 3+ .......................................................................... Roxy 
Assistants ................................................................................. Jordyn & Patty 
 
Council Members 
President ..................................................................................... Char Myhers 
Vice-President .......................................................................... Vickie Hanson 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer ................................................................................ Jenny Tollefson 
Member-at-large ........................................................................... Peter Berge 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Mark Rogness 
Parish Council President ........................................................... Tom Wagener 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 
 

Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 
 

Live Stream available at www.immanuel-strum.com 

This is Christ’s 
Church. 

There is a place for you here. 

 
We are the church that shares a 
living, daring confidence in 
God’s grace. Liberated by our 
faith, we embrace you as a 
whole person – questions, 
complexities and all. Join us as 
we do God’s work in Christ’s 
name for the life of the world. 
 

http://www.elca.org/ 
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