
March — the transition month — at least we hope that we will be 
changing over to spring with day-light savings time.  I know that 
spring is close because the seed catalogs started arriving in 
January.  That got me thinking as to where another tree could be 
planted (try to plant at least one a year).  We need their spiritual 
benefits just as much as we need their physical benefits.  They 
inspire us, comfort us, awe us, and welcome us.  In the spring, 
their green fills us with hope.  They invite us to relax in their shade 
in the summer and enjoy a cool one and reflect on how blessed we 
are by nature’s gifts.  We look forward in the fall to their celebration 
of the harvest with a blaze of color.  When winter arrives they stand 
tall against the wind, snow, and cold with the promise that life does 
prevail.  
 
Weeds do so well in my gardens that I am considering planting 
milkweed, Queen Ann’s Lace, etc. in addition to flowers and 
vegetables. 
 
“Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to pray and 
play, where nature may heal and give strength to body and soul.”   
John Muir 
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March 2015 

To make an 
online donation, 

scan this QR 

code with your 
smartphone to 

be taken to our 

secure donation 

page. 

WISDOM COMES FROM LOVING GOD’S COMMAND RATHER 
THAN COMMANDING GOD’S LOVE.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIKE A WATERED GARDEN, WE WILL FLOURISH AS WE 
REMAIN CLOSE TO THAT WHICH NOURISHES LIFE. 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 
9 AM : Worship 
10:15 AM: Sunday School 
11:15 AM: Acoustic Service 
 
Wednesday 
6:30 PM: Confirmation 
 
*If you would like to host or 
sponsor a coffee hour, please call 
Michelle in the office at: 
(715) 695-3511. 
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A Message from Pastor Ken 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

“MY NEIGHBOR’S MATERIAL NEEDS ARE MY SPIRITUAL NEEDS” ISRAEL SALANTER 
 

“FOR FREEDOM, CHRIST HAS SET US FREE” GALATIANS 5:1 
 
Martin Luther, in response to his study of Galatians, declared that we are free indeed in Christ. God, 
through Jesus Christ has accomplished all that we need for salvation, for communion with our Creator and 
Lord. We need no longer be worried about it. God has made a promise to us, through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, that death has been conquered. O death, where is thy sting? 1 Corinthians 
15:55 
 

So, what does this mean?  
If we are free, then why do we need to be concerned for ourselves? 
 

During this preparation season of Lent, we as people of faith have an opportunity to readdress our walk in 
Christ. What does ‘being a person of faith’ actually mean? 
 

Is it just a verbal agreement about the proposition that Jesus lived, was crucified, died, and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day? 
 

Does agreeing with this proposition change us somehow? 
 

I believe we are called to a response to God’s promise of salvation in faith. 
  
Since we can realize that we are now free, we are free to serve our neighbor.  
What does this look like? 
 

What can we, as a group of believers, do?  
What is God calling us to do? 
 

Our response to the blight of hunger in our community is beautiful. With the mobile food pantry, the 
Immanuel food pantry, the community dinner, and the backpack program, we are making an impact on 
lives. Hunger is an issue, even in America, in the 21st century! The material needs of our neighbors are 
addressing our spiritual needs as a people of faith.  
 

Yet, what else might God be calling us to? What ideas are sprouting in your minds of how we can share 
the love of God in Christ Jesus to our neighbors…even our neighbors in some faraway land? What are 
your ideas?  
 

I think it is time to look outside of ourselves, even outside of our own community.  
 

The question is: how is God speaking to your heart? What is next for us? How exciting! 
 

Now may God bless us, that in us may be found love and humility, obedience and thanksgiving, 
discipline, gentleness, and peace, in the name of the Father, and the † Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 

Peace in Christ: pastor ken 
 
 
 
Correction: Page 8 of this issue...Worship Assistants - On March 1, 2015, Kevin & Camille Skoug will be 
serving as Communion Assistants, not Paul & Ruth Eide as listed. 
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Council Minutes 

January 13, 2015 

Meeting called to order at 7:00pm 

Opening prayer: Pastor Ken 

Members present: Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Pastor Ken, Jim Tocko, Camille Skoug, Dan Bjerke, and 
Howard Hanson 

Approval of December 9, 2014 council minutes: Motion made to approve by Michelle Peaslee, second by 
Howard Hanson. Motion carried. 

Approval of Treasure’s Report for December: Motion made to approve by Howard Hanson, second by Kate 
Back. Motion carried. 

Old Business: Matt Nelson is organizing the 100th year celebration of the church. If interested in donating 
or helping with this celebration, please contact him. The celebrating will be the held in the fall of 2015. 

Donation boxes are ready for you to pick up for the year or you can donate on line at www.immanuel –
strum.com. If you have any question please contact Michelle in the office. 

New Business: Tom Wagener came and spoke about the raffle that will be held the third Sunday of each 
month at the Community Dinner held at the church. All money raise in the raffle will be matched for the 
next couple of months. Tom also spoke of the endowment fund and what was requested and granted for 
each category  

Housing allowance for Pastor for 2015 will be 12,421.50 or 30% of his salary. Motion made to approve by 
Dan Bjerke, second by Camille Skoug. Motion carried. 

Michelle Peaslee is asking for a desk top printer for the church office. Motion made to approve by Dan 
Bjerke, second by Howard Hanson. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: 

 During the weeks of Ash Wednesday/lent the Pastor will take part in the Round Robin. 
 During the weeks of Ash Wednesday/lent, Dinner will be provided at 5:30pm with service at 

6:30pm. 
 This year there are twenty kids in Confirmation and 8 being confirmed this year.  
 The only retreat Pastor has planned is the last week in July, at this time. 

Closing prayer: Pastor Ken 

Adjournment: 8:00pm 

Warmest Regards, 

Kate Back 

Share your recipes; Share the love! 

We are planning to put together a cookbook for our 
100th Anniversary celebration of the sanctuary and 
we need your help. We need recipes from 
Appetizers to Desserts and beyond. If you have a 
recipe (or two, or three…) that you would like to 
have included in the cookbook, please bring a copy 
to the church office or send by email to 
ilc@triwest.net with “cookbook” in the subject line. 

Community Dinner (Village Café) 

February’s Tacos and Tamales was a big hit. We had 
many new people attend the dinner. I would like to 
thank everyone who attended as well as all the 
volunteers who helped assemble the tamales and serve 
the dinner. This month’s community dinner will be held 
on March 22

nd
, 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., in the Fellowship 

Hall. We will be serving Roast Beef Sandwiches with 
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy and Green Beans. 
Everyone is welcome! All proceeds are applied to 
provide the next month’s meal. Carry-outs are available. 



Jan 1 - Jan 3 
General  Fund Contributions ................. $1,035.00 
Expenses ................................................... ($0.00) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................... $1,035.00 
 
Jan 4 - Jan 10 
General Fund Contributions .................. $3,090.64 
Expenses ............................................ ($1,810.63) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................... $1,280.01 
 
Jan 11 - Jan 17 
General Fund Contributions .................. $3,777.00 
Expenses ............................................ ($5,097.19) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................ ($1,320.19) 
 
Jan 18 - Jan 24 
General Fund Contributions .................. $1,199.00 
Expenses ............................................ ($1,162.85) 
Net Income (Loss) .................................... $36.15 
 
Jan 25 - Jan 31 
General Fund Contributions .................. $1,608.42 
Expenses ............................................ ($5,821.25) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................ ($4,212.83) 
 
Total Contributions .............................. $10,710.06 
Total Expenses ................................. ($13,891.92) 
Net Income (Loss) ............................ ($3,181.86) 
 
Liabilities 
Loan Balance Due ............................... $6,829.00 
Loan From Village Café ....................... $1,100.00 
 
Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ....................... 83.2% 
Other Contributions .................................... 78.6% 
Ministry Expenses ...................................... 54.0% 
Benevolences ........................................... 100.0% 
Office Expenses1 ...................................... 106.7% 
Property Expenses ..................................... 31.5% 
General Expense ........................................ 80.9% 
Utilities Expense ......................................... 85.4% 
Pastor Expenses ........................................ 98.1% 
Payroll Expenses ........................................ 99.3% 
1Software to print W-2s ($39.99). 

 
 
 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, January 1 $733.12 
Receipts $25.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00)  
Ending Balance, January 31 $758.12 
Chapel Fund 
Beginning Balance, January 1 $770.68 
Receipts $10.00 
Disbursements  ($689.56) 
Ending Balance, January 31 $91.12 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, January 1 $93.96 
Receipts $2.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, January 31 $95.96 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, January 1 $264.00 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, January 31 $264.00 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, January 1 $586.62 
Receipts $65.00 
Disbursements  ($195.00) 
Ending Balance, January 31 $456.62 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, January 1 $375.03 
Receipts $581.45 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, January 31 $956.48 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, January 1 $354.72  
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, January 31 $354.72 
Window Fund 
Beginning Balance, October1 $9,382.53 
Receipts $1,350.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, January 31 $10,732.53 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, January 1 $1,360.33 
Receipts $110.00 
Disbursements  ($000) 
Ending Balance, January 31 $1,470.33 
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Financials 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  
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Altar Guild 

I am very happy that Gloria Wagener has agreed to become the new coordinator of the Altar Guild. 
Thank you to everyone who has so willingly served in the different capacities for me these past 10 years. 
I trust that you will continue to do so for Gloria. 
 
Any questions, please call Gloria (695-3711) or Ruth (695-3371). 
 
Ruth Eide 

E
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The Altar Guild presents this opportunity for you to purchase an Easter plant in 
thanksgiving for, or in memory of, a loved one. The plant would be for placement in 
the Church on April 5h. 

To order a plant, complete the form below and return it to the Church office by March 
25

th
  along with full payment. Please make checks payable to Robbe’s.  

(check one below) 

___  I will contribute a plant 

___  I will give a monetary contribution to the General Fund 

(check one below) 

___In memory of ____________________________________________________ 

___In thanksgiving for ________________________________________________ 

From: _____________________________________________________________ 

Plants will be available for pick-up following the Easter Worship Service or the follow-
ing Monday. The cost of the plants are as follows: 
Lilies ........... $8.00  

Mums .......... $8.50 

Azaleas ....... $9.50 
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Ruth Chapter Daughters of the King News 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

I have amazing news to share! Not only do we have four wonderful young ladies ready to take on their 
promises to become Junior Daughters of the King, but the National Offices just contacted me last night to 
tell me that they are going to send us a VIP guest from Loveland Colorado to officiate!! They have written a 
special grant just for us, to allow Anna Stevenson to fly here from Colorado, as the personal 
representative of Susan Keith, the National Directress, and present our new Charter! This is simply 
amazing to me! This is one of those "God moments", when you are simply going about your life, living it 
the best way you can in faith (hoping and praying some days that God is there and hears you), but 
knowing that you're also a tiny speck among many billions of others --- when --- WHAM!! You're up front 
and personal with God, again. You feel SEEN! It's very humbling. And also energizing! It certainly gives 
me a lot of focus and energy for God that will last quite a while, just when I need a boost, too! Thanks 
again, God! 
  
Well, Please pray for the new Rebekah and Esther Junior Daughters of the King Chapter: McKenna 
Taylor (President), Rosario Mora Bates, Annika Skoug, and Madelyn Taylor.  Their Service of 
Institution of a Chapter and Admission of New Members will be Sunday, March 15 at 9am, followed by a 
cake reception during the Social Concerns Brunch. 
  
PS. The Lock-In was a great success! The girls invited guests and then 8 girls tested Prayer-themed 
games for take-home Family Game Kits to teach their families. They were able to eat pizza, walk the 
prayer labyrinth twice, went on a scavenger hunt in the sanctuary with flashlights, got to paint their 
fingernails blue (JDOK color), sing songs together,  work in teams, make blue & white prayer bracelets, 
receive & write in prayer journals, watch a video about Gladys Aylward (missionary to China), stay up until 
1:20am, and many more wonderful things! I think some may even become Junior Daughters one day. 
From all reports, the girls have already been teaching the games to their families and the families are 
learning that not only is there more than one way to pray, and it can be fun; but it can be easier than they 
thought to pray as a family! 
  
The week before, the girls made personalized Valentines for the Veterans at the Family Circle. I delivered 
them on Valentine's Day, and they were very well received. These girls are hard workers, I have to say! 
  
  
for His sake, 
Sara Heck 
president, Ruth Chapter DOK 
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Greeters 
Mar 1 Dan & Sherry Bjerke 
Mar 8 Scott & Mary Bjorgo 
Mar 15 Curt & Lois Bloom 
Mar 22 Ron & Patty Runkel 
Mar 29 David & Dawn Erickson 
 

Readers 
Mar 1 Sara Heck 
Mar 8 Tera Gullicksrud 
Mar 15 Matthew Nelson 
Mar 22 Joyce Russell 
Mar 29 Ruth Eide 
 

Communion Assistants 
Mar 1 Paul & Ruth Eide 
Mar 15 Jim & Judy Foss 
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Worship Assistant Schedule 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

WELCA News 

Acolytes 
Mar 1 Meghan Hering  
Mar 8 Zoe Gullicksrud 
Mar 15 Ryan Johnson 
Mar 22 Thea Hazelton 
Mar 29 Kari Herman 
 

Altar Guild 
Mar 1 Ruth Eide 
Mar 15 Jodie Semingson 
Robes 
Flowers Dorothy Hulberg &  
 Edith Olson 
 

Ushers 
*Scott Bjorgo, Peter Berge, Justin  
Bjorgo, Troy Bjorgo, & Ronnie Bjorgo 

Don't forget to mark your calendars for Wednesday, March 11 at 9:30am. That's the WELCA Annual 
Prayer Breakfast at ILC. This year's Speaker is Pati Kachel and her topic is, "Ya Sure, I'm a Norvegin 
Luterin!" 
  
Pati will be sharing stories, songs, and humor as she tells tales of her pioneer ancestor's immigration from 
Norway to their Minnesota homestead. She has traveled extensively, presenting story programs and songs 
from Pittsburg to Seattle and throughout the Midwest. Internationally, she has performed in Canada and 
the Netherlands. 
  
Both men and women love this show and several other area churches have already called in their 
reservations! Don't miss this amazing opportunity. The signup sheets to reserve your brunch are at all 
church entrances; or you can call the church office (715) 695-3511; Karen Franson (715) 695-3533; or 
Sara Heck (715) 695-3229. Please RSVP by March 4 so we can make sure to order enough food. Hope 
to see you there! 
  
Next month, our regular WELCA General Meeting is on Wednesday, April 1, at 1:30pm, in the Parish Hall 
Basement.  
 
The program is: Christian Anti-Stress Kit, presented by our own Karen Franson. I know I am always 
looking for some useful tools to keep de-stressed in this crazy world, so I will be sure to be there. I invite 
you to join us. The food is always excellent, too! At this meeting we will also be signing up for the WELCA 
Dairyland Conference Breakfast in April.  
  
Yours in Christ, 
Sara Heck 
WELCA co-president 
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IN MEMORY OF HOWARD 
JOHNSON 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Chuck & Diane Thronson 
Tom & Gloria Wagener 

Window Fund 
Java & Jane Bergerson 
Frances Eide 
Peter & June Grant 
Ronnie & Pat Runkel 
Allerd & Phyllis Skovbroten 

IN MEMORY OF CARL 
SCHUSTER 
General Fund 
Paul & Mary Gullicksrud 

 
The Food Pantry would like to thank 
the family of Olga Brian for their 
donation made to the Pantry in her 
memory. 
 
In honor of their vow renewal on 
December 17, 2014, George and 
Peggy Brown donated to the 
following funds: Chapel Fund, 
Library Fund, Music Fund, St. 
Paul’s Cemetery, and Hamlin 
Cemetery. 

IN MEMORY OF  MIKE 
BOWLING 
Endowment Fund 
Marie Murrell 

General Fund 
Dorothy Hulberg 

Window Fund 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Lois Hulberg 

West Beef River Cemetery 
Julie Kensmoe 

IN MEMORY OF HOWARD 
JOHNSON 
General Fund 
Clarice Bergerson 
Paul & Mary Gullicksrud 
Janice Mathson 
Eileen Myren 
Deloris Sather 
Ruby Spangberg 
Sunday School 
Lyle & Ellen Heck 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Joan Brenengen 
Mildred Finstad 
Jim & Judy Foss 
Steve & Karen Hanson 
The Family of Howard Johnson 
Bob & Joyce Schmidt 

Alton Gunem ........................ 15 
Corinne Hanson ................... 15 
Koby Back ........................... 16 
Dorothy Fenske ................... 16 
Sadie Higley ........................ 16 
Diane Rusten ....................... 17 
Bobbie Ryskoski .................. 19 
James Foss ......................... 20 
Joan Guenther ..................... 21 
Colleen Berge ...................... 22 
Josey Glenz ......................... 22 
Barbara Adams .................... 23 
Lillian Wall ........................... 23 
Andrew Rupnick ................... 24 
Debra Kensmoe ................... 25 
Abby Myren ......................... 25 
Thomas Myren ..................... 25 
Drew Semingson ................. 25 
Karen Nelson ....................... 26 

Edith Olson .......................... 26 
Omar Engen ......................... 27 
Ethan Maug .......................... 27 
Daniel Adams ....................... 28 
Dean Anderson .................... 28 
Mary Gullicksrud .................. 28 
Camille Skoug ...................... 28 
Ronnette Nelson .................. 29 
Frances Eide ........................ 30 
Don Haukeness.................... 30 
Derrick Westphal .................. 30 

Page 9 

Memorials 

Troy Bjorgo .......................... 01 
Kendra Myren ...................... 02 
Emily Knudtson ................... 03 
Daniel Olson ........................ 03 
Angela Torpen ..................... 03 
Ruth Gilbertson ................... 04 
Becky Johnson .................... 04 
Greg Maki ............................ 05 
Clara Davidson .................... 06 
Kayla Dregney ..................... 06 
Jerold Nysven ...................... 06 
Ted Ellifson .......................... 07 
Jean Runkel ........................ 07 
Marie Murrell ....................... 09 
Ralph Kisor .......................... 12 
Jeffrey Dregney ................... 13 
Jeanette Berg ...................... 14 
Annabelle Timm................... 14 
Annika Gullicksrud ............... 15 

Birthdays 

MEMORIAL FUNDS 
Immanuel Lutheran Church funds:  

 Building 
 Chapel 

 Creative Beginnings 

 Daughters of the King 

 Endowment 
 Strum Area Food Pantry 

 General 

 Library 
 Music 

 Sunday School 

 Window 
 Youth 

 WELCA 
Cemetery Funds:  

 Hamlin 

 St. Paul’s  

 West Beef River  

When writing a check, please make the 
check payable to the individual 
memorial fund. 

“May you have all the joy your heart can 
hold, all the smiles a day can bring, all 
the blessings a life can unfold. May you 
have God’s best in everything.” 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Pastor ..................................................................................... Rev. K D Taylor 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Directors ............................. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
 
Director ...................................................................................... Keri Whitwam 
Lead Teacher—Forest Friends Room ................................ Samantha Tetzlaff 
Lead Teacher—Lily Pad Room .................................................... Dusti Miland 
Lead Teacher—Monkey Room ................................................. Teresa Owens 
 
Council Members 
 
President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ............................................................................. Dan Bjerke 
Member-at-large ..................................................................... Howard Hanson 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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