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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

On Wednesday, March 9th at 9:30 a.m. our Annual Prayer 
Breakfast will take place. Our guest speakers, Ole and Lena, will 
perform the play “Time & Talent” for our enjoyment. Michael and 
Julie Bateson have been performing as Ole and Lena for over 10 
years for a wide variety of groups and theater audiences across the 
Midwest. They bring Ole and Lena to life in one of their wonderfully 
interactive plays or hilarious sketches. Mark you calendars, and get 
your reservations in early. Sign-up sheets will be located at the 
church entrances, or you may call the church office at 715-695-
3511 or Karen Franson at 715-695-3553. Groups 1, 2, and 3 will be 
serving. 
 
On April 19th we will be hosting the Dairyland Conference Morning 
of Renewal. Deb Gilbertson from Eau Claire will be the guest 
speaker, she can put a humorous spin on just about any topic of 
discussion. More information in next months WELCA NEWS. 
Groups 4, 5, and 6 will be serving. 
 
We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help 
this year. We are currently two officers short for 2017. We are 
looking for a President and Vice President, or Co-Chairpersons, 
please prayerfully consider accepting a position on your WELCA 
team. We also need two serving group chairpersons; serving 
groups 4 and 8 still need someone from their groups to step 
forward and volunteer to serve as chairperson. Please remember 
your WELCA plays an active role in the life of our church. Our 
serving groups provide food and service for funerals and special 
events. Our fundraiser, the apple pie project, helps support many 
missions and projects of our church. So, please consider joining 
our small group of dedicated members and officers of our WELCA, 
why not come to one of our monthly meetings or special events to 
see what we are up to!  

WISDOM OF THE SEASONS WOMEN’S RETREAT - SPRING SESSION 
Saturday, April 22, 2017; 9 AM - 3 PM 

Cost: $20, limited to 15 attendees 
To register: 715-577-7372 or garberj0@gmail.com 

 

Four 1-day retreats for adult women of all ages following the Seasons and les-
sons each season has for us at the Brad and Julie Garber Residence. 
 

Engage your mind, body, and soul as wee explore how creation and its seasons 
can teach us powerful truths about our relationship with God and each other. A 
Christian retreat time to reflect on scripture, readings and music. Spend time in 
nature, group conversation, simple art projects. 
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Confirmation class: We have a wonderful group of kids! They have been enjoying Biblical 
stories under Michelle's able leadership with Pastor Paul assisting. The material being used is 
imaginative and fun. On their mind is Bible Camp which they will get to with the wonderful help of 
the church and some fund raising. Also on their mind, along with other older kids, is the national 
youth convention that happens in Houston in the summer of 2018. For that a lot of fund raising will 
be needed. 
 
Progress on the parish: Our councils met on the 27th to begin work on the agreement. 
Some things have already been discussed in individual councils. Laurie Skow-Anderson from the 
synod will continue to lead us as we work together. When an agreement is reached, each council 
will need to approve it and it will be offered to each congregation. If there are some things that are 
not acceptable at that point, the councils will meet to adjust. As progress continues, we will keep 
everyone informed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ash Wednesday: On March 1 at 7:00 we will begin our Lenten journey with Ash 
Wednesday. On that evening we begin a time of self examination and reflection on our life as 
God's children. Joy in the Lord is our goal! The path is to take all that burdens us and put it in the 
loving Lord's hands. 
 
Lent: Our Lenten journey will be in commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation which was initiated on Oct. 31st of 1517. 
  
Martin Luther then displayed the 95 theses on the church door at Wittenberg. He had been 
convinced that the good news of Jesus had been buried beneath abuses in the church and a main 
message that was both condemning and discouraging. He had rediscovered the Word that set 
free. It is that we are freely justified before God by faith which means freed from sin, death, and 
the devil to live in love for God and the neighbor. As this turbulent movement progressed, church 
were being refitted for Lutheranism. Because the Word was previously held only in the hands of 
clergy, most did not know the basics of the faith. So to help families to learn, he produced a small 
catechism. This has lasted for 500 years as a cherished gem for Christians. To commemorate this 
event we are focusing on the small catechism. 
 
Our Wednesday night Lenten services will be at 7:00 p.m. Soup Suppers will be start at 5:30 p.m. 
We are involved in a "Round Robin" format which means many clergy will make the "rounds". 
Each Wednesday a new pastor will be here. They are Dorothy Sandahl from Our Savior’s/Grace, 
Terry Lorenz from Osseo Evangelical Lutheran Church, JoBeth Marshall from United Church of 
Christ, Lisa Watson-Hill from the Chimney Rock, Good Shepherd, Trinity of Norden parish, and 
Linda Marlett from South Beef River/King’s Valley. Pastor Paul will be doing the rounds also. 
 
Luther actually had his small catechism printed as a large poster to be posted in the eating area of 
a home so that during meals parents could teach their children. This catechism has endured for 
500 years as a precious guide for understanding what we believe. 

From the Pastor 
By Rev Paul H Tobiason 
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Council Minutes - January 
By Kate Back 

January 15, 2017 
10:20 a.m. 
 
Council members in attendance: Pastor Paul Tobiason, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Char Myers and 
Howard Hanson. 
Absent: Jim Tocko and Camille Skoug.  
 
Council Minutes:  Approved by Char Myers and second by Michelle Peaslee 
Treasurer’s report: Approved by Kate Back and second by Char Myers 
New Business: 

 The council has agreed to move forward with the process of merging with Elk Creek Lutheran 
Church: Ballot vote to be taken at Annual meeting on January 29. Approved by Howard Hanson 
and second by Char Myers. 

 The council has agreed on the proposed budget for the 2017 calendar year: Approved by Char 
Myers and second by Howard Hanson. 

 Tom Wagner informed us of the Endowment fund and the proposed budget of giving for the 2017 
calendar year. 

Closing prayer 
Adjournment: 11:15 a.m. 
 

Financial Report - January 2017 

Jan 1 - Jan 7 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,181.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($930.62) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $2,250.38 
 

Jan 8 - Jan 14 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,173.00 
Expenses .................................... ($1,673.63) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $1,499.37 
 

Jan 15 - Jan 21 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,236.00 
Expenses .................................... ($7,382.22) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($4,146.22) 
 

Jan 22 - Jan 28 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,146.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($907.70) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ $1,238.30 
 

Jan 29 - Jan 31 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,800.79 
Expenses .................................... ($4,581.88) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($2,781.09) 
 

Total Contributions ....................... $13,536.79 
Total Expenses ......................... ($15,476.05) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($1,939.26) 
 

Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, Jan 1 .............................. $6,500.00 
Loan Payments ....................................... 0.00 
Balance, Jan 31 ............................ $6,500.00 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

January 
     2015     2016     2017   
Contributions 16,986.11 15,882.06 13,536.79 
Expenses 16,460.08 15,613.47 15,476.05 
 

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ............................. 88.0% 
Other Contributions .......................................... 72.5% 
Benevolences................................................. 427.4% 
General Operating Expenses ......................... 105.3% 
Ministry ........................................................... 145.6% 
Office ................................................................ 80.0% 
Pastor ............................................................... 53.5% 
Payroll .............................................................. 95.8% 
Property .......................................................... 174.7% 
Utilities ............................................................ 100.6% 

 
Condensed P&L for January 2017 

General Fund Contributions $13,536.79 
Benevolences 2,137.00 
General 1,009.10 
Ministry 436.60 
Office 367.83 
Pastor 3,849.86 
Payroll 5,061.62 
Property 742.10 
Utilities 1,871.94 
Total Expenses  15,476.05 
Net Income (Loss)  ($1,939.26) 
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Greetings from Your Ruth Chapter DOK and Rebekah and Esther JDOK at ILC 
 
In January and February, the Junior Daughters have been working hard on getting the Daughters-in-
Training ready for the Admission Service in March. We learned about baptism, prayer, the Holy Spirit, 
and the Trinity, as well as ways to serve in the church and all about the JDOK.  
 
February 24 & 25, the Juniors will be having their 3rd annual Lock-In. This year's theme is The 23rd 
Psalm/Good Shepherd/Lost Sheep. I'll let you know how it went next month.  
 
Saturday, March 4, from Noon to 4pm, our senior Daughters of the King Chapter will be offering a Mini
-Retreat for all women at ILC. There will be a light lunch, a Bible Study/Meditation, work on the 
National DOK Study, and Christian Community formation with each other. We will meet in the Fireside 
Room. 
 
Then, Sunday, March 19, 2017, we ask you to join us in celebrating a dual Admission Service with the 
Junior Daughters, at the 9AM Service. Special guest, Province 5 DOK Vice President Kathy Schultz, 
will be driving all the way from Illinois to help us with the Service. We will be welcoming new senior 
Daughters Amanda Mora Bates and Michelle Peaslee, and new Junior Daughters Kallie Walz and 
Madisyn Balk. Please keep them in your prayers. 
 
The Order of the Daughters of the King and the Junior Daughters of the King is a religious Order for 
women and girls. The Mission of the Order is the extension of Christ's Kingdom through prayer, 
service, and evangelism. If you are interested in joining us, please call Sara Heck (715) 695-3229 or 
the church office (715) 695-3511 
 
fHs 
Sara Heck 
President Ruth Chapter DOK 
Directress Rebecca and Esther JDOK 

Daughters of the King 

Birthdays - March 

Kendra Myren .................................... 2 
Emily Knudtson .............................  3 
Daniel Olson ..................................  3 
Ruth Gilbertson .............................  4 
Becky Johnson ..............................  4 
Greg Maki ........................................... 5 
Connie Davidson ...........................  6 
Kayla Dregney ...............................  6 
Jerry Nysven ...................................  6 
Ted Ellifson ....................................  7 
Jean Runkel ....................................  7 
Marie Murrell ....................................... 9 
Ralph Kisor ..................................  12 
Jeff Dregney ................................  13 
Jeanette Berg ..............................  14 
Annabelle Timm...........................  14 
Annika Gullicksrud .........................  15 
Corinne Hanson...........................  15 

Koby Back ....................................  16 
Dorothy Fenske ...........................  16 
Sadie Higley .....................................  16 
Bobbie Ryskoski ..........................  19 
Jim Foss ......................................  20 
Joan Guenther ...............................  21 
Colleen Berge ..............................  22 
Josey Glenz .................................  22 
Barb Adams .................................  23 
Lillian Wall ....................................  23 
Taylyn McIlquham ...........................  24 
Drew Rupnick ..............................  24 
Debra Kensmoe ...........................  25 
Abby Myren ......................................  25 
Tom Myren .....................................  25 
Drew Semingson .........................  25 
Karen Nelson ...............................  26 
Edith Olson ..................................  26 

Omar Engen ................................  27 
Dan Adams .................................  28 
Mary Gullicksrud ............................  28 
Camille Skoug .............................  28 
Ronnette Nelson ..........................  29 
Frances Eide ...............................  30 
Don Haukeness ...........................  30 
Derrick Westphal .........................  30 
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FREE COMMUNITY DINNER (Meatballs) 
Sunday, March 5   
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
50553 South 2nd St 
Eleva, WI 54738 
 
12th ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE 
ELEVA-STRUM CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
MARCH 8th 12:30-5:30 
SPONSORED BY:  
National Honor Society & Student Council 
To schedule an appointment contact  
Jean Glocke, school nurse  
715-533-3939 
BLOODCENTER of WISCONSIN 

ORGAN REPAIR FUNDRAISING DRIVE 
The kickoff for the organ repair fundraising 
drive is Sunday, March 5. Our goal is to raise 
the $9,000 needed by Easter Sunday. The 
Chancel Choir has jumpstarted our campaign 
by contributing the first $1,000. Look for 
special “Organ Fund” envelopes in the March 
5 bulletins. 
 
LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS (5:30 PM) 
March 8:  Immanuel Lutheran Church Council 
March 15: Youth 
March 22:  Sunday School 
March 29:  Ronnette Nelson & Amy Olson 
April 5:  Youth 
 

GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 Mar 5 Dorothy Hulberg & Edith Olson Mar 1 Mary Bjorgo (Ash Wednesday)  
 Mar 12 Lois Hulberg Mar 5 Ruth Eide 
 Mar 19 Jeff & Jill Koxlien Mar 19 Jodie Semingson  
 Mar 26 Rick & Tracie McSorley Flowers Dorothy Hulberg & Edith Olson  
    
READERS  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  

 Mar 5 Matthew Nelson Mar 5 Matt & Ronnette Nelson 
 Mar 12 Dale Olsen Mar 19 Tom & Gloria Wagener 
 Mar 19 Brian Schadrie  
 Mar 26 Dave Berge USHERS    
   *Scott Bjorgo, Peter Berge, Justin Bjorgo,  
   Troy Bjorgo, and Ronnie Bjorgo 
 
ACOLYTES  COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 Mar 5 Gracie Schadrie Mar 5 Host(s) Needed  
 Mar 12 Madisyn Balk Mar 12 Host(s) Needed 
 Mar 19 Andrew Hoch Mar 19 Daughters of the King 
 Mar 26 Ethan Karlstad Mar 26 Host(s) Needed 

Worship Assistants 

Community Outreach & Food Programs 
 
STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, March 7, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School District 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, March 18, 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the office entrance on Elm 
Street and bring baskets or totes with you to carry your items. Volunteers are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload 
the truck and stock shelves and/or to help distribute the food and clean up. Handicapped accessible. Located 
downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Michelle Peaslee for more information or to volunteer: 715-695-3511.  

COMMUNITY DINNER: 
Sunday, March 26, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  Lasagna/Spaghetti, Panzanella (salad), Fresh Breadsticks/Garlic Bread & Dessert 
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Easter Lilies - Altar Guild 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

IN MEMORY OF: 
FRAN ANDERSON &  
JOAN LAWRENCE 
General Fund 
Java & Jane Bergerson 
Scott & Sue Anderson 

GERALD THURSTON 
General Fund 
Norma Berge 
Java & Jane Bergerson 
Dean & Carolyn Boehne 
Joanne Brion 
Arlan & Diane Davidson 
Howard & Ramona Hanson 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Lois Hulberg 
Darlene Insteness 
Wayne & Jennie Larson 

Ardell & Wyllis Olson 
Tom & Debbie Petersen 
Michael & Mary Peterson 
Deloris Sather 

Building Fund 
Laverne & Ruth Gullicksrud 

West Beef River Cemetery 
Sue Larson 
David & Diane Thronson 

JACKIE WATMAN 
General Fund 
Don & Judy Haukeness 

 
IN HONOR OF: 
JANE OLSON’S  
100TH BIRTHDAY 
General Fund 
Java & Jane Bergerson 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Funds: 
Building Fund 
Creative Beginnings 
Daughters of the King/Jr. DOK 
Endowment Fund 
General Fund 
Library 
Music Fund / Organ Repair Fund 
Social Concerns 
Strum Area Food Pantry 
Sunday School 
Tremp. Co. Community Cupboard 
Youth Fund 
WELCA 

Memorials & Honorariums 

E
as
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rd

er
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o
rm

 
The Altar Guild presents this opportunity for you to purchase an Easter plant in 
thanksgiving for, or in memory of, a loved one. The plant would be for placement in 
the Church on April 16. 

To order a plant, complete the form below and return it to the Church office by April 1  
along with full payment. Please make checks payable to Robbe’s.  

(check one below) 

□  I will contribute a plant 

□   I will give a monetary contribution to the General Fund 

(check one below) 

□   In memory of ____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

□  In thanksgiving for ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

From: _____________________________________________________________ 

Plants will be available for pick-up following the Easter Worship Service or the follow-
ing Monday. Easter Lilies and Mums will be available again this year. The cost per 
plant was not available at the time of this printing but is expected to be the same as 
last year (Lilies - $8.00; Mums - $8.50). 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Interim Pastor ................................................................... Rev. Paul Tobiason 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Directors ............................. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
Lead Teacher - Monkey Room .................................................... Dusti Bolgrin 
Lead Teacher - Lily Pad Room ........................................................................  
Lead Teacher - Busy Bees Room ......................................... Keisha Coleman 
Lead Teacher - Forest Friends Room .............................................................  
Floater .............................................................................................................  
 
Council Members 
President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ..................................................................... Howard Hanson 
Member-at-large .......................................................................... Char Myhers 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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