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WELCA News

By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer

On Wednesday, March 14 at 9:30 am our Annual Prayer Breakfast will
take place. Our guest speaker is Pati Kachel, the program is entitled
“Irish Tales and Other Blarney.” Pati will add meaning and merriment
to our St. Patrick’s Day themed celebration with enchanting stories of
saints, poems, ancient prayers, and Celtic songs. Mark you calendars,
and get your reservations in early. Sign-up sheets will be located at
the church entrances, or you may call the church office at 715-695-
3511 or Karen Franson at 715-695-3553. Groups 4, 5, 6, and 7 will be
serving.

We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help this
year. We are currently two officers short for 2018. We are looking for a
President, Vice President, or Co-Chairpersons. Please prayerfully
consider accepting a position on your WELCA team. We also need
two serving group chairpersons, serving groups 4 and 8 still need
someone from their groups to step forward and volunteer to serve as
chairpersons. Please remember your WELCA plays an active role in
the life of our church. Our serving groups provide food and service for
funerals and special events. Our fundraiser, the apple pie project,
helps support many missions and projects in our church and
community. So please consider joining our small group of dedicated
members and officers of our WELCA. Why not come to one of our
monthly meetings or special events to see what we are up to!

Stewardship of God’s Earth

By Jim Tocko

In the past few years we have seen extremes in weather and how
they have effected or daily lives. We have been fortunate for the
most part in the Midwest to have been spared these extreme
weather conditions as compared to other parts of the country/world.
In previous decades man has faced cultural (man made) and
climate produced situations. In most cases, man has been able to
adjust and cope while nature sometimes helped us heal. Scientist
are predicting a continued increase in extreme climate changes
which wii require man to modify the growing of our food, meat
production and at the same time conserving our natural resources.
Staples such as corn, wheat, rice, and potatoes may require
modifications as to where and how they are grown. At the same
time, increase in population will dictate adjustments in our daily
routines. We will not be able to turn down the sun. Man has
handled the challenge before.

Think spring because spring if not far behind.



Faith for a Lifetime
By Pastor Valerian J Ahles

What is faith? Where does faith come from? What does faith mean for your everyday living?
How do you get faith? These questions come to mind as the Lenten season continues to move
toward the last week of our Lord’s life on this earth; the week we call “Holy”. If we as followers of
Jesus Christ believe that He saved us through those final days of his life of suffering, death and
resurrection, then what do we get to do with our faith in Jesus Christ? Are we also willing to give
our lives in love and service to others so that they too will believe?

Faith is a hard concept to understand. All you need to do is read the Bible. “Now faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” This opening sentence to
the 11™ chapter of Hebrews places confidence in the promises of God. These promises are
“hoped for...not seen”. The writer of Hebrews gives examples of this faith using Old Testament
figures like Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the people of Israel as they passed through
Red Sea and into the Promised Land where the walls of Jericho came tumbling down by their
encircling the city for seven days with the blowing of trumpets and horns. Then, the writer says
this in 11:39;

“Yet all of these, though they were commended for their faith, did not
receive what was promised, since God had provided something better
so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.”

In this conclusion of the list of the faithful, the writer draws us, the readers, into the story. God’s
faithful people of old are brought into the presence of God, together with us, by the means of the
sacrifice of the great high priest, Jesus Christ. The reason any of us created human beings have
faith, is because God gave the only beloved Son to suffer, die, and rise up for the salvation of the
whole world.

One day the disciples asked Jesus to “increase our faith”. (See Luke 17:5-6) This is how he
responded: “Even if you had faith as tiny as a mustard seed, you could tell a tree to go jump in the
lake, and the tree would jump in the lake.”(Pr. Ahles paraphrase) Jesus was trying to have a little
fun with the disciples so that they would understand that how much faith you have is not what is
important. The point is, whom is your faith in. As disciples of Jesus Christ we are called to trust
that God, through Jesus, has saved us.

Any talk about faith includes knowing who God is from the beginning of creation, what God
teaches, and what God promises. Faith includes following Jesus where he leads us, following his
example in living our lives for each other, obeying his command to “love one another” just as he
has loved us.

Therefore, faith is the way we receive God. God has chosen to work with us through the
promise of love and grace through Jesus Christ. Do you believe God has done this for you
through Jesus Christ? If so, then enter in to Holy Week, at the end of this month, with your
presence in worship. Faith in Jesus Christ is the way of life, the walk of a lifetime, AND one day at
a time!

Pr. Ahles
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IMMANUEL

CHURCH

January 9, 2018
Call to order 7:07pm
Opening prayer

LUTHERAN

COUNCIL

Council members present: Pastor Ahles, Vickie Hanson, Kate Back, Mark Rogness, Peter Berge,
Jenny Tollesfson and Char Myhers.

Approval of December minutes:
« Motion made to appove by Mark Rogness and second by Peter Berge. Motion passed.

Approval of December Treasurer’s report:
« Motion made to approve by Kate Back and second by Peter Berge. Motion passed.

Pastor’s Report:
« Pastor has been busy with funerals in both congregations, working with the youth with
confirmation and had a wonderful time at the Christmas concert. Expressed he is
enjoying his time here and is finding balance with it all.

Old Business:
o Proposed Constitution changes: Motion made to approve by Mark Rogness and second
by Char Myhers. Motion passed.
o Approval of proposed 2018 budget for annual report: motion made to approve by Peter
Berge and second by Char Myhers. Motion passed.

New Business:
« Making a new account for the Parsonage: Motion made to approve by Char Myhers
and second by Mark Rogness. Motion passed.
o Authorized signers on the Parsonage account would be Char Myhers, Jenny Tollesfson
and Michelle Peaslee. Motion made to approve by Mark Rogness and second by Peter
Berge. Motion passed.

Closing Prayer
Adjournment: 8:45pm
Warmest Regards,
Kate Back

REGISTER NOW FOR LUTHER PARK SUMMER CAMP

Luther Park Bible Camp, your Lutheran camp, is pleased to announce that registration for the 2018 summer
camp program is now available. Visit www.lutherpark.org to see all the programs that are available for
children and youth in Kindergarten through 12th grade. Register by creating a new account or logging into
your account through our registration system and making a secure payment with a credit card. You have the
option of printing out a registration form from the website and registering by mail. The 2018 summer camp
brochures are available at the church. Check out the new camp programs and activities. To get your first
choice of the program offerings, pick up a brochure or go to www.lutherpark.org today. If you have any
questions, please contact the Luther Park office at info@lutherpark.org or (715) 859-2215. Scholarships
available through Immanuel Lutheran Church and Luther Park for those in need of financial assistance.
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Financial Report - January 2018

Weekly Contributions & Expenses

Contributions & Expenses Comparison

Average per month

Jan1-Jan6 January
Genera Fund Coriributons....., 4700
Net Income (LOSS) ......ocrerrcrrrrr ($2,484.00) Contributions 15,763.48 13,536.79 11,217.40
S Expenses 16,370.78 15,476.05 14,858.61
Jan7-Jan 13
General Fund Contributions........... $4,309.00 Percent of Budget Allowance
EXDENSES oo (1,251.93) S tra"i"g°h"tfihn'z
Net Income (LoSS).....cccccevuuen.ee. $3,057.07 Jan Budget ($)
Jan 14 - Jan 20 General Contributions 72.7% 15,442.17
General Fund Contributions.......... $2,519.50 Benevolences 100.0% 500.00
EXPenses .......cccocviiciiiiiiiinenee, (5,235.52) Building / Property 56.8% 487.50
Net Income (LOSS) ..................... ($2,71602) General Operating 25.7% 1,137.50
Jan 21 -Jan 27 Ministry 128.6% 416.67
General Fund Contributions.......... $2,593.00 Office 148.7% 429.17
EXDENSES ovoveieieieeeriieiirererenn, (460.56) Pastor 106.8% 5,183.34
Net Income (LOSS) ....ccccvereeueunnne $2,132.44 Payroll 94.2% 5,434.06
Utilities 104.5% 1,883.34
Jan 28 - Jan 31
General Fund Contributions.......... $1,325.90
EXDENSES ..oooeveeeierieiieeeeine, (4,956.60) Condensed P&L for January 2018
Net INCOME (LOSS) oo ($3,630.70) General Fund Contribufions $11,217.40
Benevolences (500.00)
Total Contributions...........cc.c....... $11,217.40 Building / Property (276.91)
Total Expenses ........................... (14,858.61) General (292.14)
Net Income (L0OSS)....cccccrrrrrnneee ($3,641.21) Ministry (535.65)
Office (637.97)
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) Pastor (5,531.33)
Balance, January 31........ccccceiiiiiineenns $0.00 Payroll (5,116.96)
Loan paid in full on January 3, 2018 Utilities (1,967.65)
Total Expenses (14,858.61)
Net Income (Loss) ($3,641.21)
Restricted Fund Accounts
Building Fund Organ Fund
Beginning Balance, January 1 $5,695.01 Beginning Balance, January 1 $3,033.20
Receipts 45.00 Receipts 10.00
Disbursements (1,858.87) Disbursements (0.00)
Ending Balance, January 31 $3,881.14 Ending Balance, January 31 $3,043.20
Daughters of the King Social Concerns
Beginning Balance, January 1 $227.30 Beginning Balance, January 1 $488.68
Receipts 0.00 Receipts 669.10
Disbursements (0.00) Disbursements (157.90)
Ending Balance, January 31 $227.30 Ending Balance, January 31 $999.88
Library Fund Sunday School
Beginning Balance, January 1 $241.26 Beginning Balance, January 1 $938.29
Receipts 0.00 Receipts 0.00
Disbursements (0.00) Disbursements (119.90)
Ending Balance, January 31 $241.26 Ending Balance, January 31 818.39
Music Fund Youth Fund
Beginning Balance, January 1 $2,279.11 Beginning Balance, January 1 $7,869.24
Receipts 75.00 Receipts 190.00
Disbursements (30.00) Disbursements (0.00)
Ending Balance, January 31 $2,324.11 Ending Balance, January 31 $8,059.24
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Worship Assistants

GREETERS
Mar 4 Jim & Judy Foss

Mar 11 Dorothy Hulberg & Edith Olson

Mar 18  Jeff & Jill Koxlien

Mar 25  Rick & Tracie McSorley

*Wednesdays during Lent -

Confirmation students will greet
READERS

Mar 4 Matt Nelson

Mar 11 Dale Olsen

Mar 18  Craig Semingson

Mar 25 Ron Myhers
ACOLYTES

Mar 4 Grace Clark

Mar 7 Laney Windjue

Mar 11 Annika Gullicksrud

Mar 14  Tessa Hazelton

Mar 18  Bradley Hoch

Mar 21  Antony Hanson

Mar 25  Cayden Lasher

Mar 29  Katelynn Anderson
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

Mar 4 Reserved for Baptism

Mar 11 Host(s) Needed

Mar 18  Junior Daughters

Mar 25  Host(s) Needed

ALTAR GUILD

Mar 4 Ruth Eide
Mar 18  Jodie Semingson
Mar 29  Deloris Sather - Maundy Thurs: trays
Flowers Dorothy Hulberg & Edith Olson
Robes Gloria Wagener

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

Mar 4 Dean & Carolyn Boehne
Mar 18  Craig & Jodi Semingson
Mar 29  Confirmation Student Volunteers

USHERS
*Scott Bjorgo, Peter Bjorgo, Justin Bjorgo,
Ronnie Bjorgo, and Brian Schadrie

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS BRIGHTEN OUR DAY!
THANKS FOR SERVING!

Community Outreach Food Programs

COMMUNITY DINNER (ELC)
Sunday, March 4 (First Sunday)
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Eleva Lutheran Church

50553 South 2nd St - Eleva

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY
Tuesday, March 6 (First Tuesday)
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum -
Fireside Room

Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School
District

RUBY’S PANTRY (UCC - OSSEO)
Tuesday, March 13 (Second Tuesday)
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

United Church of Christ

Corner of HWY 10 and Main St. - Osseo

$20 Cash Donation. Bring two plastic totes
or boxes for food. No income requirements
or limitations. Anyone may come.

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):

Saturday, March 17 (Third Saturday)

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - Fellowship
Hall

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on Elm
Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the office
entrance on EIm Street and bring baskets or totes
with you to carry your items. Volunteers are
welcome, and appreciated, to help unload the
trucks and stock shelves and/or to help distribute
the food and clean up. Handicapped accessible.
Located downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Please
contact Michelle Peaslee for more information or to
volunteer: 715-695-3511.
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Sunday School

ILC Sunday School 2017-18

Please mark your calendars for these special dates for/
Immanuel Lutheran Sunday School

Sunday, March 25

KIDS SING during Worship, Palm Sunday

Sunday School to follow

Thursday, March 29
Sunday, April 1
Sunday, April 29
Sunday, May 6

Maundy Thursday (Third Graders’ First Communion®) G
EASTER SUNDAY — NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Last Day of Sunday School Class
KIDS SING during Worship

PUAH mc
FAI

NING
FAITH

If you haven't already, please join the ILC Sunday School Facebook Group and/or the Immanuel
Lutheran, Strum, WI Facebook Group for reminders, updates and additional information.

If you have any questions, please email ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com or leave a message with Michelle in

the Church office.

Memorials

Craig Lehmeier
General Fund

Jean Amundson

Music Fund

Lois Hulberg

Mark & Vickie Hanson
Dennis & Maxine Ulberg
Florine Koxlien

Tom & Gloria Wagener
Forrest, Christian, and

Sandra Lane Spangberqg

General Fund

Rachel Olson
General Fund

Jeff & Karen Koehler
LeRoy Rindahl
General Fund

Barneson Insurance
Social Concerns

Jim & Judy Foss

Fredrick & Karen Seyforth

MEMORIAL FUNDS:

Immanuel Lutheran Church:
Building Fund, Daughters of the

Fund, Social Concerns,
School, Youth Fund

When writing a check to the
following funds, please make the
check payable to the individual

fund or organization, not to
Immanuel Lutheran Church.

Sunday

Creative Beginnings Early Learning
Center (CBELC), Endowment Fund,
Strum Area Food Pantry, Tremp.
Co. Community Cupboard, WELCA

Cemetery Funds:
Hamlin Cemetery

RUb.y Spangberg King/Jr. DOK, General Fund, \?\}éztagngcﬁyjtggngset&?)
Corliss Sharf Library, Music Fund / Organ Repair

Birthdays - March

Kendra Myren ..........cccccvvvenennes 2 Annabelle Timm...................... 14 Andrew Rupnick ..................... 24
Emily Knudtson...........ccceuuueee. 3 Annika Gullickrud.................... 15 Debra Kensmoe ..................... 25
Dan OIsoN......ccccoovviiiiiiieeennnn. 3 Corinne Hanson.........cc........... 15 TomMyren........oooeviiiiiienennn. 25
Ruth Gilbertson...........cccccceee.. 4 KobyBack.........ooooooeeiiiiiiienn. 16 Abby Myren..............ccee. 25
Becky Johnson.............cevvenenee 4 Dorothy Fenske ...................... 16 Drew Semingson .................... 25
Greg MaKi .......cocooeviiiiiiiiiennenn. 5 Sadie Higley .......ccccoceeveiinnnns 16 Karen Nelson................cceee. 26
Kayla Dregney .........ccccccvvennnee 6 Bobbie RyskosKi..................... 19 Edith Olson...........ceeeeeeeeee. 26
Jerry Nysven.........ccccoeeeeeeeenn, 6 JIMFOSS...cccooiiiiiiiiiiie 20 DanAdams ........ccccceeiiiiennnnnn. 28
Ted Ellifson.......ccccooeeeiiiininnnnnnn. 7 Joan Guenther...........ccccoe..... 21 Mary Gullicksrud..................... 28
Jean Runkel.............cooooevnnnnnen. 7 Colleen Berge..........ccovvvvnnnnn. 22 Camille Skoug.........ccvvuennnnnn... 28
Marie Murrell.............cccccvvveennnnee 9 Josey Glenz.........cccceeeeieeennnns 22 Ronnette Nelson..................... 29
Ralph Kisor .........ccccceeeeiien. 12 Barb Adams.........ccccccceeeeine.n. 23 FrancesEide........cccocoeeeenn. 30
Jeff Dregney .......cccccevviiinnee. 13  LillianWall .........ccoooeeiiiie. 23 Don Haukeness...................... 30
Jeanette Berg.............oooeee. 14 Taylyn Mcllquham................... 24  Derrick Westphal................... 30
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a }“ Evangel.lcal Luﬂ!ercm L K (o O Rev. Valerian J Ahles
“&3 ‘ZQPO Church in America Parish AAMINISIrator............cccuuiiieeiieiiiiesiessieesiessiae e Michelle Peaslee
) CUSTOAIAN ... Ronnette Nelson
God's work. Our hands. Organist/MUSIC DIr€CEOr .............coueeeieeeiiieaaaee e Jeanette Tobiason
Sunday SCHOOI DIr€CION ............cceeeiiiiiiiie et Sherry Bjerke
This is Christ’s Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center (CBELC)
reative Beginnings Early Learning Center
C hurch. Director....... g ......... g .......... y .............. g ......................................... Keri Solberg
There is a place for you here. Lead TEACHEr = INFANLS ............oveveiveereriseieei e Dusti
Lead TeaCher - AQES 1 = 2......uueeeeeeee e ee st e e Kalleigh
We are the church that shares a Leaq TEACREr - AQES 3+ ... et Roxie
|iving, daring confidence in GRS Y K) = 1 1 SN
God’s grace. Liberated by our .
faith, we embrace you as a Council Members
whole person — questions, P(eSIdent.. .................................................................................... Chgr Myhers
complexities and all. Join us as ViICE-PreSIdENT ........c.eeeeeeee et Vickie Hanson
we do God's work in Christ's SECTEIAIY ..ottt Kat?I Bfack
name for the [ife of the world. A7;lreasurer ................................................................................ Jenny Tollefson
EMDEr-At-IArge.........c.ovviiiiiieie e Peter Berge
. MeEMBEr-at-Iarge...........cccoueiiimiiiieiieee e Mark Rogness
http://www.elca.org/ Parish Council PreSident...............ccccoucoeeiicreeeisiiee s Tom Wagener
R O o= R (715) 695-3511
(0127 = K O @ o= R (715) 695-3954
Dial-up Service.........ccocevvvvvvvvvriisssssissssns (715) 695-3906
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