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Scan with your smartphone 
to visit our secure donation 
webpage where you may set 
up a one-time payment, or 
recurring payments, using 
your checking or savings 
account. Credit cards are 
also accepted. 

 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 
9 AM : Worship 
10 AM: Coffee Hour 
10:15 AM: Sunday School 
11:15 AM: Acoustic 
 Service 
Wednesday 
4 PM: Confirmation 

Tis the season for God to really show-off!  His enthusiasm is 
boundless.  There seems to be no end of surprises with a plethora 
of vivid colors and textures accompanied by an aromatic 
bombardment of our senses.  How can one not bath in wonderment 
provided for our enjoyment.  Growing plants are a way of life.  With 
our world at times being a mess, we surround ourselves with 
beautiful things.  Our world can be sad and dangerous and unfair, 
but God makes it tolerable through beauty. 
 
Roadsides often were crowded with weeds, flowers and grasses in 
the past, but now because of mowing and the use of herbicides, 
many of the wild plants have disappeared.  I once was crazy about 
mowing much of our property so that it looked “neat”.  Now,  
allowing it to go wild, all sorts of surprises - Queen Anne’s Lace, 
blackened Susan’s, milkweed, day lilies etc. abound.  Hopefully the 
pollinators— native bees, honey bees, ants, bats (yes, bats), and a 
multitude of other insects and mammals will enjoy the feast. 
 
I wish you generosity so that you may share all good things that 
come to you. 
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Stewardship of God’s Earth 
By Jim Tocko 

Invitation from Immanuel Lutheran - Eau Claire 

Immanuel Lutheran Church and Zomba Parish are hosting a get-together 
for all travelers and friends of Malawi.  A special feature will be 
nine guests from Malawi; six are from Immanuel's companion parish in 
Zomba and three are from the head office in Lilongwe, including Mphatso 
Thole, Companion Coordinator and a frequent visitor to the synod, and 
Agness Ndalama, Women's Coordinator of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Malawi.   
  

Rumors are that singing might be involved.    
  

Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. and potluck will begin at 5:00.  Look forward 
to a panel discussion and sharing time.   
  

ALL ARE WELCOME!  
  

What:    An evening of fellowship with nine friends from Malawi 
When:   Sunday, May 1, 2016 
Time:     5:00 p.m. 
Location:   Immanuel Lutheran Church, 3214 Golf Ave., Eau Claire, WI   
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A Message from Pastor Ken 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. Romans 1:25 NASB 
 
This wasn’t the first time I had witnessed this, and I’m sure it won’t be the last…  
 
It was a beautiful late afternoon, and we were at the park. Mason was running around, Maddi and 
McKenna were walking along the edge of the lake searching for what they would call ‘artifacts’. 
Life was grand. Luckily this time, I drank in the gift of life with a thankful heart.  
 
I was chatting with another parent while watching Mason go down the slide when I noticed sitting 
on a swing, another mom, holding up her phone, making a puckered lip face, and taking a ‘selfie’. 
(what is it with this pose?) Next to her was a guy, sitting on another swing, staring down into his 
phone, and occasionally swiping the phone in an upward direction. Their child was toddling 
around the playground equipment, and they were missing it all.  
 
Another time our family went out for dinner. Mason was being squiggly, Maddi was concerned 
about the food, and McKenna was bantering on about the ‘trouble-trio’ of boys in her class. Then 
Mandi and I noticed how a whole family sat at a neighboring table, not a word uttered between 
them because they were all staring down at their phones, the kids included.  
 
On a different occasion, while watching a school vocal concert, I noticed how numerous parents 
were holding up tablets and phones, filming the event. I suppose people want it for future views. 
Yet I wondered to myself, ‘they are missing the moment, the full joy of real life’. I have found 
personally that it is challenging to enjoy a concert while trying to film or photograph it.  
 
So maybe I will get a little pushback on the last scene, as there might be people who want to view 
this event who cannot be there, and I do understand that. But I can remember earlier moments in 
my life, when I was so focused on capturing the event on my phone or camera, that I completely 
missed out on the present moment. In a flash, it was gone. And that is our lives. In a flash, it will 
all be gone… 
 
I wonder if we do this all the time with God… 
Just a thought… 
 
May we take the time to receive the present of the present moment.  
May we fully embrace and appreciate God’s gift of the people in our lives. 
And may we pass over the artificial, and fully enjoy all of the present realities in our lives.  
 
God’s peace and prayers.  
brother ken 
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Council Minutes - March 2016 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

March 8, 2016 
 

Meeting Called to order at 7:00pm 
Opening prayer with Pastor Ken 
 

Members Present: Pastor Ken, Jim Tocko, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Camille Skoug, Dan 
Bjerke and Howard Hanson. 
 

Approval of February council minutes: Approved by Michelle Peaslee and second by Dan Bjerke. 
 

Approval of February Treasurer’s report: Approval by Dan Bjerke and second by Kate Back. 
 

New Business:  Investigating different options for food distribution. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  
 March 12, 2016 Pastor will be attending a conference at UW Eau Claire, called “Walking 

Together”. 
 May 21, 2016 from 7-4pm at Trinity Lutheran there will be a senate assembly. 
 There will be a retreat for 9

th
 through 12

th
 graders, May 13

th
 and 14

th 
  at Luther Park. 

 Soon Pastor will receive his Franciscan Robe. 
 Pastor will be on the Senate Council and on the Advisory board for Wartburg Senate. 

 

Closing Prayer 
Adjournment: 7:30pm 
 

Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 

Birthdays - May 
Scott McLean ........................... 1 
Kay Kruger ............................... 3 
Donna Hanson ......................... 4 
Brian Schadrie ......................... 4 
Collin Higley ............................. 5 
Julie Zingsheim ........................ 6 
Ethan Johnson ......................... 7 
Evan Johnson .......................... 7 
David Back ............................... 8 
Lizzie Cuddy ............................ 8 
Jenna Zingsheim ...................... 9 
Joshua Stendahl .................... 11 
Howard Hanson ..................... 13 
Craig Semingson ................... 13 
Jeanette Tobiason ................. 13 
Sonja Gilbertson .................... 16 
Ethan Pope ............................ 16 
Maria Berge ........................... 17 
Allen Hardy ............................ 17 

Tracy Rogness ....................... 17 
Chuck Thompson ................... 17 
Lenore Heinemann ................ 19 
Janet Cole ............................. 20 
Tammy Koxlien ...................... 20 
Claire Maki ............................. 20 
Gerard Hanson ...................... 21 
Thea Hazelton ....................... 21 
Marian Thronson .................... 21 
Lyle Heck ............................... 22 
Dominic Dregney ................... 23 
Debra Ottestad ...................... 23 
Easton Koxlien ....................... 24 
Dennis Mathson ..................... 24 
DeLaine Nyseth ..................... 24 
George Ross ......................... 24 
Joe Rindal .............................. 25 
Megan Salava ........................ 25 
Jordan Schadrie ..................... 25 

David Schorbahn ....................25 
Dennis Ulberg .........................28 
Nolan Semingson ...................29 
David Kunes ...........................30 
Jacob Olson ...........................30 
Bethany Knudtson ..................31 
Eileen Myren ..........................31 

“May you have all the joy your 
heart can hold, all the smiles a 
day can bring, all the blessings a 
life can unfold. May you have 
God’s best in everything.” 
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Financial Report - March 2016 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

Mar 1 - Mar 5 
General  Fund Contributions .............$910.00 
Expenses .................................... ($1,367.48) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($457.48) 
 
Mar 6 - Mar 12 
General Fund Contributions .......... $5,089.00 
Expenses .................................... ($1,009.17) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $4,079.83 
 
Mar 13 - Mar 19 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,308.34 
Expenses .................................... ($7,490.58) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($4,182.24) 
 
Mar 20 - Mar 26 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,298.00 
Expenses .................................... ($2,816.89) 
Net Income (Loss) ...........................$481.11 
 
Mar 27 - Mar 31 
General Fund Contributions .......... $5,400.52 
Expenses .................................... ($6,317.93) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($917.41) 
 
Total Contributions ...................... $18,005.86 
Total Expenses ......................... ($19,002.05) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($996.19) 
 
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance ........................................ $5,869.37 
 
Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions .............. 111.4% 
Other Contributions ........................... 113.8% 
Benevolences.................................... 100.0% 
General Expense ................................ 91.7% 
Ministry Expenses

1
 ............................ 174.9% 

Office Expenses
2
 ............................... 104.3% 

Pastor Expenses
3
 .............................. 100.7% 

Payroll Expenses
4
 ............................. 104.0% 

Property Expenses
5
 .......................... 141.6% 

Utilities Expense
6
 .............................. 143.9% 

 
Actual Mar Expenses ................ $19,002.05 
Budgeted Mar Expenses .......... $17,491.06 
Percent of Budget Used ................. 108.7% 
 
1
Special occasion bulletins, wafers & palms 

2
Purchased Microsoft Office suite for $40 (valued at 

$809). We had been paying $10.54 per month for 
Office 365. 
3
OLF conference fee 

4
Five extra services for the organist 

5
Stools for CBELC and janitorial supplies 

6
Midwest Gas error: Autopay pulled an extra $595.57 

due to timing of meter reading. 
 
Restricted Fund Accounts 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, March 1 $2,006.83 
Receipts $10.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00)  
Ending Balance, March 31 $2,016.83 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, March 1 $719.29 
Receipts $28.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, March 31 $747.29 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, March 1 $240.76 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, March 31 $240.76 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, March 1 $971.23 
Receipts $166.00 
Disbursements  ($98.50) 
Ending Balance, March 31 $1,038.73 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, March 1 $1,330.82 
Receipts $58.00 
Disbursements  ($340.46) 
Ending Balance, March 31 $1,048.36 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, March 1 $1,798.17  
Receipts $20.00 
Disbursements  ($1325.00) 
Ending Balance, March 31 $493.17 
Window Fund 
Beginning Balance, March 1 $4,223.90 
Receipts $30.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, March 31 $4,253.90 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, March 1 $5,071.15 
Receipts $50.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, March 31 $5,121.15 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

January - March 
    2014    2015    2016   
Contributions 14,227.10 13,332.70 16,684.35 
Expenses 17,311.62 15,946.35 17,768.80 
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Women of the ELCA 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
  
It's beginning to look a lot like Spring! 
  
On Wednesday, May 4, at 9am, please join us for our Annual Ladies' Day Out. We will meet in front of the 
Preschool/Office Entrance and carpool to beautiful Downtown Chippewa Falls, to see their new Specialty 
Shoppes, including the Candy and Ice Cream Shoppes! If we have time and the weather allows, we will 
even cruise by Elegant Irvine Park. We will return after lunch. 
  
There is no General Meeting currently scheduled for June or July. 
  
After I wrote last month's news article, we had two more funerals, so I want to be sure to thank Serving 
Groups 5 and 7; and 8, 10, and 11 for the wonderful jobs they did. I guess we went through almost the 
entire Serving Group List, once again, in April! But we are heartily thanked by those grieving families (and 
by those who ate at the Prayer Breakfast), so I know that this is truly a service to God that we do.  
  
Finally, at Martha Circle Bible Study, yesterday, one of our group activities was to prepare, and share, a 
creative response to the four month Study of the Book of Philippians. Maxine Ulberg wrote a poem - on the 
spot! We were so impressed, that I asked her if I could share it with you, in the Newsletter. She graciously 
agreed, and here it is:  
  
Philippians is a letter from Paul 
With words of encouragement for us all 
Confidence in God - a real beginning 
For Christian citizenship we are winning 
The Easter Gospel, a promise of life 
To keep us from a life of strife 
God will help the anxieties melt 
A life of gratitude we all felt 
   
For those of you that did the Bible study, I think you will agree that this encapsulates all the themes quite 
well. Thank you to Maxine! And Happy Easter everyone! He is risen! 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Sara Heck 
President, ILC WELCA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

True love of self entails a profound acceptance of ourselves-returning to Presence and 

settling into ourselves as we actually are without attempting to change our experience. 

 --Don Richard Richard Riso and Russ Hudson  
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Memorials 

CAROL MAUG (MAR 17) 
General Fund 
Dan & Barb Adams 
Joyce Richards 
Donna Hanson 
Eric & Karen Franson 
Java & Jane Bergerson 
Kurt & Joan Tonn 
Pat Bue & Family; Joan Waskis 
Dave & Clarice Kunferman 
Gerard & Corinne Hanson 
Dean & Carolyn Boehne 
Dave & Colleen Berge 
Paul & Ruth Eide 
Dale & Linda Franson 
Gary & Debbie Ottestad 
Scott & Mary Bjorgo 
David Back & Andrea Volbrecht 
Don & Judy Haukeness 

Darlene Insteness 
Jean Amundson 
Sharon Germann 
Tom & Deb Peterson 
Connie Herman 
Carl & Carmen Holman 
John & Mary Stendahl 
Jim & Cassie Halama 
Carol's Family 
Hamlin Cemetery 
Hensel & Betty Vold 
Music Fund 
Ron & Marlene Onstad 
Jeanette Berg 
Karin Back 
Howard & Ramona Hanson 
Paul & Kathy Anderson 
Carol's Family 
 

Quilting Group 
Richard & Darlene Pederson 
Sunday School 
Randy & Wendy Ottestad & Corrine 
Ottestad 
Robert & Teresa Sisco 
Jake Runkel 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Spencer Bradison 
Tom & Gloria Wagener 
Bob & Joyce Schmidt 
Bill & Julie Kensmoe 
Carmen Ellifson 
Junior & Sue Larson 
Dennis & Nancy Maug 
Tom & Anna Bluem 
Joanne Brion 
Kris & Kelly Oium family 
Carol's Family 

GILMEN MONSON (MAR 23) 
Building Fund 
Corrine Hoff 
Stephen & Kaye Mann 
Creative Beginnings 
Ron & Char Myhers 
General Fund 
Robert & Janet Johnson 

Edward Mahlum 
Jim, Vickie & Jeremy Shermo 
Jacquelyn Bischoff 
Darlene Insteness 
Barbara Larson 
Jean Amundson 
Dale & Linda Franson 
Paul & Ruth Eide 
Clark & Yvonne Williams 

Paul & Mary Gullicksrud 
Eric & Karen Franson 
Donald & Harriet Gilbertson 
Donna Hanson 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Jeff & Jill Koxlien 
Strum Area Food Pantry 
Jean Schroeder 

RICHARD OWENS (MAR 25) 
General Fund 
Howard & Ramona Hanson 
Norma Berge 
Jacquelyn Bischoff 
Ron & Marlene Onstad 
Clarice Bergerson 
Dale & Charlene Olsen 
Allerd Skovbroten & Phyllis Olson 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Dave & Colleen Berge 
Joanne Brion 

Dale & Linda Franson 
Frances Eide 
Dorothy Hulberg 
Dennis & Maxine Ulberg 
Jean Amundson 
Gerald & Jane Bergerson 
Tom & Gloria Wagener 
Duane & Carlene Schultz 
Margaret Hill 
Bill & Julie Kensmoe 
Paul & Mary Gullicksrud 
Hamlin Cemetery 
Hensel & Betty Vold 

Music Fund 
Jeanette Berg 
St. Paul's Cemetery 
Paul & Ruth Eide 
Dave & Marlys Bjorklund 
Sunday School 
Gerard & Corinne Hanson 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Marian Thronson 
Joan Runkel 
Jr. & Susan Larson 

 

JUDY BACK (MAR 18) 
General Fund 
Phyllis Olson 
Robert & Gloria Anderson 
Judy Owens 
Jeff & Jill Koxlien 

ROY AMBLI 
St. Paul's Cemetery 
Dave & Marlys Bjorklund 

ORRIE & JULIA OLSON 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Mike & Rachel Olson 
Bob & Kathy Olson 
Orrine O'Brien 
Geri Bauer 
Joanne Brion 

 

RUTH TRAASETH (FEB 12) 
General Fund 
Robert & Ann Traaseth & Family 
Quilting Group 
Robert & Ann Traaseth & Family 
WELCA 
Robert & Ann Traaseth & Family 
 

Memorial Funds: 
Immanuel Lutheran Church funds: Building, Community Dinners (Village Café), Community Cupboard Food Distribution, 
Creative Beginnings, Daughters of the King/Jr. Daughters, Endowment, Social Concerns, Strum Area Food Pantry, General, 
Library, Music, Sunday School, Window, Youth, WELCA 
 

Cemetery Funds: Hamlin Cemetery, St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum), West Beef River Cemetery 
 

When writing a check, please make the check payable to the individual memorial fund. 
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Worship Assistants 
GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 May 1 Dorothy Hulberg & Edith Olson May 1 Sue Larson  
 May 8 Dave & Colleen Berge May 15 Lois Hulberg 
 May 15 Dan & Sherry Bjerke Robes Ruth Eide  
 May 22 Scott & Lois Bloom Flowers Julia Bjorgo & Betty Vold 
 May 29 Paul & Ruth Eide 
    
READERS  USHERS  

 May 1 Tera Gullicksrud * Kevin Skoug, Josh Skoug, Lucas Wiedrich, 
 May 8  Ethan Maug, Hensel Vold 
 May 15 Erin Maki  
 May 22 Marie Murrell *Denotes Team Captain 
 May 29 Ann Kisor  
   
ACOLYTES  COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 May 1 Mark Tonn May 1 Sunday School 
 May 8 Quinton Schiefelbein May 8   
 May 15 Madisyn Balk May 15 Fellowship Brunch - Michelle Peaslee  
 May 22 Riley Cegielski May 22 Brian & Candace Schadrie, Dan  
 May 29 Skylar Gullicksrud   Myren, and Dawn Hering 
   May 29 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 May 1 Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
 May 15 Jim & Judy Foss 

Community Outreach & Food Programs 
 

COMMUNITY CUPBOARD FOOD DISTRIBUTION (FIRST TUESDAY):  
Tuesday, May 3, 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Last month we served 64 families (161 people). As usual, our doors will open at  4:30 p.m. Parking is 
available on Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the Main entrance on Elm Street and bring a 
basket or tote with you to carry your items. Volunteers are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload the 
truck and set up tables at 9:00 a.m. and/or to help distribute the food and clean up. 

FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH (THIRD SUNDAY):  
Sunday, May 15, 10 a.m. 

COMMUNITY DINNER (FOURTH SUNDAY):  
Sunday, May 22, 2016; 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Tacos & Tamales, Rice, Beans, Chips & Salsa) 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY (FOURTH TUESDAY):  
Tuesday, May 24, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. in the Fireside Room 

COMMUNITY CLOSET: 
Gently used clothing of all sizes; children through adult; available to the public free of charge 
Open during normal office hours: Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

WANTED: Coffee Hour Hosts! Please 
contact the office at (715) 695-3511 if you 
would like to volunteer. Thank you! 
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Luther Park Bible Camp - Weeks 5 and 6 

Planning to send your children to Luther Park Bible Camp this summer? Weeks 5, July 10 - 15, and 6, July 
17 - 22, have been selected for the kids of Immanuel at attend as a group (of, course they still may attend 
any week they wish). Spots fill quickly so please register as soon as possible. Immanuel Lutheran will have 
scholarship money available again this year thanks to the Immanuel Lutheran Endowment Fund’s 
generosity. The amount available to each child will depend on the number of children who register. Luther 
Park also has camperships available for families experiencing financial hardship. For more information on 
registration or camperships, please contact Luther Park (www.lutherpark.org). Michelle also has Luther 
Park campership applications available in the church office. 
 

What’s New at Luther Park 
 
Reminder: The spring work retreat is scheduled for May 6th and 7th. We realize it is the beginning 
of fishing plus other events. Call camp (715-859-2215) or email Keith@lutherpark.org to let him know 
what day/time is most convenient for you or your congregation. All help is very much appreciated!! 
 
Keith reports that three college age girls and three boys are still needed to fill out the summer counselor 
roster. If you or anyone you know is interested, please contact camp or go online and complete an 
application. 
 
Right now, 80 more campers are registered for summer camp compared with last year at the same time. 
That is awesome!! 
 
Luther Park is sponsoring a raffle and tickets are available for purchase. The names of those selling in our 
congregation will be announced soon. A beautiful quilt valued at $1,000, two week-long camperships for 
2017, and a chain saw carved bear will be offered. All proceeds will go toward the ministry at Luther Park 
Bible Camp. 
 
Camp Recharge Dates are: October 14 - 15, 2016; November 4 - 5, 2016; January 6 - 7, 2017; March 3 - 
4, 2017. 
 
Quilt Retreat Dates are: September 15 - 16, 2016; October 20 - 23, 2016; November 10 - 13, 2016; 
February 2 - 5, 2017. 
 
Please also keep these dates in mind: 

 June 4 - Way Club Banquet 
 August 13 - Heart for Luther Park - to include silent auction, quilt auction, chicken dinner, and learn 

the winner of the raffle PLUS purchase raffle tickets to win a pizza party hosted by Dave Dobbs 
(within 40 miles of Luther Park). 

 
We are so thankful for the ministry at Luther Park, for the camp staff, volunteers, and summer staff, for 
parents/churches who send their children to camp, and for the lives that have been changed and will be 
changed after attending Luther Park Bible Camp. Thank you for your continued prayers. 
 
Kay Moen-Urseth 
Member of the Board of Directors 
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Miscellaneous 
HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Home Hospice of HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital in Chippewa Falls announces a free-of-charge Hospice 
Volunteer Training Program. The training will be held at: 
 

St. Joseph’s Hospital 
McDonald Hall Conference Room 

Saturday, May 14 and 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(Lunch will be provided) 

 
Both sessions are required for the training. Volunteers from all walks of life, both male and female, in a 50-
mile radius are needed. Male volunteers are especially encouraged to attend. HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Home Hospice provides a sensitive support system for the terminally ill patient and family, enabling them 
to have dignity and quality of life at home or in a home-like setting. The hospice volunteer offers respite 
care for the family caregivers and companionship to the patient, giving comfort and support where they 
can. Won’t you please consider this awesome volunteer program? If you are undecided about becoming a 
volunteer, we encourage you to attend the training. After completing the training sessions you can then 
decide if you want to become a volunteer or not. If you decide not to become a volunteer, you will find the 
information useful in your own personal lives. If you become a volunteer, you will find the experiences 
rewarding and your time well spent. Pre-registration is required. Please call St. Joseph’s Hospice 1-
800-726-3485 for long distance, or 715-717-7395 for local calls, by May 9, 2016. 
 
VBS DAY CAMP - LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP 
Immanuel Lutheran Church - Strum; August 7 - 12, 2016; 3 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
VBS DAY CAMP…  

… is a Christ-centered camp experience for children going into grades 1 - 6.  
… brings the programs of Luther Park Bible Camp to children in a familiar setting.  
… enhances the whole Christian Education program of the congregations it touches.  
… may replace or supplement Vacation Bible School in the congregation.  
… is a renewing experience not only for the children involved, but also for the adult volunteers.  
… is a unique blend of outdoor ministry and congregational ministry.  
… is fueled by the VBS Day Camp team—a group of caring, committed young adults who are  
     trained to lead Bible Studies, worship, songs, crafts, and recreation. 

 
Please contact ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com for registration information. 

CBELC May 2016 News 

 
BAKE SALE 
The CBELC Pop & Hot Dog Bake Sale will be on 
May 7 from 7:30 until everything is gone. We will be 
offering walking tacos in addition to the hot dogs 
this year. Donations of baked goods for the bake 
sale are always greatly appreciated. If you would 
like to donate, all donations will be needed by 5 
p.m., Thursday, May 5. Baked Goods and 
Volunteer Sign-up sheets are located on Ms. Keri’s 
door. 
 
PRESCHOOL GRADUATION 
CBELC preschool graduation is scheduled for 6 p.m. 
on Friday, May 20. 

 
 
 

FUN DAYS 
May 5 Purple Day 
May 12 Disney Day 
May 19 Game Day 
May 26 Crazy Shoe Day 
 
FIRE AND TORNADO DRILLS 
Fire Drill: 1 minutes and 22 seconds 
Tornado Drill: 4 minutes 
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Daughters of the King 
GREETINGS FROM YOUR RUTH DOK AND REBEKAH AND ESTHER JDOK AT ILC: 
  
April has been busy with the Jrs getting ready to sing with the Sr choir at the Jubilate Deo Spring Choir 
Festival at Eleva Lutheran (April 17). Six of our girls (Annika, Abi, Callen, Maddi, McKenna, and Rosario) 
sang so beautifully it gave me chills up my spine! They sang "This Little Light of Mine". In case you missed 
it, Jeanette Tobiason, our fearless choir director, has asked us to return on Confirmation Sunday. You'll 
have to let us know how we do. 
  
In other news, the Jrs have been working on coloring 40 paper lunch bags for the Provincial (5 states) 
DOK Retreat which will be held in May. They were tasked with designing illustrations of sheep, to match 
the theme of the retreat: "Reflecting on the Lost Sheep". These bags will be used for the going-home-
lunches on the last day. Three of our girls, Rosario, Laney, and McKenna, along with Directress Sara Heck 
and Rosario's Mom Amanda Mora Bates, will all be attending the Spring Retreat over Mothers' Day 
Weekend. They will be driving to Frankfort, IL/Tinley Park, IL. Please keep them in your prayers for a safe 
journey. This is the first time Jr Daughters have ever been invited to this kind of a retreat, as well as the 
first time anyone under the age of 16 has ever been allowed at the Retreat Center (Portiuncula Center for 
Prayer.  

  
 
 

The Jrs. have also been collecting gently used Legos for the Retreat. These will be sent to Legos 4 Africa, 
a non-profit organization in Laguna Beach, CA that re-sorts & re-packages, then sends the Legos to 
refugee schools in Uganda. I recently found out that there are several DOK Chapters in Uganda, too. If you 
have any extra Legos, please join us and bring them to our bin at the Preschool/Office Entrance Door. 
Since we will be bringing the Legos back from the Retreat, you can still bring them, even after Mother's 
Day.  

  
 
 
 

 
In the middle of May, we will have our last regular meeting for the year. At that meeting, we will be sharing 
our finished Prayer Boxes, and pictures of our home Prayer Altars. We have already turned in our 
verification sheets for the Bible Reading Challenge. Just think, over 8 months, all 10 girls read 209 Bible 
verses! Not because they were forced to do so, but because they wanted to....I believe they were moved to 
do so by the Holy Spirit. Now that is powerful! And because of their faithfulness in attendance, and Bible 
Study, and Service to God, and for completing their National Studies they will each be receiving a special 
silver bracelet with beads signifying the things they did...to remind them. 
  
So, ILC, you can be very proud of your Jr Daughters of the King. They are your future, as are all the youth 
and children of the Church. Please acknowledge them when you see them and help them when you can. 
Above all, please keep us all in your prayers. 
  
The next Sr DOK meeting will be Saturday, May 21 @ 1pm in Room 12. All women over 21 are welcome. 
  
for His sake, 
Sara Heck 
DOK President, Ruth Chapter 
JDOK Co-Directress, Rebekah and Esther Chapter 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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