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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

Our WELCA monthly meeting will be on Wednesday, May 3
rd

 at 
1:30 p.m. The program this month is: The voice of the Martyrs. 
Come and find out how Hannelie’s family gave all to serve in 
Afghanistan. 
 

The Confirmation Banquet will be held on Wednesday, May 17 at 
6:30 p.m. Groups 7 and 8 are serving. 
 

We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help 
this year as we are currently two officers short for 2017. We are 
looking for a President and Vice-President, or Co-chairpersons. 
Please prayerfully consider accepting a position on your WELCA 
team. We also need two serving group chairpersons. Serving 
groups 4 and 8 still need someone from their groups to step 
forward and volunteer to serve as chairperson. Please remember 
your WELCA plays an active role in the life of our church, our 
serving groups provide food and service for funerals and special 
events. Our fundraiser, the apple pie project, helps support many 
missions and projects in our church. So, please consider joining our 
small group of dedicated members and officers of our WELCA. 
Why not come to one of our monthly meetings or special events to 
see what we are up to! 

2018 ELCA  
YOUTH GATHERING 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
JUNE 27 - JULY 1 2018 
 
REGISTRATION FEES: 
Early bird registration 
Sep 15 - Nov 15, 2017 - $350 
Regular registration 
Nov 16, 2017 - Feb 15, 2018 - $390 
Late registration 
Feb 16 - May 15, 2018- $440 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE - the application process for assistance 
through the ELCA opens July 15, 2017 and closes when all funds have been 
distributed. Costs listed above do not include meals, transportation or hotel. Youth 
planning on attending the gathering will be participating in fundraisers to cover costs. 
 

This event is open to youth, grades 8 -12 for the 2017 - 2018 school year and 1 adult 
leader over the age of 21 is required for every 7 kids attending at a minimum. Please 
contact Candace Schadrie, Tera Gullicksrud, or Michelle Peaslee for more 
information. We would like a head count no later than May 31, 2017 in order to 
start planning.  

Church office: 715-695-3511 or ilc@triwest.net 
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OMAR ENGEN 
General Fund 
Dean & Carolyn Boehne 
Gary & Corinne Hanson 
Delores Erickson 
Dennis & Maxine Ulberg 
Jim Tocko 
Lois Hulberg 
Carrie Bergerson 
Dorothy Hulberg 
Bill & Julie Kensmoe 
Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
Howard & Ramona Hanson 
Creative Beginnings 
Ed & Judy Olson 
Organ Fund 
Jean Amundson 
Joan Brenengen 
Joyce Schmidt 
Ron & Char Myhers 
Jon & Amy Olson & Family 
Curt, Lois & Scott Bloom 
Dale & Charlene Olsen 
Ellen Heck 

Don & Judy Haukeness 
Hensel & Betty Vold 
Laverne & Ruth Gullicksrud 
Music Fund 
Ken Enger 
Tom & Gloria Wagener 
Women of the ELCA 
Randy & Wendy Ottestad 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Marian Thronson 
St. Paul’s Cemetery 
Ruth Eide 
Don & Sue Rosenthal 

TONY LARSON 
Organ Fund 
Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
Ron & Char Myhers 

CAROL MAUG 
Organ Fund 
Noah Maug 

 
 
 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery 
St. Paul’s Cemetery (Strum) 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Funds: 
Building Fund 
Creative Beginnings 
Daughters of the King/Jr. DOK 
Endowment Fund 
General Fund 
Library 
Music Fund / Organ Repair Fund 
Social Concerns 
Strum Area Food Pantry 
Sunday School 
Tremp. Co. Community Cupboard 
Youth Fund 
WELCA 
 
When writing a check, please 
make the check payable to the 
individual memorial fund. 

Memorials & Honorariums 

We are off on a new way of being together.  Elk Creek and Immanuel have voted positively to be 
yolked together. That means we will have one pastor for the two churches.  Expenses for pastoral 
ministry will be shared according to average attendance which will be 65% for Immanuel and 35% 
for Elk Creek.  There will be a parish committee to decide and recommend matters that pertain to 
our life together. 
 

Linking churches together in parishes has been a powerful trend in all synods. Finances often 
drive the move.  That is part of the  case for us. Also the day of "lone ranger" churches is fading 
because we discover there are many things we can do in mission together which we cannot alone 
and we are in this not just for ourselves but for each other. We are churches in mission. That is 
the highest reason for our existence. What we will be doing in mission together is something we 
discover along the way. 
 

I am concerned that we still limp along financially. Also our attendance ought to be double what it 
is. We have a wonderful congregation with some fine mission efforts. We all need to show up and 
step up to the plate. 
 

It always ticks me off when people say "they always want more money." Who is they!  Isn't it that 
we are in this mission together?  What is with this "they" business? And are we not disciples of 
Christ sent into the world to introduce others to the peace of God and joy of faith? 
 

Jesus promised what is so basic and essential to our life. It is simply about gathering together in 
Jesus' name. He did not mention structure, money, etc. It is about being together in Jesus' name. 
 

Pastor Paul 

MATTHEW 18:20 
 

Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter 2017 
Memorials & Thanksgivings 

Easter Lily Memorials 
Lorraine & Milford Johnson and Vivian & Clifford Ulberg 
 Dennis & Maxine 
Betty & Melvin 
 The Tobiasons 
Avis Maug, Carol Maug, and Carolyn Maug Enger  
 Maug Family 
Carolyn Maug Enger 
 Rob, Valerie, Barrent, & Kari Herman 
Bernice Myren  
 Jeff & Patti Dregney 
My wife, Elaine Nysven  
 Jerry Nysven 
Our Parents: Oscar & Mae Heck and J Genhard & Ruth 
Strand  
 Lyle & Ellen Heck 
Delores Young and Jerry & Marie Lehmeier  
 The Lehmeiers 
Arvid and Vernon Koxlien 
 Florine Koxlien 
Tonya Christine Bjorgo 
 Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
Ingwold & Ruth Myhers  
 Ron & Char Myhers   
Ervin & Dorothy Shermo; Willis & Donna Drangstveit 
Giles & Laura Odell;Victor, LaDonna, Donald & Dale 
Odell; and Robert & Wanda Bockus  
 Jim, Vickie, & Jeremy Shermo 
George Heinemann and Walter Wright 
 Family members 

Easter Lily Thanksgivings 
Our Family  
 Lyle & Ellen Heck 
Jeanette and the Chancel Choir 
 The Lehmeiers 
My parents, Oscar & Lorenza Nysven 
 Jerry Nysven 

Mum Memorials 
Milton Howard and Julie Spitzer 
 Virginia Howard 
Orv Sather and Orlin &Vivian Rongstad 
 Dennis, Carol & Family 
Edgar Hulberg 
 Lois Hulberg 
Ray & Corrine Ottestad and Isedora Nyen 
 Gary & Debra Ottestad 
Robert & Marion Hatcher and Jewel Berge 
 David and Colleen Berge 
Tonya Christine Bjorgo 
 Angela & David Jameson 
 Alex & Annika 
 Gregory & Daphne Bjorgo 
 Julianna & Gabriella 

Mum Thanksgivings 
Family and Friends 
 Jim & Judy Foss 

Organ Fund Memorials 
Orville , Julie, & Grandma (Amanda) Myren  
 Shirley & Dale 
Bernice Myren & Other Family 
 Richard Myren 
Robert & Wanda Bockus 
 Joan Brenengen 

General Fund Memorials 
Lorraine & Milford Johnson and Vivian & Clifford Ulberg 
 Dennis & Maxine 
Cindy Schmidt and Don Hanson 
 Donna Hanson 
Jewel Berge 
 Peter, Rita, & Maria 
Little Maven Brion 
 Great-grandma Joanne Brion 
Carol Maug 
 David Maug 
Paul Eide 
 Ruth 
Harold ‘Tut’ Skoug & Fran Broten 
 June Skoug Grant 
All my loved ones 
 Joanne Brion 
Elmer & Delores Bjorgo and Leonard & Agnes Rindahl 
 Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
Lawrence Gullicksrud and Robert Schmidt 
 Jim & Judy Foss 
 



Announcements 

Scott McLean..................................... 1 
Kay Kruger......................................... 3 
Donna Hanson................................... 4 
Brian Schadrie ................................... 4 
Collin Higley....................................... 5 
Julie Zingsheim.................................. 6 
Ethan Johnson................................... 7 
Evan Johnson .................................... 7 
David Back ........................................ 8 
Lizzie Cuddy ...................................... 8 
Jenna Zingsheim ............................... 9 
Joshua Stendahl .............................. 11 
Howard Hanson ............................... 13 
Craig Semingson ............................. 13 
Jeanette Tobiason ........................... 13 
Titus Underwood ............................. 13 
Sonja Gilbertson .............................. 16 
Ethan Pope ...................................... 16 
Maria Berge ..................................... 17 
Allen Hardy ...................................... 17 

Tracy Rogness ................................ 17 
Chuck Thompson ............................ 17 
Lenore Heinemann ......................... 19 
Janet Cole ....................................... 20 
Tammy Koxlien ............................... 20 
Claire Maki ...................................... 20 
Gerard Hanson ............................... 21 
Thea Hazelton ................................. 21 
Marian Thronson ............................. 21 
Lyle Heck ........................................ 22 
Dominic Dregney ............................ 23 
Debra Ottestad ................................ 23 
Easton Koxlien ................................ 24 
Dennis Mathson .............................. 24 
DeLaine Nyseth .............................. 24 
George Ross ................................... 24 
Joe Rindal ....................................... 25 
Megan Salava ................................. 25 
Jordan Schadrie .............................. 25 
David Schorbahn ............................ 25 

Sue Anderson .................................. 28 
Dennis Ulberg .................................. 28 
Adrian Weaver ................................. 28 
Emmalee Guenther ......................... 29 
Nolan Semingson ............................ 29 
David Kunes .................................... 30 
Jacob Olson ..................................... 30 
Bethany Knudtson ........................... 31 
Eileen Myren .................................... 31 

Page 4 M AY  20 17  

Birthdays - May 

Planning to send your children to Luther Park Bible Camp this summer? Immanuel Lutheran has 
scholarship money available again this year thanks to the Immanuel Lutheran Endowment Fund’s 
generosity - up to $125 per child. Luther Park also has camperships available for families experiencing 
financial hardship. For more information on registration or camperships, please contact Luther Park 
(www.lutherpark.org). Suggested week for attending is June 25 - 30. 
 
Senior Appreciation Sunday is May 7 with Baccalaureate on Wednesday, May 24 at Eleva Lutheran 
Church at 7 p.m. 
 
Confirmation Students: Faith Statements are due no later than Sunday, May 7. The Confirmation 
Banquet will be held on Wednesday, May 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 8th grade Confirmation 
students and their families are asked to RSVP on or before Thursday, May 11. Remember, 7th graders, 
you are required to attend as you will be helping the WELCA serving group serve the dinner to the 8th 
grade students and their families. The Confirmation ceremony will be held during Worship on Sunday, May 
21. 

General Fund Memorials (Continued) 
My wife, Elaine Nysven 
 Jerry Nysven 
Parents: Rudolph & Lillian Olson and Art & Irene Rosem-
baum 
Brother: Jerry Olson 
Daughter: Pamela Olson 
 Edward & Judy Olson 
Robert & Wanda Bockus 
 Joan Brenengen 

 
 

General Fund Thanksgivings 
My parents, Oscar & Lorenza Nysven 
 Jerry Nysven 
My Family 
 Virginia Howard 
Norma Berge  
 Peter, Rita, & Maria 
Our grandchildren: Jocelyn, Mason & Otis 
 Eric & Karen Franson 
Kay Ratajczak 
 June Skoug Grant 
Family and Friends 
 Jim & Judy Foss 



Page 5 T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

Organ Repair - Work in 
Progress 
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 Financial Report - March 2017 
Mar 1 - Mar 4 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,203.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($937.23) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $265.77 
 

Mar 5 - Mar 11 
General Fund Contributions .......... $4,317.00 
Expenses ....................................... ($494.81) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $3,822.19 
 

Mar 12 - Mar 18 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,153.00 
Expenses .................................... ($4,716.06) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($1,563.06) 
 

Mar 19 - Mar 25 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,850.50 
Expenses .................................... ($1,912.73) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $937.77 
 

Mar 26 - Mar 31 
General Fund Contributions .......... $1,556.66 
Expenses .................................... ($5,009.94) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($3,453.28) 
 

Total Contributions ...................... $13,080.16 
Total Expenses ......................... ($13,070.77) 
Net Income (Loss) .............................. $9.39 
 

Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, Mar 1 ............................. $6,500.00 
Loan Advance ................................. 2,100.00 
Balance, Mar 31 ........................... $8,600.00 
 

 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

January - March 
     2015     2016     2017  
Contributions 13,332.70 16,684.35 12,863.98 
Expenses 15,946.35 17,768.80 14,048.71 
 

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ............................ 83.4% 
Other Contributions ......................................... 45.2% 
Benevolences .................................................... 0.0% 
General Operating Expenses ........................ 104.3% 
Ministry .......................................................... 189.7% 
Office ............................................................... 39.8% 
Pastor .............................................................. 53.5% 
Payroll .............................................................. 97.4% 
Property ........................................................... 90.2% 
Utilities ............................................................. 94.7% 

 
Condensed P&L for March 2017 

General Fund Contributions $13,080.16 
Benevolences 0.00 
General 999.30 
Ministry 568.84 
Office 182.96 
Pastor 3,849.88 
Payroll 5,142.57 
Property 383.00 
Utilities 1,944.22 
Total Expenses  13,070.77 
Net Income (Loss)  $9.39 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, Mar 1 $3,397.32 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00)
  
Ending Balance, Mar 31 $3,397.32 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, Mar 1 $342.79 
Receipts $295.50 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Mar 31 $638.29 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, Mar 1 $241.01 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Mar 31 $241.01 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, Mar 1 $1,222.54 
Receipts $30.00 
Disbursements  ($75.00) 
Ending Balance, Mar 31 $1,177.54 

 
 
 
Organ Fund 
Beginning Balance, Mar 1 $1,221.00 
Receipts $8,043.50 
Disbursements  ($1,700.00) 
Ending Balance, Mar 31 $7,564.50 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, Mar 1 $653.06 
Receipts $578.16 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, Mar 31 $1,231.22 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, Mar 1 $36.39
  
Receipts $1,634.25 
Disbursements  ($143.50) 
Ending Balance, Mar 31 $1,527.14 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, Mar 1 $1,004.81 
Receipts $270.00 
Disbursements  ($141.00) 
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Worship assistants brighten our day! 

Thanks for serving! 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, May 2 (First Tuesday) 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - 
Fireside Room 
Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School 
District 
 

COMMUNITY DINNER 
Sunday, May 7 (First Sunday) 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
50553 South 2nd St - Eleva 
 

RUBY’S PANTRY 
Tuesday, May 9 (Second Tuesday) 
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
United Church of Christ 
Corner of HWY 10 and Main St. - Osseo 
 

$20 Cash Donation. Bring two plastic totes 
or boxes for food. No income requirements 
or limitations. Anyone may come. 
 
 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY 
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, May 20 
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - Fellowship 
Hall 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on 
Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the 
office entrance on Elm Street and bring baskets 
or totes with you to carry your items. Volunteers 
are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload 
the trucks and stock shelves and/or to help 
distribute the food and clean up. Handicapped 
accessible. Located downstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please contact Michelle 
Peaslee for more information or to volunteer: 
715-695-3511.  

COMMUNITY DINNER 
Sunday, May 28 (Fourth Sunday) 
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall 
109 Elm St - Strum 
 

Community Outreach Food Programs 

GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 May 7 Kevin & Camille Skoug May 7 Sue Larson 
 May 14 Tom & Gloria Wagener May 21 Lois Hulberg 
 May 21 Dennis & Maxine Ulberg Robes  Ruth Eide 
 May 28 Brad & Lisa Windjue Flowers Julia Bjorgo & Betty Vold 
 
READERS  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
 May 7 Virginia Anderson May 7 Kevin & Camille Skoug 
 May 14 Colleen Berge May 21 Dennis & Maxine Ulberg 
 May 21 Rita Berge  
 May 28 Mary Bjorgo USHERS    
   *Kevin Skoug, Josh Skoug, Hensel Vold, 
ACOLYTES  Lucas Wiedrich & Ethan Maug 
 May 7 Skylar Gullicksrud 
 May 14 Gracie Schadrie  
 May 21 Katelynn Anderson   
 May 28 Ethan Gunderson  
   
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 May 7 End-of-Year Celebration for Sunday School 
  No Coffee Hour 
 May 14 Mother’s Day - Host(s) Needed 
 May 21   Confirmation Sunday - no coffee hour 
 May 28 Host(s) Needed 

Worship Assistants 
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Happy Spring! There are so many new and exciting things happening 
here at Creative Beginnings!  

We were rewarded $1,000.00 grant from “Young Star” for classroom 
improvements this last month. This allowed us to purchase new 
learning toys for the infants and the 1 year olds. Also, we purchased a 
new playhouse and riding toys for the outside play area. The children 
are so excited to have all the new toys arrive. 

Ms. Keri was awarded a scholarship through the Wisconsin T.E.A.C.H program to complete her 
“Directors Credentials”. This will allow the center to raise our star ratings from a 2 star to a 3 star! 

Ms. Keshia will be graduating in August with a degree in “Early Childhood Education”! We are so 
super proud of her! 

Ms. Dusti just announced she is having a “BOY”! She will be having her little bundle of joy in 
September. 

We have also added to our wonderful staff. Please make sure you welcome Ms. Roxie (2-year-old 
teacher), Ms. Jen (3-year-old teacher) and Ms. Jade (1-year-old teacher) when you see them. 
They have brought such joy and happiness to the center. 

This year we also became a part of Osseo – Fairchild High school work program. Ms. Kalleigh 
came to CBELC asking if she could do her work program through our center and we welcomed 
her with open arms. She will be furthering education in the fall at CVTC for Early Childhood 
Education. 
 

CBELC WISH TREE: We have new leaves added to our beautiful tree locate outside the 
upstairs bathrooms. All donations are greatly appreciated.  Wish list items are baby doll clothes, 
Barbie clothes, plastic forks, plastic spoons, plastic bowls (infant room), coloring books, animal 
crackers, colored printer paper, plastic cups, paper towels. 
 

CBELC Financials (March):  
INCOME: $13,717.88 
PAYROLL: $12,006.55 
EXPENESES: $2607.81  
CONTRIBUTION TO CHURCH: $350.00 
PROFIT/LOSS: (-896.48) 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Fundraisers are coming!!! 

May 6
th

 CBELC Bake Sale – Homemade Baked Goods, 
Hotdogs, BBQ sandwiches, Chips, Coffee, Soda and Lemonade. 
Baked Good donations are welcomed. J 

May 22
nd

 Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit Sales- Perfect for the family on the go!  

 

All profits from fundraisers will be used to put new mulch in the play area and do repairs on 
equipment that is required by state licensing. 

CBELC NEWS 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Interim Pastor ................................................................... Rev. Paul Tobiason 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Directors ............................. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
Lead Teacher - Monkey Room ................................................................ Dusti 
Lead Teacher - Lily Pad Room ................................................................ Jade 
Lead Teacher - Busy Bees Room .......................................................... Roxie 
Lead Teacher - Forest Friends Room ........................................ Jen & Keshia 
Assistant .............................................................................................. Kaleigh 
 
Council Members 
President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ..................................................................... Howard Hanson 
Member-at-large .......................................................................... Char Myhers 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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