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November 2015 

To make an 
online donation, 
scan this QR 
code with your 
smartphone to 
be taken to our 
secure donation 
page. 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 
9 AM : Worship 
10 AM: Coffee Hour 
10:15 AM: Sunday School 
11:15 AM: Acoustic Service 

Wednesday 
4 PM: Confirmation 
 
*If you would like to host or 
sponsor a coffee hour, please call 
Michelle in the office at: 
(715) 695-3511. 

If you had a flower garden, resist the urge to cut everything down and 
“tidy-up”.  Leaving the faded plants as-is and letting the birds feed off 
the wilted flower heads will save you labor and time.  If so inclined, 
save the flower heads and plant the seeds next spring and thus 
become known as a “seed saver”.  For those who suspended 
providing food for the birds this summer, you can resume filling your 
bird  feeders.  Although they still have plenty of weed seeds to feast 
on, they seem to garnish your special treats such as suet.  You can 
make your own suet cakes or purchase them at a reasonable cost. 
You can easily mix your own suet by combing of a cup of suet and/or 
peanut  butter with 1/2 cup of cornmeal, birdseed, rolled oats, nuts or 
berries. It is not necessary to have a special feeder for the suet, 
although they are reasonably priced.  Filling 1/2 inch holes drilled in a 
small log with suet and hanging it from the feeder or smearing it on the 
bark of a tree is good enough. Suet attracts a wide variety of birds 
including chickadees, nuthatches, wrens, and assorted woodpeckers.  
Even the juncos, when they return from the north, will feast on your 
offerings. 
 
"See how nature—trees ,flowers’ grass—grows in silence; see the 
stars, the moon, and the sun, how they move in silence…  We need 
silence to be able to touch souls.”  Mother Theresa of Calcutta 

Community Outreach & Food Programs 
 

COMMUNITY CUPBOARD FOOD DISTRIBUTION: 
Tuesday, November 10, 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

Last month we served 58 families (183 people). Doors will open at  4:30 p.m., no 
earlier. Parking is available on Elm Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the 
Main entrance on Elm Street and bring a basket or tote with you to carry your 
items. Volunteers are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload the truck and set 
up tables at 9 a.m. and to help distribute the food and clean up. 

FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH: Sunday, November 15, 10 a.m. 

COMMUNITY DINNER: Sunday, November 22, 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY: Tuesday, November 24, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

COMMUNITY CLOSET: Open Monday - Friday during office hours or by 

appointment; (715) 695-3511 or (608) 863-3580. 
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A Message from Pastor Ken 

T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

The Master said, “Let me ask you: Who is the dependable manager, full of common sense, that 
the master puts in charge of his staff to feed them well and on time? He is a blessed man if when 
the master shows up he’s doing his job. Luke 12: 42-43 Message 
 
In our modern age, we tend to believe that what we have is what we have worked hard to earn. 
What if we acknowledged that God has given us all that we have? What if we acknowledged that 
God has given this charge?  
 
Will you care of what God has given to you and use it to fulfill God’s mission? 
 
The meaning of this phrase, ‘the dependable manager’ pertains to the oversight and faithful 
discernment of the entrusted resources. This is on behalf of someone else, and that someone 
else in our case is God. As managers, we are called to care for, to protect, and to promote that 
which has been entrusted to us. We are not owners of what we have been given. We are 
trustees. We are called to handle and to manage God’s wealth and resources to participate in 
God’s mission to the world.  
 
What if we answered this calling in our lives?  
 
What if we followed our confession that ‘I believe…’ with the practice of Bible study, of daily 
payer, of daily confession, of sharing the good news with our neighbors and friends?  
 
Immanuel is filled with many faithful followers of Christ who engage their faith, and have shared of 
the resources God has given them to support the ministries of our parish. Yet a reality about this 
side of the grave is that many of our faithful followers have gone on to be in the Lord. Their 
regular offerings no longer support the ministries of Immanuel.  
 
Will you make a renewed commitment to support the ministries of Immanuel? 
 
I am truly thankful for all the support that has been given to continue the ministries here at 
Immanuel. God is being worshipped weekly. Infants are baptized. Children are cared for and 
taught about God’s love. Teenagers learn more about faith and bonding in community spirit. 
People are being fed and clothed. People are prayed for and visited. There is a place to honor the 
lives of our members and to hear the Gospel message of God’s love, in moments of death and 
grieving. And we are connected to a larger body of believers carrying out God’s mission of love to 
the world.  
 
Thank you again for your regular attendance, and for your gifts and donations.  
 
Together, we can answer the call God has for our community!  
 
Peace and grace.  
br ken 
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Council Minutes - September 2015 
September 8, 2015 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Opening prayer with Pastor Ken 
 
Members present: Pastor Ken, Michelle Peaslee, Kate Back, Jim Tocko, Camille Skoug, and 
Howard Hanson. 
 
Approval of July 11, 2015 council minutes: Approved 
Approval of semi-annual meeting: Approved  
Approval of Treasure’s Report for July: Approved 
 
Old Business:  

 October 18, 2015 there will be a 100 year celebration brunch following worship service. 
 Assistant Bishop John Sutherland will be joining, for the celebration. 
 December 16, 2015 the church will the having their Christmas dinner. The Foss and 

Gullicksrud families will be preparing the meal. 
 The window project is at final stretch of being completed. 

 
New Business:  

 Council will be changing its meeting date from the second Tuesday of each month to the 
second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m., starting in October.  

 The church is in need of ushers, greeters, readers, etc. If interested please contact the 
office. 

 
Pastor’s Report:  

 Confirmation is in full swing, meeting every Wednesday at 4 p.m.  
 Pastor has been busy preparing for many funerals in the last couple months. 
 Second service has had a great outcome of interest. 

 
Closing Prayer 
Adjournment: 8:00 p.m. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 

Where have you been? 
Sometimes women can be overly suspicious of their husbands. When Adam stayed out very late 
for a few nights, Eve became upset. "You're running around with other women," she charged. 
"You're being unreasonable," Adam responded. "You're the only woman on earth." The quarrel 
continued until Adam fell asleep, only to be awakened by someone poking him in the chest. It was 
Eve. "What do you think you're doing?" Adam demanded. “I’m counting your ribs."  
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Financial Report - September 2015 

Sep 1 - Sep 5 
General  Fund Contributions ............ $710.00 
Expenses ..................................... ($1,109.51) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($399.51) 
 
Sep 6 - Sep 12 
General Fund Contributions .......... $4,742.00 
Expenses ..................................... ($4,472.09) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $269.91 
 
Sep 13 - Sep 19 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,317.00 
Expenses ..................................... ($4,918.06) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($1,601.06) 
 
Sep 20 - Sep 26 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,475.00 
Expenses ........................................ ($426.98) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $2,048.02 
 
Sep 27 - Sep 30 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,575.64 
Expenses ..................................... ($5,266.19) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($2,690.55) 
 
Total Contributions ...................... $13,819.64 
Total Expenses .......................... ($16,192.83) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($2,373.19) 
 
Liabilities 
Loan Balance Due* .................... $13,279.00 
 
Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ................ 98.4% 
Other Contributions ............................. 70.0% 
Benevolences ...................................... 50.0% 
General Expense................................. 97.5% 
Ministry Expenses ............................... 29.2% 
Office Expenses .................................. 66.7% 
Pastor Expenses ............................... 101.5% 
Payroll Expenses............................... 100.9% 
Property Expenses .............................. 77.1% 
Utilities Expense ................................ 102.9% 
 
Actual Sep Expenses ................ $15,903.83 
Budgeted Sep Expenses .......... $16,780.92 
Percent of Budget Used ................... 94.8% 
 
*On October 27, 2015, we had to borrow an 
additional $2,900 against our Line-of-Credit to 
meet expenses. Current amount due: 
$16,179.00. 
 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, September 1 $474.63 
Receipts $120.00 
Disbursements  ($350.00)  
Ending Balance, September 30 $244.63 
Chapel Fund 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $70.00 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $70.00 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $151.01 
Receipts $21.00 
Disbursements  ($34.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $164.01 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $319.14 
Receipts $0.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $319.14 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $746.09 
Receipts $130.00 
Disbursements  ($85.85) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $790.24 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $772.24 
Receipts $68.00 
Disbursements  ($154.65) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $685.59 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $421.85  
Receipts $340.00 
Disbursements  ($119.88) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $641.97 
Window Fund 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $6,234.20 
Receipts $20.00 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $6,254.20 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, September 1 $1,564.15 
Receipts $85.91 
Disbursements  ($0.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $1,650.06 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

January - September 
    2013    2014    2015   
Contributions 14,406.16 14,674.45 15,093.59 
Expenses 16,220.54 16,101.25 16,054.95 
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Birthdays - November 

Austin, Stephanie ................. 01   
Insteness, Darlene ............... 01   
Hoff, Corrine ........................ 02   
Ness, David ......................... 02   
Kensmoe, Dana ................... 03   
Runkel, Evan ....................... 05   
Hering, Gracie ..................... 07   
Windjue, Paul ...................... 07   
McLean, Gwendolyn ............ 08   
Halverson, Donald ............... 09   
Cox, Kenneth ....................... 10   
Grant, Peter ......................... 11   
Bates, Trisan ....................... 13   
Maki, Erin............................. 13   
Ottestad, Corrine ................. 13   
Bradison, Spencer ............... 15   
Gullicksrud, Brian ................. 15   
Bates, Kayla ........................ 16   
Franson, Myrtle .................... 16   
Larson, Jennie ..................... 16   

Rupnick, Mark ..................... 16   
Taylor, Madelyn ................... 17   
Vold, Betty ........................... 17   
Schlink, Lyn ......................... 18   
Glenz, Joel .......................... 19   
Windjue, Laney ................... 19   
Guenther, Wilmer ................ 21   
Thronson, Lisa .................... 21   
Johnson, Ryan .................... 23   
Rindal, Ashdyn .................... 23   
Runkel, Jeffrey .................... 23   
Pire, Norma ......................... 24   
Runkel, Jacob ..................... 24   
Brenengen, Joan ................. 25   
Stendahl, Jay ...................... 26   
Boehne, Carolyn.................. 27   
Franson, Merlyn .................. 27   
Ryskoski, Hunter ................. 27   
Ryskoski, Aspen .................. 27   
Matuska, Curtis ................... 28   

IN MEMORY OF TERRY FENSKE 
General Fund 
Margaret Severson 
Norma Berge 
Paul & Ruth Eide 
Darlene Insteness 
Dorothy Hulberg 
Dale & Linda Franson 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Lois Hulberg 
Frances Eide 
Yvonne Williams 
Jean Amundson 
Dean & Carolyn Boehne 
Marian Thronson 
George & Lois Johnson 
Gerald & Roxie Fenske 
Mike & Judy Berg 
Wes & Jean Nelson 
Dale & Mary Pederson 

West Beef River Cemetery 
Joanne Brion 
Clarice Bergerson 
Joan Brenengen   
Joyce Schmidt 
George & Lenore Heinemann 
Ron & Marlene Onstad  

Window Fund 
Ruth & LaVerne Gullicksrud 

Taylor, McKenna ................. 29   
Windjue, Lisa....................... 29   

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD OLSON 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
Ron & Char Myhers 

Hamlin Cemetery 
Betty Vold 

General Fund 
Jeanette Berg 
Lois Hulberg 
Yvonne Williams 

Window Fund 
LaVerne & Ruth Gullicksrud 

 
MEMORIAL FUNDS 

Immanuel Lutheran Church funds: Building, 
Chapel, Community Dinners (Village Café), Creative 
Beginnings, Daughters of the King/Jr. Daughters, 
Endowment, Strum Area Food Pantry, General, 
Library, Music, Sunday School, Window, Youth, 
WELCA 
 
Cemetery Funds: Hamlin Cemetery, St. Paul’s 
Cemetery (Strum), West Beef River Cemetery 

When writing a check, please make the 
check payable to the individual memorial 
fund. 

“May you have all the joy 
your heart can hold, all the 
smiles a day can bring, all 
the blessings a life can 
unfold. May you have God’s 
best in everything.” 
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Daughters of the King 

Greetings From your ILC Daughters and Junior Daughters of the King! 
   
In October, the Junior Daughters made paper pumpkins 
from scrapbook paper, which they delivered to Crystal 
Manor/Strum Rehab Center. We got to visit with one of our 
Jrs' Grandmother, as well as see how the Blessing Stone 
was doing (we left it during the Prayer Walk in September). 
  
They sang "The Psalm That Swings" at the 100th Birthday 
Celebration Service, for the Brick Sanctuary on Sunday, 
October 18, 2015. The girls had so much fun twirling those 
colorful  rhythmic ribbons! I think they looked pretty good, 
too. They have been asked to sing again at the 
Thanksgiving Eve Service in Eleva. This time they 
will have a special part with  the Senior Choir. 
  
On Saturday, October 31, the Junior Daughters will 
sponsor an All Saints' Eve/el Dia de los Muertos Party in 
the Parish Hall. They want to show that you CAN have fun 
in church, and also that, with Christ, you don't need to be 
afraid. 
  
We will all be helping to decorate the Advent Tree 
November 28. Can you believe that the next day will be the 
first Sunday in Advent?!!  Then, On Friday, December 11, 
from 5pm - 10pm, the girls will be offering a Christmas 
Shoppers' Special Babysitting Night for children ages 2 
1/2 (and potty-trained) to age 6!!! This evening will include 
a pizza meal and a movie, plus crafts and games for your 
little ones. Junior Daughters of the King are not allowed to 
have fundraisers, so we will not be charging for this Service 
Project. If you feel moved, there will be a free-will donation 
basket available. 
  
Our regular Junior meetings are held twice a month at Church, usually the 2nd and 3rd Wednesdays, 
at 3:30pm. There is a 2nd group of girls, confirmation age and older, who are meeting on the Sundays 
after the regular meetings, at 11:30am, in Room 12 at Church. In November, that means Nov. 11 & 18 
for the regular group & Nov. 15 & 22 for the older group. All girls are welcome to all Service Project 
Events, like visiting the Nursing Home, working at the All Saint's Party, trimming the Advent Tree, or 
serving at the Village Cafe. And we are growing!! we have 5 new members (called Daughters-in-
Waiting or DIW) since September. We hope to have an Admission Service by early December. 
  
If you feel Called to be a Senior or Junior Daughter, please call the Church Office @ 715-695-3511 or 
Sara Heck @ 715-695-3229 for more information. 
  
for His sake 
Sara Heck 
President Ruth Chapter DOK 
Co-Directress Rebekah and Esther JDOK 

Strum Area Health & Rehab center 

100th Anniversary Celebration 
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Worship Assistants 
GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 Nov 1   Nov 1 Debbie Peterson 
 Nov 8 Dennis & Maxine Ulberg  Nov 15 Jeanine Windjue 
 Nov 15 Tom & Gloria Wagener   
 Nov 22 Matthew & Ronnette Nelson  Robes Jean Amundson 
 Nov 29 Dave & Colleen Berge  Flowers Pat Runkel 
READERS  ACOLYTES 
 Nov 1 Ann Kisor  Nov 1 Steven Rupnick 
 Nov 8 Brian Schadrie  Nov 8 Gary Rivard 
 Nov 15 Jodie Semingson  Nov 15 Mark Tonn 
 Nov 22 Sara Heck  Nov 22 Gracie Hering 
 Nov 29 Jim Tocko  Nov 29 Juan Mora Bates 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS USHERS 
 Nov 1 Dean & Carolyn Boehne  *Jim Tocko, Dave & Koby Back, Tyler Back,  
 Nov 15 Scott & Mary Bjorgo  Paul Eide, Howard Hanson, and George  
    Johnson 
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 Nov 1 Eric & Karen Franson, Bob & Lyn Schlink, and David & Jean Herman 
 Nov 8 Immanuel Lutheran Bell Choir 
 Nov 15 Fellowship Brunch and Fair Trade Coffee Sales 
 Nov 22 Daughters of the King 
 Nov 29 The Taylor Family 
 

Endowment Fund News 
 

The purpose of the Immanuel Lutheran Endowment Fund is to provide money for outreach ministries of 
this congregation which are not included in the current operating budget. No portion of the income 
generated by the I.L.E.F. shall be used for current operating or budgeted benevolence expenses. In 
January the Endowment Fund will again be distributing five percent of the assets according to the funds 
bylaws.  Endowment Funds may be requested for: 
 

 The purpose of attending a post-high school Lutheran education program 
 Church related camp or leadership conference 
 Training enabling members of the congregation to grow in their faith and service to God’s 

people 
 Church youth outreach programs outside the current operating budget 
 Social service agencies/institutions/programs designed for people in our community who are in 

spiritual or economic need 
 ELCA educational institutions and ministries 
 Synod ministry requests 
 World Hunger, World Missions, Mission outreach and other partnership ministries through the 

ELCA. 
 
Request forms are available in the church narthex.  All forms are due back to the church office by 
December 25, 2015.  Questions in regards to the Endowment Funds may be directed to the 
members of the committee: Tom Wagener, Vickie Hanson, Craig Cegielski, Karin Back, Dan Myren 
 
The Endowment Committee 

Coffee Hour Hosts are needed for the 
month of December. Please contact the 
office at (715) 695-3511 if you would like to 

volunteer. 

Thank you! 
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Page 9 T HE CHUR CH M ESSE NGER  

Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
October has been a very busy month! We started out baking and 
selling 384 homemade apple pies! Over the course of 3 days, there 
were more than 40 dedicated men and women who rolled up their 
sleeves and turned out those wonderful pies in true assembly-line 
fashion! A special thank you must go to Lois Hulberg, for 
chief organizing behind the scenes; to Ruth Eide calling people to 
work; Judy Foss organizing the pie sign-up sheets; Jean Nelson 
picking up the apples; Colleen Berge organizing the pie pick-ups; 
Carolyn Boehne, Kitchen chief; Chairs of Groups 1 & 13, Joan 
Brenengen & Debbie Peterson, for organizing the luncheons; and 
Michelle & Ronnette Nelson, who quietly stand behind everything!    
  
Our Wednesday, November 14 General Meeting will be at 1:30pm. 
We will be discussing programs for 2016, approving some 
Constitution updates, and finishing the vote for our 2016 slate of 
officers. 
  
Sunday, November 22 is Thankoffering Sunday. Please remember to 
bring your yearly Thankoffering, to be placed in a Special Basket 
during Worship that day. This offering goes to support the national 
ELCA, as well as the national Women of the ELCA programs and services, and to reach out in 
worldwide ministry.  
 
Don't forget that you now have a nursery service available to you during the 9am Worship Service. 
Mary Lewis will be available for children ages 4 and under, in case they need a break, or their parents 
need a break, to enjoy the Service. WELCA is pleased to underwrite this for our parents.  
  
Wednesday, December 2, at 11am, WELCA will be presenting a Christmas Luncheon. Our Guest 
Speaker will be Dave Kival, "with accordion music for all occasions," from Dodge, Wisconsin. All are 
welcome. 
  
Thank you, this month, to Serving Groups 2, 5, 10, and 4 & 11 for serving at October funerals; and to 
Groups 1 & 13, who served for the Apple Pie Project luncheons. Your service is noticed and 
appreciated. 
  
As Co-President of WELCA, I was pleased to sign and present 14 Bibles to the Third Grade Sunday 
School Class, plus 4 more to new 4th & 5th Graders. This was done at the 100th Anniversary/Birthday 
Celebration of the Brick Sanctuary, on October 18, 2015. Every year we are pleased to donate these 
Bibles to the Third Grade Sunday School Class.   
  
Yours in Christ, 
Sara Heck 
co-president WELCA 



Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Pastor ..................................................................................... Rev. K D Taylor 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Directors ............................. Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center 
Director ...................................................................................... Keri Whitwam 
Lead Teacher—Monkey Room ................................................. Teresa Owens 
Lead Teacher—Lily Pad Room .................................................... Dusti Miland 
Lead Teacher - Busy Bees Room ............................................... Mandi Taylor 
Lead Teacher—Forest Friends Room .............................. Keshia Zimmerman 
Assistant Teacher .......................................................................... Mary Lewis 
 
Council Members 
President ......................................................................................... Jim Tocko 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Member-at-large ............................................................................. Dan Bjerke 
Member-at-large ..................................................................... Howard Hanson 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Camille Skoug 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We 

are a church family of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, who as disciples of Christ, 

are gathered together to embrace, 

encourage, and extend faith, hope, 

and love in Christ. Embrace, 

encourage, and extend: these three 

descriptive words sum up the 

mission of our congregation in 

following the command of Christ to 

love one another. Through worship, 

education, fellowship, and service, 

we share that love for each other 

and our community so that lives 

may be enriched and faith 

strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran 

Church is a congregation that is 

steeped in history while also 

engaging the context of the village 

of Strum, the community as a 

whole, and the world. Come and 

see! There is a place for you! 
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