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WELCA News 
By Karen Franson, Mission Growth Officer 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, November 1
st
 at 1:30 pm. 

We will have a business meeting and a discussion about the 
programs for 2018. We will also be going through the WELCA 
annual Yearbook and making changes and corrections. 
 

Sunday, November 19
th
 is our annual Thankoffering Service. A 

basket will be placed in front of the altar. Envelopes were not 
provided this year; a plain white one may be used or funds may be 
placed directly into the basket. As we give our Thankofferings 
today, we share in a tradition that goes back at least to the 1800s 
when Christian women formed “mite” or “cent” societies to support 
missions of the church. 
 

Our annual Christmas dinner and program will be December 6
th
 at 

11:00 am. Eleanor Nelson from Brackett will be joining us for the 
program. She is blind but still enjoys singing and performing on her 
accordion and entertaining audiences. Eleanor was ten when she 
began playing the accordion. At first she hated the instrument, but 
learned to love playing it, and is very thankful for her gift today. 
Eleanor and her husband, Bruce, have written several songs 
together, and she has over twenty-two Christmas songs in her 
repertoire.  

Stewardship of God’s Earth 
By Jim Tocko 

Bits and Pieces: 
 

Not necessary to clean out your bird houses because birds will use them 
for shelter during the winter. This is the time of the year to check with 
nurseries on end of the year perennial closeouts.  Some communities are 
restricting permits for tiny homes for a variety of reasons.  Wind 
generation is gaining serious thought by states.  It may not be the 
ultimate solution to our energy demands, but every bit helps.  Continue 
your efforts to reuse, recycle, reduce, refuse and rot.  Gary at the 
recycling center cannot believe the amount of recycling material Strum 
residents generate.  It is time to prep your heating system (turn off power 
to your air conditioner); clean out rain gutters; winterize, clean and 
protect summer equipment; ensure snow equipment is in good working 
condition, and berm tender garden plants. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving. 
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From the Pastor 
By Pastor Valerian Ahles 

Coming Alongside 
 
In just a couple of weeks I will be “coming alongside” you—the disciples of Jesus Christ of 
Immanuel-Elk Creek United Lutheran Parish. I am coming to be your Pastor because the Holy 
Spirit through YOU has called me to accompany you as you walk in this life as disciples of our 
Lord. This calls to mind the story in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 24, where two disciples are 
walking on their way to their home in Emmaus and a stranger, Jesus, comes alongside them and 
helps them to believe that he is always with them to accompany them on their journey through life. 
As Jesus breaks bread with them, their eyes are suddenly opened to see the presence of Christ. 
As I “come alongside” you, I hope and pray that the presence of Christ will open our eyes to the 
love, grace and compassion of God in our lives.  
 
I think of this as ACCOMPANIMENT. It means that we are not alone as we walk by faith.  The 
disciples of Jesus after his death find comfort as they gather together struggling to understand 
what’s suppose to happen after their friend was so violently taken from them. They gather 
together in a room behind locked doors because they are afraid, and find ACCOMPANIMENT 
with each other.  Especially in times of grief and sorrow, being together is absolutely necessary. 
Two of Jesus’ disciples were accompanying each other as they walked to Emmaus. The 
fishermen, Peter, James, John and some of the other disciples go fishing together so they can be 
with each other. These are some of the episodes of ACCOMPANIMENT that the scriptures record 
of Jesus disciples after his death.  
 
So it is with little wonder then, that Jesus accompanies them on their journey through their grief 
and sorrow and on into the life he has called them to live as his disciples. --Jesus appears to the 
disciples behind locked doors and declares God’s peace for them and gives them a mission to 
forgive sins in the world. --Jesus welcomes the disciples to his fish fry on the shore after they had 
caught nothing all night. --Jesus walks along with the two disciples walking to Emmaus and helps 
them to understand the scriptures and breaks bread with them so that their eyes are opened to 
his ACCOMPANIMENT with them.  And even after Jesus ascends into heaven he does not leave 
them alone.  
 
Together again in that upper room in prayer, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit upon them with tongues 
of fire, giving them the strength and courage to boldly proclaim the forgiveness of sins to the ends 
of the earth. They are not left alone. God’s Holy Spirit accompanies them on their way. So it is for 
us as believers and followers of Jesus Christ.  
 
As I “come alongside” you as your new pastor, a stranger, I hope and pray that the Holy Spirit will 
direct and guide our time together as we walk in prayer, praise, thanksgiving, breaking of the 
bread, and offering our gifts at the altar; because God so loved the world that be gave Jesus to be 
with us forever. Therefore, as I “come alongside” Immanuel-Elk Creek United Lutheran Parish, let 
us come together in an act of ACCOMPANIMENT with each other, so that, as we learn more 
about each other and the Lord our God, we will enjoy life forever in the company of the saints.       

                                                                                 
      Pastor Ahles     
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Meeting Minutes 
Immanuel Lutheran Church Council 
September 19, 2017 
Opening prayer 
 
Council member’s present: Pastor Lowell, Kate Back, Vickie Hanson, Peter Berge, Mark Rogness 
and Jenny Tollesfson. Council member’s absent: Char Myers 
 
Approval of August council minutes: Approved by Mark Rogness and second by Peter Berge. 
Approval of August Treasure’s report: Approved by Kate Back and second by Mark Rogness. 
 
Old Business: 

 For the new database we will need to update phone numbers, emails, and household 
composition. It will be posted in the October newsletter.  

 New phone system for church has not been installed yet, possibly being done the end of 
August. Will be calling for an update. 

 
New Business: 

 Elevator repairs will be done by All Star Elevator. Route maintenance, replace travel 
cable and new board for w/c lift door opener. Repairs will be paid by Western Dairyland. 

 Sunday school will be from September 17
th 

2017 till May 6
th
 2018. 

 Open house for parsonage is being held on September 24, 2017. Council is asked to 
walk through and see what repairs need to be done. 

 Recommendation made from Pastor Lowell and Tom Wagener to change constitution, 
to the standard model constitution. Approved by Peter Berge and second by Mark 
Rogness. 

 
Pastor’s Report: 

 Conducting many funerals 
 Every Wednesday doing Confirmation and adult bible study 
 Spending time with shut-ins, visiting people at hospitals and nursing homes 
 September 21, 2017 will be attending a workshop on Apps, keeping up with technology. 
 In October Pastor will be attending two workshops.  Council and being a leader and 

Boundaries in the work place. 
 
Adjournment: 8:00pm 
 

Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back 

Special Congregation Meeting 
 

Sunday, September 10, 2017 - 10:00am 
 

Vickie Hanson called meeting to order. Tom Wagener and Brian Schadrie explained some back-
ground on the pastoral candidate and took questions. Written ballot was taken and passed by 
more than two-thirds vote. (79-yes, 1-no and 1-maybe). Motion made to extend the call to Pastor 
Valerian Ahles: Approved by Vickie Hanson and second by Colleen Berge. Adjournment: 10:30am 
 

Warmest Regards, 
Kate Back  
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Meeting Minutes (continued) 

Special Council Meeting  
October 2, 2017 
7:00pm 
Opening prayer 
 

Council member’s present: Pastor Lowell, Kate Back, Vickie Hanson, Char Myhers, Peter Berge, 
Mark Rogness and Jenny Tollefson. Special guest: Tom Wagener 
 

November 5, 2017, we will be holding a brunch for the outgoing Pastor.  
Rev. Valerian Ahles’ first day will be November 16, 2017 with November 19, 2017 being his first 
worship service at  
ILC. Installation service will be held November 26, 2017 at 2:00pm. 
 

Pastor Ahles chose not to live in the parsonage in Strum. We have four options. 
 Do nothing – Leave it empty and pay utilities 
 Caretaker – Caretaker maintains church property in exchange for living in parsonage, 

responsible for paying own utilities. 
 Rent it – Lose tax exemption status on parsonage. Taxes would be estimated at $2,500 

(per village clerk). Rent estimated at $800 - $1,000 per month. Renters pay utilities. 
 Sell it – Char Myhers made a motion to take this one off the table and Kate Back sec-

ond it. 
 

A couple in the congregation has expressed that they would be interested in being caretakers/
renters for the parsonage. Motion made to contact them for further discussion by Peter Berge; 
second by Vickie Hanson. 
 

Adjournment: 8:00pm 
 

Warmest Regards,  
Kate Back 

Announcements 

All Saints Day Service on Sunday, November 5 - Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In and 
Soon and Very Soon are two songs we will sing as a part of the All Saints Day Service. A special 
invitation goes out to all those who have lost loved ones during this past year. An invitation is also 
extended to children and youth to march with musical instruments to these gathering and sending 
songs.  
 

Turn your clocks back for November 5 - Daylight Saving Time (United States) 2017 began on 
Sunday, March 12, 2am, and ends on Sunday, November 5, 2am. Fall back one hour at the end 
of daylight saving time. 
 

Blessing for Veterans on Sunday, November 12 - A prayer of remembrance for veterans 
will be offered on this Sunday closest to Veterans Day. Special invitation goes to veterans! 
 

Blessing for Hunters before Deer Season on November 12 - A blessing of hunters before 
the deer season will be offered on the Sunday before the start of the deer season gun hunt. A 
special invitation is extended to deer hunters to wear orange that Sunday! 
 

The Rev. Valerian Joseph Ahles to start November 16.  Installation will be November 26, 
2pm, at Strum with dinner following service. Give the new pastor and his wife,Christine, a warm 
welcome to the congregation and to the parish. 
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Memorials 

RACHEL OLSON 
General Fund 
Michael Olson 
Ron & Marlene Onstad 
Organ Fund 
Friends & Family 
West Beef River Cemetery 
Michael Olson 
ELLEN HECK 
General Fund 
Marie Murrell 
Dave & Colleen Berge 
Randall & Catherine Johnson 
Organ Fund 
Dr. Rev. Barbara Heck 
Dean & Carolyn Boehne 
Nancy McLemore 
Rose Marie Babin 
Susan Clayton 
Lydia Babin 
Darlene Engquist 
Dale & Marilyn Hoffman 
 

West Beef River Cemetery 
Robert & Anita Nims 
Norman & Barbara Crawford 
Spruce Elementary School 
CONNIE DAVIDSON 
General Fund 
Don & Judy Haukeness 
Jean Amundson 
Clarice Bergerson 
Lois Hulberg 
Clark & Yvonne Williams 
John & Mary Stendahl 
Music Fund 
Jeanette Berg 
Organ Fund 
Jarvis & Roxie Holstad 
LYMAN GUNEM 
General Fund 
Dean & Carolyn Boehne 
DENNIS MAUG 
General Fund 
Nancy Maug 
Friends & Family 

JERRY EIDE 
General Fund 
Gerald & Jane Bergerson 
Howard & Ramona Hanson 
Ruth Eide 
 

LENORE HEINEMANN 
General Fund 
Dave & Colleen Berge 
 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Immanuel Lutheran Church: 
Building Fund, Daughters of the 
King/Jr. DOK, General Fund, 
Library, Music Fund / Organ Repair 
Fund, Social Concerns, Sunday 
School, Youth Fund 
 
When writing a check to the 
following funds, please make the 
check payable to the individual 
fund or organization, not to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
 
Creative Beginnings Early  Learning 
Center (CBELC), Endowment Fund, 
Strum Area Food Pantry, Tremp. 
Co. Community Cupboard, WELCA 
 
Cemetery Funds: 
Hamlin Cemetery, St. Paul’s 
Cemetery (Strum), West Beef River 
Cemetery 

Lenore Heinemann Rachel Olson Ellen Heck Connie Davidson 

Immanuel to host Thanksgiving Eve Service on November 22, 7pm 
To be sure the whole year is filled with thanksgiving. But Thanksgiving is designated for a special 
time of praise to God for the rich blessings of the past year. Come with grateful hearts to our area 
Thanksgiving Service hosted this year by Strum! 
 

Constitution Update - The council voted at its October 10 meeting to bring the constitution update 
to the January annual meeting for approval. Email the church office to obtain an electronic copy. A 
limited number of hard copies are available in the entryway.  
 

Pastor Bolstad to use allotted vacation November 6-15 
In matters of some urgency, contact Pastor Bob Castro of Eleva Lutheran at 715.287.4231, 
elevalc@triwest.net. Pastor Paul Oppedahl of Chippewa Falls will supply preach on November 12.  

 

Pastoral etiquette for a departing pastor - After Pastor Bolstad leaves our parish, he will not 
be available to conduct or even participate in events such as funerals, weddings, hospital calls, 
emergency calls, or any other functions normally carried out by a pastor.  

mailto:elevalc@triwest.net
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 Financial Report - September 2017 
Sep 1 - Sep 2 
General Fund Contributions ............. $235.00 
Expenses ............................................. (0.00) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $235.00 
 

Sep 3 - Sep 9 
General Fund Contributions .......... $5,095.00 
Expenses ...................................... (3,398.95) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,695.05 
 

Sep 10 - Sep 16 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,839.00 
Expenses ...................................... (3,917.37) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($1,078.37) 
 

Sep 17 - Sep 23 
General Fund Contributions .......... $3,529.00 
Expenses ...................................... (1,691.22) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,837.78 
 

Sep 24 - Sep 30 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,135.45 
Expenses ...................................... (4,343.62) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($2,208.17) 
 

Total Contributions ...................... $13,832.45 
Total Expenses ........................... (13,351.16) 
Net Income (Loss) .......................... $481.29 
 
Liabilities (Line-of-Credit) 
Balance, September 30 ............... $6,500.00 
 

 
 
 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 

January - September 
   2015   2016   2017  
Contributions 15,093.59 15,711.76 13,134.05 
Expenses 16,054.95 16,482.24 13,399.37 
 

Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance 
General Fund Contributions ............................ 85.7% 
Benevolences .................................................. 0.00% 
General Operating Expenses

1
 ....................... 276.2% 

Ministry ............................................................ 48.9% 
Office ............................................................... 34.4% 
Pastor .............................................................. 58.4% 
Payroll .............................................................. 90.1% 
Property ........................................................... 49.6% 
Utilities ............................................................. 62.5% 
1 
Quarterly insurance payment made in the amount of 

$2,224.75. 
 

Condensed P&L for September 2017 
General Fund Contributions $13,832.45 
Benevolences 0.00 
General 2,287.13 
Ministry 154.62 
Office 215.59 
Pastor 4,202.42 
Payroll 5,043.44 
Property 165.25 
Utilities 1,282.71 
Total Expenses  13,351.16 
Net Income (Loss)  $481.29 

Restricted Fund Accounts 
 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, September 1 $4,548.82 
Receipts 45.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $4,593.82 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $65.60 
Receipts 30.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $95.60 
Library Fund 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $241.13 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $241.13 
Music Fund 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $1,394.00 
Receipts 425.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $1,818.00 

 
 
 

Organ Fund 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $2,368.20 
Receipts 35.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $2,403.20 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $998.32 
Receipts 57.00 
Disbursements  (145.20) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $910.12 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, September 1 $727.70 
Receipts 420.00 
Disbursements  (235.09) 
Ending Balance, September 30 912.61 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, September 1 $5,329.27 
Receipts 251.00 
Disbursements  (303.12) 
Ending Balance, September 30 $5,277.15 
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Worship assistants brighten our day! 

Thanks for serving! 

COMMUNITY DINNER (ELC) 
Sunday, November 5 (First Sunday) 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Eleva Lutheran Church 
50553 South 2nd St - Eleva 
 

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY 
Tuesday, November 7 (First Tuesday) 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - 
Fireside Room 
 

Serves residents of the Eleva-Strum School 
District 
 

RUBY’S PANTRY (UCC - OSSEO) 
Tuesday, November 14 (Second 
Tuesday) 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
United Church of Christ 
Corner of HWY 10 and Main St. - Osseo 
 

$20 Cash Donation. Bring two plastic totes 
or boxes for food. No income requirements 
or limitations. Anyone may come. 
 
 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COMMUNITY 
CUPBOARD (TEFAP):  
Saturday, November 18 

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Third Saturday) 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum - Fellowship 
Hall 

Doors open at 2 p.m. Parking is available on Elm 
Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the office 
entrance on Elm Street and bring baskets or totes 
with you to carry your items. Volunteers are 
welcome, and appreciated, to help unload the 
trucks and stock shelves and/or to help distribute 
the food and clean up. Handicapped accessible. 
Located downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Please 
contact Michelle Peaslee for more information or to 
volunteer: 715-695-3511.  
 

NO COMMUNITY DINNER AT IMMANUEL  
October 2017 - December 2017 

Community Outreach Food Programs 

GREETERS ALTAR GUILD 
 Nov 5 Jim & Judy Foss Nov 5 Debbie Peterson 
 Nov 12 Don & Judy Haukeness Nov 19 Jeanine Windjue 
 Nov 19 Dorothy Hulberg & Edith Olson Robes  Jean Amundson 
 Nov 26 Jeff & Jill Koxlien Flowers Pat Runkel 
  
READERS  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
 Nov 5   Nov 5 Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo 
 Nov 12 Matthew Nelson  Nov 19 Dean & Carolyn Boehne 
 Nov 19 Dale Olsen 
 Nov 26 Brian Schadrie USHERS    
   *Jim Tocko, Dave & Koby Back, 
ACOLYTES  Howard Hanson, George Johnson 
 Nov 5 Cayden Lasher  
 Nov 12 Annika Gullicksrud  
 Nov 19 Katelynn Anderson   
 Nov 26 Antony Hanson 
   
  
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 Nov 5 Youth 
 Nov 12 Creative Beginnings 
 Nov 19 Host(s) Needed 
 Nov 26 Host(s) Needed 
  

Worship Assistants 
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Thanks to all that made our first October Worship Fest event a huge 
success: The Lima Polka Choir for coming and spending the 
morning with us, their performance was so much fun; The Men of 
Immanuel for cooking and serving such good Oktoberfest cuisine; 
Kris Husby for making and donating the potato salad; Ronnette for 
decorating and organizing; and everyone who took time out of their 
busy week to participate in the festivities. Food and fellowship it 
doesn't get any better than that! We even raised some funds for our 
church building and its never ending repairs.  
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Stephanie Austin .................  1 
Darlene Insteness ...............  1 
Corrine Hoff .........................  2 
Dana Kensmoe ...................  3 
Evan Runkel ........................  5 
Eric Olson ............................  6 
Gracie Hering ......................  7 
Paul Windjue .......................  7 
Gwendolyn McLean ..............  8 
Donald Halverson ................  9 
Peter Grant ........................  11 
Trisan Bates ......................  13 

Erin Maki ...............................  13 
Spencer Bradison ...............  15 
Brian Gullicksrud ................  15 
Kayla Bates ........................  16 
Jennie Larson .....................  16 
Mark Rupnick ......................  16 
Betty Vold ............................  17 
Lyn Schlink .........................  18 
Joel Glenz ...........................  19 
Laney Windjue ...................  19 
Wilmer Guenther ................  21 
Lisa Thronson ....................  21 

Ryan Johnson ....................  23 
Ashdyn Rindal ....................  23 
Jeffrey Runkel ...................... 23 
Jake Runkel ......................... 24 
Cora Barneson ...................  25 
Joan Brenengen .................  25 
Jay Stendahl ........................ 26 
Carolyn Boehne .................  27 
Merlyn Franson .................... 27 
Aspen Ryskoski .................  27 
Hunter Ryskoski .................  27 
Lisa Windjue ......................  29 

Birthdays - November 

Sunday School 

ILC Sunday School 2017-18 
Please mark your calendars for these special dates for 

Immanuel Lutheran Sunday School 
 

Sunday, November 5 ALL SAINTS DAY Kids process in/out for Worship. 
Please have the children to the chapel by 8:30 am. 

Sunday, November 26 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL, Thanksgiving Break 
Sunday, December 17 Sunday School Christmas Program during Worship 

Third Grader Students will receive their Bibles 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday, December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday, December 31 NEW YEAR’S EVE – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday, March 25 KIDS SING during Worship, Palm Sunday 

Sunday School to follow 
Thursday, March 29 Maundy Thursday  (Third Graders’ First Communion*) 
Sunday, April 1  EASTER SUNDAY – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday, April 29 Last Day of Sunday School Class 
Sunday, May 6 KIDS SING during Worship 
 

If you haven’t already, please join the ILC Sunday School Facebook Group and/or the Immanuel 
Lutheran, Strum, WI Facebook Group for reminders, updates and additional information. 
 

If you have any questions, please email ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com or leave a message with Michelle in 
the Church office. 

mailto:ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com
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Announcements (continued) 

Trempealeau County Health Department - Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the 
US and Wisconsin. Each year, 44,193 Americans die by suicide, which averages to 121 suicides 
per day. Wisconsin in particular has consistently had higher rates of suicide. The most recent data 
from the CDC in 2015 averages Wisconsin’s rate at 14.59 deaths per 100,000 compared to the 
13.26 national average. Trempealeau County’s rate is over 20. In people ages 15-34, suicide is 
the 2nd leading cause of death in Wisconsin. 
 

Warning signs to look for in young people 
 

 Change in interaction with family and friends 
 Recent disappointment or rejection 
 Sudden decline or improvement in academic performance 
 Physical symptoms: eating disturbances, changes in sleep patterns, chronic 

headaches, stomach problems, menstrual irregularities 
 Increased apathy 
 Being expelled from school/fired from job 
 Family problems/alienation 
 Feeling embarrassed or humiliated in front of peers 
 Victim of assault or bullying 

 

Good friends don’t keep deadly secrets. Many people are reluctant to seek or accept help for any 
problem, including suicide, especially males. If someone you know is experiencing suicidal 
thoughts, are if you are experiencing them yourself, there are many resources available to help. 
Don’t hesitate, please call or text. 
 

Wisconsin Coalitions and Crisis Lines 
By phone 

National Suicide Hotline: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 
Great Rivers 211: Dial 2-1-1 or 800-362-8255 
Veterans’ Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255 Press 1 
Tremp County Crisis Line: 1-888-552-6642 
Sheriff/Police Department: 911 (yes, this could be an emergency) 
NAMI: 1-608-484-2723 

 

By Text 
Hopeline: 741741 
Veterans: 838255 

 

The Trempealeau County Health Department is offering free QPR Gatekeeper training. Question, 
persuade, refer (QPR) is a short educational program designed to teach people the warning signs 
of suicide and how to respond by using the following steps: (1) Question the individual’s desire or 
intent regarding suicide; (2) Persuade the person to seek and accept help; (3) Refer the person to 
appropriate resources. The goal of this program is to save lives and reduce suicidal behaviors. It 
only consists on one session, less than one hour long. This education can make a positive 
difference in the life of someone you know, regardless of background. QPR does not include 
suicide risk assessment training. 
 

We are looking for a group of approximately 10 - 20 individuals, age 14 or older, interested in 
attending this training which would be held at Immanuel by the Trempealeau County Health 
Department’s trained QPR Gatekeeper instructors. Date yet to be determined. Please contact 
Michelle Peaslee at 715-695-3511 or ilc@triwest.net for more information. 

mailto:ilc@triwest.net
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Announcements (continued) 

Pastor Bolstad to start a new assignment on November 16 at Northwoods United in Christ 
Lutheran Parish in Prentice, Brantwood, Ogema, and Westboro. This will bring to a total of 9 the 
number of churches served in 2017 and 49 served since 1980. 
 

November is National Adoption month, a month set aside to raise awareness about the 
adoption of children and youth. Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, Inc. 
(LSS) is joining thousands of individuals, government agencies, and child advocacy organizations 
across the nation in promoting National Adoption Month. National Adoption Month is cause for cel-
ebration - a journey to remember, appreciate, and announce the joy adoption can bring to families. 
Please join LSS by advocating for the 134 million children in need of homes - help a child find a 
forever family. 
 

10 Ways to Celebrate National Adoption Month 
 

1. Become a guest blogger at LSS or ask a child to blog about adoption. 
2. Read adoption specific books or watch a movie with an adoption theme. Discuss if 

adoption is portrayed in a positive or negative light. 
3. Nominate a family for Family Spotlight in the LSS Adoption Newsletter - submit your 

family for consideration. 
4. Become a Fan on www.facebook.com/lssadopt and spread the word about adoption. 
5. Create a new family tradition - Invite someone to your home who isn’t able to cele-

brate Thanksgiving with their family. 
6. Create a Lifebook celebrating adoption and your family. 
7. Encourage schools, churches, community to speak about adoption. 
8. Say a prayer and light a candle for children who are still waiting for their Forever 

Family. 
9. Visit www.changalife.today to see what a difference your donation can make. 
10. Be thankful! Share what your are thankful for and spend time with family. 

Attention girls, ages 7 - 21 
 Do you have fun talking, snacking, and 

giggling with your girlfriends?  
 Do you like to make new friends?  
 Do you like arts and crafts?  
 Do you like to do nice things for other 

people? 
 Do you want to learn about ways to pray 

and serve Jesus? 
 

If you said “YES” to these questions, join 
Immanuel Lutheran Church’s Junior Daughters 
of the King Chapter. 
 

Our Rebekah and Esther Junior Chapter 
provides a special opportunity to grow in love 
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, while 
serving our church and community. We 
experience the joy of belonging to Christian 

fellowship with friends and mentors. We study 
the Bible, discuss our faith, support each other, 
and pray for the needs of our community and 
world. For Christ’s sake we pray, we serve, and 
we reach out in love to all. 
 

For more information, contact Sara Heck at 715-
695-3229 or the church office, 715-695-3511. 
 

Immanuel/Elk Creek United  
Lutheran Parish 

 

You are cordially invited to the 
 Installation service for  
Pastor Valerian Ahles 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum, WI 
November 26, 2017, 2:00 p.m. 

Dinner reception after the service. 
RSVP to wagener@tcc.coop 

http://www.facebook.com/lssadopt
mailto:wagener@tcc.coop


Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Interim Pastor ................................................................... Rev. Lowell Bolstad 
Pastor ............................................................................... Rev. Valerian Ahles 
Parish Administrator ............................................................. Michelle Peaslee 
Custodian .............................................................................. Ronnette Nelson 
Organist/Music Director ...................................................... Jeanette Tobiason 
Sunday School Director .............................................................. Sherry Bjerke 
 
Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center (CBELC) 
Director ......................................................................................... Keri Solberg 
Lead Teacher - Infants ............................................................................ Dusti 
Lead Teacher - Ages 1 - 2 ...................................................................Kalleigh 
Lead Teacher - Ages 3+ ......................................................................... Roxie 
Assistant ................................................................................................Jordyn 
 
Council Members 
President ..................................................................................... Char Myhers 
Vice-President .......................................................................... Vickie Hanson 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kate Back 
Treasurer ................................................................................ Jenny Tollefson 
Member-at-large ........................................................................... Peter Berge 
Member-at-large ....................................................................... Mark Rogness 
 
ILC Office ...............................................................................  (715) 695-3511 
CBELC Office .........................................................................  (715) 695-3954 

 
Dial-up Service .......................................  (715) 695-3906 

 
www.immanuel-strum.com 

This is Christ’s 
Church. 

There is a place for you here. 

 
We are the church that shares a 
living, daring confidence in 
God’s grace. Liberated by our 
faith, we embrace you as a 
whole person – questions, 
complexities and all. Join us as 
we do God’s work in Christ’s 
name for the life of the world. 
 

http://www.elca.org/ 
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