October 2015 Stewardship of God'’s Earth

By Jim Tocko

October is the grand finale for warm and sometimes stormy weather and
welcomes the arrival of golden beauty. The bright vibrant colors of
summer are stepping aside for the subdued colors of the fall season.
Soon we will be closing the windows at night and/or adding another quilt
to our bed. An overnight frost will spark the landscape, with the trees and
sumac reverberating the bronze and scarlet and copper. Fall allows us to
enjoy a chore like raking leaves because children will remind us how
much fun it is to collapse into a pile of leaves. Displays of pumpkins and
mums and gourds become works of art not unlike Michelangelo’s blocks
of granite.

October is like a gorgeous reward bestowed on us as a reward, a month
of ripe apples and sweet squash, football games, smoky bonfires, and

E migrating geese. Gardeners can clean up wilted beds, sometimes with
» mixed emotions. The last of the tomatoes, eggplant and zinnias and basil
Z can be relished. On the other hand no more weeding and watering and
o chasing away wild critters. Nature is putting things to rest.

(+

an Nature is telling us to enjoy the sights, sounds, friends and family God
= has given us.

3

= Apple Pie Orders

=)

@ The women/men of Immanuel will be making apple pies on October 6th
- and 7th. You can place your order by signing up on the sheets provided
n in the entryways. Please include your phone number, number of pies you

are ordering, and the time you will pick them up. We need to have all
pies picked up by 4:00 p.m. each day. If you can’t be there to pick up,
please make arrangements to have someone else pick up for you. Cost
of the pies is $8.00 each. You may also call Lois Hulberg at
(715) 695-2948 or the church office at (715) 695-3511 to place your
orders.

On Monday, October 5th we will be assembling boxes at 9:00 a.m. Many
hands make light the work!
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A Message from Pastor Ken
And who is my neighbor? Luke 10:29

Planning to write something pertaining to the 100 yr. anniversary of our church building, | came across
this image:

S e

Suddenly, this 100 yr. celebration, however
important it may be, seemed to diminish in
comparison. Maybe rather than looking back, we
might be ready to look forward...

Reportedly this 3 yr. old boy, Aylan, the same age
as my little Mason, this little boy, was found in the
surf near a resort town in Turkey. The Turkish
papers called this “KiyiyaVuraninsanlik,” which is
the Turkish phrase for “humanity washed ashore.”

Is our humanity adrift? What will it take for us to
be moved to the point of action?

What are we the church for?

~Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. “Teacher, what do | need to do to
get eternal life?” He answered, “What'’s written in God’s Law? How do you interpret it?” He said, “That
you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intelligence—and that
you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself.”

“Good answer!” said Jesus. “Do it and you'll live.” Looking for a loophole, he asked, “And just how
would you define ‘neighbor’?”

Jesus answered by telling a story. “There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. On the
way he was attacked by robbers. They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-
dead. Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road, but when he saw him he angled across to
the other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up,; he also avoided the injured man. “A Samaritan
traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man’s condition, his heart went out to him. He gave
him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an
inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he took out two silver coins and gave them to the
innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my bill—I'll pay you on my
way back.’ “What do you think?

Which of the three became a neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?” Luke 10 The Message

What are we the church for? Sincerely in Christ~ br ken
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Financial Report - August 2015

Aug 1 - Aug 8

General Fund Contributions ......... $5,492.00
EXPENSES ..., ($2,391.87)
Net Income (LOSS) ....ccccceeerernneenn. $3,100.13
Aug 9 - Aug 15

General Fund Contributions .......... $3,479.00
EXPENSesS...ccccevveicvvveeiiieiiiiiiennn, ($7,175.71)
Net Income (LOSS) .....comrvumrrnnnnns ($3,696.71)
Aug 16 - Aug 22

General Fund Contributions .......... $3,818.90
EXPENSES....uvueniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiens ($967.15)
Net Income (LOSS) ....cuvvumrersssannenns $2,851.75
Aug 23 - Aug 29

General Fund Contributions .......... $1,835.01
EXPENSeS...cccoevviicvvveiiiieeiiiiinnen, ($4,920.12)
Net Income (LOSS) .....ccccevrrueeenn. ($3,085.11)
Aug 30 - Aug 31

General Fund Contributions .......... $3,695.67
EXPENSES...uuvuuniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieees ($336.52)
Net Income (LOSS) ...covverrsuerrssannns $3,359.15
Total Contributions ...................... $18,320.58
Total EXpPENSeS......ccceevcvvvvveennn.. ($15,841.37)
Net Income (LOSS) ....ccccceerecnneenn. $2,489.21
Liabilities

Loan Balance Due ..........ccceu..... $13,279.00
Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance
General Fund Contributions .............. 149.5%
Other Contributions ..........coeeeeeeennnn... 154.5%
Benevolences ......ccoooeeeeveeeiieiceiieeeeeeennn, 0.00%
General Expense® ...........cccccccoceeun.... 152.0%
Ministry EXpPenses .......cccoccevviveeennnnne, 81.6%
Office EXPeNSes? .........cocoevevereenn. 218.1%
Pastor EXpenses ........ccccvvveiieeeeevennnnnn 95.0%
Payroll EXpenses.......ccccceevveeeeeeieeeeeennn, 97.4%
Property EXpenses ......cccccceeeveevievennnnnnn 53.4%
Utilities EXPENSE .....uveveeeieieiicicceeeeeeenn, 91.4%

!Increase in insurance premium.
2Update of Church Management software

Actual Aug Expenses..........cu.... $15,841.37
Budgeted Aug Expenses.......... $16,110.42
Percent of Budget Used.................... 98.3%

OCTOBER 2015

Restricted Fund Accounts
Building Fund

Beginning Balance, August 1
Receipts

Disbursements

Ending Balance, August 31
Chapel Fund

Beginning Balance, August 1
Receipts

Disbursements

Ending Balance, August 31
Daughters of the King
Beginning Balance, August 1
Receipts

Disbursements

Ending Balance, August 31
Library Fund

Beginning Balance, August 1
Receipts

Disbursements

Ending Balance, August 31
Music Fund

Beginning Balance, August 1
Receipts

Disbursements

Ending Balance, August 31
Social Concerns

Beginning Balance, August 1
Receipts

Disbursements

Ending Balance, August 31
Sunday School

Beginning Balance, August 1
Receipts

Disbursements

Ending Balance, August 31
Window Fund

Beginning Balance, August 1
Receipts

Disbursements

Ending Balance, August 31
Youth Fund

Beginning Balance, August 1
Receipts

Disbursements

Ending Balance, August 31

$419.63
$55.00

($0.00)
$474.63

$50.00
$20.00

($0.00)
$70.00

$151.01
$0.00

($0.00)
$151.01

$319.14
$0.00

($0.00)
$319.14

$539.49
$225.50

($18.90)
$746.09

$703.69
$68.55

($0.00)
$772.24

$1,034.43
$686.50

($1,299.08)
$421.85

$6,159.20
$75.00

($0.00)
$6,6,234.20

$2,044.15
$20.00

($500.00)
$1,564.15

Contributions & Expenses Comparison
Average per month

January - August

2013

2015

Contributions 14,524.12 14,336.51 15,252.84

Expenses

16,299.29 16,079.07 16,037.31
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Music Ministry

Matthew 5:15

The traditional woven or stave basket, full of gifts of the earth (apple, peaches,
grain) is most valuable in its right-side-up position, yielding up contents for the
enjoyment of all. No one would use it upside-down to cover a light, but rather let the

light shine for all to see.

We are all energized by this awesome sharing of light/talents/gifts, because it leads
us to see the Glory of God reflected around and through us as we are “fed.”

Who would not want to “bask” in the bounty?!

Immanuel people of God, your talents are greatly important in the Lord’s activity here. Time to set those
baskets right-side-up and get out from under them.

A bushel basket is used for harvesting and gathering - a gift for all to share. “Basket-envy” is not our goal;
rather we find excitement in the abundance God provides as we willing share.

Bring your “Baskets” now, while the harvest is needed and appreciated - especially as we prepare for
events this autumn! - Anniversary Sunday, Reformation Sunday, All Saints’ Sunday. We will be happy to
assist you in up-ending those bushel-baskets!

See you? ... in chimes? ...

in choir?

... playing instruments? ...

making banners? ... decorating our

worship space? ... altar guild? ... providing flowers? ... in Junior Daughters of the King? ... etc., etc.??

Love,

Birthdays - October Memorials

Johnson, Eldora........c.ccccoeecvennennnne. 01  Thronson, Diane........c.cccecevnererueuenene. 13 IN MEMORY OF TERRY FENSKE
Nelson, Weston ......c..ccceeevenenenennns 01 Bockus, Jimmy ......cccccooeevnrreennes 14 General Fund..................... Dave & Colleen Berge
Bergerson, Juanita...............ccocoen... 02 Schiefelbein, Tracy.........cccceeeveveenee. 14 West Beef River Cemetery................. Mary Salava
Olson-Skovbroten, Phyllis................. 02 Gullicksrud, Zo€.....cceeeeeeeeeeeeeenenn. 15 IN MEMORY OF VIVIAN PEDERSON
Semingson, Linda.........c.cccccceveinaene 02 Windjue, Kaylene............cccoeveveuenee... 16 General FUNd...........cccccccccveieveennnan. Frances Eide
Herman, Barrent..............cc.ccoooo.. 03 Johnson, LOiS........ccoeveeverereereeerererennnes 17 e The Family of Vivian Pederson
Enger, Carolyn .........ccccooreiiiiinnnan, 04  Weier, Dianne............ccccoevevevevnnnn.. 17 Strum Area Food Pantry...............Ruth Gullicksrud
Taylor, Kenneth..........ccoooevririenennnne. 05  Schiefelbein, Quinton........................ 18 e The Family of Vivian Pederson
Anderson, Alexander......................... 06  Cegielski, Kristine...........coccvevevenneee. 19 IN MEMORY OF MARK & BJARNE
Dregney, Jennifer ..........ccccoeevvenuennee. 07  Olson, David.......ocoeveeeeveerereeenn, 19 FINSTAD

Nicolet, Lot ...ooveveeeeeeeeeieeeeeeen. 08  Westphal, Julie..........ccovevererrrnnne. 20 Mark & Bjarne’s birthdays were on September 2 &
Salava, Mary..........ccceeveeveververernnnennn. 08  Ellifson, Jayden ..........cccccovrreverrernnnnns 22 September 6 _ ,
Aanerud, Lavin ............oo..coooovveecer. 09  Gilbertson, Donald ...........ccoooo.ece....... 22 | GENeral Fund ..o Mildred Finstad
Owens, Judy ....cccoovvvenieeiieneeeen 09  Williams, Yvonne............coccevrvevenene. 22 MEMORIAL FUNDS
Reuter-Brown, Peggy .........ccocceenenne 09  Holstad, Jarvis Immanuel Lutheran Church funds: Building,
Franson, Matthew............cccccevveeunenns 10 Schadrie, Jared Chapel, Community Dinners (Village Café),
Ulberg, Maxine.........c.ccccoeeereveeennene. 10 Thronson, Douglas .............cccccov....... 25 Creative Beginnings, Daughters of the King/Jr.
Windjue, Bradley ...........cccooveveuenennnn. 10 Maug, Noah........cccocovriiiiieennn 26 Daughters, Endowment, Strum Area Food
Gunderson, TeITY ......cocoeveininecnnee. 11 Stendahl, JONN ...c.ovovevveeiieieieeae. 26 Pantry, General, Library, Music, Sunday School,
Higley, Jon ......ccooeveeveiieecriererene. 11 Windjue, BO .oeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeean 26 Window, Youth, WELCA

Koxlien, Gabriel ..........cccoccceveveennne. 12 Bjorklund, Marlys ........c.ccocvevrevenrnene. 28 ) ,
Bjorgo, JUSHN w.c.oevveeeeereeeeeereereeene 13 Cegielski, Craig.....oooverrsmrrreerrrrrreenn, 29 | Cemetery Funds: Hamlin Cemetery, St. Paul’s
Schlink, Robert..........cccceeeveevvienennne. 13 Nicolet, JAMES ......cooeveveeieieicreenenene 29 Cemetery (Strum), West Beef River Cemetery
Semingson, Phyllis When writing a check, please make the check
Skoug, Joshua.........cocceriininiiinns payable to the individual memorial fund.
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Daughters of the King

Greetings from your Daughters and Junior Daughters of the King at ILC!

Whew! We finally finished the Prayer Walk and have prayed our way through Strum. We're ready for a new school
year!

At the Sunday School Open House, we set up a display to
let new girls know about the Junior Daughters, and by the
next meeting we were able to double our size! | believe
the Holy Spirit is at work again! Our regular JDOK (3rd -
6th Grade) meets from 3:30-5pm two Wednesdays per
month. Some of the older girls (7th grade and up) weren't
able to come on Wednesdays, so we're trying a 2pm, the
following Saturdays in Room 12, schedule for them. We
will still be doing many things together. You can watch the
Church bulletin & newsletters, or call the Church Office for
meeting dates & times, or call me (715-695-3229). In
October, we will be meeting on 10/14 and 10/21, (with the
older girls meeting the following Saturdays at 2pm).

Sunday, September 27 was our Candlelight Service, which officially started the new Junior Daughters-in-Waiting on
their way to being Admitted to this Religious Order of Prayer and Service. They will have 3 months to think and study
and decide if this is what they really want to do with their lives: If they would like to grow in love and knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ while serving our church and community. Please pray for them as they decide.

Some of our plans this year include: A Bible Reading Challenge; visits to Crystal Manor; helping with Village Cafe;
hosting an All Saints/ el Dia de los Muertos Party on Halloween for the Community; singing at the 100th Birthday
Service; visiting a Prayer Labyrinth in Eau Claire; a Babysitting Service Night for Shoppers in December; a February
Lock-In at Church; hosting an Easter Vigil Prayer Stations, and more.

Our Senior Daughters main Service Projects this year have been between working with the Juniors and the Village
Cafe, as well as individual projects. Our Bible/Book Study is still based on Creating a Life With God by Daniel Wolpert.
We just finished the chapter called "The Examen: God in Day to Day Life". Next month we will explore the chapter
called, "Creativity and the Divine: To Create Is to Pray". We meet the 3rd Saturdays, at 1pm, in Room 12. You are
always welcome to join us.

for His sake,

Sara Heck

President, Ruth Chapter DOK
co-Directress Rebekah and Esther JIDOK

Community Outreach & Food Service Programs

COMMUNITY CUPBOARD FOOD DISTRIBUTION:
Tuesday, October 12, 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Last month we served 50 families (144 people). Doors will open at 4:30 p.m., no earlier. Parking is available on Elm
Street and along 5th Ave N. Please use the Main entrance on Elm Street and bring a basket or tote with you to carry
your items. Volunteers are welcome, and appreciated, to help unload the truck and set up tables at 8:45 a.m.
FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH: sunday, October 18, 10 a.m.

COMMUNITY DINNER: Sunday, October 25, 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

STRUM AREA FOOD PANTRY: Tuesday, October 27, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

COMMUNITY CLOSET: Open Monday - Friday during office hours or by appointment; (715) 695-3511 or
(608) 863-3580.
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WELCA

Worship Assistant
Schedule - October

Dear Friends in Christ,
Here is the latest news from WELCA:

APPLE PIE PROJECT
Workers are still needed! October 5, 6, and 7. Beginning at 9am each
day we will need many willing hands.

Monday, October 5 = We will assemble pie boxes

Tuesday, October 6 & Wednesday October 7 = Production & Sales:
Which means we will need peelers, slicers, rollers, fillers, fluters, and
packagers! We will reward you with a free lunch!

If you haven't already signed up, just show up anyway, even if it's for
part of the time. We can still use you. If you get this newsletter early
enough, you can call the Church Office to let us know you're coming
(715-695-3229). You can also call the Church to order pies using the
same number. Serving Groups #1 and #13 will be serving the
lunches.

NURSERY NEWS

After surveying the congregation and finding there was a
current need, WELCA decided to sponsor a Nursery Service during
the 9 a.m. Church Service. This will be on a trial basis for 6 months. If
successful, current plans are to follow the Sunday School Year. One
of our current CBELC employees, Mary Lewis will be in charge of the
Nursery. It will be located in the first preschool room, down the hall
from the Sanctuary. It is for children ages 4 and under. All children
must have a registration form filled out for them, to be admitted.

VICE PRESIDENT

This is the last call for a Vice president for the 2016 slate. Please pray
for God's guidance about this and listen well to God's Call. We need
to know by November 1, 2015. You can let me know or call the
Church Office. Thank you.

COMING UP SOON

Our next General Meeting is Wednesday, November 4 at 1:30pm, in
the basement Parish Hall. We will have a Business Meeting, with final
elections of the 2016 WELCA Officers, and get a preview of the 2016
Programs. We will also look at re-organizing some of the Serving
Groups.

FINAL NOTES

Once again, thank you to Serving Groups 2, 5, and 10 who worked
lovingly at the Funeral in September. Your caring presence is such a
comfort to those who are grieving.

Yours in Christ,
Sara Heck
co-president WELCA

Greeters
Oct 4
Oct 11

Oct 18
Oct 25

Readers
Oct 4

Oct 11
Oct 18
Oct 25

Jon & Amy Olson

Deloris Sather &

Mary Salava

Brian & Candace Schadrie
Kevin & Camille Skoug

Tera Gullicksrud
Sara Heck
Ruth Eide
Ann Kisor

Communion Assistants

Oct 4 Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo
Oct 18 Jim & Judy Foss
Acolytes

Oct 4 Kyle McSorley

Oct 11 Quinton Schiefelbein
Oct 18 Jordan Schadrie

Oct 25 Cole Larson

Altar Guild

Oct 4 Ruth Eide

Oct 18 Mary Peterson
Flowers Linda Frandson
Robes Lois Hulberg
Ushers

*George Ross,

Dan & Jake Bjerke
Dave Erickson

Dennis Sather

Ron & Derrick Westphal

100" Year Anniversary
Cookbook: Flavors of

Faith

Anticipated cost per book: $10.00
Distribution date: October 18, 2015
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We
are a church family of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, who as disciples of Christ,
are gathered together to embrace,
encourage, and extend faith, hope,
and love in Christ. Embrace,
encourage, and extend: these three
descriptive words sum up the
mission of our congregation in
following the command of Christ to
love one another. Through worship,
education, fellowship, and service,
we share that love for each other
and our community so that lives
may be enriched and faith
strengthened. Immanuel Lutheran
Church is a congregation that is
steeped in history while also
engaging the context of the village
of Strum, the community as a
whole, and the world. Come and
see! There is a place for you!

¢ ON LINd3d
IMINNYLS
divd
FOVISOd SN
940 11HOdd-NON

Immanuel Lutheran Church

..................................................................................... Rev. K D Taylor

Parish ADMINISIrator ...........ccccoueeeeeieeieieeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeen Michelle Peaslee
(@0 15) (oo = 1o I Ronnette Nelson
Organist/Music Director ......
Sunday School Directors

Jeanette Tobiason
Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke

Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center

3] =Tol (o] SRR Keri Whitwam
Lead Teacher—Monkey ROOM.............cccccuveeeeeesiiiiiieaeeessiinen Teresa Owens
Lead Teacher—Lily Pad Room Dusti Miland
Lead Teacher - Busy BEES ROOM ........cccccovvureeevciiiiniiiieiniiieees Mandi Taylor
Lead Teacher—Forest Friends ROOM ..................cccceee.... Keshia Zimmerman
ASSISEANt TEACREL ......coeeeeeieeee e Mary Lewis

Council Members
PreSident ........ccccccoieeeieieieieeee e Jim Tocko
Secretary

Kate Back

TIEASUIEN ...ttt Michelle Peaslee
MEMDEr-at-1arge............oovvieieeeiee e Dan Bjerke
Member-at-large................. ....Howard Hanson
MEMBEr-at-Iarge...........ccccueiiiiiiieiiieeee e Camille Skoug
R O o= R (715) 695-3511
(0127 = K O @ o= R (715) 695-3954
Dial-up Service.........ccocevvvvvvvvvriisssssissssns (715) 695-3906

www.immanuel-strum.com
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