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The Church Messenger

STEWARDSHIP OF GOD’S EARTH

By Jim Tocko

On a warm day in the fall you
can't help but enjoy the late
summer vegetable and flower
gardens. It is like a festival of
fruits, vegetables, and sweet
smells of late blooming flowers.
There seems to be a gross excess:
The apples and pears weigh down
the branches to the point of
breaking; the appearance of the branches like weightlifters
shouldering impossible loads. I can't help but envision the scene
from “The Wizard of Oz” with angry apple trees lobbing fruit at
me as I walk down the driveway to get the mail.

The summer gardens were an enjoyable culmination of fertile
soil, timely rains, and sunny days. As I carefully picked a couple
leaves of basil during the summer, they have now been
transformed into thick stemmed shrubs. AsI walk by them, they
seem to be whispering "pesto...pesto...pesto." The fall gardens
will produce an onslaught of voluptuous Brandywine and Roma
tomatoes, huge heads of cauliflower, and a never-ending supply
of pole beans, cucumbers and zucchini squash. It won't be long
before the winter squash exhibit their fall colors. Yet nothing
goes to waste.

All summer we eat like kings, share the excess with friends and
family, while the overripe and insect-riddled produce and fruits
are gobbled up by the chickens and pigs or composted. We do
have to thankful for a perfect summer for gardening.

Enjoy the fall paintings.

‘Worship Schedule
9AM: Sunday Worship
9 AM: Monday (Morning
Prayer)
12 PM: Wednesday
(Midday Prayer)
6:30 PM: Worship on
Wednesday and
Confirmation
7 PM: Thursday (Vespers)
9 PM: Saturday (Compline)

*If you would like to host or
sponsor a coffee hour, please call
Michelle or Ronnette at the office
(715) 695-3511.
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Greetings in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior.

We read here in 15t Corinthians how Paul wants to reach more people, even if it means
stretching boundaries and venturing into new and unfamiliar practices. I believe this
is the emerging mission for our community of faith here at Immanuel Lutheran in
Strum.

In the spirit of this mission, beginning September 21, we will be adding a second
service to our Sunday morning worship schedule. However, it will not be a carbon
copy of the gam service, nor will that 9 am service be changing. The gam service fits
the needs of our community of faith that faithfully comes Sunday after Sunday. There
is nothing wrong with it, nor does it lack anything, and I believe that the people who
do enjoy this worship service deserve for it to remain and grow as it has been. This is
the backbone of our community of faith, and I am deeply thankful for all who are
committed to supporting the church with resources and their prayers.

The 11:15am service will be a format geared to reach out to the surrounding
community, to invite back those who have become inactive, to embrace those who
have drifted away from faith, and to, in faith, draw new people into God’s fold of
Gospel promise and transformation. We will follow the lead of God’s Spirit, which
means that we really don’t know what it will grow into, and also means that it is an
exciting opportunity to see God work. The tone of the service will be more casual in
some ways, matching the culture that surrounds us, and more formal in other ways,
incorporating some ancient elements from the early centuries of the church.

In addition, we will begin a study on September 215t loosely following the book, “We
Make the Road by Walking” by Brian McLaren, which will meet during the Sunday
school hour beginning at 10:30am.

Also, as some may have noticed, there are other services held during the week for
anyone who is interested in joining. Monday morning prayer at gam, Wednesday
Communion at 12noon, Thursday evening prayer at 7pm, and Saturday night prayer at
opm. These are services found in the ELW and follow the pattern of prayers
established by Christian communities of faith going back hundreds of years to the
early church followers.

It is my prayer that one or more of these opportunities will connect with you as you
seek an encounter with our risen Savior Jesus Christ. Come and see...

Peace be with you.

Pastor Ken



July 1—July 5

FINANCIALS - JULY 2014

Restricted Fund Accounts

General Fund Contributions $725.00 The BODY
Expenses $2,838.20 Beginning Balance, July 1 $1,428.29
Net Income (Loss) ($2,113.20) Receipts $65.00
Disbursements ($160.00)
July 6—July 12 Ending Balance, July 31 $1,333.49
General Fund Contributions $4,638.00 Building Fund
Expenses $1,574.80 Beginning Balance, July 1 $1,749.56
Net Income (Loss) $3,063.20 Receipts $230.00
Disbursements ($800.00)
July 13—July 19 Ending Balance, July 31 $1,179.56
General Fund Contributions $2,989.00 Chapel Fund
Expenses $4,715.59 Beginning Balance, July 1 $770.29
Net Income (Loss) ($1,726.59) Receipts $0.00
Disbursements $0.00
July 20—July 26 Ending Balance, July 31 $770.29
General Fund Contributions $1,781.00 Daughters of the King
Expenses $1,102.96 Beginning Balance, July 1 $115.57
Net Income (Loss) $678.04 Receipts $0.00
Disbursements $0.00
July 27—July 31 Ending Balance, July 31 $115.57
General Fund Contributions $1,864.32 Library Fund
Expenses $4,250.72 Beginning Balance, July 1 $263.87
Net Income (Loss) ($2,386.40) Receipts $0.00
Disbursements $0.00
Total Contributions $11,997.32 Ending Balance, July 31 $263.87
Total Expenses $14,482.27 Music Fund
Net Income (Loss) ($2,484.95) Beginning Balance, July 1 $901.03
Receipts $25.00
Liabilities Disbursements ($652.50)
Loan Balance Due $5,050.00 Ending Balance, July 31 $273.53
Stained Glass Bal. Due $600.00 Social Concerns
Beginning Balance, July 1 $1,798.99
Percent of Monthly Budget Allowance Receipts $138.10
General Fund Contributions 97.0% Disbursements ($828.97)
Other Contributions 87.0% Ending Balance, July 31 $1,108.12
Ministry Expenses 10.6% Sunday School
Benevolences 100.0% Beginning Balance, July 1 $498.00
Office Expenses 74.8% Receipts $0.00
Property Expenses 36.7% Disbursements $0.00
General Expense! 230.4% Ending Balance, July 31 $498.00
Utilities Expense 87.4% Window Fund
Pastor Expenses 91.0% Beginning Balance, July 1 $1,063.11
Payroll Expenses 99.2% Receipts $315.00
Disbursements ($1,030.00)
'Exceeded budget due to two insurance premium payments Ending Balance, July 31 $348.11

and fees for loan renewal.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church September 2014

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

Date: July 27, 2014
Time: 9:50 a.m.
Location: Immanuel Lutheran Church Sanctuary

Meeting called to order at 9:50 a.m. by: Jim Tocko, Council President
Opening prayer led by Pastor Ken Taylor
1. Approval of the constitution

The constitution has not been amended in over 10 years. A copy of the
constitution has been made available for your review along with the proposed
changes. Open for discussion. No discussion noted. Motion entertained for
approval. Motion made by Marie Murrell to accept proposed changes to the
constitution and bylaws; second by Camille Skoug. Motion carried.

2. Election of council members
Treasurer: Nominee - Michelle Peaslee (incumbent)
Secretary: Nominee — Kate Back
At-large members (2): Nominees — Howard Hanson (incumbent) and
Camille Skoug

Floor opened for other nominations. No other nominations noted. Two
nominees for the Endowment Fund Committee were added to the agenda from
the floor: Tom Wagener and Vickie Hanson, no additional nominees. Motion
entertained for the approval of all nominees to the Congregational Council.
Motion made by Tom Wagener; second by {inaudible}. Motion carried. Motion
entertained for the approval of the nominees to the Endowment Fund
Committee for a three year term. Motion made by Sara Heck; second by
{inaudible}. Motion carried.

3. Education-wing window project

We have been looking at new window treatments for the education-wing
(Fellowship Hall) windows. The current treatments are in bad shape and are a
haven for bats. We are putting this project on hold until approximately
September while the building committee researches alternative window
treatments. The options will then be published in the newsletter and/or bulletins
and the congregation will then make a decision as to the course of action
necessary to replace the window treatments.

4. Giving envelopes

We spend close to $1000.00 per year to print boxes of envelopes. Many of them
are not picked up. Even the ones that are picked up, many of those envelopes are
not used. The Council feels that we could spend a lot less money by having them
printed by a different publisher (local) or by printing them ourselves. Instead of
sending the envelopes out [to congregation members], we would put them in the
pews. They would be generic envelopes that you could put your name, number,
amount, and the fund to which you want the money directed.
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SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED

Jim is personally going to sign up for electronic giving for the first of the year; so
is Marie. Sara Heck discussed her experience with electronic giving. Tom
Wagener likes the idea and will ask for 12 envelopes at the beginning of the year
as that is what he uses. Clarice Bergerson expressed concern with the weekly
offering if there were no envelopes as she has been a counter for many years and
has seen the reduction in giving over the years. Kevin asked about special funds
(proposed solution is to focus on one fund per month) and Camille Skoug asked
about making envelopes available to those who want them, and may be have a
hard time transitioning (recycling the left over envelopes from this year for next
year-assembling “boxes” of the new envelopes). Clarice Bergerson also suggested
eliminating the extra envelopes as only 10 or so households use them each
month and they are an extra, unnecessary cost to the church. Don Haukeness
made a motion to go to the new generic envelope system proposed by the
Council; second by {inaudible}. Motion carried.

5. Pastor Ken
100-year anniversary

In 1915 the brick church was built and first used for services. We need someone
who is willing to get the ball rolling for the 100-year celebration of the sanctuary.
This is a great opportunity to celebrate the ministry. Some suggestions for the
celebration include: a community banquet; appearances by previous ministers;
launching a new ministry; performing God’s work in the world. Matthew Nelson
volunteered to head up a committee to plan the celebration with a goal of being
held after Easter or in early summer. An update is to be given at the Annual
Congregational meeting. Anyone interested in being a part of the committee is to
contact Matt after the meeting.

Direction of ministry

Prayer services are being held on Mondays at 9 a.m., Wednesdays at 12 p.m.,
Thursdays at 7 p.m., and Saturdays at 9 p.m. as a way to capture a modified
version of past daily prayers. The services are located in the red hymnals. This
provides another avenue for people to gather together for mutual support and
contemplation at no additional cost to the church.

A second service will be added to Sunday beginning September 21, at 11:15 a.m.
after Sunday school. This is an effort to reach out to those who cannot make it to
the 9 a.m. service and for whom traditional services do not attract. We do not
want to change the 9 a.m. service because it is precious. This second service
offers an opportunity to provide a more contemporary service while maintaining
our established traditions, and allows us to offer several points of entrance
shaped by the Word of God. Acoustic Sunday will be offered at the 9 a.m. service
when Jeanette needs a break.



SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED

We are called to remember that God loves our neighbor too. Let us walk with
them in their struggles and show the love of Christ as we do that.

Currently the food pantry is open on the 3@ Tuesday of each month, or by
appointment by calling Michelle in the church office. The food pantry will be
expanded to the 3 and 4t Tuesday of each month in hopes of reaching more
people in need.

The Eleva-Strum Community Support Network offers a backpack program for
kids on the weekends. Many of these children would go without food on the
weekends if it were not for this program. Through the summer, bags are
available for pick-up in the church office on Thursdays and Fridays.

A new community dinner program is set to begin September 28. This program
will be headed up by Michelle Peaslee. “Village Café” will serve meals to those in
need at no cost on the 4th Sunday of each month at the Village Hall in Strum.
Please see Michelle after the meeting if you are interested in assisting with this
project.

Closing prayer by Pastor Ken Taylor
Meeting adjourned at 10:33 a.m.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA

APPLE PIE FUNDRAISER

All women/men of Immanuel Lutheran Church: We will be making apple pies on Octo-
ber 7th and 8th. We need peelers, mixers, pie crust rollers, and general kitchen
help to make this year a success.

Please join us at 9:00 AM on Tuesday, October 7th and Wednesday, October 8th. WE
REALLY NEED YOUR HELP. If you can only make it for part of each day, that
would be great.

This is the only fundraiser for the Immanuel Lutheran Church Women so PLEASE
COME AND HELP IF YOU CAN...

APPLE PIE ORDERS

Orders may be placed for the Apple Pie Fundraiser by signing up on the sheets provided
in the entryways. Please include your phone number, number of pies you are ordering,
and the time you will pick them up. We need to have all pies picked up by 4:00 p.m.
each day. If you can’t be there to pick up, please make arrangements to have someone
else pick up for you. The cost of the pies is $8.00 each.

You may also call the following to place your orders:

LOIS HUIDEIZ ...ttt re e e e aae e e e (715) 695-2948
B LT N B\ [<) (0] s TR (715) 695-3444
JUAY HAUKENESS....c.vvieiiiiieiiieecieeceteeecte et sre s vee s s aae e s eaa e e s aae s (715) 695-3295
Immanuel Lutheran Church ...........cccooeeeiiiieeeeeeeeeeeccree e (715) 695-3511
Thank you,

¢ APPLE PIE COMMITTEE



SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
i Greeters
® &, Sept 7 J elff & Jill Koxlien .
WE Sept 14 Brian & Candace Schadrie
ﬁﬁﬁ;{'ﬁ Sept 21 Deloris Sather & Mary Salava
TOGETHER Sept 28 Kevin & Camille Skoug

Readers
Sept 7 Ruth Eide
Sept 14 Brian Schadrie
Sept 21 Sara Heck

Sept 28 Jim Tocko

Acolytes
Sept 7
Sept 14
Sept 21
Sept 28

To be determined after Confirmation begins on September 3.

Communion Helpers

Sept 7 Ronnie & Julia Bjorgo
Sept 21 Jim & Judy Foss
Altar Guild

AltarTGuild ~ Sept 7 Camille Skoug

I i I Sept 21 Joan Higley

NS [ . Robes Lois Johnson
Flowers Debbie Kensmoe
Maxine Ulberg
Ushers
/ - *Jon Higley, Collin Higley, John Runkel, Vince Runkel,

USHERS Evan Runkel, and Jake Runkel

hﬂl\k YOu for assistng with Worship i September

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, please contact a
substitute and let the church office know by the Wednesday prior.
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The Village Café is coming to Strum!

Need a hot meal?

ng

Please join us on September 28th, 2014
for a

FREE Community Dinner

at the

Strum Village Hall

202 5th Ave S
Strum, WI 54770

4:30 PM until 6:30 PM

For more information, please contact:
Michelle Peaslee (715) 695-3511
(608) 863-3580
ilc@triwest.net

Sponsored by The Immanuel Lutheran Church Social Concerns Committee in partnership with Feed My People.

Sunday School Registration will be held on
Sunday, September 7, 10:00-11:00 am.

(weather permitting we will have a table set up outside, or our location will be posted on the door)

Sunday School Class will start Sunday, September 14 — parents can also register their children on this day if needed.
NEW for 2014-2015 — Sunday School start time will be 10:15 am and end at 11:10 am.
All kids are to meet in the Chapel before going to their class rooms.

In addition to Sunday School Registration, Pastor Ken will be doing his Ice Bucket Challenge for ALS on September 7,
following the Worship Service. For every $25 donation, he will have one bucket of ice water dumped on him. He is
asking the Sunday School Kids to help with this. Bring your child in their yellow Gods Work, Our Hands T-Shirt and they
will have the opportunity to dump a bucket (or maybe more) on Pastor Ken. If your child does not have a T-shirt, we do
still have some available free of charge for the Sunday School Kids. We are asking our Sunday School kids to raise a
combined $25 for ALS Awareness. Loose change or a couple of dollars, it will all add up.

We do have Adult sizes Gods Work, Our Hands t-shirts, available for purchase. $15 each, with part of the proceeds going
to the ALS Foundation.

If you are on FACEBOOK, please join the ILC Sunday School group for updates additional information throughout the
year. Information will also be shared via email and in the monthly newsletter.

We are looking for substitute Sunday School teachers, if you’d like to share your gifts with the Children of Immanuel,
please let us know. If you’re not comfortable with teaching we will also have volunteer opportunities available
throughout the year!

Sherry & Tera



mailto:ilcsundayschool@yahoo.com

BIRTHDAYS

Bauer, Brooke
Bjorgo, Cruz

SEPTEMBER 2014

Gullicksrud, Mark 09/01 Eide, Ruth
Olson, Edward 09/01 Herman, Scott
Skoug, Annika 09/01 Peterson, Michael
Hanson, Mark 09/02 Rupnick, Steven
Stendahl, Emmee 09/02 Hanson, Vickie
Skoug, Kevin 09/03 Maug, Clarence
Hill, Margaret 09/04 McSorley, Maiya
Rosman, Chad 09/04 Runkel, Ronald
Hardy, Kay 09/05 Brian, Olga
Myhers, Ernest 09/05 Skoug, McKenzie
Schmidt, Joyce 09/05 Stendahl, Brock

Gilbertson, Theodore 09/06 Brixen, Eddie

Olson, Judy 09/06 Wall, Theodore
Back, Kye 09/07 Hazelton, Tyler
Berge, Peter 09/07 Stendahl, Michaela
Boehne, Eric 09/07 Franzwa, Xavier
Franzwa, Xander 09/07 Hering, Kallista
Husby, Kristen 09/07 Olson, Michael
Myren, Dale 09/07 Glenz, Avery
Bauer, Clover 09/08 Guenther, Wayne
Olson, Theresa 09/09 Hanson, Kayden
MEMORIALS

IN MEMORY OF JERRY PFUND

Window Fund

Ron and Char Myhers

IN MEMORY OF LEELA ROWE

Creative Beginnings
Ronald and Bonita Myhers
IN MEMORY OF SIGURD BRIAN

General Fund

Paul and Ruth Eide

Lois Hulberg

Phyllis Semingson

Don and Judy Haukeness
Clarice Bergerson
Window Fund
Jeanette Berg

Frances Eide

09/11 Thompson, Sue 09/21
09/11 Maug, Michael 09/22
09/11 Olsen, Dale 09/22
09/11 Owens, Richard 09/22
09/11 Myren, Shirley 09/23
09/11 Pederson, Mandy 09/24
09/12 Gullicksrud, Amanda 09/26
09/13 Gullicksrud, Paul 09/27
09/13 Onstad, Marlene 09/28
09/14 . s

09/15¢ ’-‘:‘:@5 >

09/15 ) -

09/15 ¥

09/16 C:)"‘ ""j\/lay you have all the joy your

09/16 heart can hold,
09/17 o Al the smiles a day can bring,
09/17 All the blessings a life can
09/18 unfold. ’
09/18 May you have (jod’s best in
00/18 everything.
09/19
09/19 Happy Birthday!
09/21
I
MEMORIAL FUNDS
Immanuel Lutheran Church Funds:
¢ Building
¢ Chapel
¢ Creative Beginnings
+ Daughters of the King
¢ Endowment
¢ General
¢ Library
¢ Music
¢ Sunday School
¢  Window
¢ Youth
Cemetery Funds:
¢ Hamlin
¢ St Paul’s

¢ West Beef River

When writing a check, please make the
check payable to the individual memorial

Jund.




DAUGHTERS OF THE KING

Greetings, from your Daughters of the King, Ruth Chapter!

Exciting things are happening with Immanuel Lutheran's
Daughter's of the King! I want to thank all who participated
in the toiletry drive for the Community Table. With your
generous help, we were able to collect: 42 toothbrushes, 20
toothpastes, 31 dental flosses, 11 mouthwashes; 63 soaps, 42
deodorants, 9 liquid body washes, and 11 hand sanitizers; 31
shampoos, 23 conditioners, and 3 combs; and finally, 17
lotions, 13 lip balms, 9 razors, 3 aftershaves, 4 powders, 4
Kleenex, and 12 miscellaneous (sewing Kkits, clippers, etc.).
They were finally sorted, bagged, & delivered. This was an
amazing show of love and support for our sisters and
brothers in God's Great Family. (see photo) Little things
Can Make a Difference, and now you have proven that
one person can, too.

Our next Chapter Service Project is called SoctoberFest! As chilly weather sets in, what's one thing
that people will need, without question? Something simple. Something helpful. SOCKS! So, we will be
collecting socks from the middle of September, through the 3rd Sunday in October. Then, we will be
giving them out at the Village Cafe on Sunday, October 26, 2014! ( Along with some surprises) We invite
you to help us collect new pairs of socks for the economically challenged in our own neighborhood this
time. Look for more information in your weekly bulletins and in next month's newsletter. There will be
a collection bin and poster located at the front entrance table of the Church.

Junior Daughters Are Coming!

By the time you read this, the Junior Daughters of the King
will have had their 1st meeting on Aug. 27! It only takes 3
girls, ages 7-21, to start a Chapter and we already have at
least 6 girls signed up, so we're off to a good start! Please
keep us in your prayers. We meet Wednesdays, from 3:30-
5pm. We will begin with prayer, a snack, & some singing; &
then a fun Bible activity; a Service Project or field trip; &
then end again in prayer. Each week we will learn more
about how to grow in our relationship to Jesus Christ and
how to show that we love Him. We do this in the Community
of others. Come, see what it's all about!

Senior Daughters of the King

There is always room for more Daughters around the table! Thursday Night Open House is held at Sara
Heck's for anyone needing to work on the National Study Guide, or for simply wanting to know more
about the DOK. It starts right after the 7pm Vespers Service at Church, which usually ends by 7:30pm.
The regular meetings for the Daughters is going to change in September to the 2nd Saturday of the
month, from 10-11:30am. We meet in the Church Office. Call the Church Office (715) 695-3511
or Sara Heck (715) 695-3229 for information.

for His sake,

Sara Heck
President, Ruth Chapter DOK
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Strum, Wisconsin! We
are a church family of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America,
who as disciples of Christ, are gath-
ered together to embrace, encour-
age, and extend faith, hope, and
love in Christ. Embrace, encourage,
and extend: these three descriptive
words sum up the mission of our
congregation in following the com-
mand of Christ to love one another.
Through worship, education, fel-
lowship, and service, we share that
love for each other and our com-
munity so that lives may be en-
riched and faith strengthened.
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a
congregation that is steeped in
history while also engaging the
context of the village of Strum, the
community as a whole, and the
world. Come and see! There is a
place for you!
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Immanuel Lutheran Church

PASTOT ettt sttt ettt st Rev. K D Taylor
Parish Administrator.......c.cocceveeveeverienienenrenneneneeeeeeeeeann Michelle Peaslee
CUSEOAIAN ..ttt ae et ae e e e eaeeaaeas Ronnette Nelson
Organist/Music DIr€CtOr ....ccccevuerevereenerrieeieneesreeeeseesaeeeens Jeanette Tobiason
Sunday School Directors .......c.ceceevererernennene Tera Gullicksrud & Sherry Bjerke

Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center

DATECLOT ..ttt ettt ettt sttt Keri Whitwam
Lead Teacher—Forest Friends ROOM.........ccceceeveecieneenencveneenne Theresa Bjorgo
Lead Teacher—Lily Pad ROOM .......cocevivirirerieririneeeeeeeeene Nicole Kummer
Lead Teacher—Monkey ROOM ......cccceeeevierienieriieneeneeieneeniennens Teresa Owens

Council Members

PrESIAENT ..cuivuieiieiieieeeteeete ettt ettt ettt ene Jim Tocko
SECTELATY .evevvrerrieieeieriteitertesetestestesseesseetesseeseseesseesesseessesssesseensesnsens Kate Back
TIEASUTET «.uveuveverereersereesessesseseeeeesseesesseesesseeseesesseesassessesnssnenns Michelle Peaslee
Member-at-1arge. .....coeeeevereerirerieinieeneeeereeenteeeee et Dan Bjerke
MeMDbEr-at-large.......cccveeveeveeeeerieeieniecieeieeeesreeee e seeeee e enas Howard Hanson
Member-at-1arge. .....c.ccocvevererirerieirieireeeerteeree e Camille Skoug
TLC OffiCE cuveeureeeteecteeceeeeee et e e eeee e e e eereeeseeeaeeeseeeeneeenneennns (715) 695-3511
CBELC OffICE veevviiteeivieeeecetee ettt eee e ceaeeeeneeeneeeaeeeseeens (715) 695-3954

Dial-up Service......cccceeevcrrerececeeess (715) 695-3906

www.immanuel-strum.com
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