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Iﬁ?ggﬁgssark; The WELCA Christmas dinner and program has been canceled.
ga'ed”daé"};""'. """""""""""" ig Our WELCA met on November 3rd to discuss 2022. It was decided
Biurtnhdaayysc OO o 10 that we would put out a new book for 2022. It was also decided that
Memorials. . 41 we would try something new this year. We will be starting a Bible
Endowment.........covevreveeenn. 11 study in January. The book Women of Faith Study Guide has been

selected. Fifteen copies have been purchased; cost to you is $6.50

Contact Information per book.

Pastor Valerian J Ahles

Phone: 715-533-0939
email: vahles@gmail.com

Administrator
Office: 715-695-3511
Cell: 715-200-1715

email: ilc@triwest.net
Office Hours

Sunday: 7:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Monday: ~ 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday:  9:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday:  9:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Where do our WELCA funds go? Come to a meeting and help us
decide. So far we have given the following amounts: $200 to WELCA
offering, $500 to Luther Park matching funds, $300 to the Bible
Campers, and paid for 15 Bibles for the 3rd and 4th graders. You can
check out our proposed budget in the annual report to see where
more of our funds are distributed.

WELCA will meet on Wednesday, January 5th, 2022 at 1:30 PM. We
will have a short business meeting, put our books together, and start
our new Bible study.

Jean Herman has graciously stepped forward to take care of our
tablecloths in 2022.


mailto:vahles@gmail.com
mailto:ilc@triwest.net
Immanuel-strum.com/livestream.html
facebook.com/ilcstrum

WELC(Acontinued)

Luther Park is offering some quilting retreats planned for January 26-30, 2022 and March 9-13, 2022.
Registration is available for these upcoming quilt retreats at lutherpark.org/retreat-info/events/quilt-
retreats.

Chanhassen update: They still have no idea when Cinderella will be scheduled. They figure late fall of
2022. Proof of vaccination will be required to attend.

We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help this year. We are currently two
officers short for 2022. We are looking for a President, Vice-president, or Co-Chairpersons. Please
prayerfully consider accepting a position on your WELCA team.

Thank you to all who attended and participated in the Women of the ELCA Thankoffering service on
Sunday, November 21. Thanks to your generosity we were able to raise $200 for the annual
Thankoffering.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN

CHUR CH @S C OUNCIL

Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes (Unapproved)
November 9, 2021: 6 pm
Attendance

1 Present: Kris Husby, Scott Anderson, Peter Berge, Jenny Tollefson, Bob Schlink, Pastor Ahles
7 Absent: Dean Anderson
7 Visitors: Michelle Peaslee

Reflection and Opening Prayer
Secretary’s Report

1 Approval of October minutes via email prior to meeting.
Treasurer’s Report/Joint Parish Financials

1 Motion made by Peter Berge to approve the Treasurer’s report for October as presented;
second by Bob Schlink. Motion passed.

Pastor’s Report

1 Pastor Ahles shared that he has led 4 worship services and a worship service at Dove in
Osseo on October 17. He attended 2 Dairyland Conference text study meetings via Zoom and
1 Dairyland Conference in-person Pastor gathering.

1 Visits: 10 home communions and 11 other visits.

1 Baptisms: Myles Simonson, October 17; Neely Lasher, October 26; Maeve Luttropp, October
31.
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7 Memorial services: Maria Louise Breien, November 11 at Schiefelbein’s

1 Attended Don Gilbertson’s 90th Birthday Celebration on October 24.

1 Confirmation banquet was held on Wednesday, October 27. 8 students were confirmed on
October 31. No Confirmation classes were held on November 3 due to Maria Breien’s funeral.

1 Thanksgiving Eve service at Elk Creek has been canceled. Will be combining a Thanksgiving
service with the WELCA Thankoffering service on November 21.

1 Vacation days: November 23-30
Old Business

1 Opening of the Church: Return to passing of the plate. Maxine Ulberg and Julia Bjorgo are
working on Ushers. Continue using trays for communion.

1 Sunday School: Student attendance has been improving. Since there are not enough students
attending in-person, the Confirmation students will be helping with the Christmas program
scheduled for December 19 during worship.

1 Old Boiler: Scheduled to be removed November 18-20. Room contents need to be removed by
the 16th. Confirmation students will assist.

1 Shed: The siding and trim are done; replacement of the shingles is the only task remaining.
1 Community Christmas Tree: Peter has made a stand to improve stability of the tree.
New Business

1 Christmas Concert/Dinner: Wednesday, December 15.

1 Christmas Services: Christmas Eve, 5 PM; Christmas Day, 8:30 AM; Lessons & Carols Sunday,
Dec 26 at 8:30 AM with Tom and Kris reading.

1 2022 Budget: Budget worksheet with YTD information was distributed.

1 2022 Council Seats: Bob Schlink’s and Scott Anderson’s terms are up.

1 Salary/Bonuses (Closed session): Motion made to approve salaries/bonuses as discussed by
Peter Berge. Second by Scott Anderson. Motion passed.

1 Strum Area Food Pantry: The pantry is donating $1,000 to the Eleva-Strum Christmas from the
Heart program.

Closing Prayer/Adjournment

L]
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Christmas Message to the Northwe

Psaim1374How can we sing the Lorddés song in a

In 1926, my maternal grandmother left Germany and immigrated to the United States. One of my
earliest memories is singing Silent Night (Stille NaiohBerman by the Christmas tree in her small
house in Jackson, MN. | wonder what it was like for her to move to a foreign land not speaking the
language. | wonder how difficult it must have been for her to sing her song in a foreign land.

Last Christmas most of us couldn't gather inside our church buildings to sing Silent Nightn
Christmas Eve. Some of us sang to our computer screens, some sang in their cars in the parking lot,
some sang with masks. We were all trying to sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land, the land of COVID.
It has been difficult. Our song has been muted.

Psalm 137 is a lament Psalm. The writer of Psalm 137 is describing the pain of the people who were
forced to live in a foreign land after witnessing the destruction of their homeland and their temple.
They are grieving the losses, lamenting, crying, and finding it impossible to “sing the Lord’s song in a
foreign land.”

My heart goes out to the Afghan Refugees who are experiencing their first winter at Fort McCoy. |
wonder how difficult it will be for them to sing their songs of faith in a foreign land. Many know that
they will never go home again.

: : : Luke 1:46-49  And Mary said, “My soul magnifies
In Luke 1 Mary sings her song in unknown territory. She the Lord, and my spirt rejoices in God my Savior

has received the mgssage fr,om Gabriel that she W?" for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of
bear God’s son and his name is to be Jesus, and he will | pjs servant. Surely, from now on all generations
reign as king forever. This incomprehensible message is | will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done
confirmed by her relative Elizabeth and changes Mary’s | great things for me, and holy is his name.

life’s circumstances. Mary is asked to do what no one
has ever done before. This is uncharted and foreign territory for a young girl. She sings her song in a
foreign land like her sisters before her Miriam, Ruth, and Hannah. She sings a song of courage, faith,
hope, and love.

This Advent/Christmas/Epiphany season | invite you to reflect on Mary’s song as an old song sung in
new circumstances. Many of us and our churches find ourselves dealing with circumstances we might
not have chosen for ourselves and wish were different, circumstances that might cause us to lament
and grieve. We are here now. Sing. Join Mary and the faithful of every time and place, that great cloud
of witnesses, and sing of courage, faith, hope, and love. Sing. Sing an old song of trust in unfamiliar
territory, and sing a new song of hope in a new land. We are here now.

May the Hope of Advent, Joy of Christmas and Light of Epiphany bring you Peace. Bishop Laurie

For more information about hel ping Afghan refugees
Vol unteering at Fort McCoy coontl aot e?ir @worecdhiumcBGesvsnoirlg of ClI
Resettling f amiReifeusg eceo nReascetthild SeaWinSoci al Services of Wisco!

(Il sswi sSaragh Hal st ad
Donations contact Cathhdlpisc /Qlrarlistee bomgeea §lpdh a@redss saen
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Immanuel Lutheran Church of Strum

Community Christmas and Remembrance Tree
COME...HELP US DECORATE... AND LIGHT IT UP!

Join us in celebrating our Savior’s birth and the love we have for one another and our community!

The Community Christmas tree is located in front of the church on the west side facing Robbe’s. Feel
free to come and place an ornament on the tree. For each $5.00 memorial or honorarium donation, a
light on the tree will change from a white to a colored bulb. And, an American flag will be placed for
each donation given in memory or honor of a veteran.

Payment may be mailed to Immanuel Lutheran Church at 109 Elm St, Strum, WI or dropped off at the
church lockbox. All memorials and honorariums will be published in the Christmas bulletin. Have a
safe and Merry Christmas!

Immanuel Lutheran Church of Strum’s

Community Christmas and Remembrance Tree

Memorial Light.............co........ $5.00 x =
Honorarium Light................... $5.00 x =
Veteran's Flag........c...coeuen $5.00 x =

Total =

In memory/honor of:

Veteran:

From:;

Christmas Gift Suggestions:

"To your enemy, forgiveness. To your opponent, tolerance. To a
g _ friend, your heart. To a customer, service. To all, charity. To
~ every child, a good example. To yourself, respect.”

Oren Arnold
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Soci al CebhCARAr@Geod Gi fts

Please consider giving an ELCA Good Gift that will transform lives. Select one or more ornaments
from the tree in the Narthex and complete the information on one of the provided envelopes. Wriite a
check to ELCA Good Gifts or give cash for the amount of the item(s) that you wish to donate. Submit
the envelope to the church office by December 31. The Social Concerns Ministry will match your
contributions up to $300. If you have questions contact Rita Berge or Michelle. Thank you for
participating in the true meaning of Christmas!

Honey BEEs .........ccccovuevevveececreernee, $20 Mosquito Net ..........ccovevcreeircecreian, $10
GOAL ..., $50 Blanket.........cccoeverviericreieecee, $10
ChICKS ..o, $10 BIbIE ..o, $10
Water FIter .......ccovevieviceceesieeans $30 Sunday School Start-up Kit................. $65
Latring. ..o, $150 Feed a Family for a Week................... $50
School Supplies .........cccovevveccucrennnee. $10 Nutrition for a Child for One Month ..... $25
Solar-powered Lantern........................ $30 Vaccinations for a Child ...................... $30
Seeds and Gardening Tools................ $50 Feed 10 at a Soup Kitchen ................. $20
Fruit-tree Seedling.........cccooovvvevernnnn. $10 Vocational Training .........cc.coceverrvenene. $75
Soap and Sanitation Supplies............. $25
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Chri stmas Cards f or Homebound

Please help us spread Christmas cheer to our homebound
members by delivering a card and making time for a visit with
them. The cards are located in the Narthex on a table.

Thank you!
The Social Concerns Committee
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Announcement s

Shank Gbn

I'd like to thank everyone who joinéd us for Thanksgiving dinner. It
was a pleasure having you with us.

Volunteers: Food Prep and Service - Peter and Rita Berge, Ruth
Gullicksrud, Helen Toft, Dean Anderson, Joan Brenengen, Phyllis
Olson. Food Donations - Bob and Lyn Schlink (ham), Strum Area
Food Pantry (milk and eggs), M&M Bar (turkey), and Paul and
Jeanette Tobiason (turkey breast). Food Delivery - Kate Back.

Words alone cannot express my gratitude, but they will have to do.
Thank you all for graciously sharing your time and talents. Your
hard work and generous donations are greatly appreciated!

Special thanks to the Friday morning cleaning fairies, Phyllis Olson
and Helen Toft. Imagine my surprise when | came to finish cleaning
in the afternoon and the work was already done. You have my
eternal gratitude.

Michelle
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CHRI STMAS DI NNE
CONCERT
Wednesday,

Di nner
Concert

2 THRIVENT®
MEai i Ate

HOW TO DIRECT

Decen
at 5: 3C
begi ns a

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS®

By Phone

1. Call 800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”
2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear Thrivent Choice Dollars program Terms and Conditions. (If

prompted, say or enter your phone number and date of birth.)

3. Arepresentative will work with you to direct Choice Dollars.

Lut her Par k Buil di

ng & RejoicinNng

Luther Park Bible Camp’s new Worship Center will be on the way to being paid off if the Cleveland
family’'s matching grant is met. A challenge was made for Immanuel to send $10,000 by the end of
this year, which will become $20,000 with the Cleveland match. The matching grant deadline is
December 15. Since the challenge was issued in June, Immanuel has collected $8,632.11.
Contributions must be sent to Luther Park through the church to qualify for the matching grant.

Luther Park is an important ministry for our young people to learn about Jesus’ love. Please show

your support of Luther Park by making a contribution today.
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Financi a-lOcRempenrt 2021
Weekly ContributionsCo&t Eixbpppé hgress & Expenses
verage per month
Oct-Oct 9 Janua®@gyt ober
Gener al Fund ..C.a.rbt4r, i4bluet. ilobn s 20109 2020 2021
Expens.eS....... (59.79) Contri but3i, ®®s11.14, 76 6 21.28 403 . 06
Net |l ncome...(.L.os.s$)4, 356. 36 Expensedd3, 454.11,34651.254041. 71
Oct -O6t 16
General Fund .Carmt2r,i3mBwt.izens Donor Restricted Fun«
EXpens.esS.iiasnns (3,209. 36) Building Fund
Net | ncome..(.L0oss()$822.60) Beginning Bal ance$4Octbéhedl 1
Receipts 4010.00
Oct -O@t 23 .
General Fund .Canmbt2r, 576t i4@ns PDisbursements (509.50)
Ending Bal ance Ok4 6©,b2x6 .351
Expen.s.esS...... (807.97) Daughters of the King
Net | ncome..(.Loss$)l, 765. 45 Begi nning Bal ance $4087&b®&B5 1
Oct -0dt 30 _ . Receipts 100.00
General Fund .Ca.n$t2r,i3blot.ildbn's DpDji sbur sement s (0.00)
EX P EN.S.B.Suiiiiiiiiiiiiiinainnen, (15950) End|ng Ba|ance' O($t4omg|3:9:5
Net | ncome..(.Loss$)l, 284. 45 Local Missions
Oct 31 Beginning Balance, $600o0obér 1
General Fund .Ca.rét2r,i3blot.ilsns Recel pts 0.00
EXDPEN.S.Suiiiiirernnn, (7.330.82) Di sbursements (0.00)
Net Income..(.L0sE95,011.67) '\Eﬂnd!ng/Bglancei: Og$6bér091
. . usi c rgan un
Tot al Con.t.r.i.b.ut.ila3n 139. 43 Beginning Balance $40dR2@b & 1
Tot al Ex.p.enses..(11,567. 44) Receipts 10. 00
Net I ncome..(.Los.s$)l, 571. 99 Di sbursement s (0.00)
Ending Balance, O&$t#4oH810.3FD
S i I cerns
Percent of Budget hIAlsle?i”ﬁ?i'Egrmeance$1odt6c4besr8 1
Mo nt Y Receipts 0.00
Strad gh® pjispursements (0.00)
OctoberBudaet ($)hging Balance, OGtoH&r.IB
General Contr i9blut9i%ermsA, 291. 6 unday School
Benevol ences 0. 0% 416.67 : .
Building & Pr cple ritoy 1,054.1%232?2{29 Balance’$300(2t50mobg'6 1
General Operat4i2ng % 108.33 pisbursements (36.4 19)
Ministry 50. 6% 583.33 Ending Balance, O&RoB®0.3T
Oof fice 94. 1% 333.33 vyouth Eund
Pastor 93.3% 5,176.0 : ;
’ Bal 1 1
Payroll 89.3% 4,583.6$Rggleingltgg alance$808BED &
Utilities 122. 6% 1’416'67Disbursements (246.21)
Ending Balance, O&t7/oly8rd.3BD
Condensed P&L for October 2021 :
General Fund Contrishstitgems a@oUuncil Restricted FI
Benevol ences (0.00) Parsonage Fund
Buil ding [/ Pr(o2p5e4r.t5y0) Beginning Bal ance$230caG3b.ead6 1
Gener al Opera(#é4wvg38) R_eceipts 425.00
Ministry (294.99) Di sbur sement s (0.00)
of fice (313.62) Ending Balance, O%24%4,b®59 .366
Pastor (4,829.21) Par s onrEasgcer ow
Payroll (4,092.50) Beginning Balance $308t7&b@®10 1
Utilities (1, 736.24) Receipts 375.00
Total Expenses (11.567.4B)sbursements (0.00)
Net Contributions ($bs5J1.9%nding Balance, O&Bol&N.3dD
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Sunday School -p(earmsloinne and i n
December 5! Th e Prop Boﬁ‘ynbht%d ma%rlg p‘?oﬁieﬁ b?G'O' burnculum at
of the Coming K www.gocurriculum.com

Key Verse: Psalm 39:7
Big Idea: God gives us hope through the promise of Jesus
Bible Basis: 1 Kings 12:1-24; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6;53

December 12: An
and Josep h
Key Verse: Luke 1:37
Big Idea: Nothing is impossible with God, so | can believe

whatever He tells me.
Bible Basis: Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25

The
s Bo

December 19:
Worl d: Jesus |
Key Verse: John 12:46
Big Idea: Jesus is the Light of the World and | can share
the light with others like the shepherds did.
Bible Basis: Luke 2:1-20

December 26: Mar y
FIl ee to Egypt (o
Key Verse: Philippians 2:10-11
Big Idea: Jesus fulfills the prophecies of the Old
Testament, so we can trust that He is Lord.
Bible Basis: Matthew 2

Bi rt hhDaye mber

If you need printouts of the materials, please
contact Michelle at 715-695-3511.

Chrjstmas Prggram
Cﬁrlstmas yrogram practlce beglns in December with the
performance scheduled during worship on December 19.
This year's program is “A Beastly Christmas,” a telling of
Jesus’ birth as experienced by the animals.

The Confirmation students will be assisting the Sunday

Scho h h|sy rs Chrigtm ogram. Volunteers are
r%%dgéimﬁr{c??tlfm?s nqz[ se g erse contact
Michelle\in echurcho ice if interested.

Important dates

Wednesday, December 8, 5:30 PM

Program Practice
and Joseéph

n | Satdrgay, Dedembet 18, 11 AM: Program
Practice and Christmas Celebration

Sunday, December 19, 8:30 AM:
Christmas Program (please have children to the
chapel by 8 AM to get in costume and practice.)

Abigail .Guent.her......2 Mark RO0.G.NDE.S.Siiiiiiieeenn. 25
Erica . . .Til.mmM ... 5 Yvonne Runk.e.l.............. 26
Connor Wi.nd.j. U ... 5 Joan T.onNo.... 26
Kent Nel.s.an..... 7 Ron Wes.t.phal....................... 26
Tim ENngen. ... 8 Gracey Kensmoe....... 28
Joel Dr.e.g.n.e.y ... 12 Joshua Gu.l.l..ck.s.r.u.d...29
Ol i vi a .Wi.ndj.ue. ... 16 Tessa Hazel.t.on........... 30
Gl ori a Wa.g.enerl. .. 18
Charl ene..Ol.s.en........ 19
Jon Ni.c.ol.eloi.. 20
Amanda ..Y.ul.e. .. 20
Dave Bj.or.kl.und........... 21
Brooke Mc.lLean. ... 21
Aur or a..Shi.l. ... 21
Patti Dr.e.gney ... 22
Sam Bal.e.Si, 25
DECEMBER 2021 Page 10
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Me mor i al & Gi fts
WILMER GUENTHER MEMORIAL FUNDS:
General Fund Immanuel Lutheran Church:
Joan Guenther § Building Fund
Luther Park Building Campaign § Daughters of the King/Jr. DOK
Joan Guenther § Elevator Fund
EMIL EVENSON § General Fund
General Fund § Library
Dale & Charlene Olsen § Local Missions Fund
BRAD WINDJUE § Music/Organ Fund
General Fund § Social Concerns
Faye Baumgarten § Sunday School
MARK OLSON § Youth Fund
General Fund When writing a check to the follovying funds, please
Faye Baumgarten make. th(—;- check payable to the individual fund or
SANDRA GILBERTSON organizationNOTto Immanuel Lutheran Church.
General Fund § Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center (CBELC)
Paul & Mary Gullicksrud § Endowment Fund
§ Strum Area Food Pantry
§ WELCA
Cemetery Funds:
§ Hamlin Cemetery
§ St. Paul's Cemetery
§ West Beef River Cemetery
Endowment Fund

The mission of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Fund is to encourage Christian
Stewardship and to enhance the outreach ministry of the Congregation; “As | have loved you, so you
must love one another” John 13:34

Requests are invited in December of each year and awards are made at the February annual
congregational meeting. A minimum of five percent of the value is given out in four categories:

1 Scholarships to members of the congregation attending a Lutheran college or seminary

1 Local social service agencies administering to the needs of people in the community
7 To ELCA education and outdoor ministries

1 To ELCA and Northwest WI Synod sponsored outreach programs and partner ministries

The Endowment Fund, being an important part of our congregation’s ministry, encourages you to
consider gifts or memorials and to consider a bequest in your estate planning.

Applications are being accepted now through December 25 and are available in the church
office or online on the church’s website www.immanuel-strum.com
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