
The 
Church 

The WELCA Christmas dinner and program has been canceled. 

Our WELCA met on November 3rd to discuss 2022. It was decided 
that we would put out a new book for 2022. It was also decided that 
we would try something new this year. We will be starting a Bible 
study in January. The book Women of Faith Study Guide has been 
selected. Fifteen copies have been purchased; cost to you is $6.50 
per book. 

Where do our WELCA funds go? Come to a meeting and help us 
decide. So far we have given the following amounts: $200 to WELCA 
offering, $500 to Luther Park matching funds, $300 to the Bible 
Campers, and paid for 15 Bibles for the 3rd and 4th graders. You can 
check out our proposed budget in the annual report to see where 
more of our funds are distributed. 

WELCA will meet on Wednesday, January 5th, 2022 at 1:30 PM. We 
will have a short business meeting, put our books together, and start 
our new Bible study. 

Jean Herman has graciously stepped forward to take care of our 
tablecloths in 2022. 
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Contact Information 

Pastor Valerian J Ahles 

Phone: 715-533-0939 
email: vahles@gmail.com 
 

Administrator 

Office: 715-695-3511 
Cell: 715-200-1715 
email: ilc@triwest.net 
 

Office Hours 

Sunday:  7:30 AM - 10:30 AM 
Monday:  9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 

Christmas Dinner & Concert: December 15 
Dinner begins at 5:30 pm; Concert at 7 pm 

 

Worship Announcement 
We are open for in-person worship at 8:30 AM. Masks are not required, but are 

encouraged, as is physical distancing. 
 

Live-Stream: Immanuel-strum.com/livestream.html or facebook.com/ilcstrum 
Dial-up Worship: 715-695-3906 (enter code: 62732) 

Immanuel Lutheran Church ǐ 109 Elm Street ǐ Strum, Wisconsin 

mailto:vahles@gmail.com
mailto:ilc@triwest.net
Immanuel-strum.com/livestream.html
facebook.com/ilcstrum
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Luther Park is offering some quilting retreats planned for January 26-30, 2022 and March 9-13, 2022. 
Registration is available for these upcoming quilt retreats at lutherpark.org/retreat-info/events/quilt-
retreats. 

Chanhassen update: They still have no idea when Cinderella will be scheduled. They figure late fall of 
2022. Proof of vaccination will be required to attend. 

We are still looking for one or two ladies to step forward and help this year. We are currently two 
officers short for 2022. We are looking for a President, Vice-president, or Co-Chairpersons. Please 
prayerfully consider accepting a position on your WELCA team. 

Thank you to all who attended and participated in the Women of the ELCA Thankoffering service on 
Sunday, November 21. Thanks to your generosity we were able to raise $200 for the annual 
Thankoffering. 

 
 
 
 
Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes (Unapproved) 
November 9, 2021: 6 pm 
Attendance 

¶ Present: Kris Husby, Scott Anderson, Peter Berge, Jenny Tollefson, Bob Schlink, Pastor Ahles 
¶ Absent: Dean Anderson 
¶ Visitors: Michelle Peaslee 

Reflection and Opening Prayer 

Secretary’s Report 

¶ Approval of October minutes via email prior to meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report/Joint Parish Financials 

¶ Motion made by Peter Berge to approve the Treasurer’s report for October as presented; 
second by Bob Schlink. Motion passed. 

Pastor’s Report 

¶ Pastor Ahles shared that he has led 4 worship services and a worship service at Dove in 
Osseo on October 17. He attended 2 Dairyland Conference text study meetings via Zoom and 
1 Dairyland Conference in-person Pastor gathering.  

¶ Visits: 10 home communions and 11 other visits.  
¶ Baptisms: Myles Simonson, October 17; Neely Lasher, October 26; Maeve Luttropp, October 

31. 
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¶ Memorial services: Maria Louise Breien, November 11 at Schiefelbein’s 
¶ Attended Don Gilbertson’s 90th Birthday Celebration on October 24. 
¶ Confirmation banquet was held on Wednesday, October 27. 8 students were confirmed on 

October 31. No Confirmation classes were held on November 3 due to Maria Breien’s funeral. 

¶ Thanksgiving Eve service at Elk Creek has been canceled. Will be combining a Thanksgiving 
service with the WELCA Thankoffering service on November 21. 

¶ Vacation days: November 23-30  

Old Business 

¶ Opening of the Church:  Return to passing of the plate. Maxine Ulberg and Julia Bjorgo are 
working on Ushers. Continue using trays for communion. 

¶ Sunday School: Student attendance has been improving. Since there are not enough students 
attending in-person, the Confirmation students will be helping with the Christmas program 
scheduled for December 19 during worship. 

¶ Old Boiler: Scheduled to be removed November 18-20. Room contents need to be removed by 
the 16th. Confirmation students will assist. 

¶ Shed: The siding and trim are done; replacement of the shingles is the only task remaining. 

¶ Community Christmas Tree: Peter has made a stand to improve stability of the tree. 

New Business 

¶ Christmas Concert/Dinner: Wednesday, December 15. 
¶ Christmas Services: Christmas Eve, 5 PM; Christmas Day, 8:30 AM; Lessons & Carols Sunday, 

Dec 26 at 8:30 AM with Tom and Kris reading. 
¶ 2022 Budget: Budget worksheet with YTD information was distributed. 
¶ 2022 Council Seats: Bob Schlink’s and Scott Anderson’s terms are up. 

¶ Salary/Bonuses (Closed session): Motion made to approve salaries/bonuses as discussed by 
Peter Berge. Second by Scott Anderson. Motion passed. 

¶ Strum Area Food Pantry: The pantry is donating $1,000 to the Eleva-Strum Christmas from the 
Heart program.  

Closing Prayer/Adjournment 



Christmas Message to the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 
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Psalm 137:4 How can we sing the Lordôs song in a foreign land?  

In 1926, my maternal grandmother left Germany and immigrated to the United States. One of my 
earliest memories is singing Silent Night (Stille Nacht) in German by the Christmas tree in her small 
house in Jackson, MN. I wonder what it was like for her to move to a foreign land not speaking the 
language. I wonder how difficult it must have been for her to sing her song in a foreign land.  

Last Christmas most of us couldn’t gather inside our church buildings to sing Silent Night on 
Christmas Eve. Some of us sang to our computer screens, some sang in their cars in the parking lot, 
some sang with masks. We were all trying to sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land, the land of COVID. 
It has been difficult. Our song has been muted.  

Psalm 137 is a lament Psalm. The writer of Psalm 137 is describing the pain of the people who were 
forced to live in a foreign land after witnessing the destruction of their homeland and their temple. 
They are grieving the losses, lamenting, crying, and finding it impossible to “sing the Lord’s song in a 
foreign land.” 

My heart goes out to the Afghan Refugees who are experiencing their first winter at Fort McCoy. I 
wonder how difficult it will be for them to sing their songs of faith in a foreign land. Many know that 
they will never go home again.  

In Luke 1 Mary sings her song in unknown territory. She 
has received the message from Gabriel that she will 
bear God’s son and his name is to be Jesus, and he will 
reign as king forever. This incomprehensible message is 
confirmed by her relative Elizabeth and changes Mary’s 
life’s circumstances. Mary is asked to do what no one 
has ever done before. This is uncharted and foreign territory for a young girl. She sings her song in a 
foreign land like her sisters before her Miriam, Ruth, and Hannah. She sings a song of courage, faith, 
hope, and love. 

This Advent/Christmas/Epiphany season I invite you to reflect on Mary’s song as an old song sung in 
new circumstances. Many of us and our churches find ourselves dealing with circumstances we might 
not have chosen for ourselves and wish were different, circumstances that might cause us to lament 
and grieve. We are here now. Sing. Join Mary and the faithful of every time and place, that great cloud 
of witnesses, and sing of courage, faith, hope, and love. Sing. Sing an old song of trust in unfamiliar 
territory, and sing a new song of hope in a new land. We are here now.   

May the Hope of Advent, Joy of Christmas and Light of Epiphany bring you Peace.         Bishop Laurie  

For more information about helping Afghan refugees  
Volunteering at Fort McCoy contact Wisconsin Council of Churches  volunteer@wichurches.org. 
Resettling families contact LSSWI  Refugee Resettlement - Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan 
(lsswis.org). Sarah Halstad  
Donations contact Catholic Charities in La Crosse https://cclse.org/afghanistan-refugee-assistance/  

Luke 1:46-49    And Mary said, “My soul magnifies 
the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of 
his servant. Surely, from now on all generations 
will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name. 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/psalm/137/
mailto:volunteer@wichurches.org
https://www.lsswis.org/service/refugee-resettlement/refugee-resettlement/
https://www.lsswis.org/service/refugee-resettlement/refugee-resettlement/
https://cclse.org/afghanistan-refugee-assistance/
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Immanuel Lutheran Church of Strum  

Community Christmas and Remembrance Tree  

COME...HELP US DECORATE... AND LIGHT IT UP!  

Join us in celebrating our Savior’s birth and the love we have for one another and our community!  

The Community Christmas tree is located in front of the church on the west side facing Robbe’s. Feel 
free to come and place an ornament on the tree. For each $5.00 memorial or honorarium donation, a 
light on the tree will change from a white to a colored bulb. And, an American flag will be placed for 
each donation given in memory or honor of a veteran. 

Payment may be mailed to Immanuel Lutheran Church at 109 Elm St, Strum, WI or dropped off at the 
church lockbox. All memorials and honorariums will be published in the Christmas bulletin. Have a 
safe and Merry Christmas! 

Immanuel Lutheran Church of Strum’s 

Community Christmas and Remembrance Tree  

 Memorial Light ...................... $5.00 x    ______  =   ____________  

 Honorarium Light .................. $5.00 x   _______  =   ____________  

 Veteran’s Flag ....................... $5.00 x   _______  =   ____________  

 Total =   ____________  

In memory/honor of:  _____________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________  

Veteran:   ______________________________________________________________________  

From:   ________________________________________________________________________  

Christmas Gift Suggestions: 
 

"To your enemy, forgiveness. To your opponent, tolerance. To a 
friend, your heart. To a customer, service. To all, charity. To 
every child, a good example. To yourself, respect."  
 

 Oren Arnold 
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Christmas Cards for Homebound Members 

Social Concerns - ELCA Good Gifts 

Please consider giving an ELCA Good Gift that will transform lives. Select one or more ornaments 
from the tree in the Narthex and complete the information on one of the provided envelopes. Wriite a 
check to ELCA Good Gifts or give cash for the amount of the item(s) that you wish to donate. Submit 
the envelope to the church office by December 31. The Social Concerns Ministry will match your 
contributions up to $300. If you have questions contact Rita Berge or Michelle. Thank you for 
participating in the true meaning of Christmas! 

Honey Bees ........................................ $20 

Goat .................................................... $50 

Chicks ................................................. $10 

Water Filter ......................................... $30 

Latrine ............................................... $150 

School Supplies .................................. $10 

Solar-powered Lantern ........................ $30 

Seeds and Gardening Tools ................ $50 

Fruit-tree Seedling............................... $10 

Soap and Sanitation Supplies ............. $25 

Mosquito Net ...................................... $10 

Blanket................................................ $10 

Bible ................................................... $10 

Sunday School Start-up Kit ................. $65 

Feed a Family for a Week ................... $50 

Nutrition for a Child for One Month ..... $25 

Vaccinations for a Child ...................... $30 

Feed 10 at a Soup Kitchen ................. $20 

Vocational Training ............................. $75 

Please help us spread Christmas cheer to our homebound 
members by delivering a card and making time for a visit with 
them.  The cards are located in the Narthex on a table.    

Thank you! 

The Social Concerns Committee 



By Phone 
1. Call 800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” 
2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear Thrivent Choice Dollars program Terms and Conditions. (If 

prompted, say or enter your phone number and date of birth.) 
3. A representative will work with you to direct Choice Dollars. 
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Luther Park Bible Camp’s new Worship Center will be on the way to being paid off if the Cleveland 

family’s matching grant is met. A challenge was made for Immanuel to send $10,000 by the end of 

this year, which will become $20,000 with the Cleveland match. The matching grant deadline is 

December 15.  Since the challenge was issued in June, Immanuel has collected $8,632.11. 

Contributions must be sent to Luther Park through the church to qualify for the matching grant.  

Luther Park is an important ministry for our young people to learn about Jesus’ love. Please show 

your support of Luther Park by making a contribution today. 

Luther Park Building & Rejoicing Campaign Challenge 

Announcements 

Seeking readers, vocalists, and 
instrumentalists for this yearôs 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT. Please 
contact Jeanette Tobiason or Michelle in 
the church office if you would like to help 
spread some holiday cheer. 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER & 
CONCERT 

Wednesday, December 15 
Dinner at 5:30 PM 

Concert begins at 7:00 PM  

.ÅÅÄ /ÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ %ÎÖÅÌÏÐÅÓȩ  
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ -ÉÃÈÅÌÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÆПÉÃÅȢ  
χρυ-φωυ-συρρ ÏÒ ÉÌÃͽÔÒÉ×ÅÓÔȢÎÅÔ 

I'd like to thank everyone who joined us for Thanksgiving dinner. It 

was a pleasure having you with us. 

Volunteers: Food Prep and Service - Peter and Rita Berge, Ruth 
Gullicksrud, Helen Toft, Dean Anderson, Joan Brenengen, Phyllis 
Olson. Food Donations - Bob and Lyn Schlink (ham), Strum Area 
Food Pantry (milk and eggs), M&M Bar (turkey), and Paul and 

Jeanette Tobiason (turkey breast). Food Delivery - Kate Back.  

Words alone cannot express my gratitude, but they will have to do. 
Thank you all for graciously sharing your time and talents. Your 

hard work and generous donations are greatly appreciated!  

Special thanks to the Friday morning cleaning fairies, Phyllis Olson 
and Helen Toft. Imagine my surprise when I came to finish cleaning 
in the afternoon and the work was already done. You have my 
eternal gratitude. 

 Michelle 

mailto:ilc@triwest.net
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Weekly Contributions & Expenses 
 
 

Oct 1 - Oct 9 
General Fund Contributions .......... $4,416.15 
Expenses ........................................... (59.79) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $4,356.36 
 

Oct 10 - Oct 16 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,386.76 
Expenses ...................................... (3,209.36) 
Net Income (Loss) ........................ ($822.60) 
 

Oct 17 - Oct 23 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,573.42 
Expenses ......................................... (807.97) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,765.45 
 

Oct 24 - Oct 30 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,319.15 
Expenses ......................................... (159.50) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,284.45 
 

Oct 31 
General Fund Contributions .......... $2,319.15 
Expenses ...................................... (7,330.82) 
Net Income (Loss) ..................... ($5,011.67) 
 

Total Contribution .......................... 13,139.43 
Total Expenses ........................... (11,567.44) 
Net Income (Loss) ....................... $1,571.99 
 
 
 
 

Percent of Budget Allowance 
  Monthly 
  Straight-line 
  October Budget ($) 
General Contributions 91.9% 14,291.67 
Benevolences 0.0% 416.67 
Building & Property 24.1% 1,054.17 
General Operating 42.8% 108.33 
Ministry 50.6% 583.33 
Office 94.1% 333.33 
Pastor 93.3% 5,176.01 
Payroll 89.3% 4,583.67 
Utilities 122.6% 1,416.67 
 
 

Condensed P&L for October 2021 
General Fund Contributions $13,139.43 
Benevolences (0.00) 
Building / Property (254.50) 
General Operating (46.38) 
Ministry (294.99) 
Office (313.62) 
Pastor (4,829.21) 
Payroll (4,092.50) 
Utilities (1,736.24) 
Total Expenses  (11,567.44) 
Net Contributions (Loss)  $1,571.99 
 

Contributions & Expenses Comparison 
Average per month 
January - October 

  2019  2020  2021  
Contributions 13,024.47 11,662.80 12,403.06 
Expenses 13,454.13 11,465.54 12,041.71 
 

Donor Restricted Funds 
Building Fund  
Beginning Balance, October 1 $42,716.01 
Receipts 4010.00 
Disbursements  (509.50) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $46,216.51 
Daughters of the King 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $4,373.95 
Receipts 100.00 
Disbursements (0.00)

 

Ending Balance, October 31 $4,473.95 
Local Missions 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $600.00 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $600.00 
Music / Organ Fund 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $4,120.60 
Receipts 10.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $4,130.60 
Social Concerns 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $1,164.68 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $1,164.68 
Sunday School 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $3,254.76 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (364.19) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $2,890.57 
Youth Fund  
Beginning Balance, October 1 $8,332.81 
Receipts 0.00 
Disbursements  (246.21) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $7,734.80 
 

Council Restricted Funds 
Parsonage Fund 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $23,634.66 
Receipts 425.00 
Disbursements (0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $24,059.66 
Parsonage-Escrow 
Beginning Balance, October 1 $3,375.00 
Receipts 375.00 
Disbursements  (0.00) 
Ending Balance, October 31 $3,750.00 

 Financial Report - October 2021 
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Sunday School (online and in-person) 

December 5: The Prophets Foretell 
of the Coming King 

Key Verse: Psalm 39:7 
Big Idea: God gives us hope through the promise of Jesus 

Bible Basis: 1 Kings 12:1-24; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6;53 
 

December 12: An Angel Visits Mary 
and Joseph 

Key Verse: Luke 1:37 
Big Idea: Nothing is impossible with God, so I can believe 

whatever He tells me. 
Bible Basis: Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25 

 

December 19: The Light of the 
World: Jesus Is Born (online only) 

Key Verse: John 12:46 
Big Idea: Jesus is the Light of the World and I can share 

the light with others like the shepherds did. 
Bible Basis: Luke 2:1-20 

 

December 26: Mary and Joseph 
Flee to Egypt (online only) 

Key Verse: Philippians 2:10-11 
Big Idea: Jesus fulfills the prophecies of the Old 

Testament, so we can trust that He is Lord. 
Bible Basis: Matthew 2 

 
 

Christmas Program 
Christmas Program practice begins in December with the 
performance scheduled during worship on December 19. 
This year’s program is “A Beastly Christmas,” a telling of 
Jesus’ birth as experienced by the animals. 

 
The Confirmation students will be assisting the Sunday 
School with this year’s Christmas program. Volunteers are 
needed for costumes and set design. Please contact 
Michelle in the church office if interested. 
 

Important dates 
Wednesday, December 8, 5:30 PM 

Program Practice 
 

Saturday, December 18, 11 AM: Program 
Practice and Christmas Celebration 

 

Sunday, December 19, 8:30 AM:  
Christmas Program (please have children to the 
chapel by 8 AM to get in costume and practice.) 

Copyrighted material provided by GO! Curriculum at 
www.gocurriculum.com 

 

If you need printouts of the materials, please 
contact Michelle at 715-695-3511. 

Birthdays - December 

Abigail Guenther ........................................... 2 
Erica Timm .................................................... 5 
Connor Windjue ............................................ 5 
Kent Nelson .................................................. 7 
Tim Engen ..................................................... 8 
Joel Dregney ............................................... 12 
Olivia Windjue ............................................. 16 
Gloria Wagener ........................................... 18 
Charlene Olsen ........................................... 19 
Jon Nicolet .................................................. 20 
Amanda Yule .............................................. 20 
Dave Bjorklund ............................................ 21 
Brooke McLean ........................................... 21 
Aurora Shill ................................................. 21 
Patti Dregney .............................................. 22 
Sam Bates .................................................. 25 

Mark Rogness ............................................. 25 
Yvonne Runkel ............................................ 26 
Joan Tonn ................................................... 26 
Ron Westphal .............................................. 26 
Gracey Kensmoe ......................................... 28 
Joshua Gullicksrud ...................................... 29 
Tessa Hazelton ........................................... 30 

http://www.gocurriculum.com
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Memorials & Gifts 

WILMER GUENTHER 
General Fund 

Joan Guenther 
Luther Park Building Campaign 

Joan Guenther 

EMIL EVENSON 
General Fund 

Dale & Charlene Olsen 

BRAD WINDJUE 
General Fund 

Faye Baumgarten 

MARK OLSON 
General Fund 

Faye Baumgarten 

SANDRA GILBERTSON 
General Fund 

Paul & Mary Gullicksrud 
 

MEMORIAL FUNDS: 
Immanuel Lutheran Church: 
§ Building Fund 
§ Daughters of the King/Jr. DOK 
§ Elevator Fund 
§ General Fund 
§ Library 
§ Local Missions Fund 
§ Music/Organ Fund 
§ Social Concerns 
§ Sunday School 
§ Youth Fund 

When writing a check to the following funds, please 
make the check payable to the individual fund or 
organization, NOT to Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
 

§ Creative Beginnings Early Learning Center (CBELC) 
§ Endowment Fund 
§ Strum Area Food Pantry 
§ WELCA 
 

Cemetery Funds: 
§ Hamlin Cemetery 
§ St. Paul’s Cemetery 
§ West Beef River Cemetery 

Endowment Fund  

The mission of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Fund is to encourage Christian 
Stewardship and to enhance the outreach ministry of the Congregation; “As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another” John 13:34 

Requests are invited in December of each year and awards are made at the February annual 
congregational meeting.  A minimum of five percent of the value is given out in four categories: 

¶ Scholarships to members of the congregation attending a Lutheran college or seminary 

¶ Local social service agencies administering to the needs of people in the community 

¶ To ELCA education and outdoor ministries 

¶ To ELCA and Northwest WI Synod  sponsored outreach programs and partner ministries 

The Endowment Fund, being an important part of our congregation’s ministry, encourages you to 
consider gifts or memorials and to consider a bequest in your estate planning. 

Applications are being accepted now through December 25 and are available in the church 
office or online on the church’s website www.immanuel-strum.com 

http://www.immanuel-strum.com
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This is Christôs 
Church. 

There is a place for you here. 

 
We are the church that shares a 
living, daring confidence in 
Godôs grace. Liberated by our 
faith, we embrace you as a 
whole person ï questions, 
complexities and all. Join us as 
we do Godôs work in Christôs 
name for the life of the world. 
 

http://www.elca.org/ 
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